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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 



The third edition of the Treatise on Warming 
and Ventilating Huildings having been for some 
time out of print, it has become necessary to 
prepare a Fourth Edition to moot the inquiries 
made for it; as this still continues to be the only 
work which treats at largo upon the principles of 
heating buildings by Hot Water, and the general 
application of this invention to the numerous and 
varied purposes to which it is applicable. 

Other authors, indeed, have availed themselves 
somewhat too largely of the pages of this Treatise, 
and without permission have transferred not only 
whole paragraphs, but very many entire pages, to 
their own works ; and that too, with only such 
partial acknowledgment that many of the parts 
so borrowed have been quoted as the production 
of the borrower, without recognition of the real 



author. As the originality of some parts of the 
following Treatise might, therefore, appear doubt- 
ful to those who now read them here for the first 
time, it may be well to state that the first edition 
of this work was published in 1837, and that, 
though greatly enlarged in the later editions, the 
original parts remain exactly as they were written 
in the first edition ; and the lapse of time has not 
rendered it necessary to alter them in the slightest 
degree, as they are still as correct, and as much 
to the purpose, as when they were first written. 

The present edition will be found to contain 
some considerable and useful additions. They 
are almost entirely of a practical character, being 
principally additional remarks on such parts of 
the subject as have either occurred to the Author, 
or have been pointed out as requiring further ex- 
planation. But it has also been thought desirable 
to add, to this present edition, two additional 
chapters on heating by Steam and by Hot Air. 
The utility of these additions will be evident when 
it is remembered that no Treatise on these sub- 
jects has been published for many years ; and 
what was formerly published thereon has now 
long been out of print. It has therefore been 



deemed advisable to add to this Treatise such 
information on heating by Steam and by Hot 
Air, as shall place the whole subject of wanning 
and ventilating' buildings by the various methods 
now in use fully before the reader. 

The great object which has been kept in view 
in this work has been to render the subject as 
siniplo and as practical as possible ; and with this 
view many things have been thrown into noteB, 
which might otherwise have properly formed a 
portion of the text. But by this means the work 
is rendered more useful to practical men, who 
require only simple facts in the most concise 
fomi ; while for those who desire further to in- 
vestigate the subject, the copious references given 
in the notes will facilitate their inquiries, and 
enable them to test the correctness of the reason- 
ing on which the conclusions are founded. 

The earlier editions of this work contained 
rious papers by the author, some of which have 
been published in the Encyclopaedia Metropolitana, 
and others have been read before the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, and the .Society of Arts : and 
it has been thought desirable still to retain in the 
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relate to subjects bearing intimately on the general 
question of warming and ventilating buildings, 
and therefore they possess an interest for all who 
desire to investigate the scientific principles of 
the subject which forms the main object of this 
work. 

C. H. 

Iron Wharf, Earl Street, Blackfriars, 
London, January, 1869. 
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S practice of employing hot water, circulating 
through iron pipes, for diffusing artificial heat, is 
an invention of acknowledged utility; and the 
present extensive and extending uso of tins in- 
vention renders it extremely desirable that its 
principles should he clearly defined, and the rules 
for its practical application laid down with pre- 
cision. Without this knowledge its success will 
be uncertain, its application limited, and its re- 
sults unsatisfactory. 

It can scarcely excite surprise, that prejudices 
should formerly havo existed against this inven- 
tion, while its merits and its principles were alike 
imperfectly known. Even at the present time 
they are but partially understood ; and, there- 
fore, to investigate these two subjects is the pro- 
posed object of the present treatise, with the view 
of facilitating its application, and extending the 
sphere of its utility. 

There is scarcely any branch of science, or of 
art, in which an acquaintance with the laws of 
Nature does not enable us to derive greater ad- 
vantages in its application than we could other- 
wise possess. There is no art, however humble, 
in which a knowledge of the laws that regulate 
J matter does not open a wide and extensive field 

Cnprovement ; and no man can hope to 
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advance the sphere of useful invention, in any 

considerable degree, without some knowledge of 
the principles on which it depends. But, having 
this knowledge, he may, to use the words of a 
well-known writer, " if he have only a pot to 
boil, be sure to learn from science lessons which 
will enable him to cook his morsel better, save 
his fuel, and both vary his dish and improve it." 
Although it is true that we are still ignorant of 
the more subtile agents which exist in the vast 
chain of causation, the laws which regulate the 
various phenomena of Nature are sufficiently 
known to ali'ord the most beneficial assistance to 
every branch of the arts and sciences : and the 
most recondite of scientific discoveries, as well as 
the most valuablo inventions and improvements 
in the arts, are not more demonstrative of the 
truth of this assertion, than those which are the 
most simple and inartificial. 

For an illustration of the utility of this know- 
ledge, we may refer to the law of gravity, not 
only because it is, of all natural phenomena, the 
most constant in its operation, and the most 
universal in extent, but because its influence is 
closely connected with the present subject of in- 

i uil 7- .... 

That all tailing bodies gravitate with the same 
velocity, and, therefore, descend through a cer- 
tain definite space in a given time, is, we know, 
an effect, of which gravity is the cause. It is on 
the operation of tliis invariable law that many of 
our most valuable inventions depend. Its influ- 
ence is equally exerted on all objects, as well the 
most mighty as the most minute. It is this 
which gives stability to the grandest productions 
of Nature, as well as to the most minute or artifi- 
cial of our own works. It is from this cause that 
we obtain the unerring action of our pendulums 
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and clocks ; and it is by this we obtain the circu- 
lation of hot water, with winch wo warm our 
dwelling*. But by a knowledge of the runs,? i.t' 
these effects, of the extern of its operation, and 
of the laws by which it nets, wo can, by varying 
the ciri'uiu-stiinees ofa gravitating body, alter also 
the velocity of its descent. We accomplish this 
by bringing other causes into operation, whieh 
modify the result, notwithstanding the immuta- 
bility of the laws of gravity: and thus, by ■ 
knowledge of the physical laws, we can modify 
and subject to our will one of the most constant 
and universal agents in Nature. 

The study of the laws whieh govern natural 
phenomena — whieh in all cases are BO simple, so 
beautiful, so perfect — is, therefore, one of the 
most fruitful sources of inquiry whieh the me- 
chanician can pursue. It opens to him now fields 
of useful inquiry; new applications of known 
inventions; new and simpler means of accom- 
plishing known effects. And while it points to 
improvement in every direction, it restrains the 
judgment from false principles ; for where it 
exists not, it is almost certain that the plans 
of the mechanician will either be only modified 
copies of existing inventions, or they will de- 
generate into wild speculations, unsupported on 
any reasonable foundation. 

This is particularly observable in the ease 
before us. The numerous failures which have 
occurred in the practical application of the in- 
vention of heating buildings by the circulation 
of hot water, are all distinctly reforrible to the 
want of this kind of knowledge, and not to the 
object aimed at being itself unattainable. For 
whenever the physical laws are intended to be 
employed as the principal agents in producing 
any mechanical effect, it is an indispensable con- 
b 2 










dition that simplicity of action bo kept in view. 
While it may further bo observed, that the en- 
deavours to trace and elucidate the operating 
causes of the various phenomena, which occur in 
the course of practical experiments, are the surest 
means of facilitating original discoveries, as well 
as of promoting new adaptations of recognized 
principles. 

Tho origin of the invention of employing hot 
water for diffusing artificial heat appears to I 
hid in considerable obscurity. It is not improl 
able that, liko many other discoveries, it has 
been reproduced at various periods. It seems, 
however, to have been first used in France, by 
M. Bonnemain, in the year 1777, and was employed 
by him during several years for hatching cliickens 
by artificial heat. The French Revolution, which 
followed shortly afterwards, put a stop to this, as 
well as many other useful and scientific inven- 
tions, in that country ; and for several years the 
invention appears to have been entirely dormant; 
nor, indeed, does it appear ever to have been used 
by M. Bonnemain except for the purpose above 
mentioned. About the year 1817, the Marquis 
de Chabannes introduced a similar apparatus into 
this country for heating a conservatory, and also 
heating some rooms in a private house, by pipes 
leading from the kitchen boiler. In the following 
year ho published, in London, a pamphlet de- 
scribing this apparatus, and some ingenious modi- 
fications of hot-air stoves. The invention appears 
to have made very little progress for some years. 
In 1822, Mr. Bacon, a gentleman of fortune, in- 
troduced the use of hot water into his forcing- 
houses, using for the purpose a single pipe of large 
diameter, communicating with the boiler ; and, 
by giving a slight elevation to the pipe from the 
horizontal line, he was thus enabled to produce a 
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■dilation of the water, the hot wutor slowly 
ssing along the upper part of the nearly hon- 
ontal pipe, and the colder water returning to the 
toiler along the lower part of the same pipe. The 
irculation in this apparatus was very imperfect; 
iid Mr. Atkinson, an architect, almost immedi- 
ately afterwards suggested the addition of a 
second pipe to bring back the colder wator to the 
boiler ; and thus at onco the apparatus assumed 
the form which it has ever since retained. By 
this alteration the apparatus was brought very 
nearly to the same form as that contrived by 
M. Bonnemain more than forty years before, the 
principal difference being that M. Bonnemain 
used only very small pipes of gun-barrel size, 
while Mr. Atkinson used pipes of four or five 
inches diameter. 

The honour of tin's invention has been claimed 
for Mr. Watt, prior to the time of M. Boimemain 
using it in France ; but there appear no grounds 
for supposing ho ever employed it without the in- 
tervention of steam, as a distributor of heat by 
circulation, in the manner in which it is now used. 
The mere motion of hot water in pipes is an in- 
vention of far greater antiquity than the time 
either of Watt or Boimemain. Seneca has accu- 
rately described the mode of heating the water in 
the Thermaj of Rome, of which Castcll has given 
drawings;* and which show that the method 
of heating baths by passing the water through a 
coil of pipes which passed tln-ough the fire was 
known and practised previous to the Cliristian 
era : and, except that the tubes were of brass, in- 
stead of iron, they were precisely similar, both in 
form and arrangement, to those used at the pre- 
sent day for the like purpose ; the lapse of nine- 
* CaateU's " Illustrations of the Villas of the Ancients," 
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teen centuries having: apparently added noth 
to oui" knowledge on this subject. 

Since the first introduction of the hot-water ap- 
paratus for warming buildings, the variations made 
in its more complicated arrangements appear to 
have been very gradually adopted. Each time 
that an apparatus has been erected, the experi- 
mentalist has deviated in some small degree from 
the model of that which preceded ; apparently 
afraid of venturing on too great a variation, yet 
requiring, from contingent circumstances, some 
alteration of its form and application. This mode 
of proceeding, though natural while the principles 
were not thoroughly understood, lias frequently 
led to both inconvenience and loss, in consequence 
of the numerous failures to which it has given 
rise, by unintentional deviations from the prin- 
ciples. In the present attempt to elucidate the 
subject, it will, however, be shown that success 
needs not be uncertain, provided only that the 
laws of physics be justly applied and strictly ad- 
hered to. 

So numerous have been the failures which have 
occurred in this method of heating buildings, that 
nothing but the intrinsic merits of the invention 
could possibly have made it retain its hold on the 
public favour. Every imaginable kind of mistake 
has been made in apparatus erected on this plan. 
And these mistakes still continue to be made as 
frequently as ever, notwithstanding the vast num- 
ber of buildings in which it has been successfully 
applied, and which might be consulted for correct 
information. 

Neither the capabilities of this method of warm- 
ing, nor the various useful purposes to which it is 
applicable, are even yet fully appreciated. There 
are no buildings, however large, to which it can- 
not be advantageously adapted, nor any that pre- 
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nt insurmountable difficulties in its practical 

pplieation. And in many useful mupQMfl ">n- 

ectcd with arts and manufactures, it can be most 

oWaniagaously employed, though its application 

i these puiposes lias hitherto been greatly over* 

>oked. Its merit*, however, will best appear by 

9 plainest statement of facts. 

Since the publication of the first edition of this 

ork, in 1837, ample opportunities have occurred 

r testing in every variety of form the accuracy 

the rales and calculations which were then 

riven, for constructing and apportioning the hot- 

r-ater Apparatus to the varying circumstances 

i -li it in applied. The most important 

("the calculations are those on the heated surface 

quired to warm a given building, and the proper 

:> of the boiler and the furnace. The data on 
hieli were founded the rules, and tables for calcu- 
ng these proportions, were carefully compared, 
_h experimentally and practically ; and tlie ex- 
nsive use which has been made of these rules, 
with perfecl success, leaves no doubt whatever as 
to their complete accuracy. 

The object which lias been aimed at has been 
to render the work as clear as possible to practical 
men, while,- at the same time, it should not be 
below the notice of those who might desire either 

I acquaint themselves with the scientific princi- 
i» of the invention, or with the general bearing 
the. subject, on the health, the comfort, the 
ysical development, and even the duration of 
;, of a large portion of the human race. The 
ects of unwholcsomo air on the animal economy 
from imperfect ventilation and deleterious methods 
of producing artificial warmth, is a subject which 
has hitherto excited far too little attention. The 
laws which connect man with the physical universe 
are of far higher generalization than many are 
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inclined to believe : they bind together not alone 
the phenomena of our own world, but of the entire 
material universe; and yet mankind vainly sup- 
pose they can act as they please with relation to 
these immutable laws,— that they can fashion them 
to their own will, and to their own imagined 
wants; and instead of endeavouring to make them- 
selves more thoroughly acquainted with these laws, 
devised by unerring Wisdom for the universal 
good, they choose rather to act either in direct 
opposition, or, at least, in total neglect of those 
great truths which philosophy has been permitted 
to discover and unfold. But it is certain that they 
cannot with impunity neglect the great truths 
which physiology discloses ; nor can they place 
themselves in opposition to those fundamental laws 
which bind together the whole physical universe, 
without entailing upon themselves the penalties 
which the Great Author of those laws has made 
the inseparable condition of their infringement. 

It is hoped the following pages will place this 
matter in a clear point of view, in a sufficiently 
popular manner. 




IT. 1.) In endeavouring to explain the prin- 
ciples of the various forma of apparatus in which 
hot water, circulating through iron pipes, is em- 
ployed as a means for distributing artificial heat, 
the first object should be to point out, as clearly as 
possible, the power which produces the circulation 
of the water; for without a clear perception of this 
part of the subject, there will always be an uncer- 
tainty as to the results which will obtain, when any 
departure is made from the most simple form and 
arrangement of the different parts of the appa- 
ratus. It is this circulation which causes all 
the water in the apparatus to pass successively 
through the boiler, and then communicates the 
heat, that is thus received from the fuel to the 
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various buildings or apartments which it is de- 
signed to warm. Without this circulation, those 
parts of the apparatus which are remote from the 
fire would not receive any heat ; because water is 
so bad a conductor that it is only when there 
exists perfect freedom of motion among its par- 
ticles, that it acts at all as a conductor of heat, so 
far, at least, as regards any practical and useful 
effect. It is in a complete and perfect circulation, 
therefore, that the efficiency of a hot-water appa- 
ratus depends, and that the greatest amount of heat 
is obtained by it from a given quantity of fuel. 

(2.) The only treatise hitherto pubhshed, in 
which any attempt has been made to explain the 
cause of the circulation of the water in this de- 
scription of apparatus, is Mr. Tredgold's work on 
heating by steam ; and the effect is there referred 
entirely to an erroneous cause. In the Appendix 
to that work, the cause of motion is thus explained. 
"If the vessels A B, and 
pipes, be filled with water, 
and heat be applied to the 
vessel a, the effect of heat 
will expand the water in 
the vessel a, and the sur- 
face will, iu consequence, 
rise to a higher level, a d, the former general level 
surface being b b. The density of the fluid in the 
vessel a will also decrease in consequence of its 
expansion; but as soon as the column c d (above 
the centre of the upper pipe) is of a greater weight 
than the column fe, motion will commence along 
the upper pipe from a to b, and the change this 
motion produces in the equilibrium of the fluid 
will cause a corresponding motion in the lower 
pipe from B to A." 

(3.) Now it is certain that this theory will not 
account for the circulation of the water, under all 
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circumstances, and every variety of form of the 
apparatus ; and as the cause of motion must be the 
same in all cases, any explanation which will not 
applv universally must necessarily be erroneous. 
Were this the true cause of motion, there would be 
no difficulty in obtaining a circulation in all cases ; 
for, according to this reasoning 1 , whenever the level 
of the water is higher in the boiler than in the 
pipes- — or even if an upright pipe were placed on 
the top of a close boiler, by which the pressure on 
the surface would be increased — the water must 
of necessity circulate through the pipes : while, on 
the other hand, if this hypothesis were correct, 
the water in an apparatus constructed as in the 
following figure would not circulate at all. 

(1.) Suppose the apparatus, fig. 2, to be filled 
with cold water, and the two stop-cocks, f y, to bo 
closed : on applying 
heat to the vessel A, Vm. 2. 

the water it contains 
will expand in bulk, 
and a part of it will 
fimv through the small 
waste pipe x, which 
is so placed as to prevent the water rising higher 
in the vessel a than the top of the vessel B. The 
water which remains in the vessel a, after it has 
been heated, and a portion of it has passed 
through the waste-pipe x, will evidently be 
lighter than it was before, while its height will 
remain unaltered. Suppose, now, the two cocks, 
f<? : to he simultaneously opened ; the hot water 
in the boiler a will immediately flow towards b 
through the upper pipe, and the cold water in b 
will flow into a through the lower pipe ; although, 
by the hypothesis previously alluded to, unless 
the water in the vessel a, above the pipe c, were 



heavier, or rose to a higher level than the water 
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12 CAUSE OP CIRCULATION. 

in the vessel b, no circulation could take place. 
In this case, therefore, we must find another ex- 
planation of the cause of motion. 

(5.) The power which produces circulation of 
the water will be found to arise from a different 
cause than that which is here stated ; for we sec 
that this reason is insufficient to account for the 
effect, even in one of the simplest forms of the 
apparatus. 

In order to explain this, let us suppose heat to 
be applied to the boiler a, fig. 2. A dilatation of 
the volume of the water takes place, and it be- 
comes lighter ; the heated particles rising upwards 
through the colder ones, which latter sink to the 
bottom by their greater specific gravity, and they 
in their turn become heated and expanded like 
the others. This intestine motion continues until 
all the particles become equally heated, and have 
received as much heat as tho fuel can impart to 
them. But as soon as the water in the boiler be- 
gins thus to acquire heat, and to become lighter 
than that which is in the opposite vessel b, the 
water in the lower horizontal pipe d is pressed by 
a greater weight at z than at y, and it therefore 
moves towards a with a velocity and force equal 
to the difference in pressure at the two points y 
and z.* The water in the upper part of the 
vessel b would now assume a lower level, were it 
not that the pipe c furnishes a fresh supply of 
water from the boiler to replenish the deficiency. 

* To any person unacquainted with the science of Hydro- 
statics, this may probably appear erroneous, because the quan- 
tity of water contained in A is much greater than that in B. 
It is, however, one of the first laws of Hydrostatics that the 
pressure of fluids depends for its amount on tho height of the 
fluid only, and is wholly irrespective of the bulk, or actual 
quantity of fluid : therefore, a pipe which is not larger than a 
quill wUl transmit the same amount of pressure as though it 
were a foot, or a yard, in diameter, provided the height be 
alike in both cases. (See Art. 10.) 
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By means of this unequal pressure on the lower 
pipe, the water ifl forced to circulate through the 
apparatus, and it continue* to do so as long as the 
water in u is colder, and therefore heavier, than 
that which is in the boiler ; and as the water in 
the pipes is constantly parting with its heat, both 
by radiation and conduction, while that in the 
boiler is as continually receiving additional heat 
from the fire, an equality of temperature never 
can occur; if it did, the circulation would cense. 

(6.) We see, then, that the cause of the circula- 
tion is the unequal pressure on the lower pipe of 
the apparatus ; and that it is not the result of any 
alteration which takes place in the level of the 
water, as has been erroneously supposed. Indeed, 
the truth of this appears so plain, that it would 
scarcely require explanation at such a length, were 
it not that false opinions in this matter appear to 
have led to many errors in practice. 

As the circulation is caused by the water in tho 
descending pipe being colder, and therefore heavier 
than that which is in the boiler, it follows, as a 
necessary consequence, that the colder the water 
in the descending pipe shall be, relatively to that 
which is in the boiler, so much the more rapid 
will be its motion through the pipes. In such 
an arrangement of 
pipes as fig. 3, the 
Hater in the de- 
scending pipe e /, 
having to travel 
farther before it 
descends to the 
lower part of the boiler than when the pipes are 
arranged as in fig. 2, it will of course be colder at 
the time of its descent, in the case, fig. 3 than in 
fig. 2, and therefore the circulation will be more 
rapid. The height of the descending pipe is sup- 
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posed to bo alike in both cases, because c d and 
e f are together equal to a b, 

(7.) Some persons have imagined that if the 
pipes be inclined, so as to allow a gradual fall of 
the water in its return to the boiler, additional 
power will be gained ; as, for instance, by in- 
clining the lower pipe of fig. 3, so as to make the 
part e lower than d, and then reducing the vertical 
height of the return pipe e f. This, at first, ap- 
pears very plausible, particularly with regard to 
some peculiar forme of the apparatus ; but the 
principle is, in fact, entirely erroneous. The 
author of the Appendix to Iredgold's work, al- 
ready quoted, in consequence of adopting the 
erroneous hypothesis, that the motion of the water 
commences in the upper pipe instead of the lower 
one, as already described, appears to recommend 
an inclination being given to the pipes in this 
manner ; and he has described an apparatus that 
he erected, to which a fall of four foet was given 
to the water by this method. 

This error appears to arise from treating the 
subject as a simple question of hydraulics, instead 
of a compound result of hydrodynamics. But, in 
order to ascertain what is the effect of thus inclin- 
ing the pipes, let ns suppose an extreme case. 

It is evident that the farther the water flows, 
the colder does it become. It must, therefore, be 
hotter at A (fig. 4) than it is at b, and hotter at b 
than c, and so on. Let us, now, suppose any 
arbitrary number to represent the specific gravity 
of the water at a ; say, for instance, -94. The 
water at b, in consequence of having flowed farther, 
and therefore become colder and heavier, will be, 
we will suppose, of the specific gravity of *95 ; at 
c, for the same reasons, it will be ■96, and so on 
to f, where, from having run the greatest dis- 
tance from the boiler, it will be the heaviest of 
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ail ;* and the sum of all these numbers represents 
the pressure at w. But had the pipe, instead of 
inclining gradually from the boiler, continued on a 
level to a, as represented by the dotted linos, the 
water would have been as cold, and therefore as 
heavy, at a as by the former arrangement it is at 
f, and then-tun' its specific gravity would be t&8 
same, namely, "99. Now, as the pressure of water 
Fio. 4. 




s 



is as its vertical height, by dividing the vertical 
pipe, "/, in the same manner as we have done 
With the inclined pipe, we shall have a, b, c, d, e, 
/, each equal in altitude to the corresponding divi- 
sions of the inclined pipe; and as the specific 
gravity of each division is equal to "99, the total 
number representing the sum of all these will show 
the pressure at the point /. We shall hence find 
the pressure of the vertical pipe, compared with 
that of the inclined pipe, will be as 594: is to 
5-79. t 

(8.) It is evident from this that there must be 

considerable loss on the effective pressure by 

making the pipe to incline below the horizontal 

level. Nor can this loss be compensated in any 

* The real Bpeiiiic gravities could not conveniently be used 
in this illustration, aa they would require several decimal 
places of figures. (See Table IV., Appendix.) 

+ If the strict analogy were carried out, the difference ought 
to be greater than is here represented, because it is evident 
that instead of a, b, c, d, &c, being each of equal density, S 
will be heavier than a, and c heavier than b, and so on ; but 
the illustration, as now given, will be sufficient to show the 
principle. 




4 



I 



manner ; for the total height heing the same, 
whether the water descends through a vertical or 
through an inclined pipe, the force or pressure 
will only bo equal to the specific gravity of the 
matter. And as there is actually more matter in 
a pipe filled with cold water than in a similar pipe 
filled with hot water, the gravitating force will be 
inversely proportional to the temperature ; that 
is, it will be less in proportion as the temperature 
of the water is greater. There must, therefore, 
under all circumstances, be a positive loss ofefiect 
by inclining the pipe in the manner stated.* 

(9.) In such a form of apparatus as fig. 3, there 
would be no circulation of the water, unless some 
plan were adopted by which the air would be 
dislodged from the pipes, and a ready escape 
provided for it. Nothing is more necessary to 
be attended to than this ; for, in the more com- 
plicated forms of the apparatus, the want of an 
efficient means of discharging the air has been 
the cause of innumerable failures. Suppose we 
require the apparatus fig. 3 to be filled with water ; 
by pouring it in at the boiler, the pipe e/will of 
course be filled simultaneously with it, and then the 
lower pipe d ; and the water will then gradually 
rise higher in the boiler until it partially fills the 
upper pipe. At last the orifice of the pipe x will 
become full, and the air which is in the pipe c x, 
being thus prevented from escaping, will be forced 
towards c by the weight of water behind it ; and 
if the quantity of air be sufficiently large, it will 
entirely prevent the junction of the water at c, and 
cut oft' the communication between the two pipes at 

* It must not bo supposed that this reasoning at all applies 
to any case of pure hydraulics. If the question were only as 
regards a fluid of uniform temperature, then the greatest effect 
would be obtained by using an inclined pipe ; out the fluid 
which we are now regarding is one of a varying density and 
temperature, which materially alters the conditional results. 
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c d. If an opening be now made in the pipe at c, 
the air will immediately escape, being forced out. 
bv the greater density of the water; and, there- 
fore, either a valve or a cock must be placed there, 
to allow of its discharge, for otherwise no circu- 
lation of the water ran enaue. As water, while 
boiling, always evolves air, it is not sufficient 
merely to discharge the air from the pipes on first 
filling them with water, because it is continually 
accumulating :* and in many instances, particu- 
larly with a close-topped boiler, it is desirable to 
have the air-vent self-acting, either by using a 
valve or a small open pipe ; in others, a cock will 
often be found most convenient. 

The size of the vent is not material, as a very 
small opening will be sufficient to allow the air to 
escape. For the rapidity of motion in fluids when 
pressed by equal weights being inversely propor- 
tional to their specific gravities, as water is 827 
times more dense than air, an aperture which is 
sufficiently large to empty a pipe in fourteen 
minutes if it contained water, would, if it con- 
tained air, empty it in about one second.-f Air 
being so very much lighter than water, it is of 
course necessary that the vents provided for its 
escape be placed in the highest part of the appa- 
ratus, for it is there it will always lodge ; and 
sometimes it will be found necessary to have 
several vents in different parts of the apparatus. 

Though it is perfectly easy, as far as the mere 
mechanical operation is concerned, to provide for 
the discharge of the air from the pipes, it requires 

* If the water were always kept, boiling, the air, after being 
once expelled, would not again accumulate. But when the 
water cools, it again imbibes air; and thus a continual dis- 
charge of air occurs in a hot- water apparatus. 

\ Manchester Memoir*, vol. v., p. 398 ; and Nickohori * Journal, 
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18 CLOSE BOILERS. 

much consideration and careful study to direct 
the application of those mechanical means to the 
exact spot where they will be useful. The sub- 
ject will, therefore, be again adverted to in a 
subsequent chapter, when we have investigated 
the principles of the apparatus in some of its more 
complex forms of arrangement. 

(10.) The plan of the boiler and pipes which 
has been given in the preceding figures is ap- 
plicable to comparatively but few purposes ; for, 
in consequence of the boiler being open at the 
top, the pipes must be laid level with it, other- 
wise the water would overflow. When the 
pipes are required to rise higher than the boiler, 
the latter must be closed at the top, and the pipes 
can then be carried upwards to any required 
height. This arrangement possesses considerable 
advantages : for the higher we make the ascending 
and descending pipes, the more rapid is the circu- 
lation of the water.* This effect will necessarily 
result from the principles already explained; 
because, as motion is obtained in consequence of 
the difference in weight of the ascending and de- 
scending columns of water, the greater the height 
of these columns, the greater must be the differ- 
ence in their weight, and therefore the greater 
must be the force and Telocity of motion. 

The advantages which may be derived from an 
increased height in the ascending pipe cannot, how- 
ever, be applied in an unlimited manner, because 
it might lead to inconvenience, and even be at- 
tended with some degree of danger to the appa- 
ratus, if the increased height were not regulated by 
* In this and the preceding figures, the pipes are drawn 
eo as to show the flow and return pipes lying one above the 
other. A moment's consideration will satisfy any one that 
the effect will be the same if they were placed side by side on 
the same level ; and frequently this arrangement is far more 
■onvenient. 




certain rules, and these, when ascertained, applied 
with judgment. 

The pressure produced by water is calculated 
by its columnar height, reckoned from the bottom 
of the vessel iu which it :' 
the vessel bo open at 
the top and very deep, 
or closed at the top fi 
and very shallow, but 
with a pipe attached 
to the top, like the 
boiler and pipe A B, 
fig. 5, the pressure 
will be exactly alike 
in either ease, if the 
deep open boiler be 
equal in height to that 

of tlie shallow boiler and upright pipe conjointly ; 
notwithstanding the quantity of water may be ten 
times, or 100 times, larger in the one case than 
the other. Neither is the pressure increased, 
however large may be the- diameter of the pipe 
winch ia usod ; nor is it lesseued if the pipe bo 
inserted at the side of the boiler, as in the (lotted 
lines y «?, fig. 5, instead of being placed on the top. 

As the pressure of water on each square inch of 
surface increases at the rate of about half a pound* 
for every foot of perpendicular height, if the height 
from the bottom of the boiler to the top of the pipe 
be six feet, the pressure on the bottom will be three 
pounds on evory square inch of surface ; but if the 
boiler be two feet high, the pressure on the top — 

* The exact weight of a perpendicular foot of water, with a 
base in OEo squaro inch, is 3030-2 I grain*, at the temperature 
of 60" ; which ia therefore only -4328 of a pound avoirdupois. 
AcolumnofwaterHO foot high only gives a pressure ofl2-68lbs., 
instead of 15 lbs,, as usually reckoned ; and therefore the real 
height of a column of water, which will give a pressure equal 
i, must be 341 f ee '- 
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which will be a pressure upwards — will be only 
two pounds on every square inch of surface, because 
it will only have four perpendicular feet of water 
above it. If the height of the pipe be increased 
to 38 feet, and the depth of the boiler be two feet, 
as before, making 30 feet together, the pressure 
will be 15 lbs. on each square inch of the bottom, 
14 lbs. on each square inch of the top, and ;m 
average pressure of 14£ lbs. on each square inch 
of the sides of the boiler. Suppose, now, a boiler 
to be three feet long, two feet wide, and two feet 
deep, with a pipe 38 feet high from the top of the 
boiler ; when the apparatus is filled with water 
there will be a pressure on the boiler of 66,816 lbs., 
or very nearly 30 tons.* 

(11.) When a groat pressure is used in a hot- 
water apparatus, in the manner here described, it 
is necessary that the materials of the boiler should 
be stronger than they otherwise need be ; and 
more care is also required in making the joints 
very sound, for attaching the pipes to the boiler 
so as to prevent any leakage. But when these 
mechanical difficulties are overcome, the amount 
of danger arising from a great pressure of water 
must not be overrated, for it might otherwise deter 
some persons from adopting this form of the appa- 
ratus, notwithstanding its numerous advantages. 

(12.) The great danger that arises from the 
bursting of a steam apparatus is in consequence 
of the elastic force of steam, which, at very high 
temperatures, is immense. But water possesses 

* This enormous pressure on vessels which contain water 
does not occur in the case of pipes merely used fortJte comeeymice 
of water; for in this ease, when the water runs out of the 
lower end of a long vertical pipe as fast aa it runs in at the 
top, although it be always kept perfectly full, still there may 

Erobably be no pressure whatever on any part of the pipe, 
owever great its length maybe. — Rolison'e Mechanical Pkito- 
iy>fy, vol. ii., p. 580, et seq. 
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vory little elasticity compared with steam, it* ex- 
pansive force being- almost inappreciable under 
ordinary circumstances. At the pressure of Lfi Dbg. 
per square Inch, the water in the boiler last de- 
scribed, which holds about 75 gallons, would be 
compressed rather less than one cubit: inch, or about 
l-3'nh part of a pint.* The expansive force of 
the water in this apparatus, therefore, even sup- 

[>osing it were to burst, would be perfectly harm- 
ess ; for it could only expand as much as it had 
been compressed ; namely, one cubic inch. The 
effect on a boiler, by the presauro of tho water, 
will be precisely similar to a weight pressing upon 
it equal to the estimated pressure of the water, 
which is quite different from the sudden and violent 
force produced by the expansive power of steam. 
As an apparatus of this kind could never be forced 
asunder, as in the explosion of a steam-boiler, the 
only result, under the worst circumstances that 
could occur, would be a leakage of tho water, in 
consequence of the cracking of some part of the 
boiler. 

Neither tho principle nor the practical working 
of the apparatus is in the least affected by having 
any additional number of pipes leading out of or 
into the boiler. The effect is the same whether 
there are more flow-pipes than return-pipes, or, 
conversely, more return-pipes than flow-pipes. 
If there be two or more flow-pipes, whether they 
lead from the boiler separately, or branch from 
or whether they lead from op- 
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According tu the experiments of FrofoBsor Oerstead, the 
preBsion of water is -0000161 by a pressure of 15 lbs. por 
square inch ; and lie has found iliat it proceeds pari passwaa 
far as 65 atmospheres, which was the limit to which his experi- 
ments extended. This compression is about equal to reducing 
a given bulk of water f* of its volume by a pressure of 
20,000 lbs. per square inch. — Report Britiih Scientific Atsocia- 
tion, vol. ii., p. 353. 
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posite aides of the boiler, or all from one side, 
each range of pipes will act separately and have a 
velocity of circulation peculiar to itself: and one 
range of pipes may act efficiently, while another, 
though attached to the same boiler, may have no 
circulation whatever through it ; and this effect 
will not be altered whether the pipes return into 
the boiler separately, or all unite into one main 
pipe. The pressure, supposing the pipes to rise 
vertically from the boiler, will likewise be pre- 
cisely the same, however numerous the pipes 
may be. This circumstance is one of the pecu- 
liarities which distinguish fluids from solids. For 
if the fluid in any close vessel be pressed by the 
fluid contained in an upright pipe, so as to pro- 
duce a pressure of 10 lbs. on the square inch ; if a 
second pipe, capable of exerting a similar pres- 
sure with the first, be placed upon the same 
vessel, the united pressure will still be only 
1 lbs. per square inch ; and it would be no more, 
tlinugh ever so large a number of pipes were 
added, provided the vortical height were not in- 
creased. 

(13.) One advantage may be obtained by caus- 
ing the water to rise from the boiler by an as- 
cending pipe, as in tig. 5, which cannot be 
accomplished by any other means ; and it is of 
considerable importance to ascertain its true 
effect, as it has produced consequences which 
are not generally attributed to the right cause. 

The force and velocity of motion of the water, 
being proportional to the vertical height of the 
ascending and descending pipes ; by increasing 
this height, a facility is afforded for taking the 
pipes below tho horizontal level, as, for instance, 
when it is required to pass them under a door- 
way, or other similar obstruction, before they 
finally descend to the bottom of the boiler. In- 






VARIATIONS OF LEVEL. 23 

numerable failures have occurred in attempt- 
ing to make the water descend and again to 
ascend in this manner, the success of the experi- 
ment depending entirely upon the vertical height 
of the ascending pipe above the boiler. These 
alterations of the horizontal level, which are fre- 
quently very desirable, have, of course, their 
limits, beyond* which they cannot be carried; 
and it is from not having ascertained what are 
these limits, and what the cause of the limitation, 
that such uncertainty has hitherto prevailed with 
regard to this experiment ; for it frequently suc- 
ceeds, but more frequently fails, in practice. It 
will be most convenient, however, to consider 
this subject after we have ascertained what is the 
amount of motive power of the water in this kind 
of apparatus. 



CHAPTER II. 



On the Motive Power of the Water — Oa increasing the Motive 
Power — Velocity of Circulation — Circulation of Water 
below the ISoiler — Direct and Reversed Circulation — Air- 
Vents — Supply Cisterns — Expansion of Pipes, &o. 

(14.) It has already been mentioned that the 
power which produces circulation of the water is 
the unequal pressure on the return pipe, in conse- 
quence of the greater specific gravity of the water 
in the descending pipe, above that which is in 
the boiler. Whether this force acts on a long 
length of return pipe, as y s, fig. 2, or only on a 
very short leng-th, as/, fig. 3, the result will be 
precisely similar. 

Now, it is evident that, if this unequal pressure 
is the via viva, or motive power, which sets in 
motion the whole quantity of water in the ap- 
paratus, it is only necessary, in order to ascertain 
the exact amount of this force, that we know the 
specific gravities of the two columns of water; 
and the difference will, of course, be the effective 
pressure, or motive power. This can be accu- 
rately determined when the respective tempera- 
tures of the water in the boiler and in the 
descending pipe are known.* 

* A thermometer suitable for this purpose was long sine© 
proposed by M. Fourier, and called by him the thermometer 
of contact. It consists of a very small iron cup, juBt large 
enough to hold the bulb of the thermometer, but without 
a bottom to it. Over the bottom, a piece of goldbeater's skin 
is to be tied, and the cup is then to have a little mercury put 
in it, into which the bulb of the thermometer is to dip. The 
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As this difference of temperature rarely exceeds 
a very few degrees in ordinary cases, the differ- 
ence in the weight of the two columns must 
necessarily be very small. But, probably, the 
very trifling difference which exists between 
them, or, in other words, the extreme SHUlfimH 
of the motive power, is very imperfectly compre- 
hended, and will, perhaps, be regarded with 
some surprise when its amount is shown by exact 
computation. 

(15.) In order to ascertain, without a long and 
troublesome calculation, what is the amount of 
motive power for any particular apparatus, the 
following Table has been constructed. An ap- 
paratus is assumed to bo at work, having the 
temperature in the descending pipe 170"; and 
the difference of pressure upon the return-pipe is 
calculated, supposing the water in the boiler to 
exceed this temperature by from 2° to 20". This 
latter amount exceeds the difference that usually 
occurs in practice. 

By referring to the annexed Table, it will be 
found that when the difference between the tem- 
perature of the ascending and the descending 
columns amounts to 8°, the difference in weight 
is 8'16 grains on each square inch of the section 
of the return-pipe, supposing the height of the 
boiler a, fig. 2, to be 12 inches. This height, how- 
ever, is only taken as a convenient standard from 
which to calculate ; for, probably, the actual 
height will seldom be lees than about 18 inches, 
and, in many cases, it will be considerably more. 

cup, -when placet! on any hot surface, will accurately show the 
temperature, the contact between the skin and the surface 
being extremely perfect. As a permanent adjunct, however, 
to the hot-water apparatus, it is much better to use a. ther- 
mometer fitted with a hollow screw-nut, by which it can 
be accurately fixed to the apparatus, and the bulb actually 
dips into the water of the apparatus. 



Taule I. 

Difference in Weight of Two Columns of Water, each One 
Foot high, at various Totnperaturt 



Iliffcrenco in Weight 

of Two Column* of Water contained in different-died 

Pipes, each (Jno Foot in height. 



t gra. weight, grs. weight. 



19-1 
256 
32-0 
38-5 
45-0 
51-4 
67-9 
64*5 



14-3 
28-8 
433 
57-9 
72-3 
87'0 
101-7 




511 

76-7 
102-5 
1281 
1541 

ISO'O 
205-9 
231-9 
258*0 



me 

: 



:-.<:-. --■■■L'hr. 

2-028 
4'068 



10-200 
12'264 
14-328 



%* The above Table haa been calculated by the formula 
given with Table IV., in the Appendix, for ascertaining the 
specific gravity of Water at different temperatures. The 
assumed temperature is from 170 a to 190°. 

Now, suppose, in such a form of apparatus as 
fig. 2, the boiler to lie two feet high ; the distance 
from the top of the upper pipe to the centre of the 
lower pipe to be 18 inches; and the pipe four 
inches diameter; — if the difference of temperature 
between the water in the boiler and in the de- 
scending pipe be 8°, the difference of pressure on 
the return-pipe will be 153 grains, or about one- 
third part of an ounce weight : and this will be 
the amount of motive power of the apparatus, what- 
ever be the length of pipe attached to it. If such 
an apparatus have 100 yards of pipe, four inches 
diameter, and the boiler contains, suppose -30 gal- 
lons, there will be 190 gallons, or 1,900 lbs. 
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weight of water kept in continual motion by a 
force only equal to one-third of an ounce.* This 
calculation of the amount of the motive power, in 
comparison with the weight moved, will vaiy 
under different circumstances ; and in all cases the 
velocity of the circulation will vary simultaneously 
with it. 

(16.) It will be observed in the foregoing Table 
that the amount of motive power increases 
with the size of the pipe : for instance, the power 
is four times as great in a pipe of four inches dia- 
meter as in one of two inches. Tho power, how- 
ever, bears exactly the same relative proportion 
to the resistance or weight of water to be put in 
motion in all tho sizes alike; for although the 
motive power is lour times as great in pipes of 
four inches diameter as in those of two inches, 
the former contains four times as much water as 
the latter: tho power and the resistance, therefore, 
are relatively the same. 

(17.) As the motive power is so small, it is not 
at all surprising that, by an injudicious arrange- 
ment of the different parts of an apparatus, the 

* jr. Dotrochet made some experiments on the influencing 
cause* of the motion of currents of liquids. Ho found that a 
difference of temperature of l-8(l0th of a degTeo was sufficient 
to produce currents when aided by light, but the motions teased 
on light being excluded. In the absence of light (except whut 
was necessary to distinguish the object) the sound of a violon- 
cello or of it bell pri. ilii' id circulation in the liquid. Ho there- 
fore or included that the most minute differences ul temperature 
will produce motion among the particles of a fluid when aided 
by light or any ether cause which produces feeble vibrations to 
the particles of tho fluid. Quart. Journal of Scienct, vol. xxix., 
p. 194. It is not stated how this small excess of heat was 
ascertained. Tho effects of sound may possibly be in some way 
connected with a fact which liiot attempted to demonstrate by 
experiment- — that every vibration of a sonorous body in elastic 
media is accompanied with a change of temperature. Mmmires 
dt la Societi d'Arcueil, 1809: and Retrospect ■■{ Soimet, vol. v., 
p. 429. 
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resulting motion may frequently be impeded, and 
sometimes even totally destroyed ; for the slower 
the circulation of the water, the more likely is it 
to be interrupted in its course. There are two 
ways by which the amount of the motive power 
may bo increased : one, by allowing the water to 
cool a greater number of degrees between the time 
of its leaving the boiler and the period of its return 
through the descending pipe; the other, by in- 
creasing the vertical height of the ascending and 
descending columns of water. The effects pro- 
duced by these two methods are precisely similar, 
for, by doubling the difference of temperature 
between the flow-pipe and the return-pipe, the 
same increase in power is obtained as by doubling 
the vertical height; and tripling the difference in 
temperature is the same as tripling the vertical 
height.* This can bo ascertained by referring to 
the preceding Table. Thus, suppose, when the 
difference of temperature is 8°, and the vertical 
height four feet, that the motive power is 32 - 6 
grains per square inch : if the difference of tem- 
perature be increased to 16", while the height 
remains the same, or if the height be increased to 
eight feet while the temperature remains as at 
first, the pressure, in either case, will be 65 m 2 
grains per square inch, or twice the former 
amount. The same rule applies to other differ- 
ences, both of height and temperature. 

(18.) Almost the only two methods of increasing 
the difference of temperature between the ascend- 
ing and the descending columns are, either by in- 
creasing the quantity of pipe, so as to allow the 
water to flow a greater distance before it returns 
to the boder; or, by diminishing the diameter of 
the pipe, so as to expose more surface in proportion 

* This is without reference to friction : the effect will there- 
fore be a little modified by this cause. (See Art. 22 and 4a.) 
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to the quantity of water contained in it, and hy 
this means to make it part with more heat in a 
given time. (See Art. 61.) The first of these 
two methods, however, is neoaMarily limited by 
the extent of the building that is to be heated, to 
which the quantity of pipe must bo adjusted in 
order to obtain the required temperature: and, as 
to the second, thero are many objections against 
reducing the size of the pipes, which will be con- 
sidered presently. The increase of motive power 
to be obtained by increasing the height of the 
ascending column of water is, therefore, what 
must principally be depended on, when additional 
power is required to overcome any unusual ob- 
structions. 

(19.) In all cases the rapidity of circulation is 
proportional to the motive power ; and, in fact, 
the former is the index of the latter, and the 
measure of its amount. For if, while the resintance 
■iTmaim unijhrm, the motive power be increased in 
any manner or in any degree, the rate of circula- 
tion will increase in a relative proportion. Now 
the motive power, irrespective of retardation by 
friction, may be augmented, as we have already 
seen, eithor by increasing the vertical height of 
the pipe, by reducing its diameter, or by in- 
creasing its length, h by any of these means the 
circulation be doubled in velocity, then, as the 
water wdl pass through the same length of pipe 
in half the time it did before, it will only lose naif 
as much heat as in the former case, because the 
rate of cooling is not proportional to the distance 
through which the water circulates, but to the 
time of transit. If, then, by sufficiently increasing 
the vertical height, and doubling the velocity of 
the circulation, the difference between the tem- 
perature of the flow-pipe and the return-pipe be 
diminished one-half, it might be supposed that the 
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motive power of the apparatus would remain the 
same, and no advantage would appear to be gained 
by this moans. But this is not exactly the case. 
For although, whether wo double the vortical 
height, or double the horizontal length, wo shall, 
in cither case, increase the velocity of motion ; 
yet it will require a quadruple increase of verti- 
cal height, or a quadruple increase of horizontal 
length, to obtain double the original rate of cir- 
culation. (See Art. 21.) The increased velocity 
is, therefore, indicative of increased power ; and, 
in a hot-water apparatus, it is the increased velo- 
city of circulation which overcomes any obstruc- 
tions of a greater amount than ordinary. 

(20.) The velocity with which the water cir- 
culates in this kind of apparatus, although con- 
tinually subject to variation, can nevertheless be 
calculated theoretically, when certain data are 
agreed upon, or are ascertained to exist. 

When the two legs of an inverted siphon a, 
fig, 6, are filled with liquids of unequal density, 
if the stop-cock, z, be turned, so as 
to open the communication between 
them, the lighter liquid will move 
upwards with a force proportional 
to the difference of weight of the 
two columns, provided the bulk of 
N^fV^/ the two liquids be equal. If one 
, leg contains oil and the other con- 

tains water, the relative weights 
will be about as nine to ten ; therefore it will re- 
quire 10 inches of vertical height of oil to balance 
9 inches of water, and no motion will in that case 
take place. But when equal bulks of the two 
fluids are used, the velocity of motion with which 
the lighter fluid is forced upwards is equal to the 
velocity which a solid body would acquire in fall- 
ing, by its own gravity, through a space equal to 
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the additional height which the lighter body would 
occupy in the siphon, supposing a similjn- wmgkt 
of each fluid had been used. This velocity H 
ily calculated: a gravitating body falls 10 feet 
1 the first second of time of its descent, (54 feet 
i two seconds, and so on, the velocity increasing 
i the square of the time; therefore the relative 
elocities are as the square root* of the heights. 
Now, in the case of the siphon, which we have 
supposed to contain a column of water and a 
column of oil, each 9 inches in height; as the oil 
ought to be 10 inches high to balance the 9 inches 
of water, the oil in the one leg will be forced up- 
wards with a velocity equal to that which tho 
water (or any other body) would acquire by fall- 
ing through one inch of space ; and this velocity, 
we shall find, is equal to 138 feet per minute* 

(21.) To estimate the velocity of motion of the 
water in a hot-water apparatus, tho same rule will 
apply. If the average temperature be 170°, tho 
difference between the temperature of the ascend- 



■ Tho velocity will be as the square root of 16 foet/w second 
to the aquare root of tho additional height which an equal 
weight of the lighter liquid would occupy, reduced to the 
decimal of a foot ; and as the acquired velocity of a body at 
the end of a given time is twice as much as tho distance it 
passes through, in arriving; at any given velocity by accele- 
rated motion, or, in other words, as a body which fulls through 
16 feet of space, in one second, will proceed at the rate of 
32 feet per second afterwards, without receiving any additional 
impulse; so the Telocity found by this rule will be only half 
the real velocity ; and the number thus obtained must be mul- 
tiplied by 2. The velocity will, therefore, bo found by multi- 
plying the square root of tin: difference between the height of 
the two columns in decimals of a foot by the square root of 16, 
and then, multiplying that product by 2, wiD givo the real 
velocity per ttcond. 

The discharge through a siphon, employed to empty casks 
and other vessels, can also be calculated by this rule ; the 
velocity of motion will be equal to the diileronco in length of 
the two legs. 
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ing and the descending columns 8°, and the height 
10 feet ; when similar weights of water are placed 
in each column, the hottest will stand *331 of an 
inch higher than the other ; * and this will give a 
Telocity equal to 792 feet per minute. If the 
height be 5 feet, the difference of temperature 
remaining as before, the velocity will be only 
55 - 2 feet per minute ; but if the difference of tem- 
perature in this last example had been double the 
amount stated — that is, had the difference of tem- 
perature been 16°, and the vertical height of the 
Eipe 5 feet — then the velocity of motion would 
ave been 79 - 2 feet per minute, the same as in the 
first example, where the vertical height was 10 
feet, and the difference of temperature 8°. This, 
therefore, proves, in corroboration of what has 
been already stated (Art. 19), that reducing the 
temporature of the water, either by using smaller 
pipes, or by increasing the length through which 
it flows, has the same effect on the circulation as 
increasing the vertical height, leaving out of con- 
sideration the question of friction. The velocity 
for 3 feet of vertical height, by the same rule, 
will bo 43-2 feet per minute, for 2 feet of vertical 
height it will be 36 feet per minute, and for 18 
inches of vertical height it will be 30-7 feet per 
minute, if the difference of temperature between 
the two columns be in each case 8°, the same as 
in the former examples. It must here I 



however, that, although it appears by these calcu- 
lations that increasing the vertical height of the 
pipe fourfold will produce a double velocity of 
circulation, as the water will then pass through 
the pipe in half the time, the difference between 
the temperature of the flow-pipe and the return- 
pipe will be lessened one-half, and the velocity 

* The expansion of water by it will be found in Table IV., 
Appendix. 
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will at last become a mean rate ; ho that the men 
quadruple increase of vertical height, without the 
irizontal length be at the same time ini ■•reused, 
only produce a rate of circulation about one 
a half times the original velocity. 
(22.) Such is the result of theory; but, although 
this be true in itself, we shall, in practice, find but 
few cases that in any way agree with these results, 
in :■• Huequeuee of oilier causes modifying the 
effects. Even in an apparatus in which tfio length 
of pipe is not very considerable, where the pipes 
are of large diameter, and the angles i\:\v, a large de- 
duct inn from the theoretical amount must be made, 
to represent, with tolerable accuracy, the true velo- 
city. And in more complex apparatus the velocity 
of circulation is so much reduced by friction, that 
it will sometimes require from 50 to 90 per cent. 
and upwards to be deducted from the calculated 
locity, in order to obtain the true rate of circu- 

.tion.* The calculation of the friction of water 
* It Lob been, found by experiment (Bobt'aon'i Philnmphtj, 
vol. ii., p. 336), that a smooth pipe 1} inches in diameter, ami 
500 yards long, yields but one-Mlli of the quantity of water 
which it ought to do, independent of friction. And Mr. George 
Bennie found [Philosophical Transaction*, 1831) that the velo- 
city of a half-inch pipe was reduced nearly three- fourth h (that 
is, from 37 to I) by increasing its lt-i'igth from 1 foot to 
30 feet; that three semicircular bonds reduced the velocity & 
in a short pipe, and 14 such bends reduced it i'i of its velo- 
city, ■while 24 right-angled bonds reduced the velocity nearly 
two-thirds. The results of M. Prony's experiments led him 
to adopt the formula V = 26'79^- Z for the discharge 
through straight pipes : D being the diameter of the pipe ; 7. 
the altitude of the head of water ; l the length of the pipe in 
metres ; and v the mean velocity. M. Dubuat's formula for 
diminution by flexure is R = " ; where r is the resist- 

ance ; v the mean velocity ; a the sine of the angle of inci- 
dence ; ■» the number of cipuil rebounds. Dr. Young {Phi'to- 

jphical Transaction*, 180n} objects to this theory, and gives a 

iflerent one, which ho considers more nearly to represent the 

tie result. 
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passing through pipes is alike complicated and 
unsatisfactory. Though the question has been 
investigated by some of the most able philosophers 
and mathematicians, a simple and correct formula 
on this subject is still a desideratum ; and in the 
present state of knowledge of the subject it would 
be almost impossible to determine what would be 
the resulting velocity of circulation in a hot- 
water apparatus of complicated construction.* 

(23.) In addition to these ordinary causes which 
impede tho circulation, and which are common to 
all hydraulic experiments, there is another that is 
still more important, and is peculiar to the hot- 
water apparatus. The vertical angles in the pipe, 
or those angles which cany the pipe below the 
horizontal level, increase the resistance in this 
case to a very considerable extent, for they oppose 
not merely a passive resistance by friction, but 
they engender a force of their own, tending in an 
opposite direction to that of the prime moving 
power. 

The motion of the heated particles of water is 
very different in passing through an ascending 
pipe, compared with that which takes place in a 
descending pipe. The heated particles rise up- 
wards through an ascending pipe with great 
rapidity, and when the space occupied by the 
displaced particles is supplied by water from 



* In Robison's Mechanical Philosophy, vol. ii., pp. 261 — 627, 
will be found much information on this subject, with the re- 
sults of nearly nil this experiments llmt Imvo been made. Also 
see Dr. T. Young, I'liihimi/ihiail Trannictioiu, 1831 ; Nicholson?* 
Journal, vol. xxii., p. 104, and Philosophical Jf/ii/nzine, vol. 
xssiit., p. 123 ; Mr. Q. Eennie, Philosophical Transactions, 
1831, and Reports Brit. Set. Assoc, vol. ii., p. 153, and vol. iii., 
p. 415. In these eeveial works are given the experiments 
of BosBUt, 1'runy, I-hibu.il., Eytehvein, Veuturi, Borda, and 
others, which comprise nearly all that is known on this diffi- 
cult subject. 
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below, the motion becomes general in one di- 
rection, being it M>st rapid in the centre, mnl 
gradually decreasing towards the ci re a inference, 
where, on account of the friction, it becomes com- 
paratively slow. But in a descending pipe the 
circumstances are very different, the motion being 
much more like that of a solid body ; for as the 
heated particles are unable to force their way 
downwards through tlio.se which axe odder and 
heavier than themselves, the only motion arises 
from the cold water flowing out at the bottom, it^ 
place being then supplied at the top by that 
which is warmer, the whole apparently moving 
together, instead of the molecular action which 
has been described as the proper motion in an 
ascending pipe. 

(24.) In an apparatus constructed as fig. 7, the 

motion-through the boiler and pipe a B, and thr jh 

the descending pipe 
c D, takes place ac- Fig. 7. 

cording to (he two 
methods here descri- 
bed. But it is evident 
that, on motion com- 
mencing in the return 
pipe y z, in conse- 
quence of the greater 
pressure of c n than of a it, the water from a will 
be forced towards e, at the same time that the 
water in e, /, g, h flows towards c. But when a 
very small quantity of hot water has passed from 
the pipe and. boiler, a b, into the pipe e /, the 
column of water g h will be heavier than the 
column e /, and therefore there will be a tendency 
for motion to take place along the upper pipe 
towards the boiler, instead of from it. This force, 
whatever be its amount, must be in opposition to 
that which occurs in the lower or return pipe, in 
D 2 
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consequence of the pressure of c d being greater 
than A b ; and unless, therefore, the force of motion 
in the descending pipe cube sufficient to over- 
come this tendency to a retrograde motion, and 
leave a residual force sufficient to produce direct 
motion, no circulation of the water can take 
place, 

(25.) An extremely feeble power, as we have 
already seen, will produce circulation of the water 
in an apparatus where there are no unusual ob- 
structions; but it is a necessary result of the motive 
power being so very small, that it is easily neu- 
tralized. So trifling a circumstance as a thin 
shaving planed off a piece of wood, and acciden- 
tally getting into a pipe, has been known effec- 
tually to prevent the circulation in an apparatus 
otherwise perfect in all its parts. 

It is not sufficient, then, when such an obstruc- 
tion as the vertical declination from the horizontal 
level, shown by the last figure, has to be sur- 
mounted, merely to make the direct force of 
motion sufficient to overcome tlie antagonist force, 
and to leave the smallest possible residual amount 
for the purpose of causing circulation ; because an 
amount which would be sufficient for this purpose, 
as an undivided force, would not be found sufficient 
as a residual force. 

(26.) In estimating the additional height which 
it is necessary to give to the ascending column, 
in order to overcome such an obstruction as shown 
in fig. 7, it will be necessary to take into account 
what is the length and diameter of the pipe 
through which the water will have to pass, for on 
this depends the difference of temperature be- 
tween the ascending and descending columns, 
which we have seen materially affects the amount 
of the motive power of the apparatus. If the 
length of pipe be considerable, a somewhat smaller 
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crease of the vertical height of the ascending 
pe will suffice; but if the length of pipe be 
ort, a greater height must be allowed.* Tlio 
temperature to which the air surrounding the 
pipes is to be raised will also modify the result ; 
for on this will depend the quantity of heat given 
out by the pipes per minute, which likewise affects 
the temperature of the descending pipe. (Art. 

(27.) Under such a great diversity of circum- 
ices, it would be difficult to form a rulo for 
itimatmg what ought to be the height of the 
ascending pipe in such cases ; because, not only 
are these circumstances different in each appa- 
ratus, but they likewise differ, in somo respects, 
in tin.: same apparatus in the different stages of its 
working. The difficulty is also increased by not 
being able to lis on an absolute minimum measure- 
ment, which is sufficient, under all circumstances, 
to cause a circulation of the water in the common 
form of the apparatus. There have been instances 
where apparatus have succeeded, though con- 

* This applies merely to the possibility of producing motion, 
and not to tho resulting velocity of the circulation. For it 
must be home in mind that, although in every ease, by in- 
creasing the length of tlio pipe, or by inducing its diameter, 
we cause the water to asBume a greater difference of tempera- 
ture between the ascending and the descending columns, and 
thereby increase the circulation, still, in both those cases, wo 
greatly increase the friction, which thereforo considerably 
detracts from the advantages gained by this greater differ- 
ence of temperature. For as the friction is a certain quan- 
tity, compounded of the square root of the length of the pipe 
directly, and the diameter of the pipe inversely, it follows 
that the friction may become so great, by increasing the 
length and reducing the diameter, as completely to neutralize 
all beneficial effect ; for unless the circulation is moderately 
active, the apparatus will be of such unequal temperature as 
to render it nearly useless. The utmost caution is therefore 
necessary, in order that the friction may not become so great 
as to interfere with the duo circulation of the water. 
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structed on tlie very worst principles, in conse- 
quence of various circumstances Laving favoured 
the result. Thus in an apparatus constructed as 
fig. 8, where the pipes 
were not more than 
three inches apart, the 
water circulated with 
perfect freedom; but 
in this case, not only 
was the pipe of considerable length, and without 
angles or turns, but the size of the pipe was only 
two inches diameter, so that the water cooled 
twice as fast as it would have done had pipes of 
four inches diameter been used (Art. 61). It is, 
however, quite certain that such a distance be- 
tween the pipes, at their insertion into the boiler, 
as that which has just been described, is in- 
sufficient, under ordinary circumstances, to give a 
steady and good circulation. But when tho two 
pipes aro about 12 inches apart, at the place 
of their insertion into the boiler x /, fig. 3, which 
is 16 inches from centre to centre when the dia- 
meter of the pipe is four inches, it will be sufficient 
to produce a good circulation for almost any ordi- 
nary length of pipe, when it is not required to 
dip below the horizontal level. If tills be con- 
sidered as the minimum height, which, under 
ordinary circumstances, will obtain a good circu- 
lation when the pipes are not required to dip 
below the horizontal level, then an average height 
can be estimated for enabling any vertical decli- 
nation of the pipes to be made. 

(28.) When the pipe dips below the horizontal 
level, the height of the ascending pipe should 
generally be just so much greater than tho above 
dimensions, as the depth which the circulating 
pipe is required to dip below the horizontal level ; 
bearing in mind the circumstances mentioned 
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(Art. 2t>), which modify the general results.* 
Thus, suppose the depth of the dip, shown by the 
dotted line (/ i, fig. 9, to be 24 inches, then the 
distance f s ought to be 40 indies, if the pipes be 
four inches diameter ; that is, Jib' inches from cen- 
tre to centre, or 40 inches from the top of the pipe 
$ to the bottom of the pipe * ,' and with these 
dimensions, as good a circulation will be obtained 

I excepting the friction from the additional elbows) 
s when the distance between the top and bottom 
ipes is 16 inches from centre to centre, in the 
ommon form of the apparatus. It will be ob- 
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served that, by this arrangement, the distauco c d, 
from the under side of the flow-pipe to the upper 
side oi'tho return-pipe, is just 12 inches, which is 
the same height that was stated to be necessary to 
insure a good circulation, on the ordinary plan, 
without a vertical dip. The reason why this 
icight is sufficient in the present case, notwith- 

* So greatly, in fact, do these circumstances affect the 
moral result that it is very possible, in particidar circum- 
to make the water descend below the bottom of the 
boiler to a considerable depth without stopping the circulation. 
It is therefore evidont that the dimensions which are here 
given for Ihe height of the ascending pipe, relative to the dip, 
must not be taken as an absolute minimum, but simply as s 
general rule, wbii.h will succeed hi all eases. See Art. 
,d31. 
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standing the increased friction of the angles, is be- 
cause there must always bo a greater difference 
between the temperature of e and / than between 
either g and A, or between i and Jc, or even more 
than between both these together ; therefore the 
tendency to direct motion is greater than towards 
retrograde motion, in proportion to tins difference, 
and is sufficient to overcome the increased friction 
caused by the vertical declination ; while the ad- 
ditional height of 12 inches beyond the height of 
the dip, possessed by the descending pipe /, is 
sufficient to produce circulation of the water. If 
g and *, and also i and k, were very wide apart, 
say 40 or 50 feet, instead of being, as usual, only 
about three or four feet, the balance of effect, 
though still in favour of direct motion, would not 
be so great as in the last supposed case ; because 
there would be a greater difference in temperature 
between g and h (that is, h would be heavier than 
ff in a greater degree), which would give a greater 
tendency to retrograde motion. In many cases, 
therefore, it will be advisable to make the ascend- 
ing pipe somewhat higher in proportion to the dip 
than is here stated, particularly when there are 
several such alterations required in the level of the 
pipes ; and, in all cases, as has been before ob- 
served, the higher the ascending pipe is made, the 
more rapid will be the circulation, and, therefore, 
the more perfect the apparatus will become. 

(29.) The remarks which have been made with 
respect to the height of the ascending pipe, rela- 
tively to the vertical declination, or dip, below the 
level of the horizontal pipe, applies to all the usual 
forms which are given to the apparatus. But 
there are peculiar arrangements which may be 
adopted that will allow the dip of the circulating 






{>ipe to be much greater than the proportion which 
las here been stated ; for, in some cases, the 
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pipes may even pass below the bottom of tin; 
boiler to a considerable depth, without destroying 

the circulation ; and, from the very extensive dm 
that is now made of the hot-water apparatus for 
heating buildings of every description, it is very 
desirable to examine this part of the subject at 
some length, as its application will, in many cases, 
entirely depend upon the possibility of making 
the pipes descend below the boiler. 

(30.) In an arrangement of pipes such as fig. 10, 
the circulation will depend entirely upon the quan- 
tity of heat given off by the coil e ; for it is evident 
that when the boiler B and pipe a are heated, 
the direct motion will arise in consequence of the 
greater weight of 
the water in the coil 
c and pipe d, above 
that which is in the 
boiler and pipe, B a. 
But as the water in 
in the pipe e, below 
the dotted line, will 
be lighter than that 
in the pipe f, the 
tendency in that 
part of the apparatus 
will be towards a 
reta 'grade motion. 
The result of these 
two forces will be that if the water in the whole 
length of pipe w x is heavier than that of the 
whole length, y z, in a sufficient degree to over- 
come the increased friction, circulation of the 
water will take place ; and the velocity of motion 
will depend upon the amount of this difference in 
weight. 

(31.) Another form, though somewhat more 
complicated, may be given to this arrangement 
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of the apparatus. In fig. 11, b represents the 
boiler ; and the effective or direct motion is, in 
this case, caused by the water in the coil and pipe 
c d being so much 
Fig. Ui heavier than that 

in the boiler and 
pipe, b a, that it 
overcomes the re- 
trograde motion 
which isproduced 
by all the other 
parts of the appa- 
ratus. Thus the 
water in g h, be- 
ing heavier than 
that in t k, and 
that in e f (below 
the dotted line) being lighter than that in I m, 
has in both cases a tendency to retrogression; 
and this will be more considerable in proportion 
as the pipes i fc, and g h, &c, are more distant 
from each other. The motive power, therefore, 
entirely depends upon the quantity of heat given 
off by the coil ; for the water must be cooled down 
many degrees, in order to give it a sufficient pre- 
ponderance over the water in b a, to cause a cir- 
culation ; and the circulation must necessarily be 
very slow, and, therefore, the temperature very 
unequally diffused. 

If the coil, in the last two figures, be placed in 
any lower position than is here shown, the effect 
will be proportionately less in producing circula- 
tion ; and if placed below the dotted hues, it 
would be scarcely possible to obtain any circulation 
at all. Nor would there be any circulation if the 
coil were omitted, because the mere descent of the 
water through a straight pipe would not cool it 
sufficiently to give the necessary preponderance 
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to the descending column, unless some other con- 
triviiiice for the purpose of cooling the water to an 
equal extent were adopted. 

(32.) The principle which governs the circula- 
tion in these last-mcnti<mcd cases is capable of 
many application*. And it must be remembered 
that, as a coil of pipes produces an enormous 
degree of friction in the fluid passing through it, 
which must be uvercuniu liel'uri' ciiriilatinti ran he 
produced, a smaller difference of temperature 
between the ascending and descending columns 




ould produce circulation, if the apparatus were 
contrived BO as to cause less friction to the fluid 
passing through it. 

In an apparatus constructed as tig, 12 the water 
rises directly from the boiler into an open cistern, 
A ; and it then descends through the pipe u, which 
communicates with the bottom or the side of this 
cistern. In cases of this kind it has boon gene- 
rally assumed that the water will descend as far 
below the boiler as the rising pipe and the cistern 
are above the boiler ; and, practically, it is often 
found that this is the case, though the explanation 
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of the fact must be sought for among 1 a different 
class of phenomena than those which merely 
regard the height of the ascending pipe. 

(33.) Tho advantage of conveying the- water 
into an elevated cistern, as shown in tho last 
figure, appears to ho twofold.* It allows the 
freest csca[>e of air and of steam, either of which 
would prevent tho circulation, if it lodged in tho 
part of the apparatus a, y, i, in fig. 1 1 ; and which 
part is in fig. 12 occupied by the open cistern. 
This cistern also facilitates tho circulation, by 
increasing both the actual as well as the relative 
weight of the descending column of water ; because 
no part of the descending pipe u can possibly con- 
tain steam, as the water will remain in the cistern 
a until it has become colder than that in tho pipe 
e, and boiler F ; and it is evident that, by such an 
arrangement as fig. 12, this difference of tempe- 
rature must constantly increase, after heat is applied 
to the boiler, until it becomes sufficient to give a 
preponderance to the water in b ; and even if tho 
heat were sufficient to raise steam in the pipe e, 
this would only still increase the effect, instead of 
diminishing or even wholly stopping the circula- 
tion, as would bo tho case with an apparatus like 
fig. 1 1 , under similar circumstances. 

(34.) Many other arrangements of the apparatus 
answering tho same purpose as these last three 
figures might bo contrived ; but while these forms 
are advantageous when difficulties of adaptation 
have to bo surmounted, it must not bo imagined 
that they are recommended above the more simple 
forms shown in figs. 3, 7, and 9. It requires groat 
judgment in adopting some of these complicated 
arrangements ; for many causes may interfere to 

* The Marquis do Cliabannes was the first to employ an 
elevated cistern in Hiis way, and it isdisirilni] in lii.ipuniphlet, 
published in 1818, on " Warming and Ventilating Buildings." 
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prevent complete success ; and it is sometimes so 
very difficult to detect the various causes of inter- 
ference, and tho impediments which arise are 
often, apparently, so insignificant in their extent, 
that even when ascertained they aro frequently 
neglected. Those, however, who bear in mind 
*iow small is the amount of motive power in any 
ppanitus of this description, will not consider 
i unimportant, any impediment however small, 
hich they may detect ; but, in the more com- 
ilicated forms of tho apparatus, so many causes 
3como operative, that the reason of failure may 
tnietimes elude the detection of even an expe- 
enced practitioner. 

(:j.j.) It has occasionally occurred that the cir- 
rubitHH! of the water in an apparatus has been 
reversed, the hot water passing along" what should 
be the return-pipe, and the colder water following 
the course of the flow-pipe. This effect lias some- 
times been exceedingly puzzling; but it will be 
found to arise in those apparatus which have but 
small motive power, and in which the principle 
has not been followed out of making the water rise 
to the highest point of the apparatus as soon as 
possible, and allowing it, in its return to the boiler, 
to give out its heat to the various pipes, coils, or 
other distributing surfaces which it is designed to 
heat. If the opposite course to this be adopted, 
the friction in the pipes often becomes so con- 
siderable that the direct and natural action of the 
ascending column is altered, and the hot water, 
meeting less resistance by passing through what 
ought to be the return-pipe, converts it at onco 
into a flow-pipe, and entirely reverses the ordinary 
action of tho apparatus. This is particularly 
liable to occur in boilers which have but littlo 
depth ; and it sometimes happens that the appa- 
ratus, when constructed in this way, will operate 
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moat capriciously, the circulation sometimes being 
direct and sometimes retrograde, and sometimes 
stopping altogether. Whenever, therefore, the 
pipes rise to any considerable height above the 
boiler, it is very desirable that the most direct 
route should be provided for the water to flow 
first to the highest elevation, after which, in its 
return to the boiler, it may be made to pass 
through the various pipes, coils, and other heat- 
distributing surfaces, which will thus secure its 
most efficient action and the most perfect cir- 
culation. 

(36.) The distance through which the water 
will circulate in a hot-water apparatus is very 
great ; its limit has not yet been ascertained, and 
probably never will be, as it must depend upon 
many circumstances totally differing in almost 
every apparatus. The higher the water rises 
above the boiler, the greater is the length through 
which it may afterwards bo made to circulate ; 
and many apparatus are- successfully working 
where the water circulates thri nigh several hundred 
feet of pipe, in a continuous course, before it again 
returns back to the boiler to be reheated. In 
general, however, it is very desirable to shorten 
this circulation as much as possible, and an appa- 
ratus will always be more efficient if it can be so 
arranged, by altering the position of the boiler, or 
the disposition of the pipes, that the water shall 
run through two or more distinct and short cir- 
culations, rather than through one long one. Nor 
is this at all at variance with what has been pre- 
viously stated about the velocity of circulation 
being increased by lengthening the circulating 
pipe (Art. 19). For while impediments to the 
circulation may be overcome by a considerable 
difference of temperature in the flow and return- 
pipe, the apparatus will always be more efficient 
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when the temperature of tin- various parts of the 
apparatus does not very widely differ. 

(87.) When an apparatai is bo contrtructed thai 
the boiler is considerably below the pipei ei 
other surfaces giving out heat, the circulation in 
sure to be very rapid, and the greatest effect 
will always be obtained by making the circulation 
as short as possible, BO as to hare as little differ- 
ence as may be in the temperature of the flow- 
and the return-pipe ; but when, on the other hand, 
the pipes and boiler aro nearly on a level, it is 
frequently necessary that a greater difference shall 
exist between the temperature of the flow and 
return-pipes, in order to produce a good circu- 
lation, and to overcome any obstructions arising 
dips in the pipes or any other disturbing 

a use. 
(38.) The necessity tor making provision for the 

scape of the air from tlie pipes has already been 
nentioncd. It may be observed that, in such 
forms of the apparatus as are described in the last 
four figures, the difficulty of its expulsion is much 
Wereased, as there are several points where it will 
collect and stop the circulation, unless proper 
means be taken to prevent this result. In tlie 
apparatus, fig. 9, the air will collect at three 
points, I, m, and n ; and the nature of the outlets 
provided for its escape will depend, in some 
measure, upon the plan adopted for supplying" the 
apparatus with water. It frequently requires tho 
greatest care and the closest attention to discover 
where the air is likely to lodge, as the most 
trifling alteration in the position of the pipes will 
entirely alter the arrangements with respect to 
the air-vents. Want of attention to this has been 
the cause of innumerable failures ; and the dis- 
covery of the places where the air will accumulate 
is, occasionally, a matter of some difficulty. For 
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although it be true, in a general sense, that the 
aii- will rise to the highest part of the apparatus, 
it will frequently bo prevented getting to those 
parts by alterations in the level of the pipes, and 
by other causes. This is the case at m, fig. 9, 
where, it will be seen, the air which accumulates 
in that part of the apparatus is prevented from 
escaping to a higher level, by the vertical angle 
at / ou the one side, and i on the other. In the 
apparatus, fig 11, the air will accumulate at y and 
at to, and must bo carried off by proper outlets ; 
and in every case provision must be made for the 
air to pass, cither by a level pipe or by ascend- 
ing gradients, for in no case can it be made to 
pass downwards (however small the extent) in its 
passage to the vent provided for its escape. 

(39.) When a boiler is open at the top, or merely 
has a loose cover laid on it, no particular care i 
necessary respecting the supply of water. It cai 
generally be poured in at the boiler, taking < 
not to fill it quite lull, so as to allow for the ex- 
pansion of the water when heated, as otherwise it 
will overflow. But when, as in figures 7, 9, 10, 
11, and 12, tho boiler is close at the top, it is 
usual to place a supply cistern on a level with, or 
above the highest part of the apparatus, so as to 
keep it always full of water. But as water ex- 
pands about A part of its bulk, when it is heated 
from 40° (the point of its greatest condensation) to 
212°, it is indispensably necessary to provide for 
a part of the water returning back to the supply 
cistern when this expansion takes place. The 
cistern, however, need not contain so much water 
as A part of tho whole contents of the apparatus ; 
for it is found, in practice, that a much less quan- 
tity than this returns back into tho cistern on the 
apparatus being heated. This arises from the 
fact of the water not reaching to so high a tern- 
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perature as 212°, and also in consequence of tta 
being generally at a higher temperature than 40° 
before it is heated, and by both these causes the 
expansion is considerably lessened ; for if the water 
be raised from 50° to 180*, the expansion will only 
be about n*« part of its bulk, and the expansion of 
the iron itself, by giving an increased capacity to 
the apparatus, will also tend still further to di- 
minish the quantity of water returned back into 
the cistern. A very good proportion for general 
purposes is to make the supply cistern contain 
about a" of the whole quantity of water in the pipes 
and boiler ; though, for the reasons above stated, 
a smaller size will answer in many cases, where 
economy or convenience requires it to bo reduced. 
A table is given at tho end of this volume, show- 
ing the contents of pipes of all sizes, and which 
will enable any ono easily to ascertain the correct 
size of these expansion and supply cisterns for any 
apparatus, 

(40.) The usual plan for a supply cistern is 
shown at A, in fig. 13. The cistern is placed hi 
some convenient situation, and then attached, by 
a small pipe, to any part of the apparatus — usually, 
to the lower pipe, as it is then less likely to allow 
of the escape of va- 
pour than if it were _-s=- ■^ l0 - 13- 
fastened to the top of if-?. A 
the boiler. But a still 
better plan is to bend 
the pipe, attached to 
the cistern, into the 
form shown by x y, 
which is a preventive to the escape of any heat 
or vapour at that part, as the legs of the siphon 
z generally remain quite cold. 

(41.) One very important part of the subject of 
expansion is the necessity which exists for allow- 
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ing sufficient room for the elongation of the pipes 
■when they become hot. Want of attention to this 
has caused several accidents ; for the expansive 
power of iron, when heated, is so great, that 
scarcely anything can withstand it. The linear 
expansion of cast iron, by raising its temperature 
from 32° to 212°, is -0011111, or about „s a part of 
its length, which is nearly equal to 1§ inches in 
100 feet. Therefore it is necessary to leave the 
pipes unconfined, so that they shall have free 
motion lengthways, to this extent at least ; and 
instead of confining them, as sometimes has been 
done, facilities should be provided for their free 
expansion, by laying small rollers under them at 
various points ; for as the contraction on cooling 
is always equal to the expansion on heating, un- 
less they can readily return to their original 
position when they become cool, the joints are 
very likely to get loose, and to become leaky. 
These rollers may be made simply of a piece of 
rod iron, about half inch or five-eighths of an 
inch diameter, which may be fixed in a frame 
to support the pipes, or they may lie loose on a 
stone or brick pier, the pipes being supported by 
this means at about every alternate joint. 



CHAPTER III. 



On the Resistance by Friction — Relative size of Main-Pipes 
and Branch- Pipes— Vertical Main-Pipes — Small con necting 
Pipes — Branch- Pipes at different I/evola — Stop-cocks and 

• Valves — Their Use and proper Size — Their place supplied 
by Cisterns — Inconvenience of them — Remedies. 
(42.) When treating, in the preceding chapter, 
on the velocity of the circulation of water, it was 
observed that the theoretical velocity is always 
considerably reduced by friction. Although the 
calculation of the friction of water, in passing 
through pipes, is intricate,* the relative friction 
for different sizes of pipes is easily ascertained;, 
and this appears to bo nearly all that it is neces- 
sary to be acquainted with for the purpose of the 

ssent inquiry. 

The friction occasioned by water passing 
>ugh small pipes is very much greater than in 
those which are larger. This arises from two 
causes — the increased surface with which a given 
quantity of water comes into contact by passing 
through a small pipe, and tho greater velocity 
with which the water circulates, in consequence 
of losing more heat per minute, f 

(43.) The relative friction for different sizes of 
pipes, when the velocity with which the water 

* See Art. 22. 

t See Ohap. IV., Art. 61. This latter remark of course 
only applies to water circulating in a hot-water apparatus : the 
former applies (o all cases of hydraulics. 
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FRICTION OF PIPES. 

{>asses is the same in all, may be seen in the foll- 
owing table : — 

Diameter of Pipes $, 1, 2, 3, 4 inches. 
Friction . . 8, 4, 2, 1-3, I. 

Taking the friction, in pipes of four inches dia- 
meter, as unity, that of a pipe two inches diameter 
is twice as much, and a one-inch pipe four times 
as much as the pipe of four inches ; the friction 
being as the surface directly, and the whole quan- 
tity of water inversely.* 

(44.) The friction which arises from increased 
velocity is nearly as the square of the velocity ; but 
this calculation it is unnecessary to enter into 
here, because the velocity of circulation of the 
water, in a hot-water apparatus, is constantly sub- 
ject to fluctuation : for as the friction increases 
with the velocity of circulation, so the velocity is 
checked by the increased friction; and it finally 
assumes a mean rate, proportioned to the friction 
on the one hand, and the theoretical velocity on 
the other, calculated according to the rule (Art. 
21) in the preceding chapter. 

(45.) Closely connected with the subject of 
friction is the question of the proper size for 
leading or main pipes. It has been supposed by 
many persons that, where two or more circulating 
pipes are attached to one main-pipe, the area or 
section of tho main-pipe ought to be equal to the 
sum of the areas of all the branch-pipes. This 
has led to the most inconvenient arrangements 
having been resorted to in particular cases. In 
some instances, pipes as large as nine inches dia- 
meter have been used for the main-pipes, where 
those of four inches would have answered the 
purpose infinitely better; and other proportions 
equally erroneous have frequently been adopted. 
* Dr. Young's Hydraulics, Mehohon' s Journal, vol. iii., p. 31. 
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(46.) It baa been already explained (Art. 2'-&), 
that the motion of water is more rapid in an up- 
right than in a horizontal pipe. It four branch 
pipes be supplied by one upright main-pipe, this 
latter need be very little, if any, larger than the 
circulating pipe ; "but if only two, or even three, 
branches are to be supplied by one main-pipe, it 
will be quite unnecessary in ordinary cases that 
the upright main-pipe should bo any larger than 
the branches, unless the length of the horizontal 
pipe be unusually great. If the branches exceed 
this number, it may be desirable to increase the 
diameter of the upright main-pipe, in a moderate 
degree ; but the motion of the water through it, 
however, will be just so much the more rapid in 
proportion as there are more branches for it to 
discharge the water into. For it is evident that, 
if the outlet from the boiler be by a pipe four inches 
diameter, the flow of water will bo more impeded, 
than if a pipe of six inches diameter were used ; 
and the water will therefore become specifically 
lighter in the boiler than in the descending pipe, 
in a greater degree in the former case than in the 
latter ; and this will consequently cause a more 
rapid circulation through the apparatus. But, 
though the friction of the water will be greater in 
the ascending pipe by this arrangement, yet it will 
not be of importance, except when very small pipes 
are used ; for the friction is extremely small in a 
vertical pipe to an ascending current of water. 
As a general rule, it may be observed, that all 
horizontal leading pipes require to bo much larger 
in proportion to the branches than is requisite 
with vertical leading pipes, in consequence of the 
friction being so exceedingly small in the latter 
case. 

(47.) Another advantage will arise from this 
arrangement, in consequence of a small pipe, under 
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these circwnstances, losing less of its heat than a 
large one. For, suppose four branch-pipes, four 
inches diameter, are to be supplied by one main- 
pipe ; one pipe of eight inches diameter would 
have the same sectional area as the four pipes of 
four inches diameter ; but if, instead of being eight 
inches diameter, the main-pipe be made only four 
inches diameter, then the water must travel four 
times faster through this pipe than it would do 
through the one of eight inches diameter, in order 
to supply the same quantity of heat to the branch- 
pipes. This it will do very nearly ; and it may 
easily be deduced that, under these circumstances, 
the water will only lose one-half as much heat by 
passing through the small pipe as it would in 
passing through the larger one ; for the loss of 
heat which the water sustains is directly as the 
time and the surface conjointly.* 

(48.) On the same principle, it will frequently 
be found exceedingly convenient, when two rooms 
or buildings somewhat distant from each other 
are required to be warmed by one boiler, to make 
the connecting pipe between them much smaller 
than the pipe used for radiating the heat to warm 
the buildings. For, on the principle already men- 
tioned, there will be a saving as well of heat as 
in the cost of the apparatus, by reducing the size 
of the pipe in that part which is not required to 

five off heat, but which is merely used to connect 
ifferent parts together, f In this manner, a pipe 
of one inch diameter may frequently be made to 
supply a pipe of four inches diameter ; and it will 
sometimes be found convenient to connect pipes 

* See Chap, xii., Art. 270. 

•f Ab all alterations in the size of the pipe, either by enlarg- 
ing or contracting its diameter, materially alter the velocity of 
the circulation of the water, care should be taken that these 
alterations be not made capriciously, and without some decided 
advantage appears to be attainable by so doing. Tenturi 
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of largo diameter with the boiler by tin's means, 
when the total length of pipe is not g reat . For it 
must always be borne in mind, that the size of the 
leading or main pipes ought to bear some propor- 
tion to the total quantity of water that is required 
to pass through thorn ; and while it might be ex- 
tremely convenient, in particular instances, to con- 
nect pipes of four inches diameter to the boiler, by 
the intervention of small pipes of one-inch bore, 
when the total quantity of pipe is small, it would 
be a fatal mistake to adopt the same arrangement 
if three or four hundred feet of largo pipe were 
connected to a boiler by means of so small a pipe 
as is here stated ; and, therefore, the connecting 
pipe ought to bear some proportion to the total 
quantity of water that has to pass through it, 
being larger in diameter when the quantity of 
water contained in the apparatus is greater, and 
smaller when the quantity of water is less. 

(49.) Very important results frequently arise 
from errors with respect to main-pipes which are 
placed vertically, in consequence of the great velo- 
city with which the water circulates through such 
pipes. It frequently happens that the pipes which 
branch out from an upright main-pipe are required 
to circulate at very different heights ; as, for in- 
stance, in warming the several floors of a ware- 
louse or manufactory. In this case, two methods 
lay be adopted : the pipe may either rise to the 
highest floor or level first, and, after passing round 
such uppermost room, descend and circulate round 
that which is below it ; then proceed to the 

found by experiment that enlargements ia a pipe reduced the 
velocity of discharge as follows : — When a given quantity of 
water was discharged through 

A straight pipe in . ■ 109 seconds, 

pipe with one enlargement required 147 „ 
three .... 192 ,, 
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next lowest, and so on, till it finally returns again 
to the boiler ; or each floor may have a sepa- 
rate range of pipes branching on from the main- 
pipe, and finally returning, either together or 
separately, into the boiler. In the first of these 
cases it is obvious that the temperature will be 
very much greater in the higher floors than in the 
lower, unless the quantity of pipe, or other radi- 
ating surface, be very unequally distributed. For 
the water, by having passed through a great length 
of pipe before it reaches the lower rooms, will be 
much reduced in temperature, and the upper rooms 
will be heated long before the others become at all 
warm ; and at all times the temperature will be 
very unequal. To obviate this, each floor should 
be warmed separately by its own range of pipes. 
But this requires particular management ; for, if 
the several pipes merely branch out sideways from 
a vertical mam-pipe, the whole of the hot water 
will rise to the upper pipe, and leave all the lower 
lateral branches without causing any circulation of 
hot water through tliem. In order to avoid this, 
it is necessary either to have a separate pipe rising 
directly from the boiler for each floor, or some 
means must be adopted to check the water in its 
upward course through the vertical main-pipe 
when only one is used for several different floors. 
In fig. 14 it will be perceived that the water which 
passes up the pipe b receives a check at d, and 
thereby, of course, facilitates the flow of water 
through, the first horizontal pipe, which would 
otherwise have been left stagnant. The same 
occurs also at c for the same reason ; and by this 
means a nearly equal flow of hot water may be 
obtained; while, had the supplying main from 
the boiler passed directly upwards in a perfectly 
straight line, all the hot water would have passed 
at once into the upper pipe, and the lower ones 




floor, and leaving 
the lower floors 
unheated. It is, 
therefore, often- 



a distinct rising 
pipe for the lower 
floors, in order to 
equalizo the flow 
of hot water to 
the different 
vela. The upper 
main pipesshould 
likewise be of 
smaller size than 
the lower ones ; 
and if one main 
only be used, it 
is very desirable 
considerably to 

reduce the size as it passes upwards, com- 
mencing perhaps with 4-inch pipe for the first 
floor, reducing it to 3 inches as it passes upwards 
to the second floor, and then reducing it still 
further in size as it leads upwards to the third 
floor. And unless some such contrivance be used, 
it is almost impossible to prevent the whole of the 
hot water passing to the upper floor first, and 
making a most defective circulation in the lower 
ranges of pipes. 

(50.) It is perfectly immaterial how many pipes 
lead out of or into the boiler ; but it will generally 
much simplify the apparatus if branch-pipes be 



used, as in fig. 14, instead of making several 
separate outlet pipes, and various inlet pipes to 
the boiler. 

Very frequently it happens that several branch- 
pipe's are required from the boiler, to circulate 
nearly at the same level — particularly in horti- 
cultural buildings, where two or three hothouses 
are required to be warmed by one boiler. This 
seldom presents any difficulty, unless it be required 
occasionally to stop off certain of these houses, 
while the others are heated. In these cases, a 
complicated and expensive arrangement of cocks 
or valves become necessary. But here the rule, 
which has already been given (Art. 46 and 48), 
for connecting pipes may likewise be followed, 
where stop-cocks arc required occasionally to shut 
off the communication between different parts of 
an apparatus, so as only to warm one particular 
room or part of a building. The cocks used for 
this purpose need not always be so large as the 
bore of the pipes. Some judgment, however, 
must be exercised in all such cases ; for, both with 
connecting pipes and cocks, if the size be very 
disproportionate, the free circulation of the water 
will of course be impeded. In many cases a cock 
of two inches diameter will be sufficiently large to 
use with pipes of four inches diameter ; and a cock 
of one and a half inch diameter, with pipes of 
three inches diameter : but, for very small pipes, 
the relative proportions should perhaps be more 
nearly equal to the size of the pipes, on account 
of the increased friction. And it should be ob- 
served, that when an apparatus has but an in- 
different circulation, this alteration in the bore of 
the water-way will be very objectionable, and 
likely still further to impede it, though the exact 
result will depend upon a variety of causes, for 
which it is not easy to lay down a general rule. 
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In such an arrangement of pipes as in fig. 14, it 
is frequently desirable to use small-sized cocks or 
valves, for the purpose of checking; the flow of 
water in particular directions ; while in an ap- 
paratus like fig. 9 the same proportionate size of 
ruck* might be very injudicious, and greatly im- 
pede the circulation. 

(61.) When cocks or valves are used to stop off 
the circulation of a particular part of the appara- 
tus, it is not sufficient merely to stop the upper or 
flow pipe ; but the correspi Hiding pipe which re- 
turns the water to the boiler must also be stopped, 
otherwise the hot water will circulate backwards 
through the return-pipe, and pass into the flow- 
pipe, and thus the whole will become heated. 
This more particularly applies to those cases 
where the boiler is placed at any considerable 
depth below the circulating pipes ; for then, as 
already stated, the circulating power will be much 
increased. But it may be laid down as a general 
rule, that where the circulation is tolerably good, 
it is not enough to place a cock or valve on the 
flow-pipe alone ; but the return-pipe requires to be 
stopped also. Cases undoubtedly sometimes occur 
in which a valve or cock placed in the flow-pipe 
will effectually shut off the circulation, without 
also putting one in the return-pipe ; but it will 
generally be found that in these instances the 
boiler is either too small for its work, or that it 
is not worked at its full power, or that there is 
something peculiar in the arrangement which ren- 
ders the portion of the circulation thus stopped 
off naturally more sluggish and inert than the 
rest of the apparatus ; and therefore a very small 
obstruction will be sufficient to stop entirely the 
circulation through it. But in almost all the 
apparatus which have a good circulation and a 
boiler sufficiently powerful, it will be found neces- 
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(52.) In order to avoid the expense of cocks or 
valves in these cases, an open cistern, as in fig. 15, 
has sometimes 
^ 1S - heen used. 

^-"C ^l From this cis- 

tern all the 
several flow- 
L S) pipesaremade 
to branch out; 
and then, by- 
placing a wood 
plug into any- 
one or more 
of these pipes, 
the circulation will be stopped in those particular 
pipes until the water throughout the whole ap- 
paratus becomes heated, when it will generally 
flow back through the return-pipe, as above men- 
tioned. This inconvenience, however, may be 
prevented by such a contrivance as shown in the 
return-pipe of fig. 15, which is simply an inverted 
siphon of a few inches in depth. This will not 
prevent the circulation when the flow-pipe remains 
open ; hut if that be closed by a plug in the cis- 
tern, then the hot water will not return back 
through the lower pipe. This inverted siphon, 
however, will, in process of time, be Uable to be 
choked up with dirt, which will accumulate in the 
lower part of the bend ; and, for the purpose of re- 
moving this, it will be necessary to make a cap 
or covering to the lower part of it, which can be 
removed at pleasure, for the purpose of clearing 
away any sediment that may accumulate. These 
cisterns, however, when thus used, are at best but 
a clumsy way of supplying the place of cocks or 



STOP-COCKS ANT) VALVES. 



61 



valves. The latter are sometimes made to stop off 
both the flow- and return-pipe at one operation ; 
but, in whatever way they are arranged, they are 
generally one of the most troublesome parts of 
the apparatus, as cocks and valves of all kinds are 
liable to get out of repair unless they are in the 
hands of those who perfectly understand them, and 
will keep thorn in proper order. 

(53.) Though some of the propositions respect- 
ing the relative sizes of connecting pipes, main- 
pipes, and cocks may appear to be at variance 
with the laws of hydraulics, they will neverthe- 
less be found correct; because several of the 
effects are to be referred either entirely to hydro- 
static laws, or to a complicated result of hydro- 
dynamics ; and therefore thoy are not to be 
judged of by simple hydraulic principles : they 
rest, not on mere hypothesis, but nuiy be relied on 
as practical results obtained under almost every 
variety of circumstances, and too fully tested to 
admit of any doubt of their accuracy. 




CHAPTER IV. 



Permanence of Temperature — Rates of Cooling for different 
sized Bodies — Proper Sizos for Pipes — Relative Size of 
Pipes and Boiler — Various Forms of Boilers, and their 
Peculiarities — Boilers heated by Gas— Objections against 
contracted Water-way in Boilers — Proper Size of Boilers 
for any given lengths of Pipe — What constitutes a good 
and efficient Boiler — Burability of different Materials for 
Boilere. 

(54.) One of the greatest advantages which 
the plan of heating by the circulation of hot 
water possesses over all other inventions for dis- 
tributing artificial heat is, that a greater per- 
manence of temperature can be obtained by it 
than by any other method. The difference be- 
tween an apparatus heated by hot water and one 
where steam is made the medium of communi- 
cating heat, is not less remarkable in this parti- 
cular than in its superior economy of fuel. 

(55.) It seldom happens that the pipes of a 
hot-water apparatus can be raised to so high a 
temperature as 212°; and, in fact, it is not desir- 
able to do so, because steam would then be 
formed, and would escape from the air-vent or 
safety pipe, without affording any useful heat. 
Steam-pipes, on the contrary, must always be at 
213° at the least, because, at a lower temperature, 
the steam will condense. A given length of 
steam-pipe will therefore afford more heat than 
the same quantity of hot-water pipe : but if we 
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consider the relative permanence of temperature 
of the two methods, we shall find a very remark- 
able difference in favour of pipes heated with hot 

iter. 

(56.) The weight of steam at the temperature 
of 212°, compared with the weight of water at 
212", is about as 1 to 1694 ; so that a pipe which 
is filled with water at 212" contains 1694 times as 
much matter as one of equal size filled with steam. 
If the source of heat be cut off from the steam- 
pipes, the temperature will soon fall below 212°, 
and the steam immediately in contact with the 
pipes will condense : but in condensing the steam 
parts with its latent heat; and this heat, in passing 
from the latent to the sensible state, will again 
ise the temperature of the pipes. But as soon 
they are a second time cooled down below 
212°, a further portion of steam will condense, 
and a further quantity of latent heat will pass 
into a state of heat of temperature ;* and so on, 
until the whole quantity of latent heat has been 
abstracted, and the whole of the steam con- 
densed, in whicli state it will possess just as 
much heating power as a similar bulk of water 
at the like temperature ; that is, the same as a 
quantity of water occupying t-A* part of the space 
which the steam originally did. 

(57.) The specific heat of uncondensed steam 
compared with water is, for equal weights, as 
"8470 to 1 : but the latent heatf of steam being 

* The heat of temperature is that which is appreciable by 
the thermometer; and the term ib used in contradistinction to 
latent heat, whii h is not capable of being measured in a direct 
manner by any instrument whatever. 

f The results of different experiments on the subject of the 
latent beat of steam, although somewhat various, are yet suffi- 
. cientJy near for all practical purposes. "Watt's experiments 
gave 900° to 950 3 ; Lavoisier and Laplace, 1000°; Mr. bouthern, 
945°; Dr. Ure, 967° to 1000°; and Count Rumford, 1000°. 
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estimated at 1000°, we shall find the relative heat 
obtainable from equal weights of condensed steam 
and of water, reducing both from the temperature 
of 212° to 60°, to be as 7-425 to 1 ; but for equal 
bulks it will be as 1 to 228 ; that is, bulk for 
bulk, water will give out 228 times as much heat 
as steam, on reducing- both from the temperature 
of 212" to 60°. A given bulk of steam will there- 
fore lose as much of its heat in one minute as the 
same bulk of water will lose in three hours and 
three quarters. 

(58.) When the water and the steam are both 
contained in iron pipes, the rate of cooling- will, 
however, be very different from this ratio ; in 
consequence of the much larger quantity of heat 
which is contained in the metal itself than in the 
steam with which the pipe is filled. 

The specific heat of cast iron being nearly the 
same as water (see Table V., Appendix), if we 
take two similar pipes, four inches in diameter, 
and one quarter of an inch thick, one filled with 
water, and the other with steam, each at the 
temperature of 212°, the one which is filled with 
water will contain 4'68 times aa much heat as 
that which is filled with steam : therefore if the 
steam-pipe cools down to the temperature of 
60° in one hour, the pipe containing water would 
require four hours and a half, under the same 
circumstances, before it reached the like tempera- 
ture. But this is merely reckoning the effect of 
the pipe and of the fluid contained in it. In a 
steam apparatus this is all that is effective in 
giving out heat ; but in a hot-water apparatus 
there is likewise the heat from the water con- 
tained in the boiler, and even the heat from the 
brickwork around the boiler, which all tends to 
increase the effect of the pipes, in consequence of 
the circulation of the water continuing long after 
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the tire is extinguished ; in fact, so lung as the 
water is of a higher temperature than the sur- 
rounding air of the room. From those causes, 
tho difference in the rate of cooling of the two 
kinds of apparatus will he nearly doublo what is 
here stated ; so that a building warmed by hot 

iter will maintain its temperature, after the lire 

extinguished, about six or eight times as long 
as it would do if it were heated with steam. 

This is an important consideration wherever 
permanence of temperature is desirable; as, for 
instance, in hot-houses, conservatories, and other 
buildings of a similar description: and even in 
the application of this invention to the wanning of 
dwelling-houses, manufactories, &c., this property, 
which water possesses, of retaining its temperature 
for so long a time, and the very great amount of 
its specific heat, prevents the necessity for that 
constant attention to the fire which has always 
been found so serious an objection to the general 
use of steam apparatus. 

(59.) The velocity with which a pipe or any 
other vessel cools, when tilled with a heated fluid, 
depends principally upon two circumstances — the 
quantity of fluid that it contains, relatively to its 
surface, and the temperature of the air by which 
it is surrounded ; or, in other words, the excess of 
temperature of the heated body above that of the 
surrounding medium. The subject of the radiation 
of heat, and the rate at which a heated body cools, 
under various circumstances, will be fully consi- 
dered in another chapter. But for temperatures 
below the boiling point of water, and under such 
circumstances as we are now considering with 
regard to hot-water pipes, the velocity of cooling 
may be estimated simply in the ratio of the excess 
of heat, which the heated body possesses above the 
temperature of the surrounding air. The variation 
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in tho rate of cooling, arising from a difference in 
the proportions of the superficies to the mass, is, 

for bodies of all shapes, inversely, as the mass divided 
by the superficies. Therefore, the relative ratio 
of cooling, for any two bodies of different shapes 
and temperatures, is the inverse numbers obtained 
by dividing the mass by the superficies, multiplied 
by the direct excess of heat above the surrounding 
air ; provided the temperature of the heated bodies 
be below 212°. Thus, suppose the relative ratio 
of cooling be required, for two cisterns filled with 
hot water, one a cube of 18 inches, at the tem- 
perature of 200° ; the other a parallelopiped, 24 
inches long, 15 inches wide, and 3 inches deep, 
at the temperature of 170°; the surrounding air 
in both cases being 60°. Then, as, 

1 1 . . . . -^ ■'. (i 

The parallelopiped contains.. 1080, do. 96t, do. = 1-13 

The inverse of these numbers is, to call the cube 
1'13, and the parallelopiped 30. Then multiply 
1"13 by 140 (the direct excess of temperature of 
the cube), and the answer is 158 - 2 : and multiply 
3 - by 110 (the direct excess of temperature of 
the parallelopiped), and the answer is 330'0 ; 
therefore the parallelopiped will cool, in com- 
parison with the cube, in the proportion of 330 
to 158, or as 2'08 to 1 : so that it it require two 
hours to cool the cube, a half, or a quarter, or any 
other proportional part of its excess of heat, the 
other vessel will lose the same proportional part of 
its excess of heat in one hour. 

(60.) It is evident that these different velocities 
of cooling are quite independent of the effect that 
the respective bodies will produce in warming a 
given space ; for as the cube contains six times as 
much water as the other vessel, so it would warm 
six times as much air, if both vessels were of the 
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same temperature. But if six of the oblong vessels 
were used, they would heat just the same quantity 
of air as the cube ; but the latter would require 
rather more than two hours and a half to do what 
the oblong vessels would accomplish in one hour, 
supposing the temperature to be the same in both 
cases. In the previous example, the temperatures 
are supposed to be different ; otherwise the rela- 
tive ratio of cooling of the two vessels would 
have been as two and a half to one, instead of two 
to one, as stated. 

(61.) In estimating the cooling of round pipes, 
the relative ratio is very easily found, because the 
inverse number of the mass divided by the superficies^ 
which gives the relative cooling for all bodies, 
is exactly equal to the inverse of the diametern. 
Therefore, supposing the temperature to be alike 
in all, 

If the diameter of the pipe* 



ie pipe* be . 
will be 



That is, a pipe of one inch diameter will cool four 
times as fast as a pipe of four inches diameter ; 
and so on with the other sizes. These ratios, 
multiplied by the excess of heat which the pipes 
possess above that of the air, will give the relative 
rate of cooling when their temperatures are dif- 
ferent, supposing they are under 212" of Fahren- 
heit : but if the temperatures are alike in all, the 
simple ratios given above will show their relative 
rate of cooling, without multiplying by the tem- 
peratures. When the pipes are much above 212°, 
as, for instance, with the high-pressure system 
of heating, the ratio of cooling must be calculated 
by the rules given in Chapter XI. 

(62.) The unequal rate of cooling of pipes of 
various sizes, renders it necessary to consider the 
purpose to which any building is to be applied 
that is required to be heated on this plan. If it 
p 2 
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be desired that the heat shall be retained for a 
great many hours after the fire is extinguished, 
then large pipes will be indispensable ; but if the 
retention of heat be unimportant, then small pipes 
may be advantageously used. It may be taken as 
an invariable rule, that in no case should pipes of 
greater diameter than four inches be used, because, 
when they are of a larger size than this, the quan- 
tity of water they contain is so considerable, that 
it makes a great difference in the cost of fuel, in 
consequence of the increased length of time re- 
quired to" heat them. (See Art. 108.) For hot- 
houses, green-houses, conservatories, and such like 
buildings, pipes of four inches diameter will gene- 
rally be found the best; though, occasionally, 
pipes of three inches diameter may be used for 
such purposes, but rarely any of a smaller size. 
In churches and manufactories;, &c, pipes of either 
four or three inches diameter will generally be 
found most convenient, in consequence of the diffi- 
culty which almost always occurs of placing a 
sufficient quantity of pipes of smaller diameter in 
these buildings : but in dwelling-houses pipes of 
two inches diameter wdl generally be preferable, 
for they will retain their heat sufficiently long for 
ordinary purposes, and their temperature can be 
sooner raised, and to greater intensity, than larger 
pipes; and, on this account, a somewhat less 
number of superficial feet will suffico to warm a 
given space. 

(63.) In adapting the boiler to a hot-water 
apparatus, it is not necessary, as is the case with 
a steam boiler, to have its capacity exactly propor- 
tional to that of the total quantity of pipe which is 
attached to it : * on the contrary, it is sometimes 
desirable even to invert this order, and to attach 
a boiler of small capacity to pipes of large size. It 



1 See Chapter IX. on heating by steam. 
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is not, however, meant, in recommending a boiler 
of small capacity, to propose also that it shall be 
of small superficies ; for it is indispensable that it 
Bhould present a surface to the lire proportional 
to the quantity of pipe it is required to heat ; and 
in every case, the larger the surface on which the 
fire acts, the greater will be the economy in fuel, 
and the greater also will be the effect of the 
apparatus, 

(64.) The sketches of the boilers, figs. 16 to :;u, 
are several different forms which present various 
extents of surface in proportion to their capaeiti - 
All except the first two, however, have but a 
small capacity, relatively to their superficies, com- 
pared with boilers which are used for steam. 
There is no advantage whatever gained by using 
a boiler which contains a large quantity of water ; 
for, as the lower pipe brings in a fresh supply of 
iter, as rapidly as the top pipe earries the hot 
iter off, the boiler is always kept absolutely full. 
he only plausible reason which can be assigned 
for using a boiler of large capacity is, that as the 
apparatus then contains more water, i,t will retain 
its heat a proportionably longer time. This, 
though true in fact, is not a sufficient reason for 
using such boilers: for the same end can be 
accomplished, either by using larger pipes, or by 
.ring a tank connected with the apparatus, 
lieli can be so contrived, by being enclosed in 
ick or wood, or some other non-conductor, as to 
ivo off very little of its heat by radiation, and yet 
■e a reservoir of heat for the pipes after the firo 
has been extinguished. If this tank communicate 
with the rest of the apparatus by a stop-cock, the 
pipes can be made to produce their maximum 
effect in a much shorter time than if this addi- 
tional quantity of water had been contained in the 
boiler ; and a more economical and efficient appa- 
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ratus will be obtained. The circulation will 
likewise be more rapid from a boiler which con- 
tains but a small quantity of water, because tho 
fire will have greater effect upon it, and will 
render the water which is contained in it rela- 
tively lighter than that which is in the descend- 
ing or return pipe. 

(63.) The boilers, figs. 16 and 17, are but 
seldom used for hot-water apparatus. Fig. 18 is 
an excellent form of boiler ; it is, in fact, the very 
best boiler for general use that has ever been 
made, and has been far more extensively used 
than any other. It is generally made of wrought- 
iron. Fig. 19 is something similar, though deci- 
dedly inferior, on account of the inconvenience of 
a flat top ; which not only prevents the easy flow 
of the hot-water to tho ascending pipe (which 
ought always to be placed on the top), but alio 
the flues do not act so efficiently on the flat top of 
this boiler. Fig. 20 is a good boiler, but is best 
for either very small or very large apparatus (and 
not for intermediate sizes), depending on the mode 
of setting; which subject will be described in the 
following chapter. Fig. 21 is only suitable for 
a very small apparatus. Figs. 22 and 23 (the 
former of which is a section, and the latter an 
elevation) represent a cast-iron circular boiler of 
a. very efficient construction, and suitable for 
either a large or small apparatus. Fig. 24 is a sec- 
tion of the boiler known as Rogers's ci mical boiler ; 
which is a circular boiler, externally resembling 
ihe fig. 25. The conical boiler has undergone 
much alteration of form since its first invention, 
t was first open at the top, and the fuel supplied 
here ; this, however, is now supplied at a, and b is 
he smoke flue. Fig. 25 is a copper boiler nearly 
similar to the last, but contrived so as to be used 
without any brickwork. The radiation of heat 
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from thia boiler is of course considerable, and is 
generally entirely wasted: though when the boiler 
is placed inside the room or building to be 
wanned, this loss may be avoided, if the disagree- 
able smell from the heated copper docs not render 
it objectionable. It is only suitable for very small 
apparatus. Fig. 26 is a boiler consisting of a 
double row of pipes (of which the external row 
alono is shown), connected at each end by an 
arch, by which the water is supplied to the pipes 
forming the body of the boiler. This boiler beats 
rapidly, but is necessarily very wasteful of fuel, as 
no flues can be formed in setting it. Fig. 27 is 
a boiler contrived to be used without brickwork, 
and for many purposes is very useful, particularly 
where the heat from the external surface of the 
boiler can be beneficially employed. Fig. 28 is 
another boiler very similar to the last, but can be 
adapted to a much smaller size, as the fire fa con- 
tained in a fire-clay receptacle, by which means a 
smaller fire may be made to keep alight for many 
hours without attention; and by this contrivance 
a very much smaller boiler may be made to act 
efficiently than it otherwise could do. Both these 
boilers answer extremely well. The boilers, figs. 
29 and 30, are more remarkable for their ingenuity 
than for their practical utility, and it is probable 
that the complication of their construction renders 
them peculiarly liable to accidents. 

(66.) It may be here remarked, that boilers to 
be heated by gas have occasionally been used ; 
and perhaps the best application of a gas-boiler is 
to make it of copper, and in form like the upper 
part of fig. 25. When thus used, a burner con- 
sisting of a single or double ring, pierced for a 
number of jets, is the best mode of applying gas 
for this purpose : but the expense of burning gas 
for artificial heat .is so much greater than coals, 
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that few persons ■will use this mode of warming 
iifterthey become really aware of the expense. The 
cost of gas when used in this way is never lew 

than nix times llie cost of coals: and if it be so 
bunted as to allow the products of combustion to 
.cape into the open air through a chimney, the 
st is about twelve times that of coals.* 
(07.) There are many other forms of boilers 
Inch have been pmpu.seil t'"r the hot-water appa- 
ratus ; and, in fact, the multiplication of them 
appears almost without limit. It is, perhaps, 
scarcely any exaggeration to say they amount to 
hundreds. When strictly considered, however, 
there is scarcely one that presents any real 
novelty, and generally they are mere colourable 
adaptations of some one of those which have been 
described ; and the wonderful effects which some- 
times are attributed to them arise either from the 
parties being deceived in the results, or from 
their being unacquainted with what has pre- 
viously been accomplished by others. The prin- 



f This subject is still further explained in Chop. II., Part II., 
treating upon gas-stoves. It may, however, be here ob- 
served, that the author has found that in a green-house heated 
with 75 feet of 2-inch pipe, by a gas-boiler, 100 cubic feet of 
gas per hour was required to keep up the heat, the cost of 
which would be (at 5*. per thousand cubic? feet) about 6». for 12 
hours' burning; while by the Table, Art. Ill, it appears the cost 
of coals to produce the same effect would be about Id. From 
some other experiments, it likewise appeared that it required 
50 cubic feet of gas to raise the temperature of 80 gallons 
of water 50"; that is, from a temperature of 50" to 100° 
Fahrenheit. The cost of this would be :id. ; while the cost of 
coals to produce the same effect (see Art. 94) would be six- 
tenths of a penny, or scarcely more than one-sixth the cost of 
gas. In this latter case the burnt gas did not esca] 
chimney ; in the former case it did so escape ; thus snowing 
the great difference in tost when a chimney is used. The ex- 
cessive unwholesome ii ess, however, of burning large quantities 
of gas, without carrying off the prmluirts of combustion, ren- 
ders the use of a chimney almost indispensable. 
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ciples on which a boiler must be constructed i 
order to become efficient, are as fixed and im- 
mutable as the laws of nature ; and the modes by 
which these principles are to be applied are all 
determinable by experience, and can be correctly 
judged of by certain rules, beyond the possibility 
of error. The mode of doing this will be pointed 
out in the present chapter; and may, perhaps, 
in some degree tend to prevent the erroneous 
notions which frequently prevail upon this sul 
ject. 

(68.) The adoption of boilers of small capacity 
having been recommended (Art. 64), it is neces- 
sary to accompany the recommendation with a 
caution against running into extremes ; for this 
error has been the cause of failure, and of the 
inefficiency of the apparatus in many instances. 
The sketch, fig. 21, is an instance of this sort, in 
which an absurd extreme has occasionally been 
adopted. The contents of a boiler of this shape 
sometimes do not exceed a couple of gallons, 
even when applied to a very large furnace ; and 
though this boiler presents a large surface to the 
fire, the space allowed for the water is so small 
that the neutral salts and alkaline earths, de- 
posited by the water which evaporates from the 
apparatus, contract the water-way, already far 
too small, and effectually impede the circulation 
and also prevent the full force of the fire froi 
acting on the water. In a very small apparatus, 
however, this form of boiler has occasional' 
been used with advantage, the fire being li 
intense. 

(69.) But perhaps the more immediate cause 
of failure of this shaped boiler arises from a dif- 
ferent and very singular circumstance. The 
quantity of water which it contains being so 
small, and the heat of the fire, therefore, when 
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e furnace is large, being veiy intense upon it, 
repulsion is caused between the iron and the 
water, and the latter does not receive the full 
quantity of heat. This extraordinary effect is 
not hypothetical ; it has been proved to exist by 
the most satisfactory experiments; particularly 
ime which were made by the Members of the 
ranklin Institution of Pennsylvania. The re- 
pulsion between heated metals and water they 
ascertained to exist, to a certain extent, even at 
very moderate degrees of heat ; being appreciably 
different at various temperatures below the boil- 
ing point of water. But, as the temperature 
rises, the repulsion increases with great rapidity ; 
so that iron, when red hot, completely repels 
water, scarcely communicating to it any heat, 
except, perhaps, when under considerable pres- 
sure.* 

The boiler in question, however, seldom or 

* Mr. Jacob Perkins brought this curious fact prominently 
forward during his ingenious experiments on high-pressure 
steam. It has, however, long been known as a philosophical 
fact, and was first observed in I75fi, by M. Leindenfrost. M. 
Klaproth subsequently investigated it, and published some ex - 

?eriments on the subject {Nicholson'* Journal, vol. iv., p. 208). 
n the " Parliamentary Ttrport and Evidence on the Scotch 
Distilleries for 1798 and 1799 " (p. 610), there is a quotation 
from "Chaptal's Chemistry," showing that he was well ac- 
quainted with the fact ; and also some experiments by M. 
Zeigler, by which he ascertained that a drop of water took 89 
seconds to evaporate from metal heated to 520° Fahrenheit, 
but that it only required one second when the metal was at 
300° Fahrenheit, 

In the recent experiments " On the Explosion 
Boilers," by the Franklin Institution of Pennsylvania, a very 
thick iron ladle was perforated with a number of email holes, 
and then made red hot. When water was poured into this 
ladle, none of it escaped through the holes, until the ladle 
cooled down below redness ; and the quantity which after- 
wards passed through increased with every reduction of the 
temperature, the difference being quite appreciable even be- 
tween the temperature of 60° and 80" Fahrenheit. 




never reaches the temperature of luminosity, 
though it is still sufficiently high to make a con- 
siderable difference in the heating of the water. 
Added to this, the form of it prevents the full 
effect of the heat being communicated to the 
pipes; for the extreme smallness of the water- 
way prevents the rapid communication between 
the various parts, and therefore the upright or 
flow-pipe receives its principal supply of heat 
from that portion of the boiler which is imme- 
diately beneath where it is fixed, instead of that 
equable communication of heat from all parts, 
which is the ordinary process in boilers of good 
proportions. There is likewise a probability that 
steam would form in this boiler, which would still 
farther interfere with the circulation of the water. 
But were the water-way to be enlarged, all these 
inconveniences and probable causes of failure 
would proportionably decrease. Though all these 
causes of inefficient action may not exist simul- 
taneously, yet they may act at different stages of 
the working of the apparatus. But they all apply 
equally to every boiler in which the rational 
limits of the surface, relatively to the capacity 
or contents of the boiler, have given place to wild 
chimeras and fanciful notions, not based on sound 
principles of philosophy. 

(70.) It is obvious that the extent of surface 
which a boiler ought to expose to the fire should 
be proportional to the quantity of pipe that is 
required to be heated by it ; and it is not difficult 
to estimate these relative proportions with suffi- 
cient accuracy, notwithstanding the various cir- 
cumstances which modify the effect. 

(71.) It has been proved by experiments that 
four square feet of surface of an iron boiler will 
evaporate one cubic foot of water per hour, when 
exposed to the direct action of a tolerably strong 
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This, however, requires tree exposure to 
•adiant heat of the fire; for tlio heat 0O2U- 
O&icated to the Hue .surfaces is only equal to 
third of that which is derived by the direct 
:tion of the fire, acting; upon the bottom or sides 
of tho boiler.* And it can be ascertained by 
calculation, that the same extent of heating sur- 
face which will evaporate one cubic foot of water 
per hour from the mean temperature of 52", will 
be sufficient to supply the requisite heat to 232 
feet of pipe four inches diameter, when the tern- 
irature of this pipe is to be kept at 140" above 

* Mr. Robert Stephenson's experiments on this subject 
[early prove this proportion between the relative heating 
of flue surface ami boiler surface to be correct. In his ex- 
periments the flues consisted of tubus passing through the 
water ; iinrl he found that while six square feet of boiler sur- 
face evaporated six gallons of water in 38 minutes, tho flue 
surface, consisting of 21 j square feet, had, in the same time, 
evaporated eight gallons. This will be found equal to evapo- 
rating one cubic foot of water per hour, from 3*7 square feet 
of the boiter surface expose! to the direct action of the fire ; 
and the same quantity of water evaporated by 11*9 square 
feet of the flue surface; being in the proportion of 1 to 3. 
See Wood's Treatise on Railroads, 3rd edition, p. 524.) In the 
>est locomotive engines, the power of the boiler ia equal 
one cubic foot of water evaporated per hour by 1*7 square 
it of boiler surface exposed to the direct action of the fire, 
appears to be almost the greatest effect that can bo 
uced at present. (Eaqterivunh on Great Western Railway, 
I.) In 1834, the Chevalier l J ambour found the average 
of the engines on the Liverpool and Manchester Railway to 
be one cubic foot of water evaporated per hour, from 2'5 
square feet of surface exposed to tho direct action of the fire. 
The flue surface in all these experiments was calculated as 
equal to one-third that of tho boiler surface. This '. 
evaporating power can only be maintained when a very 
powerful draught is produced by me ch animal means ; and in 
all these cases there is a very great waste of fuel. In the 
original experiments of Watt, on steam boilers, ho found that 
the average of eight square feet of boiler surface was roquired 
to evaporate one cubic foot of water per hour. This propor- 
tion is still very generally used ; and by employing a large 
beating surface, economy of fuel ia always produced. This is 
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that of the surrounding air.* From this, then, it 
appears that one square foot of boiler surface 
exposed to the direct action of the fire, or three 
square feet of flue surface, will be sufficient in a 
hot-water apparatus to supply the necessary heat 
to about 58 superficial feet of pipe ; or in round 
numbers, the proportion may be stated as one 
foot of boiler to 50 feet of pipe. As this, how- 
ever, ia almost the maximum quantity of pipe 
which can be heated, or, in other words, the maxi- 
mum effect which can be produced without me- 

strikingly exemplified in the Cornish engines, the boilers of 
which have a larger surface than any others ; and the con- 
sumption of fuel (per horse's power of the engine) throughout 
Cornwall only averages one- fourth of that of the manufactur- 
ing districts of England. The whole of this saving, however, 
is not due to increased surface of the boilers ; a large propor- 
tion of it is owing to the mode of using the steam expansively, 
which is there carried to the extreme. (See Art. 95.) 

Pambour has questioned the accuracy of the estimate for 
the proportionate effect of Hue and boiler surfaces, which he 
considers do not differ so much in heating power as is gene- 
rally supposed ; but the doubt only applies to the boilers of 
locomotive engines where a very powerful blast is applied, 
and he agrees that, in other cases, the proportionate heating 
power of 3 to 1 for the boiler surface and flue service is nearly 
correct. {Pamhour's Treatise on Locomotive Engines, 2nd edition, 
p. 269.) 

Tredgold also gives the proportions as about three feet of 
boiler surface exposed to the direct action of the fire, to 
evaporate one cubic foot of water per hour, when the furnace 
bars are one-fourth the area of the boiler surfece. 

* It appears by calculation (Art. 99), that a four-inch pipe 
will lose "851 of a degree of heat per minute, when the excess 
of its temperature above the circumambient air is 125°. If, 
therefore, this excess were 140°, the loss per minute would be 
'953 of a degree of heat. Calculating, therefore, this loss to 
be 57-18 degrees per hour, and estimating also (the latent 
heat of steam being 1000") that the cubic foot, or 1728 cubic 
inches of water evaporated, has received 1160° of heat, and 
that one foot in length of a four-inch pipe contains \5Q-7 
cubic inches of water, we shall obtain T .' ~- ■ - - '. „ = 232 f eet > 

stated in the text. 
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chanical means of producing draught, it is very 
desirable in all cases to allow an increased surface 
of the boiler ; bearing in mind that not only will 
onomy of fuel be thereby produced, but the 
iparatus will be much easier managed, and thus 
;ome more effective and certain in its opera- 
tion. The following Table gives the maximum 
quantity of pipe which a boiler will heat, calcu- 
lated by the above rule, and supposing the best 
coals alone to be used : — 






Surface of Boiler 

im]iu-i-1 iij in- 
direct action of 
tbe Fire. 


Table II. 
4-in. ripe. 


-in. Pipe. 2- in. Pipe. 


i square feet will heat 200 feet, 

6 300 . . 

8 400 . . 

10 600 . . 

14 700 . . 

20 1000 . . 


r266 feet, or 400 feet 
400 . . 600 
533 . . 800 
666 . . 1000 
933 . .1400 

1333 . . 2000 



up< 

Chi 

t 

as 

wf 



A small apparatus ought always to have more 
surface of boiler, in proportion to the length of 
pipe, than a larger one ; as the fire is less intense, 
and burns to less advantage in a small than in a 
larger furnace. The effect also depends greatly 
upon the quality of the coal, the neight of the 
chimney, the rapidity of draught, the construc- 
tion of the furnace, and many other particulars ; 

d it will always be found more economical, 
regards the consumption of fuel, to work 
with a larger surface of boiler at a moderate 
heat, than to keep the boiler at its maximum 
temperature. 

(72.) But beside all these causes that modify 
the effect, there is another, that will alter the 
proportions which may be employed. The data 
from which the calculation of the boiler surface is 
made assume the difference to be 140" between 




the temperature of the pipe and the air of the 
room which is heated ; the pipe being 200°, and 
the air 60°. But if this difference of temperature 
be reduced, either by the air in the room being 
higher, or by the apparatus being worked below 
its maximum temperature, then, in either case, a 
given surface of boiler will suffice for a greater 
length of pipe. For if the difference of tempera- 
ture between the water and the air be only 120° 
instead of 140°, the same surface of boiler will 
supply the requisite degree of heat to one-sixth 
more pipe; and if the difference be only 100", the 
same boiler will supply above one-third more pipe 
than the quantity before stated. It will, there- 
fore, sometimes occur in practice (where economy 
in construction is the primary object), that the 
quantity of pipe in proportion to a given surface of 
boiler may be even increased beyond the amount 
which is given in the preceding Table ; because, in 
forcing-houses, for instance, the temperature of the 
air will always be above 60°; and in the warming 
of churches, warehouses, or other large buildings, 
the temperature of the water will generally be 
considerably below 200°— the pipe not 
required to be worked at its greatest intensity, 
and, therefore, in both these instances, a lar^ 
proportion of pipe may be applied to a given sizi 
boiler. And, therefore, it follows, that although 
a smaller boiler surface would really supply a 
sufficient quantity of heat, under strict manage- 
ment and constant attention, it will generally be 
better not to reduce the size of the boiler below 
what has here been stated ; for not only will the 
apparatus need less attention, but also the required 
temperature of the building can be thus much 
sooner attained, as well as more easily continued. 
A very good proportion, suitable for nearly 
purpose. : ~ 
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face (calculated, as already described, Art. 71) to 
about -10 superficial feet of pipe, or other radiating 
surface, or about one-fifth more boiler surface than 
the preceding table states. 

(73.) It may be desirable here to state what are 
the peculiar characteristics of a good boiler for 
this purpose, and how the qualifications of each ) mr- 
ticular shape are to be judged of. Some general 
rules also may be given, though a minute detail 
of the peculiarities of each of the various forms 
would scarcely be worth the space such a descrip- 
tion would require. The principal recommenda- 
tions of a boiler are, that it shall expose the 
largest surface to the fire in the smallest space ; 
that it shall effectually absorb the heat given out 
from the fuel, so that as little heat as possible 
shall escape up the chimney; that it shall allow 
free circulation of the water throughout its entire 
extent; and that it shall not be liable to get out 
of order, nor rapidly deteriorate by continued use. 
The first of these qualifications is of itself a com- 
pound question. We have seen (Art. 71) that any 
surface exposed to the direct action of the fire, or, 
in other words, to the radiant heat, receives three 
times as much heat as a similar surface exposed 
merely to the conducted heat, or that which is 
afforded by the products of combustion after they 
axe thrown off from the burning fuel. Here, then, 
is a very important distinction in boilers ; for as 
radiant heat passes in straight lines in every 
direction, it follows that the largest possible sur- 
face ought to be exposed immediately over the 
burning fuel, and that, too, at the least possible dis- 
tance ; because the effect of radiant heat decreases 
as the square of the distance between the radiating 
and the recipient bodies (Art. 235). It is no re- 
commendation of a boiler, therefore, to say that 
it contains a certain number of square feet of 
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heating surface in a given space ; for unless this 
surface can he acted upon hy the radiant heat of 
the furnace, a boiler of less than one-half the 
superficial measurement, if judiciously contrived 
for this object, may greatly exceed it in power.* 
It is by not attending to this distinction that so 
many people deceive themselves in the construc- 
tion of boilers. In order to increase the surface 
of the boiler as much as possible, they overlook 
this important distinction — whether the surface so 
added is or is not exposed to the radiant heat of 
the fire ; and they frequently contract the surface 
exposed to the radiant heat in order to add a rather 
larger surface somewhere else; overlooking the 
fact that, unless they can add three feet of surface 
in place of each foot they subtract from the former, 
the boiler will have less power than it had before. 
In this way complicated forms of boilers have been 
constructed, expensive in making, and inferior in 
power as well as in economy of fuel, to other more 

* The most remarkable illustration of the effect of exposing 
alargesurfaco to the direct action of the radiant heat is afforded 
by the evidence given before the Committee of the House of 
Commons, in 1798, on the Distilleries of Scotland. Owing to 
the mode of levying the duty at that time, it became an object 
to wort off the liquor from the still as rapidly as possible, 
irrespective of the cost of the apparatus or the expenditure of 
fuel. To such an extent was this carried, that the stills were 
actuaUy charged, the wash distilled, and the refuse discharged, 
about 520 times in 24 hours, or 2f minutes for each charge of 
16 gallons. There is no other instance known in the least 
approaching this extraordinary result, in which a Bmall vessel 
of the measurement of 40 gallons could distil a charge of 
16 gallons of wash in 1-J minutes, half a miuute more being 
required for charging the still, and the like time for discharg- 
ing the refuse. This was accomplished by having the still 
exceedingly Hat, so that the largest possible surface was exposed 
to the direct action of the radiant heat, and the llame acted 
intensely upon the whole bottom surface of the still, and then 
passed off at once into the chimney. The waste of fuel was of 
course immense, but the rapidity of action was fully accom- 
plished.— Report on Scotch Distilleries, 1799, pp. 517-731. 
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simple fonus. There are no boilers which possess 
these advantages in a greater degree than tlie 
boilers .shown in figs. 18, 22, and 2-J ; the fonnor 
being the arched boiler, which appears to accom- 
plish all that can be desired as an efficient useful 
boiler, and the latter is the bell-sliapcd boiler, now 
comparatively little used, but still possessing great 
merit 08 a most efficient form of construction. The 
comparative disuse of this latter boiler probably 
"sea from the great difficulty of setting it properly, 
d from being not so easily worked and kept 
lean in the flues as some others. It is necessarily 
made of cast iron, as the form is too difficult to 
make of wrought iron. The part exposed to the 
fire is covered with a series of ribs two inches deep, 
and about oue-fourth or three-eighths of an inch 
thick, radiating from the crown of the arch, at an 
average distance of two inches from each other. 
These ribs, it is evident, must increase the surface 
exposed to the fire to an enormous extent, and 
that, too, precisely where the effect is by far the 
greatest, being immediately over the burning fuel, 
ami receiving the whole of the radiant heat from 
the fire.* 

* As early ae the year 1828, the author adopted the plan of 
increasing the heating surface of these boilers by means of a 
great number of protuberances cast on the bottom, which 
protuberances were one inch long and seven-eighths of an inch 
diameter, and placed two inches apart from each other. Sub- 
sequently these pins, or protuberances, were still further ex- 
tended, so as to form continuous bai-H or ribs, radiating from 
the centre of the boiler ; and they were made one inch and a 
half deep, and three- eighths of an inch thick, and they were 
then placed as well on the surface exposed to the water as that 
exposed to the fire. This plan of increasing the heating Burface 
was, in the year 183-5, patented by Mr. iSvlveslcr, Imth forcast- 
and wrought-iron boilers ; and in 1841, Mr. C. W. Williams 
patented the same plan for wrouyht-iron steam boilers, the pins 
being, by his plan, screwed into the substance of the plate, 
"usteadof being formed by rolling, as proposed by Mr Sylvester. 

It has been generally supposed that all sharp protuberances 
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(74.) The second qualification, that the boiler 
Bhall absorb the greatest quantity of heat from the 
fuel, is partly dependent on the cause already 
explained, and partly on the conducting power ot 
the metal itself. In this respect the boiler (fig. 1 8) 
possesses an advantage over the other, in conse- 
quence of being made of wrought iron, and there- 
fore very much thinner. Were it made of copper, 
its effect would be still further increased (see 
Art. 245); but the greater expense of copper is an 
objection. 

(75.) The third recommendation of a boiler, 
that it shall allow of a free circulation of the water, 
is entirely dependent on its form ; and on this 
subject some remarks have already been made 
(Art. 68). And the last test of a good boiler, that 
it shall not be liable to get out of order, nor 
rapidly deteriorate, is one that depends partly on 
the goodness of the materials andworkmansbip, and 
partly on the mode of producing the combustion 
of the fuel. Some very important chemical effects 
appear to result occasionally, both from the fuel 
employed as well as from the method of combustion. 
The effects on copper are the most destructive ; 
and instances have occurred where the bottoms of 

inside a boiler caused a more rapid ebullition of tbe water than 
a flat surface ; and the author in 1828 0118:100117 adopted this 
mode of increasing the water-surface as well as the fire-surface; 
and the plan was also followed both by Mr. Sylvester and 
Mr. Williams in their patents. Subsequent experiments, how- 
ever, have convinced tbe author that it is unnecessary to in- 
crease the water-surface by these means; and in particular 
Mr. Josiah Parkea's experiments in 1840 (tide his published 
Report), on Mr. M. A. Perkins' patent steam-boiler, proved 
that, owing to the great conducting power of water, the whole 
of tbe heat genorated by 1 17 superficial feet of iron exposed to 
the fire was abstracted by 44 superficial feet exposed to the 
water; or that the water will absorb the heat at least 2-6 times 
as fast from the iron as the iron can receive it from the fire ; 
and therefore it appears the internal protuberances on the 
water-turfaca of a boiler are unnecessary. See also Art. 251. 
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rt where the principal action of the fire 
occurs ; and others have become entirely riddled 
throughout the surface exposed to the fire. These 
are very rare occurrences, and the cause appears 
lomewhat obscure ; hut the subject will be better 
ixplaincd in a subsequent chapter (Chapter VI., 
Part II.). Generally speaking, a wrought-iron 
boiler will heat quicker, and with less expenditure 
of fuel, than a cast-iron boiler : it will also be lews 
liable to accidents, as cast-iron boilers occasionally 
crack, particularly if they contain sharp angles in 
heir construction, or if they are so formed that 
the fire acts unequally on them, and expands 
one part more than another. From these defects 
wrought-iron boilers are exempt ; but, on the 
contrary, wrought iron will corrode much more 
rapidly than cast iron; and in very damp situa- 
tions, where the stoke-hole or boiler-house is some- 
times left for half the year some inches deep in 
water, a wrought-iron boiler would be rapidly 
corroded, when a cast-iron one would be compa- 
ratively uninjured. 




On the Construction of Fwn aces— Combustion depends 

Size of Furnace-bara — Furnace- doora, and other Parte of 
Furnace — Proportionate Area of Furnace-bars to the Fuel 
consumed — C.'onliiii ijsj: tin- lli'ai w iilnu tli'- Furnace — lHree- 
tions for building tho Furnace for different Boilers — Advan- 
tage of large Furnaces — Modes of Firing — Size of Chimneys. 

(76.) The construction of the furnace for a hot- 
water apparatus is a matter which requires con- 
siderable care ; for although, from the small size 
of the boilers generally used, the furnace is by no 
means difficult to construct, it is a very common 
fault in building them to allow of such a very 
easy exit for the flame and heated gaseous matter, 
that a large portion of the heat passes up the 
chimney, instead of being received by the water 
in the boiler. This arises principally from the 
shortness of the flues in these boilers, in com- 
parison with those of steam-engine boilers ; and, 
in setting boilers for hot-water apparatus, it there- 
fore requires great caution to prevent an unn< 
sary waste of fuel by erroneous principles in 
structing the furnace. 

In giving some general instructions on the sub- 
ject of furnaces for hot-water apparatus, it is not 
intended minutely to describe the proper furnace 
for each different form of boiler ; but the plan of 
building the furnaces for three or four different 
forms of boilers will be given, and the application 
of the principles to other forms must be left to the 
discretion of those who erect them. 



here- 

.eces- 
con- 




CONSTRUCTION OF FUHNAt i;s 87 

(77.) The rate of combustion of the fuel in a 
furnace depends very little upon the total size of 
the furnace, but chiefly on the proportionate size 
of the furnace-bars. A furnace which possesses, 
for instance, an area of 12 square feet, would not 
necessarily burn a much larger quantity of fuel 
per hour than one that had only an area of eight 
square feet ; provided the area of the furnace-bars 
was the same in both cases, and that no more air 
was admitted to the former than to the latter. 
But, by building the furnace of considerable dimen- 
sions, and with a moderately small area of fire- 
bars, the fuel can be made to burn for a much 
longer period without attention or renewal ; and 
this is a very important object for this descrip- 
tion of apparatus. For, as wo intense a tiro is not 
required as is the case with a steam -br tiler,* an 
extremely small degree of attention is necessary 
for a furnace of this kind, which, when well 
constructed, ought to bum for ten or twelve hours 
without replenishing the fuel. 

(78.) In all cases, a good and perfectly tight 
furnace-door is requisite ; for, if the door does 
not tit accurately, a large quantity of cold air 
enters, and passes between the fuel and the 
bottom of the boiler, and cools the boiler to a 
considerable extent."!" The furnace-door should 
always be double ; J and also a door to the ash- 
pit should be used, in order to shut off the excess 

* In some steam-boilers, pfii-tkubirly in tlio Cornish boilers, 
the fuel is burned with alow combustion ; but the furnaces and 
boilers are very large in proportion to the work done by them, 
and great economy of fuel results from this plan of heating 
them (see Chapter VI., Part II). 

f In. a subsequent chapter, the combustion of smoke will be 
discussed, and it will then be shown that the admission of air 
at or near the furnace-door is sometimes desirable, but only 
in particular stages of the combustion. 

I Count Rumford first introduced these double furnace- 
doors, of which many modifications have been since adopted. 
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of air when the fire is required to burn slowly for 
a great length of time. Immediately within the 
furnace-door there should be a dumb-plate ; and 
the larger this is the better, provided it does not 
project the furnace-bars too far back, so as to 
cause the most active part of the combustion to 
take place at the posterior part of the furnace, 
instead of immediately under the boiler. The 
use of a largo dumb-plate in front of the furnace- 
bars is to allow the fuel to be gradually coked, 
by placing it first on this dumb-plate, and then, 
when well heated, pushing it backward upon the 
furnace-bars, where it enters into active com- 
bustion, and then a fresh charge of fuel is to be 
again laid on the dumb-plate, in order to undergo 
the same operation. By this plan of coking the 
coals on the dumb-plate, nearly all the smoke 
from the furnace may be consumed ; by which a 
considerable saving of fuel will be effected,* and 
a great nuisance prevented. 

(79.) The size of the fire-grate, or furnace-bars, 
must be regulated by the quantity of pipe or 
other heating surface which the apparatus con- 
tains. The quantity of heat given off by a cer- 
tain extent of iron pipe, or other heated surface, 
can be exactly ascertained, and will be shown in 
the next chapter. From the data there given, 
wo learn the quantity of coals required to be 
burned per hour in order to maintain the re- 
quired temperature. Having already given (Art. 
71) the extent of boiler surface required to heat 
a given quantity of pipe, it will be desirable 
now to show the area of the furnace-bars which 
will be required. It has already been stated 
(Art. 72) that the extent of boiler surface ex- 

* See Chapter VI., Part II., on the "Combustion of 
Smoke," where it is shown that nearly 40 per cent, ia saved 
by the combustion of the smoke. 
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posed to the fire may with advantage bo in- 
creased beyond the dimensions already given ; 
and that economy of fuel will generally result 
from this increased surface. But the quantity of 
fuel that is burned ought not to be also increased 
in the same way ; and therefore the size of the 
furnace-bars, which alone regulates the quantity 
of fuel consumed, should be proportioned rather 
to the quantity of surface which radiates heat 
into the building, instead of bearing an exact 
ratio to the surface of the boiler. 

With the average dimensions used for furnace- 
bars, the spaces for the admission of air will gene- 
rally vary from one-fourth to one-third of the total 
area of the space occupied by the furnace-bars. 
In this case, one square foot of furnace-bars will 
be sufficient to burn about 10 lbs. or 11 lbs. of 
coal per hour, under ordinary circumstances;* 

* The consumption of fuel, on any given nrea of furnace- 
bars, must depend upon the rapidity of the draught. In loco- 
motive engines, with an artificial lilant from the steam, t.ho 
consumption of fuel ia about 80 lbs. from each square foot of 
fire-grate per hour. In some furnaces tho consumption is not 
more than 6 lbs. per square foot, or about S of the locomotive 
engine furnace ; but the quantity given in the text in a mean 
rate. Mr. Andrew Murray (Minute* of Institution of Civil En- 
gineer*, June, 1844) estimates the average consumption in 
steam-engine furnaces at 13 lbs. of coal per square foot of 
furn ace -bars, and that 150 cubic feet of air should, pass through 
the furnace for each pound of coal consumed in order to pro- 
duce perfect combustion. Taking Dr. tiro's estimated velocity 
of 36 feet per second as the average rate at which the air 
passes through a furnace, Mr. Murray estimates the size of the 
opening over the bridge of the furnace ought to be 26 square 
inches for each square foot of furnace-bars. The temperature 
of an ordinary furnace is assumed to be about 1000° of Fahren- 
heit, and at this temperature the gases passing through it 
would be expanded to three times their original bulk ; and 
those proportions will allow sufficient air to pass through the 
furnace to compensate for that portion which is not completely 
consumed. Trodgold, in bis calculations, assumes the tem- 
perature of an average furnace at 800" Fahrenheit. 
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and on this calculation the following Table hai 
been constructed : — 

Table in. 

Area of Bare. 4-in. Pipe. 3-in. Pipe. 2-in. Pipe. 

75 square inches will supply 150 feet, or 200 feet, or 300 fee 
100 „ „ 200 „ 2G(i „ 400 

150 „ „ 300 „ 400 „ 600 



300 



600 



800 



1000 
1200 
1600 

aooo 



Thus, suppose there are 600 feet of pipe, four 
inches in diameter, in an apparatus, then the 
area of the bars Bhould be 300 square inches, so 
that 14 inches in width and 22 inches in length 
will give the requisite quantity of surface.* 
When it is required to obtain the greatest heat 
in the shortest time, the area of the bars should 
be proportion ably increased, so that a larger fire 
may be produced ; and, on the contrary, when 

* The proportions dedueible from the above Table, and 
those given in Art. 71, for ascertaining the boiler-surface, are 
very different to those generally used in steam-engine boilers. 
It will be observed that, by the rules here given, the area of 
the furnace-bars is about one-sixth of the area of the boiler- 
surface oxpi isi J t' i the direct action of the fire ; whereas in steam 
boilers, the flue and boiler surfaces conjointly are usually in 
proportion to the surface of the furnace-bars as 1 1 to 1, and 
sometimes even as 18 to 1 [British Scientific Reports for 1842, 
p. 107). When this latter calculation, however, is reduced to 
the same standard as the other, viz., threo feet of flue surface 
being equal to one foot of boiler surface exposed to the radiant 
heat, the difference will not be near so great as it here appears. 
And it must also be remarked that in large boilers the pro- 
portions must necessarily differ from those of the very small 
boilers required for a hot-water apparatus ; for the effect of 
radiant heat decreases as the square of the distance between 
the it cipient surface and the hot body ; and therefore it is very 
easy to see how a considerable difference may arise between 
surfaces placed so differently in this respect, as they necessarily 
must be in largo and in small boilers. 






OOFSTEtTCTION OF Fl'RNAfF.-Fl.rKS. 



91 



the object is to obtain slow combustion of the 
fuel, and when the rapidity with which the ap- 
paratus becomes heated is of little or no conse- 
quence, then the area of the bars may be reduced. 
The best method, however, will generally be 
found in using a sufficiently large surface ot fire- 
bars for the maximum effect required, and to 
regulate the draught by means of an ash-pit door, 
and a damper in the chimney ; by which means 
almost any required rate of combustion can be 
obtained, with any common degrco of care.* 

(80.) When the size of the furnace will allow 
of it, a portion of brickwork should extend at the 
back of the furnace-bars, and level with the bars, 
bo as to make a dead-plate behind the bar as 
well as in tho front, which makes the furnace 
hold more fuel without actually increasing the 
consumption. 

* When a rapid draught and quick com bust ion are required, 
the furnace-bars may very advantageously be mode very narrow 
and deep, bo as to allow a larger proportionate space for the 
entrance of the air. Instiad, therefore, of using furnace -bars 
one and a half, or one and three-quarters of an inch wide, with 
half an inch air-space between the bars, they may be made 
about three- eighths, or half an inch in width, and about four 
and a half or live inches deep, tapering at the lower edge to 
about one-eighth of an inch, and made with shoulders, as usual, 
to allow about half-inch air-Kpacex. Bars of this kind will 
have many advantages in particular cases. They will allow 
more than twice the quantity of air to pass through that the 
other liars will do, and therefore twice the quantity of coal can 
be burned on each square foot of the bars ; and they will last 
longer than bars of the ordinary cuiiHtrurtioii. The author, at 
the latter end of 1842, suggested the use of these bars in loco- 
motive engines, which is the most severe test they could be 
put to, and the result has been completely successful. Owing 
to the extreme thinness of the bars, the air passing between 
them keeps thom always cool, which is impossible if the bars 
much exceed this thickness. The great depth of the bar gives 
the necessary stiffness; and tho result of nearly twelve months' 
trial, and with nearly twenty locomotive eugiues, was a very 
great increase in the durability of the furnace-bars, in addition 
to the obvious advantage of admitting much more air into the 



92 CONSTRUCTION OF FURNACE-FLUES. 

(81.) It is a matter of very great importance, 
that the heat should be confined within the fur- 
nace as much as possible, by contracting; the 
farther end of it, at the part called the throat, so 
as to allow only a small space for the smoke and 
inflamed gases to pass out. The neglect of this 
causes an enormous waste of fuel ; for, in conse- 
quence of the shortness of the flues of these 
boilers, the heated gaseous matter passes too 
readily from the boiler, and escapes through the 
chimney at a very high temperature. The only 
entrance for the an - should be through the bars of 
the grate,* and the heated gaseous matter will 
then pass directly upwards to the bottom of the 
boiler, and should be there detained as long as 
possible by the contraction at the throat of the 
furnace ; and if this part of the furnace be pro- 
furnace. Some of tbeae bara, after having been used for ten 
months, and with which the engines ran nearly 20,000 miles, 
were still perfectly good, after having done nearly four times 
the work of ordinary bars. The best size for this purpose is 
five and a half inches deep by half an inch thick, tapered to a 
quarter of an inch. In furnaces which have less intense heat 
ttiau a locomotive engine, bars of four or four and a half inches 
de ep are quite sufficient. 

When the old form of furnace-bars is used, and they are 
required to bear a very intense heat, their durability is in- 
creased by making a longitudinal groove in the upper surface 
about three-eighths of an inch deep. This groove becomes 
filled with ashee, which, being a slow conductor of heat, pre- 
serves the bars from the intense heat of the fire. 

* These observations apply exclusively to the small furnaces 
and boilers used for hot-water apparatus, and not to large 
furnaces for steam-boilers, or for other purposes. In the 
latter, air may very advantageously be introduced at or near 
the furnace-door, or in many other ways, as will be shown in 
thechapteron the "Combustion of Smoke." Even in these 
small furnaces, a limited quantity of air might in ctrtain stagsa 
of the combustion be advantageously introduced ; but this would 
require so much more attention than is usually given, or 
indeed required, for an apparatus of this kind, that the rule 
given in the text will be found most advisable for ordinary 
practice. 
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perly constructed (by not making the throat too 
near the crown of the hoiler, and making it suffi- 
ciently small in proportion to the total quantity 
of gaseous matter required to pass tlirough it), a 
reverberatory action of the name and heated 
ga.se* will take place, hy which a far greater 
effect will be produced than if too easy an exit 
were allowed into the flues aud chimney. 

(82.) A furnace constructed on this plan is 
shown in figures 31, 32, and 33, which is the 
mode in which many thousands of furnaces have 
been constructed and applied to the boiler shown 
in fig. 18 ; this plan having been recommended 
by the author 
many years 
ago, and used 
with the most 
uniform suc- 
cess. * The 
way to con- 
struct this 
furnace is as 
follows : after 
building up 
the founda- 
tion of tho 
boiler to the 
proper height 
the bars are to 
be placed so 
that tho front 
of the bars 
shall lie even 
with the front 
of the boiler, and the upper surface of the bars 

* This plan of setting boilers was first used by tho author 
. in 1830, and was published, by consent, in tliu ITurticullural 
Transactions. 
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Bhall be level with the bottom of the boiler. The 
bars will generally be about two-thirds the length 
of the boiler ; the remainder of the length of 
the furnace being made up with brickwork be- 
yond the bars towards the back end of the boiler. 
In front of the bars should come the dead-plate, 
about 9 inches wide ; and immediately in front of 
this dead-plate should come the furnace-door : 
the bottom of the furnace-door, the dead-plate, 
the furnace-bars, and the brickwork beyond the 
furnace-bars being all exactly on the same level. 
The distance between the front of the boiler and 




the furnace-door will, by this arrangement, be 
just nine inches ; and this space is made up with 
the brickwork, which forms the general front of 
the whole furnace. In this brickwork are placed 
three soot-hole doors, to clean out the tliree flues. 
Two of these doors are shown in fig. 31 ; the 
other one is supposed to be removed, to show the 
inside of the flue. At the back of the boiler 
are placed two fire-lumps, shown in fig. 32, and 
which are made to fit the size of the boiler. 
When these two fire-lumps arc placed as shown 
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in fig. 32, they leave an opening between them of 
from 3£ to 4j inches, according to the size of the 
boiler. This opening should come, as nearly as 
may be, to the centre of the arch of the boiler ; 
and it is the only passage for the flame and 
smoke to escape into the Hues, which here divide 
to both the right and left hand, passing along the 
sides of the boiler, and following the direction of 
the arrows. Two cast-iron plates are built into 
the brickwork, in the position shown by <_;, fig. 31, 
to divide the lower from the upper flue. These 
fine-plates do not come to the front of the boiler 
by from four to fivo inches, thus leaving a passage 
from the lower into the upper flue, and from the 
latter into the chimney. The whole of these 
flues, of which there is one on each side of the 
boiler, and one on the top, are to be made as 
deep as ever the boiler will allow, and the brick- 
work should stand off from the boiler about 41 
inches, forming the width of the flues. By this 
arrangement it will be perceived, that nearly the 
power of a reverberatory furnace is obtained. 
The upper fire-lump, shown in fig. 32, partly 
stops the flame, and retains it as long as possible 
in contact with the inner arch of the boiler; and 
on this mainly depends the economy and effi- 
ciency of this plan of setting these boilers. The 
and smoke then pass through the two fire- 
L ps, dividing right and left into the two lower 
lues, and from thence passing into the upper flue 
on the top of the boiler, which latter should 
be nearly as large as the other two together. A 
damper must be placed in the chimney in such a 
position- as to be easily got at. 

(83.) This plan of setting arched boilers is per- 
fectly available for all boilers, from eighteen 
inches long up to about six feet long ; for boilers 
beyond that length, it is advisable somewhat to 
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modify the plan, by placing a fire-lump within the 
inner arch, so as to form a bridge, which bridge 
should be formed to fit the arch of the boiler, but 
leaving a space of about five inches in depth, and 
the width of the arch, between the crown of the 
arch and the top of the fire-lump. When this 
bridge is used, the bottom fire-lump, already de- 
scribed, is not required. This latter mode of set- 
ting boilers is only suitable for such as are more 
than six feet long ; and in this case the bridge is 
best placed at the distance of about from five to 
six feet from the front end of the boiler. 

(84.) The boiler, fig. 22 and 23, requires nearly 
the same arrangement ; but in this boiler the 
aperture for the escape of the flame and smoke is 
generally made a part of the boiler itself. This 
opening is also somewhat lower down towards 
the level of the furnace-bars, and the boiler being 
circular, the flue generally winds round the boiler, 
instead of passing separately on the right hand 
and on the left. The boiler, fig. 21, may be set in 
the same kind of furnace as the boiler, fig. 18. If 
the two legs or protuberances at the bottom be 
very short and close together, the fire may be 
made to act upon the whole under-side of the 
boiler (the bars being fixed at some distance 
below), and the flame returned through a flue 
along the top. 

(85.) The boiler, fig. 20, may be set in two 
different ways. When the inside tube is suffi- 
ciently large, it is best to place the fire inside 
this tube, the furnace-bars being placed at about 
one-third the diameter of the tube from the 
bottom. In this case the action of the ' furnace 
becomes very similar to that already described 
for the boiler, fig. 18 ; except that the water-way 
is continued below as well as above the fire. The 
throat of the furnace must be contracted, as 
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already described for fig, 18; but in the present 
case the fines must first pass directly under the 
boiler, and then pass along the two sides and top. 

When this boiler, fig. 26, is very email, the fire 
must be made entirely below the boiler ; and the 
boiler is then best made of an oval or flattened 
shape, both externally and in the tube. The 
flame, in this case, passes from the surface below, 
first through the tube, and then returns over the 
top of the boiler, and from thence the heated 
gases escape into the chimney. 

(86.) The boiler, fig. 24, as originally con- 
structed, had no external flue. It was chiefly 
used for very small apparatus, and it possessed 
the advantage, when a very slow draught was 
used (somewhat similar to that of the Amott's 
stoves), of holding sufficient fuel to allow of the 
fire burning for a long time without attention, 
which is generally difficult to accomplish with 
very small boilers. The ingenious inventor of 
this boiler (Mr. Rogers) still prefers this plan, 
though many new modifications of the boiler nave 
been introduced. It is now frequently used with 
an external flue. The temperature of this boiler 
is somewhat more difficult to regulate than that 
of the arched boder ; as the more the fuel burns 
away, the greater the heat becomes, in conse- 
quence of a larger surface of the boiler being then 
exposed to the radiant heat, and also because the 
fuel burns quicker, in consequence of the air meet- 
ing less obstruction in passing through it. In this 
case, the greatest heat is produced when about 
two-thirds of the fuel has burnt away. When 
the boiler has an external flue, the best mode of 
setting is to make the flue proceed from openings 
of about three inches by six inches, left at the 
bottom of the boiler, and leaving a free space for 
the flue, around the boiler, of two and a half or 
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three inches, or thereabouts. The draught of air 
meeting less obstruction in passing through tho 
external flue than by passing through the largo 
body of fuel contained in the body of the boiler, 
the whole exter- 
na. 34. Fio. 35. n a l surface be- 
comes available 
for receiving heat 
from the fire, in- 
stead of being 
entirely useless, 
as in the other 
mode of setting ; 
and, of course, 
the same sized 
boiler will by this 
arrangement heat 
a larger quantity of pipe. Figs. 3-4 and 35 show 
the mode of setting these boilers. This boiler, 
however, will, under any form, expose but little 
surface to the radiant heat of the fire, and its 
external surface will scarcely exceed the flue sur- 
face of the arch-boiler, in its power of absorbing 
heat ; and this flue surface, we have already seen, 
only possesses one-third the absorbent power 
which those surfaces have that are exposed to the 
direct action of the radiant heat. The fire of this 
boiler, however, is not difficult to manage, and 
burns with but little attention. 

(87.) In the boiler, fig. 26, there is necessarily 
a considerable waste of fuel, in consequence of 
the flame escaping immediately into the chimney 
without passing through any flues, — this form of 
boiler not admitting of any kind of flues being 
used. The flame passes between the several pipes 
which fomi the boiler, and of course can only act 
upon their under side. If the draught be rapid, 
a partial vacuum must be formed on the upper 
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side of the pipes, the flame passim* in straight 
lines upwards ; and, therefore, a loss of heat by 
radiation would take place from the upper side 
of tho pipes which form this boiler. The boiler, 
however, necessarily heats rapidly, as the con- 
sumption of fuel in the furnace, owing to the 
rapid draught, is very considerable. 

(88.) The advantage of making the furnace to 
contain a large quantity of fuel has already been 
mentioned. But, independent of tho smaller de- 
gree of attention required, when sufficient fuel to 
last for many hours is supplied at once, it 1b 
found practically that great economy results from 
this plan; and, from experiments made on this 
subject, with steam-engine furnaces, it appears 
that the increased consumption of fuel always 
bears a direct proportion to tho frequency with 
which it is supplied to the furnace; and that in 
the experiments in question the greatest economy 
resulted when the fuel was supplied only once 
a day.* When this plan, bowever, is followed, 
the combustion is less intense than with more 
frequent tiring; and, therefore, a larger boiler 
surface is always required in this case. Care 
also should be taken to prevent the ingress of 
an undue quantity of air through the ash-pit, 
when the fuel burns away and the furnace-bars 
thus become unequally covered ; for, in this case, 
a large quantity of cold air will rush in and cool 
the boiler. 

(89.) The rate of combustion materially de- 
pends upon the thickness of fuel on the furnace- 
bars, and on its compact or open state, as illus- 
trated in the two cases of small coal and of large 
* Mr. Joaiah Partes on "The Evaporation of Water from 
Steam -Boilers," in tho 'JYannnt'tionn if Ilia Institution of Civil 
Engineers" for 1838. This result, however, was obtained by 
n peculiar kind of furnace, in which air was admitted at tho 
bridge as well as through the fire-bare. 

H 2 
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well-burned coke. The quantity of air passing 
through the fire-grate or bars must be very dif- 
ferent in these two cases, and the combustion 
wholly depends upon tho quantity of air admitted 
to the fuel. For unless a sufficient quantity of 
air be admitted to convert the whole of the 
carbon into carbonic-acid gas, it will escape in 
the form of carbonic oxide, and a loss of effect 
will thereby arise (see Chap. VI., Part IT., on the 
Combustion of Smoke). 

(90.) The greatest economy of fuel is produced 
when the fires are kept thin and bright ; the coal 
well coked, by means of a large dumb-plate in 
the front of the furnace, and the damper kept as 
close as possible consistent with allowing a suffi- 
cient draught. The Cornish engines, so cele- 
brated for their economy of fuel, are thus worked. 
The thinner the fire, the less is the probability of 
the formation of carbonic oxide, which always 
causes a loss of heat ; and when thick fires are 
used, this loss is frequently very considerable, 
unless (as in Mr. Parkow's experiments already 
mentioned) air is supplied above the fuel as well 
as through the furnace-bars.* In the small fur- 
nace of a hot-water apparatus, it is frequently 
difficult, if not impossible, to adopt this plan of 

* In locomotive engines, tho fires are frequently as much aa 
17 inches thick ; and the quantity of carbonic oxide formed in 
consequence of this great thickness is very considerable, and 
the loss of heat enormous. The thinner the fire, the more 
perfect must be the combustion. Carlmnic oxide i.-i formed by 
the carbonic acid, which is the result of perfect combustion, 
passing through the red-hot coke, by which it imbibes an 
additional quantity of carbon, and is converted into carbonic 
oside ; and on all tho carbonic acid that undergoes this 
change there arises a loss of one-half the heat derived from 
its original conversion. Tho various methods of admitting air 
at the bridge, and at other places above the fuel, are all in- 
tended to obviate this loss, by re-convertiugthe carbonic oxide 
into carbonic acid, by supplying it witli an additional dose of 
oxygon. 




using a dumb-plate sufficiently large to coke the 
whole of the fuel which is used; but the principle 
should be borne in mind in all cases, and applied 
as far as circumstances will permit. The theory 
of combustion will bo given in the chapter on the 
Combustion of Smoke. 

91.) It may, perhaps, not be amiss here to give 
some rules for the proper size of chimneys. Very 
elaborate rules have been given for this purpose 
by different authors, and the most extraordinary 
difference exists between them ; their calculations 
giving results totally at variance with each other. 
But the practical rales are very simple. Mr. 
Murray* estimates the area of the chimney should 
be about 18 square inches for a boiler communing 
12 lbs. of coal per hour. Mr. Armstrong estimates 
the area at 20 square inches for the same consump- 
tion of coal-t Tredgold's J calculations give an 
area of about 14 square inches for the same quan- 
tity of coal consumed per hour, when the boiler 
is worked at a low temperature, and very con- 
siderably less than this when the temperature is 
high. Some of these calculations, however, are 
for much higher chimneys than are ever used for 
the purpose that we are here considering, and the 
lower the chimney the larger the area ought to be. 
But, from what has been stated, sufficient may be 
gathered to estimate the size of chimneys for such 
common purposes as are here supposed to be 
required.^ 

* Minutes of Institution of Civil Engineer*, Juno, 1844. 
f Armstrong on " Steam- boil ere," p. 80. 

JTxedgold on "Warming and Ventilating," &c, p. 114. 
Those who wish to investigate this subject further may 
ir to PiekVi Traits de la Chaleur, p. 79, el seq. ; Wyman " On 
Ventilation," &c, p. 392, etseq. ; Sylvester " On Chimneys;" 
Eees' " Encyclopredia and Annals of Philosophy," &e. ; 
Gilbert " On Ventilation," &c. ; Quarterly Journal of Scisnee 
for 1822; and Tredgold "On Warming and Ventilating," 
p. 114, et teq.; and Dr. Tire, Phil. Transaction*, 1836. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ESTIMATE OF THE HEATING SURFACES REQU! 
TO WARM ANY DESCRIPTION OF BUILDINGS. 

Heat by Combustion — Quantity of Heat from Coal — Specifi 
Heat of Air and Water — Measure of Effect for Heated Iron 
Pipe— Cooling Power of Glass — Effect of Vapour— Quantity 
of Pipe required to warm a given Space — Time required to 
heat a Building — Facilu Mode of calculating the- Quantity 
of Pipe required in any Building— Quantity of Coal con- 



(92.) Having in the preceding' chapters investi- 
gated the fundamental principles of the hot-water 
apparatus, we proceed to consider some particulars 
which are necessary to he known, in order to apply 
the preceding remarks, and correctly to apportion 
the various parts of the apparatus, and calculate 
the effects which will be produced under various 
circumstances. 

Very erroneous notions are entertained by many 
persons as to the absolute quantity of heat con- 
tained in different substances. This subject has 
already been mentioned ; and, in the present 
chapter, we shall have occasion to apply this law 
of specific heat in several important calculations. 

(93.) It will, however, be desirable first to ascer- 
tain the quantity of heat which can be obtained 
by the decomposition of combustible materials by 
fire ; for in this also, it may be observed, very 
erroneous notions prevail. The quantity of heat 
obtainable by the combustion of any substance is 
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not, as many persons appear to consider, illimitable, 
but it is as fixed and determinate as any other of 
the laws of heat. The amount of heat by com- 
bustion depends on the chemical composition of 
the particular substance ; but although this heat 
may be either wasted or advantageously applied, 
according 1 as the apparatus used for its combustion 
is imperfect or otherwise, still it must be remem- 
bered there is a maximum effect, which has been 
accurately ascertained, and which cannot be ex- 
ceeded in any form of apparatus ; though in no 
apparatus yet invented has it been possible ab- 
solutely to render available the whole of this heat. 

Although every kind of fuel differs in tlio quan- 
tity of heat that it affords, it is unnecessary here 
to inquire into any other than the ordinary de- 
scriptions used for purposes similar to that we are 
now considering. The calculations, therefore, will 
be made with reference only to coal and coke of 
ordinary and average qualities. 

(94.) It is stated by Watt that one pound of 
coal will raise the temperature of 45 lbs. of water 
from 55° to 212°. Rumford states the same quan- 
tity of coal will raise 36 & lbs. of water from 82° to 
212°; and Dr. Black has estimated that one pound 
of coal will make 48 lbs. of water boil, supposing 
it previously to be at a mean temperature. These 
quantities, when reduced to a common standard, 
vary but little from each other. Watt's experi- 
ment, of 45 lbs. of water being heated from 55" to 
212°, is equal to 39j lbs. only, if heated from 32 a 
to 212°; and this nearly agrees with Count Rum- 
ford's calculation ; at least, the variation is not 
more than might be expected from a slight dif- 
ference in the quality of the coal. Dr. Black's 
estimate is as much in excess over the experiments 
of Watt as Romford's is in defect; we may, there- 
fore, take the average of these three experiments. 
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which will give us a result, that 39 lbs. of water 
may be heated from 32° to 213" by one pound of 
coal. 

(95.) The results of later experiments show 
that, as an average effect, the above calculations 
are very accurate, when practically applied on a 
large scale. Mr. Parkes* found that the greatest 
effect he could produce, by his improved mode of 
filing, was 10 - 3 lbs. of water at the temperature 
of 212° evaporated by one pound of coal; and 
that, by the ordinary methods of firing, the 
average obtained is only 7 - 5 lbs. of water of the 
like temperature evaporated by one pound of 
coal. The first of these is equal to 57'2 lbs. of 
water heated from 32° to 212° by one pound of 
coal ; and the latter is equal to 41*6 lbs. of water 
heated to the like extent, and which very nearly 
agrees with the experiments of Watt, Kumford, 
and Black. In the Cornish engines, however, a 
much higher result is obtained. Mr. Parkes has 
given the results obtained in the " United Mines," 
during eight months, from which it appears the 
greatest evaporation is 15*3 lbs., and the average 
quantity 1 1 '8 lbs. of water evaporated from the 
temperature of 212° by one pound of coal. The 
former of these gives 85 lbs., and the latter 
65J lbs. of water, raised from 32° to 212° by one 
pound of coal ; which results appear to be the 
highest that are practically attainable, and are 
very much greater than can be produced with any 
other boilers, or qualities of coal, than those with 
which the experiments were made. In all the 
subsequent calculations, therefore, the average of 

* Mr. Parkes " On the Evaporation of Water from Steam- 
Boilera," in the Transactions of the Institution of Civil Engi~ 
■neeri, 1838 ; and these results very nearly agree with the 
results arrived at by Mr. Herepath from purely physical calcu- 
lations. (Herepaths Mathematical Physics, vol. i., p. 351.) 
See also note to Art. 71, ante. 
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the experiments of Watt, Romford, and Black 
will be adhered to, as being the most correct for 
ordinary practice ; and we shall shortly have 
occasion to apply them, in elucidating that branch 
of the subject which is included in the present 
chapter. 

(96,) In order to ascertain the effect that a 
certain quantity of hot water will produce in 
warming the air nf a room, there appears to be no 
better method than that of computing from the 
specific heat of gases compared with water. 

(97.) Every substance, it is well known, has its 
■n peculiar specific heat : that is, a given weight, 
volume, of any particular substance at a certain 
iperature, contains a definite amount of heat, 
which, if imparted to any other substance, will 
produce upon this last a certain known effect, 
though it will be different for every different body 
or substance. Now, it is ascertained that one 
cubic foot of water, by losing one degree of its 
heat, will raise the temperature of 2990 cubic feet 
of air,* the like extent of one degree ; and by 
losing 10° of its heat, it will raise the temperature 
of 2990 cubic feet of air 10° or 39,900 cubic feet 
one degree, and so on, 

(98.) But this calculation regards only tho 
ultimate effect which will be produced, without 

1 The specific heat of equnl tceighU of water and air, by the 
Briments of Eerard and Delaroche, is found to be as 1 to 
a the volume orbuli of an equal weight of atmo- 
spheric air is to water as 827"437 to 1, we shall have '26669 : 
1 : : 827-437=3102, which is the number of cubic feet of air 
that has the same specific heat as one cubic foot of water. This, 
however, appears to bo rather too high a calculation ; for Dr. 
Apjohn, in a memoir recently published {Rejtt. Jin'/. Sci. Asaoc, 
vol. iv.), gives the result of a new mode of determining the 
Bpeeific heat of permanently elastic fluids, by which he makes 
the specific heat of atmospheric air -27G7 when that of 
water is represented byunity. Therefore -2767 ; 1 : : 827-437 
=2990, which is the number given in the text. 
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reference to the time which will be required to 
obtain the result. To ascertain the time that ia 
required to heat the air, which is a most essential 
element in every calculation connected with the 
subject under consideration, recourse must be had 
to direct experiments ; for the rate at which a 
given quantity of hot water will impart its heat to 
the surrounding air depends upon the nature and 
extent of surface of the body which contains it, as 
well as upon the degree of motion which the air 

Eossesses. The effect of the velocity of the air, 
owever, is not necessary here to be considered, 
as it is only to a still atmosphere in a building 
that these calculations are to be applied. But as the 
radiating and conducting powers of different sub- 
stances vary considerably, it is necessary to make 
experiments with the same substance or material 
as the pipes for which we wish to estimate the 
effect, before we can arrive at any conclusions 
as to the quantity of heated surface that will be 
required to produce any desired temperature in a 
building. 

(99.) From experiments made to determine 
this question, it appears that the water contained 
in an iron pipe of four inches diameter internally, 
and four and a half inches externally, loses "851 
of a degree of heat per minute, when the excess 
of its temperature is 125" above that of the cir- 
cumambient air. Therefore (by Art. 97) one 
foot in length of pipe four inches diameter will 
heat 222 cubic feet of air one degree per minute, 
when the difference between the temperature of 
the pipe and the air is 125°.* 

* From tho data given in Art. 270, Chapter XII., it appears 
that 171-875 cubic inches of water, exposed to the cooling 
influence of the air by 287 - 1 77 square inches of surface of 
cast iron, loses -8 of a degree of Fahrenheit per minute when 
the air is 79° colder than the pipe : therefore - — ^ — 
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This calculation will servo as the basis by 
Ich we may estimate the quantity of heating 
face for any building. Hut before we can 
apply it practically, we must know what quantity 
of heat the building will lose per minute, by the 
cooling power of the glass, by ventilation, radia- 
tion, and all other causes which may tend to 
lower its temperature ; for on these several causes 
must obviously depend the quantity of heat that 
is required to be added to it by the warming 
apparatus. 

(100.) The quantity of air required for ventila- 
>n, and the method of ventilating buildings, are 
msidered in subsequent chapters (Chapters III. 
and IV., Part II). It is unnecessary, therefore, 
in this place to pursue the subject further than to 
state that, in public buildings and rooms of dwell- 
ing-houses, a quantity of air equal to from three 
and a half to five cubic feet for each individual 
the room contains must be changed per minute, 
in order to preserve the wholesomeness and 
purity of the atmosphere.* 

•will be the loss of heat per minute when the temperature of 
tlie pipe is 125° above that of the air. But this quantity of 
water, if exposed in a pipe of four inches diameter inside, 
and four and a half inches outside, will only be surrounded 
by 193 - 435 square inches of radiating surface ; therefore 

193-435 X 1'26S „.,„ .„,,,, P , . . . . 

_..Vj T — = •8oI , will be the loss ol heat per minute by 

a four-inch pipe, when the excess of temperature in 1 25" above 
the circumambient nir. As all pipes are technically known 
by their internal diameter, this mode of measuring is here 
used, although the external measurement would be a more 
correct definition for these calculations. 

* This estimate is given for ordinary buildings. In the 
Houses of Parliament, and in some other buildings, where 
.expense is of no consideration, a much larger quantity of air 
has been introduced for ventilation very beneficially ; and 
when the cost of the apparatus is unimportant, it may be 
assumed that the larger the quantity of fresh air introduced, 
the greater will be the comfort and salubrity. 
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(101.) The loss of heat in all buildings having 
any great extent of glass we shall find to be 
very considerable. It appears by experiment* 
that one square foot of glass will cool 1 '279 cubic 
feet of air as many degrees per minute as the 
internal temperature of the room exceeds the 
temperature of the external air ; that is, if the 
difference between the internal and the external 
temperature of the room be 30°, then 1'279 cubic 
feet of air will be cooled 30° by each square foot 
of glass, or, more correctly, as much heat as is 
equal to this will be given off by each square foot 
of glass ; for, in reality, a very much larger 
quantity of air will be affected by the glass, 
but it will be cooled to a less extent. The real 
loss of heat from the room will therefore be what 
is here stated. 

(102.) But though this amount is only calcu- 
lated for a still atmosphere, as intense cold is 
seldom or never accompanied with high winds,"!' 
no additional allowance needs be made for this 
cause, provided we estimate sufficiently low for 
the external temperature. For the highest winds 
are generally about March and September, and 
the average temperature of the former month is 
46", and the latter 59$°. The greatest diurnal 
variation of the thermometer is 20° in March, 
and 18" in September; so that the average tem- 
perature of the nights will be 36° in March, and 

* "Experiments on Cooling," Art. 271. 

f That intense cold is rarely accompanied by high winds is 
matter of common experience. The obliquity of the sun's 
rays on the higher latitudes of the northern hemisphere, 
when near the time of the winter solstice, prevents the atmo-. 
sphere of those places which are distant from the tropics from 
receiving any considerable quantity of heat; and, therefore, 
the air being all of nearly equal density, there is but little 
tendency to aerial currents in the lower strata. 
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i0* in September.* But we shall presently find 
Art. 106) that when the external atmosphere is 
it 36°, the quantity of pipe required to warm a 
building to 65" is only about one-half of what 
would be necessary were the external air at 10" ; 
therefore, if we calculate that the external tem- 
perature will be 10°, when we estimate the quan- 
tity of pipe required to warm any buildings 
which are to be used during the night, and that 
it will be 25" or 26" externally, in the case of 
such buildings as are only wanted to be warmed 
during tho day, the required heat can then be 
laintained, even during the time of high winds, f 
But in such situations as are very much ex- 
ised to high winds, it will be prudent to calcu- 
Lte the external temperature from zero, to com- 
pensate for the cooling power of the wind ; and, 
in very warm and sheltered situations, a less 
range in the temperature will be sufficient. Local 
knowledge of the situation will therefore be neces- 
y to guide the judgment in particular cases. 
103.) The difference between the cooling effect 
glass which is glazed in squares and that which 
is lapped is very trilling in those buildings where 

These temperatures are far the neighbourhood of London. 
In March, 1837, the night temperature, obtained by a register 
thermometer, only averaged 31*1°, which is nearly 5° lower 
than has been known for many years. Mr. L. Howard, in his 
"Climate of London," states that the average temperature, 
ascertained by observation for ten years, is as follows : — 

In London. In the Country, 
Mean highest temperature . 47'31° 48 , 4B° 
Mean lowest temperature . 37-32° 34-57° 
Mean highest temperature . 65-91 65'42° 
\ Mean lowest temperature . 52-45° 47-03° 
\ By reckoning the external air at the above temperatures, 
the wind may have a velocity of from twenty to thirty miles 
an hour, without producing any diminution of the internal 
temperature ; for it is probable that the cooling effect of wind 
i ordinary window- glass is not above one-half so much w 



appeals by the experiments, Ait. 271. 
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the air contains much moisture. This is the case 
in hothouses, whero the plants are constantly 
steamed ; and therefore, for such buildings, no 
farther allowance should be made on this account 
for loss of heat.* But in skylights of dwelling- 
houses, in consequence of the greater dryness 
of the atmosphere, the heated air will escape 
through the laps of the glass in greater quantity, 
in proportion as less vapour is condensed on the 
surface. The height of the skylight will also 
make a considerable difference in the velocity of 
the escape of air through the laps, as it depends 
upon the same principles which have been ex- 
plained (Art. 21) as governing the motion of 
water, the increased velocity being relatively as 
the height and the difference of temperature 
between the internal and external arr.f 

(104.) In making an estimate of the quantity 
of glass contained in any particular building, the 
extent of surface of the wood-work must be care- 
fully excluded from the calculation. This is par- 

* The calculations of the specific heat of air, given in the 
note, Art. 97, are only for dry air. If tho temperature be at 
60" and the air saturated with moisture, then the same quan- 
tity of heat will only raise the temperature; to 2,9G7 cubic feet 
of this saturated air any given number of degrees, which would 
have raised 2,990 cubic feet of dry air to the like temperature. 
This 2,&67 cubic feet of saturated air will contain 68 cubic 
inches of water; and this quantity of water will absorb as 
much heat during its conversion into vapour as would raise 
the temperature of 117,507 cubic feet of air ono degree. This 
is equal to the entiro heat that 46 feet of pipe, four inches 
diameter, will give off in ten minutes, when the temperature 
is 140° above that of the air. The glass, will, however, cool 
much less of this saturated air than, of dry air, for the 
mixture of air and vapour has greater specific heat than dry 
air. "With lapped glass the loss of heat will be less with 
saturated than with dry air, because the vapour, when con- 
densed upon the glass, will run down and nearly fill up the 
crevices between the laps, and effectually prevent the escape 
of the air, and thereby avoid the loss of heat. 

f See also Chapter V., Fart II. 
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ticularly necessary in buildings used for horticul- 
tural purposes, where, from the amallness of the 
panes, the wood-work occupies a considerable 
space. The readiest way of calculating-, and 
sufficiently accurate for ordinary purposes, is to 
take the square surfaco of the sashes, and then 
deduct one-eighth of the amount fur the wood- 
work. In the generality of horticultural build- 
ings, the wood-work fully amounts to this quan- 
tity ; but in some expensively in ashed conserva- 
tories, &c, it is considerably less, and therefore 
the allowance must be made accordingly. When 
the frames and sashes are made of metal, the 
radiation of heat will be quite as great from 
the frame as from the glass ; therefore, in such 
cases, no deduction must bo made.* 

Some loss of heat will likewise arise from imper- 

* Some persons have imagined that the loss of heat from a 
glass roof will vary greatly with the angle which the roof 
forms with the horizon. But this variation in the effect can- 
not be very considerable. It can only bo that portion of the 
heat lest by conduction of the air that can vary in this 
manner ; and calculating the ordinary excess by which the 
temperature of the hothouse exceeds the temperature of the 
external air, this portion of the heat is only about three- 
sevenths of the whole (nee Art. 227, &c). But a small part 
only of this quantity will be affected by the angle of the glass. 
For the cooling effect of wind will bo in proportion to the number 
of particles of uir brought into contact in a given time ; and with 
a horizontal wind this will be directly as the sine of the angle 
which the roof forms with the horizon. Supposing, then, the 
roof to be at an angle of 34°, as recommended by Mr. Knight 
{Horticul. Trans, vol. i. p. 99), we shall find that the erne 
of the angle multiplied by the above-mentioned portion of the 
heat affected by the conducting power of the air will give as 
a result that, at tho angle of 34", there will be about two- 
ninthe more of the heat carried off by the conducting power of 
the air than would be the case if the glass were placed hori- 
zontally. But, practically, this loss will be very materially 
lessened by an effect which is not capable, of being reduced 
to any exact calculation. "When a stream of air strikes 
upright surface of glass, it is not reflected back agaii 
itself, but glides along the surface, and by the increased 




tenaiiy 
'educed 
ikes an 

id "hea" 



112 LOSS OF HEAT IN BUILDINGS. 

feet fitting of doors and windows. In these cases 
the circumstances vary very considerably ; but, 
in the majority of instances, no allowance is neces- 
sary for these sources of loss of heat, the external 
temperature of the air having been reckoned (Art. 
102) sufficiently low to supersede the necessity of 
any farther deduction. 

(105.) From the preceding calculations, the fol- 
lowing corollary may be drawn : The quantity of 
air to be warmed per minute in habitable rooms 
and in public buildings must be from three and a 
half to five cubic feet for each person the room 
contains, and one and a quarter cubic feet for each 
square foot of glass.* This air has to be heated 

will be directed upwards in a vertical line. (" Quetelet's 
Philosophy," note 5, Appendix.) Passing, then, in this direc- 
tion, it meets another stream of air proceeding in a line 
parallel to the original line of its motion ; and it is by this 
again driven more closely in contact with the glass. But, 
having been warmed by the contact in the first instance, it 
will abstract less heat from the glass, and will thus prevent, 
to a considerable extent, the further loss of heat, until by tbe 
upward motion of the air it finally escapes into space. The 
same effect will be produced by a gloss roof lying at any 
angle ; but it is clear the heated particles will escape upwards 
more easily in proportion as the angle of the roof is smaller. 
Now, these effects are exactly the opposite of each other. 
The cooling effect of the wind increases with the angle of the 
roof, and is greatest on a vertical surface ; whilo the counter- 
acting influence, by the interference of the particles of air 
with each other, also increases in nearly the same proportion ; 
and therefore the variation in the angle of the roof makes far 
less difference than might at first he expected in the cooling 
effect. The difference, however, between the cooling of a 
vertical pane of glass and a perfectly horizontal one is not 
inconsiderable in high winds ; but the angle of a roof must 
be very small indeed before it can escape the influences above 
described, and bo brought to assimilate with a horizontal roof. 
* As corrugated sheet-iron is coming much into use, it may 
be proper to observe that the loss of heat from this kind of 
material is exactly the same as from the like extent of glass 
(see " Experiments," Chapter XII.), and must be allowed for 
accordingly, wherever it is used. 
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from the external temperature, to the temperature 
at which the room or building is required to be 
kept. For conservatories, forcing-houses, and 
other buildings of this description, the quantity of 
air to bo warmed per minute must bo one and a 
quarter cubic feet for each square tout of glass 
which tho building contains; and this air also will 
hare to be heated from the external temperature 
to the proposed temperature of the building. When 
the quantity of air to be Heated -per minute lias been 
thus ascertained, the quantity of pipe that will bo 
necessary to heat the building may bo found by 
the following rule :— 

Rule : — Multiply 125 by the difference between 
the temperature at which tho room is purposed to 
ho kept, when at its maximum, and tho tempera- 
ture of the external air; and divide this product 
by the difference botween tho temperature of tho 
pipes and the proposed temperature of tho room ; 
then the quotient thus obtained, when multiplied 
by tho number of cubic feet of air to be wanned 
per minute, and this product divided by 222, will 
give the number of feet in length ot pipe, four 
inches diameter, which will produce the desired 
effect.* 

When the pipes which are to be used aro three 
inches diameter, then the number of feet of four- 

* Let p be the temperature of the pipe, and t the tempera- 
ture tho room is required to be kept at, then —^ = x, which 
will roprosont the number of feet of pipe that will warm 222 
cubic feet of air one degree per minute, when p — I is different 
to the proportions given in Art. 'M. If d represents the dif- 
ference between the internal and the external temperature of 
the room, and c the number of cubic feet of air which are to 
be warmed per minute, then x- ^ = F will be the number of 
feet of pipo, four inches diameter, which will warm any quantity 
of air per minute, according to the calculations, Art. 98. 

The rule given in the text has beon arranged in such a 
manner that it may be worked without d 
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inch pipe, obtained by this rule, must be multi- 
plied by 1*38, which will give the length of three- 
inch pipe ; or, to obtain the quantity of two-inch 
pipe, the length of pipe four inches diameter, ob- 



tained by the rule, must be multiplied by two ; 
the length required of three-inch pipe being one- 
third more than four-inch, and the length of two- 



inch pipe being double that of the four-inch, when 
the temperatures are the same in all. 

(106.) By the following Table, however, even 
the simple calculations given in this rule may be 
dispensed with. The Table shows the quantity 
of pipe four inches in diameter which is required 
to heat 1,000 cubic feet of air per minute any number 
of degrees. The temperature of the pipes is as- 
sumed to be 200° of Fahrenheit, this being the 
most usual temperature at which they can be 
easily maintained. But, according to the length of 
pipe which is heated by one boiler, the tempera- 
ture will sometimes be greater and sometimes less 
than this estimate, the temperature of the water 
being generally higher when only a small quantity 
of pipe is used.. When the quantity of air to be 
warmed per minute is greater or less than 1,000 
cubic feet, the proper quantity of pipe will be 
found by multiplying the length given in the 
Table by the actual number of cubic feet of au- 
to be warmed per minute, and dividing that pro- 
duct by 1,000. 
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Table showing the Quantity of Pipe, four inches diameter, 
which will heat 1,001) t'uW Feet of Air per Minute, any 
required number of Degrees: the Temperature of the Pipe 
being 200° Fahrenheit. 





Temperature 
a! .ii. nil 


Temperature at which the Room is required to be kept. 


Air. 






















Stale. 


4.1° 


50° 


:>-y 


60° 


65" 


70° 


75° 


80° 


85" 


90° 


Iff! 


126 


l.-id 


171 


200 : 229 


259 


292 328 


3(17 


409 




12° 


11'.' 


1 19 


(66 


192 220 


2.--1 


283 318 


M.-, 7 


399 




14 s 


112 


135 


159 


184 212 


242 


274 


309 


347 


388 




16 a 


ln.i 


127 


151 


176 204 


233 


2i;.> 


800 


337 


378 




18" 


*ih 


120 


146 


1681 195 


225 


256 


190 


328 


368 




20° 


91 


112 


135 


160 187 


216 


247 


281 


318 


358 




22" 


83 


105 


128 


152 179 


207 


988 


271 


308 


317 




24" 


76 


97 


120 


144 1 170 


199 


229 


262 


298 


337 




26° 


69 


90 


112 


136 162 


190 


220 


253 


2ss 


327 




28° 


61 


82 


104 


123 154 


181 


211 


2-13 


279 


317 




30° 


54 


75 


97 


1201 145 


173 


2n2 


284 


269 


307 




'''£"!!"'' 32 


47 


67 


B9 


112 137 


1 (i-l 


1 H 


22.-. 


259 


296 




34' 


40 


60 


81 


10-1 129 


15. j 


184 


2ir, 


249 


286 




36° 


32 


52 


73 


96. 120 


147 


175 


206 


239 


276 




38° 


25 


45 


66 


88 112 


188 


166 


196 


230 


266 




40° 


18 


37 , 58 


80 1 104 


129 


107 


187 


220 


255 




42° 


10 


30 


50 


72 1 95 


121 


148 


178 


210 


245 




44° 


3 


22 


49 


64 


87 


119 


139 


168 


200 


235 




46° 




15 


34 


56 


79 


in:; 


130 


159 


190 


225 




48° 




7 


27 


48 


70 


95 


121 


150 


181 


214 




60° 






111 


40 


62 


86 


112 


140 


171 


204 




62" 






11 


32 


54 


77 


103 


[81 


161 


194 






* # * To ascertain by the above Table the quantity of Pipe 
which will heat 1,000 cubic feet of air per minute, find, in the 
first column, the temperature corresponding to that of the 
external air ; and at the top of one of the other columns find 
the temperature at which the room is to be maintained ; then, 
in this latter column, and on the line which corresponds with 
the external temperature, the required number of feet of pipe 
will be found. 

(107.) If the building which it is designed to 
warm is required to be used only during the day, 
the aii', in this part of the country at least, is 
i 2 
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scarcely likely to bo below 25°; but if — as for a 
forcing-house, for instance — it is required to be 
heated both by day and by night, then, perhaps, 
10" will not be too low to calculate from, or 22° 
below the freezing-point. Suppose, now, we want 
to calculate the quantity of pipe required to heat 
a forcing-house to 75° in the coldest weather — 
which we will assume to bo 10° of Fahrenheit's 
scale, or 22° below freezing. We have already 
scon (Art. 101 — 105) that the quantity of heat 
required for horticultural buildings is merely so 
much as is necessary to replace the heat given off; 
or, in other words, to compensate for the loss 
sustained by the glass. The actual cubic measure- 
ment of the house signifies nothing in this case ; 
it is the glass alono which gives off any appre- 
ciable heat ; and therefore whatever quantity of 
pipe will compensate for this loss of heat by the 
glass will also warm the house in the first 
instance, and maintain it at the required tem- 
perature afterwards ; because, until the air of the 
house is heated to its maximum temperature, the 
glass will cool proportionally less air, the cooling 
power of the glass being obviously exactly pro- 
portional to the difference between the internal 
and external temperature. The pipe, therefore, 
gives off more heat to the air in the earlier stages 
of the operation than the glass transmits by 
radiation to the external atmosphere; and this 
difference in the effect is actually the rate at 
which the building becomes heated ; and the 
increase of the temperature of the building con- 
tinues until the radiating power of the glass 
exactly balances the heat given off by the pipes ; 
and the heat given off by the pipes, it may bo 
observed, constantly decreases, while the cooling 
power of the glass increases with every addition to 
the temperature of the internal air. We see, then, 
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that when we have estimated the surface of glass in 
such a building, wc can calruhite the quantity of 
pipe tliat will heat it. For Buppoae the bouse baa 
800 square feet of glass: we find (Art. 105) that 
every square fool of glass cools one and a guarier 
cubit- feet of air per minute as many degrees as the 
internal exceeds the external temperature. If 
therefore the external temperature be 10°, and the 
internal temperature is required to be 7o", then 
800 square feet of glass will (aa above stated) cool 
1,000 cubic feet of air jot minute from 75° down to 
10°. By the Table, then, in the column marked 
75°, and on the line marked 10" for external tem- 
perature, we find the quantity 202 ; which is tho 
number of feet in length of pipe, four inches 
diameter, that are required to heat this 1,000 cubic 
feet of air per minute the required number of 
degrees. This quantity of pipe, therefore, will 
heat a building having 800 square feet of glass, 
whatever the actual size of the building may be. 
And whenever the quantity of air to be heated 
per minute is either greater or less than 1,000 
cubic feet (or, in other words, when the quantity of 
glass is greater or less than 800 square feet), then 
tlie proper quantity of pipe will be obtained by 
the rule of proportion, as already stated (Art. 100). 
(108.) The above rule will not, however, give 
the length of time required to heat any particular 
building. This will, of course, depend upon many 
circumstances ; nevertheless, some approximation 
may be made to the average time required. 
Suppose the maximum temperature of the pipe to 
be 200°, the water being at 40° before lighting the 
fire; then the maximum temperature in horti- 
cultural buildings will bo attained with 

Four-inch pipes, in about four and a half hours. 
Three-inch pipes, in ahout three ami a quarter hours. 
Two-inch pipes, in about two and a quarter hours. 
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But if a larger quantity of coal than that given by 
the Table be used — if the surface of the boiler be 
much increased in proportion to the length of 
pipe — if the quantity of pipe used be excessive — 
or the temperature of the external air is higher 
than the estimated amount, then, in each of these 
cases, the time required for heating will be less. 
But if, ou the contrary, the required temperature 
be not attained in the time given above, then 
either too small a quantity of pipe, too small a 
surface of boiler, or too small a quantity of coal 
has been used. 

It should, however, be observed, that although 
the maximum temperature will not be reached, on 
an average, in less time than is above stated, still 
the required temperature will very often not take 
longer than half, or two-thirds of this time, to be 
attained ; because the quantity of pipe being 
always apportioned to meet the case of extreme 
cold, when the external temperature is above that 
extreme limit, the pipe, by being superabundant, 
will warm the same space in a shorter time. 

(109. } These calculations of the time required to 
heat buildings will only apply to those cases where 
the cooling surfaces are very large, and the propor- 
tion of pipe very considerable, relatively to the 
actual dimensions of the building. Wherever, on 
the contrary, the cubical content of the building is 
large in proportion to its cooling surfaces, the 
time required to raise its temperature will he 
greater than is above stated, in consequence of 
the very small proportionate quantity of pipe ; 
and this will be found to vary greatly m different 
descriptions of buildings. Churches and other 
large buildings (which only require a small heat- 
ing surface relatively to their cubic contents) will 
generally require the longest time to heat ; dwel- 
ling-houses will require a shorter time, and horti- 
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cultural buildings the shortest of all. The length 
of time above estimated only applies to the latter 
description of buildings ; for tno other kinds of 
buildings the period will be very variable, and 
can scarcely be determined, except for each in- 
dividual case. 

(110.) Various circumstances may, however, in- 
rfero to dimmish the effect of the apparatus ; 
ich, for instance, as damp walls— particularly if 
the building is new — excess of ventilation, &c. 
The effect of damp walls in reducing the apparent 
lower of an apparatus is very considerable, in 
onsequence of the great quantity of heat which is 
.ecessary to evaporate the moisture. For it will 
equire as much heat to vaporize one gallon of 
water from the walls of a budding as would raise 
the temperature of 47,840 cubic feet of air 10°. 
The true power of an apparatus can, therefore, 
never be ascertained unless the building be per- 
fectly dry. The same cause, though in a much 
less degree, becomes operative in buildings which 
are only occasionally warmed; and a longer time 
will always be necessary to heat such places than 
those that are in constant use. 

(111.) For estimating the quantity of pipe which 
is required to warm any building, rules of a much 
more facile character, though at the same time 
more loose and inaccurate than those that have 
been already given, may be deduced.* They are 
the results of experience, and they have been 
found so generally useful in practice, and in most 

* The following mire must not be confounded with that 
already given. The former rule gave the result entirely from 
an estimate of the quantity of glass, without any reference to th* 
cubic contents of the building ; the present rules, on the contrary, 
are founded entirely on the cubic contents of the building 
without direct reference to the quantity of glass. The results 
however, of the two rules will be found to agree with sufficient 
aocurany for most practical purposes. 
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cases so nearly accurate in their results, that they 
are hero given at considerably greater length 
than in the earlier editions of this work. 

Churches and large Public Rooms. — To heat 
these when they have an average number of doors 
and windows, and only moderate ventilation, 
divide the cubic measurement of the building by 
200, and the quotient will be the number of feet in 
length of pipe, four inches diameter, that will be re- 
quired to produce a temperature of about 55'' 
very cold weather.* This is equivalent to alio' 1 

* Churches and other buildings for containing largo a 
blagea of people ought never to be heated to a very high tem- 
perature, on account of tho great quantity of animal heat 
fiven off in crowded congregations. It haB been ascertained, 
y calculations founded on tho amount of oxygen consumed, 
that a man generates n quantity of heat in 24 hours sufficient 
to raise 63 lbs. of water from the freezing to the boiling point. 
Of this quantity, as mueh heat is expended in forming the 
vapour that passes off by perspiration and by transpiration 
from the lungs as would heat about 36llbs. of water 180"; 
and tho remainder of the heat, whieh is equal to raising the 
temperature of 2<iJ lbs. of water 1 80", passes off by radiation 
from the body. ((iMfcH'i Philomphy, Art. "Heat.") Nowthese 
results, if reduced to the same standard that has been adopted 
in the preceding calculations, will lead to the conclusion that 
as much heat is given off per minute from the body of an adult 
man as would be produced by an iron pipe four inches 
diameter aud throe- and -a- half feet long, filled with water at 
200*. This estimate, however, in practice, would be found too 
high ; for whore there is no muscular exertion less heat is 
produced ; and the increased temperature of the surrounding 
medium would also prevent its free radiation. For, as all 
bodies only give oil' heat in proportion to their excess of tem- 
perature, the human body being constantly at tho temperature 
of 98° noarly twice as mueh heat would be given off (if the 
body were freely exposed) when the surrounding medium is 
at 50" as would be the case if the latter were raised to 70". 
It is found also that, on an average, women only consume 
about half as much oxygen as men {Conifu-'s Principles of 
Physiology, 4th edition, p 222), and therefore they can only 
produce half as much heat ; the consumption of oxygen always 
being proportional to the heat generated. From those facta 
it will appear that not only should buildings such as those we 
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ing five feet of four-inch pipe for every thousand 
ansae feet of space which the building contains. 
If the apparatus is so contrived that the warming 
the air is effected before it actually circulates 
the room, and that the same portions of air aro 
it returned to be heated a second time, but fresh 
irtions of external air are brought successively 
contact with the heating apparatus, it will 
aire in mi -50 to 70 per cent, more pipe to 
'uce the Bame effect ; but the air will, of 
course, be more pure and fresh.* 

[dating, rot bo too highly healed, but that the 
pipes should bo iiiodcnitoly miull in dininclei-, in order to allow 
of the temperature being 1 more easily lowered when the 
building is tilled with people, Some experimenti cm the bent 
thuB given o£F from the human body are given in Wyman "On 
Ventilation," p. IBH. 

* This mode of calculating the quantity of pipe, will differ 
from the previous mode of calculating by the surface of glass 
null (he allowance necessary for ventilation, to a much greater 
extent in the case of churches than almost any other kind of 
building. The reasons for this aro twofold : not only does the 
proportion of glass to the area of the building differ to a very 
great extent in different churi lies ; but, besides this, if the quan- 
tity of pipe were only just sufficient to compensate for the loss 
by the cooling power of the glass, it. would require far loo long 
a time to heat the church to the required temperature, inconse- 
quence of its very great area in proportion to the totiil heating 
surface. In college chapels, and some other ecclesiastical 
buildings, where the quantity of glass is particularly small, 
this is remarkably the case ; and the former rule would hardly 
give one-fourth the quantity of pipe found by the latter. 
Now, in these cases, when the quantity of glass is so very 
small, a less quantity of pipe would certainly suffice than that 
obtained, by the latter rule of allowing five feet of four-inch 
pipe for each thousand cubic feet of space : and it must he 
decided by experience which rule shall be adopted in such 
cases. Because in those cases where the warming apparatus 
is kept constantly in operation, the smaller quantity of pipe 
obtained by the first rule would suffice ; but in cases where 
the apparatus is only heated once or twice a week, it requires 
b> be much more powerful, in order to produce the required 
effect in a sufficiently short time. For a very large majority 
of churches, the rule last given will be correct ; but when any 
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Dwelling-rooms. — These will generally require 
about 12 feet of four-inch pipe to every thousand 
cubic feet of space contained in them, to give a 
temperature of about 65°. To raise the tempera- 
ture to 70° will roquire about 14 feet of four-inch 

Pip e - 

Halls, Shops, Waiting-rooms, etc., will require 
about ten feet of four-inch pipe to every thousand 
cubic feet of space, to raise the temperature to 
about oo" • for a temperature of 60", about twelve 
feet of four-inch pipe will be required. 

Wokk-rooms, Manufactories, etc., where a tem- 
perature of about 50° to 55° only is required, will 
generally be sufficiently heated by six feet of four- 
inch pipe for every thousand cubic feet of space 
they contain ; for a temperature of 60° about eight 
feet of pipe will be required. 

Schools, and Lecture-rooms, requiring a tem- 
perature of 55° to 58°, will require from six to 
seven feet of four-inch pipe to every thousand 
cubic feet of space. 

Drying-rooms, or closets, for drying wet linen, 
and other substances, require from 150 to 180 feet 
of four-inch pipe to every thousand cubic feet of 
space to raise the temperature to 120° when empty, 
or about 80° when the room is filled witb wet 
linen.* 

Drying-rooms, for curing bacon, or for drying 
paper, or leather, or damp hides, will require 
twenty feet of four-inch pipe to every thousand 
cubic feet of space to give a temperature of about 
70°. 

doubt amy exist as to its applicability to any particular case, a 
very safe plan will be to calculate the quantity of pipe by both 
rules: add the results together, and divide the resulting quan- 
tity by two. This plaa will give a result which will safely 
meet almost any case that can arise. 
See also Art, 176 and 177. 
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Greenhouses and Conservatories, requiring a 
:perature of about 55" in the coldest weather, 
it have 35 feet of four-inch pipe for each thou- 
id cubic feet of space they contain. 

Graperies and Stove-houses, requiring a tem- 

rature of 65° to 70° in the coldest weather, will 
require 45 feet of four-inch pipe for each thousand 
I'ubir i'vet of space; and if a temperature of 70° to 
'5° is required, 50 feet of four-inch pipe must be 
"lowed for each thousand cubic feet of space. 

Pineries, Hothouses, and Cucumber-pits, re- 
juiring a temperature of 80°, must have about 55 
7 eet of four-inch pi]>e for every thousand cubic feet 
of space the house contains. 

The quantity of pipe estimated in this way will 
only suit for such buildings, whether horticultural 
or otherwise, as are built quite upon the usual 
plan and of the ordinary proportions; for, if they 
vary much from the most ordinary construction, 
these rules will not be accurate, and the method 
given in the former part of this chapter should then 
be employed. 

(112.) Although these calculations are all made 
on the supposition of using pipe of four inches 
diameter as the heating surface, it is by no means 
intended to recommend that as the best size for all 
purposes. For all horticultural purposes it is the 
best, where it can be used ; but for most other 
purposes, smaller pipes, or even other forms of 
heating surfaces, may generally be more advan- 
tageously employed. If the pipes used are only 
three inches diameter, we must add one-third to 
the quantities here given ; and if pipes of two 
inches diameter are used, double the quantity 
will be required. 

(113.) It should here be mentioned, that the 
calculations for the quantity of pipe required for 
horticultural buildings have been made with a 
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view to the moat economical mode of effecting 
the desired object. Some of the moat aucceaaful 
horticulturists, however, have adopted the plan 
of using a much stronger heat in their forcing- 
houses, and allowing, at the same time, a much 
greater degree of ventilation than uaual. This 
plan is stated to produce a finer fruitage ; but 
it will only be obtained at an increased cost 
in the apparatus, and by a larger expenditure 
of fuel. Where economy is not required, it may 
perhaps be desirable to adopt this plan ; and then 
the quantity of pipe which is used must be pro- 
portionally increased above tho estimates which 
are given in tins chapter. 

(114.) The quantity of coal necessary to sup- 
ply any determinate length of pipe is easily 
ascertained, from the data given m Art. 270. 
After the water in the pipes is heated to its 
maximum, the quantity of coal consumed is, 
obviously, just what is required to supply the 
heat given off from the pipes. Now, by Art. 
99 we find that when pipes four inches diameter 
are 146 - 8° hotter than the air of the room, the 
water contained in them loses exactly 1° per 
minute of its heat. By Art. 94, we find that 
1 lb. of coal will raise the temperature of 39 lbs. 
of water 180°; therefore, as 100 feet hi length of 
four-inch pipe contains 544 lbs. of water, it will 
requiro 13 - 9 lbs. of coal to raise the temperature 
of this quantity of water 180°. If, therefore, the 
water loses 1° of heat per minute, or 60° per hour, 
this quantity of coal will supply 100 feet in length 
of pipe for three hours, it its temperature con- 
tinue constant with regard to the air of the room. 
On thia principle the following Table haa been 
constructed. The temperature of the pipe is 
assumed to be 200°: then, knowing the tem- 
perature of the room, if we take the difference 
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>etween the temperature of the pipe and tha 
Df the room, by looking in the Table for tin. 
corresponding: temperature, we shall find under 

t the number of pounds weight of coal whiel 
will be required per hour for every 1 00 fee' 

n length of pipe, in order to maintain the 
stated temperature. Thus, suppose the pipe to 

>e four inches diameter, and its temperature 
200°, while the room is at 75°, then, under the 
column headed 126° (which is the difference be- 

ween these two temperatures), we find 3'9 lbs 
as the quantity required per hour for every 10( 

"eet of pipe. The quantities stated in the Table 
are given in pounds and tenths of a pound. 

Table V. 

Fable of tho Quantity of Coal used per Hour to boat 100 Fee 

in length of Pipe of different Sizes. 






Diameter 

of 

Pipe, 

in Inches. 


Difference between, the Temperature of the Pips and 
the Room in Degrees of Fahrenheit. 
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(115.) It should, however, be borne in mint 

hat an apparatus will not always consume the 
same quantity of coal ; in fact, it will seldom 
require near so much as the Table shows, because 
;hat is the calculation for the maximum effect 
Suppose the quantity of pipe in a room has been 
accurately calculated, in order to maintain tlit 
;emperature at 75° when the external air is a 
30°, the consumption of coal for pipes of foui 
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inches diameter will then he 39 lbs. per hour 
for every 100 feet of pipe. Hut should the ex- 
ternal temperature now rise to 40°, 77 feet of 
pipe would produce the same effect as 100 feet 
would in the former case ; therefore the pipe 
must be heated to a lower temperature ; and it 
will be found by calculation, that only 3 lbs. of 
coal would be used, instead of 3 9 lbs. As much 
coal, therefore, as would supply 77 feet of pipe at 
the maximum temperature would suffice for 100 
feet at tins reduced temperature. The quantity 
of fuel which is consumed will, therefore, be con- 
tinually subject to variation, as it will alter with 
the temperature of the external atmosphere ; and, 
in general, the average quantity of coal required 
will be fully one-third less than the amount given 
in the Table. 

It is almost unnecessary to observe that, in cal- 
culating this Table, it has been assumed that the 
boiler and furnace are of good construction ; for 
on no other basis could an estimate be formed. 
Very great differences, however, exist in this 
respect ; and for such cases no estimate whatever 
can possibly be made. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Various Modifications of the Hot- Water Apparatus — Kewley's 
Siphon Principle — The High -pressure System — Eckstein 
and Busby's Rotary Float Circulator— Fowler's Thermo- 

» siphon — Price's improved Hot-water Boxes — Rendle'e Tank 
System — Corbett's Trough System for Evaporation— Theory 
of Evaporation. 

(116.) Under the common and generic term of 
" hot -water apparatus" various plans have been 
brought forward by different inventors, which, 
though essentially different in some of their features 
from those that have been already described, are, 
nevertheless, merely modifications of the general 
principles that have been explained. In the pre- 
sent chapter some of these peculiar modifications 
of the invention will be investigated ; and it will 
appear that the original principles of all are the 
same, but that other of the fundamental laws of 
Nature are here brought into action conjointly 
with those that we have already examined, and 
give rise to an apparent diversity of operation. 

(117.) The first notable invention of this sort 
which shall be mentioned, is Kewley's siphon 
principle. The sketch, fig. 36, shows this appa- 
ratus in its simplest form. The boiler is open at 
the top, and the two pipes dip into the water ; . the 
pipe a descending only a very short distance below 
the surface, and the pipe is reaching newly to the 
bottom of the boiler. A small flexible metal pipe, 
z, is attached to the highest part of the pipes. To 
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this an air-pump is connected, and the air in the 
pipes being exhausted by this means, the atmo- 
spheric pressure forces the water up the pipes and 
fills them completely. 
P«». 36. This avoids the ne- 

r % cessity of having a 
* reservoir of water 
higher than the top 
of the boiler ; for it 
is well known, that 
the usual atmospheric 
pressure is capable of 
raising a column of water in a vacuum to about 
30 feet in height, varying, however, with the 
degree of pressure shown by the barometer. 

The water in the longer pipe b will acquire a 
preponderance of weight over that in the pipe a 
even if it be at first of an equal temperature and 
density ; because the pipe B only receives the par- 
ticles of hot water which rise immediately under 
its base, while the other receives the heat from all 
parts of the bottom as well as the sides of the 
boiler ; the water on the top being hotter than 
that at the bottom. But as soon as the water cir- 
culates through the pipes, it parts with its heat, 
and the whole length of the pipe b will then be 
colder than the pipe a, and the water will descend 
through B with greater force. 

In consequence of the long pipe b being sur- 
rounded by the hot water in the boiler, the water, 
while descending through it, receives a small por- 
tion of heat, which lessens the difference of tem- 
perature of the two pipes, and reduces the velocity 
of the circulation. It appears probable, therefore, 
that additional velocity of circulation would be 
gained by placing the descending pipe b outside 
the boiler, and attaching it to the side in the same 
manner as the return-pipe in fig. 5. The prin- 
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cipal inconvenience attending this would be the 
difficulty of stopping the ends of the two pipes a 
and 8, which is now done by the simple con? 
IrivuiK'i' of a plate screwed moveably to the base 
of each of the pipes, by means of an externa] rod 
passing over the pipes a and it, with a screw 
attached 011 the tup : and by turning tins the plate 
is drawn up into close contact with the cud of 
the pipe. This completely stops the water when 
necessary, the ends of the pipes being turned true 
to the plates, to mako them water-tight ; and by 
reversing the action of the pump, attached to the 
pipe x, and thus making it into a force-pump, the 
soundness of the joints can then be ascertained. 
A leaky joint is difficult of detection by any other 
means, as there is no emission of water from it in 
the usual way ; and as the only immediate oonse- 
quence of a leaky joint is the immission of air, it 
is not observable except by its stopping the circu- 
lation of the water, which occurs by the air accu- 
mulating and cutting off the connexion of the 
water between the two pipes. 

If this plan of having the return-pipe placed 
outside the boiler were found to increase the 
motive power of the apparatus, an advantage 
would be gained in all those cases where the 
pipes are required to pass under a doorway, 
because, in all such cases, the boiler for this 
apparatus must be set much further below the 
level of the floor than is required for the com- 
mon hot-water apparatus. But by increasing the 
motive power, a less height would be sufficient ; 
and it would therefore prevent the inconvenience 
sometimes found to attend this particular form 
of the apparatus, arising from the great depth the 
furnace is required to be sunk: beneath the level 
of the pipes, in consequence of the very largo size 
of the boiler which is generally used. 
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(118.) A singular fact is connected with this 
invention, which deserves notice, because it arises 
from a philosophical principle, which, in some 
other instances, has been applied in a most "useful 
manner; * though, with this particular invention, 
it is rather disadvantageous than otherwise. It 
has already been stated, that the height to which 
the water will rise in a vertical column, by the 
atmospheric pressure, is about 30 feet above the 
boiler. Supposing this to be the extreme limit to 
which the water will ascend in the pipes, the 
slightest elevation above this will cause a vacuum 
to be formed, similar to that at the top of a baro- 
meter, and the water at the top of the pipe will, 
in this ease, be without any pressure. But if, 
instead of 30 feet, the pipe be continued upwards 
only 15 feet, then the pressure on the water, in 
the upper part of the pipe, will be 7J lbs. on the 
square inch, or half the usual atmospheric pres- 
sure ; and so on for other heights. Now, the 
boiling-point of all liquids varies with the pres- 
sure. Water boils at 212°, under the mean pres- 
sure of 15 lbs. per square inch ; but by reducing 
the pressure, it boils at a lower temperature ; so 
that at half the mean pressure of the atmosphere 
it boils at about 186°. Suppose now that the 
pipes just described rise 30 feet above the boiler, 
the water at the top will boil at the temperature 
of 161°, and will form steam in the upper part of 
the pipe ; and this, by its great expansion, will 
force the water down and overflow the boiler or 
the supply cistern. For, at the ordinary pres- 
sure of the atmosphere, steam occupies about 

* The boiling of liquids in vacuo is well known, and has 
been most extensively applied in many cases. The boiling of 
sugar in vacuum-pans is one of the most successful appli- 
cations of science to the aits which modern times has pro- 
duced. 
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1,700 times' iis nuieh space as the water fruna 
which it is formed, and still more at ;i diminished 
pressure, its expansion being inversely :is the 
pressure. When the pipes rise to other heights 
above the boiler than that described above, the 

tiling-points will be as follows : — 
At 5 feet high, the boi ting- point will be 203° 
ierefore the water in the boiler must always be 
kept below these temperatures, according to the 
height to which the pipes ascend.* 

This peculiarity, which applies only to pipes on 
the siphon principle, is more a philosophical bet 
than a practical difficulty ; lor the water can 
generally be kept at a temperature sufficiently 
low for any ordinary height that is required. 
And, in fact, the boiling-point will generally be 
higher than the temperatures here stated, be- 
cause a small portion of air always remains in 
the pipes, which increases the pressure on the 
water, and makes the boiling-point higher than 

* These calculations are made by Wollaston's rule for his 
thermometrie barometer. But this rule, although accurate at 
moderately am all differencus of prossuiv, b won low erroneous at 
considerable reductions of pressure. Professor Eobison esti- 
mates the boiling-point of water in ramiu at only SB", instead 
of 161°, which the above calculation shows ; and it is probable 
that the relative proportion between the pressure and the 
boiling-point is in a logarithmic ratio, instead of the common 
arithmetical proportion of Wollaston's rule. This, in fact, is 
found to be the case at temperatures above 212°. But it is 
probable that, in the present case, Wollaston's rule will give 
a more aecurato result than the other, because, as the vacuum 
in the pipes cannot be at all perfect, the bniling-points will 
be much higher than the calculated temperature ; perhaps 

£r than stated in the tost. See Jtobiwn's Mechanical 
vol. ii., pp. 22—37 ; and Wollaston " On the Ther- 
arn^^tfli-. " Phihwnnh'rfil 7'i iin.wii'/inn.t 1 SI 7. n 1 R'.t 



mometric Barometer," Philosophical D-muactioru, 1817, n 
K 3 
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the calculated amount. This form of the ap- 
paratus answers the intended purpose when 
worked with care, and is a very ingenious appli- 
cation of scientific principles ; but it requires 
more care in working than the ordinary appara- 
tus, and is now comparatively but little used. 

(119.) The next invention which we shall con- 
sider is the High-Pressure hot-water apparatus.* 
This apparatus consists of a coil of small iron 
pipe, built into a furnace, the pipe being con- 
tinued from the upper part of the coil, and passes 
round the room or building which is to be warmed, 
forming a continuous pipe when again joined 
to the bottom of the coil. The diameter of this 
pipe is one inch externally, and half an inch 
internally. A large pipe, of about two and a 
half inches diameter, is connected in some part of 
the circulation, either horizontally or vertically, 
with the small pipe, and is placed at the highest 
point of the apparatus. This large pipe, which is 
called "the expansion pipe," has an opening near 
to its lower extremity, by which the apparatus 
is filled with water, the aperture being afterwards 
secured by a strong screw; but the expansion 
pipe itself cannot bo filled higher than the open- 
ing just named. After the water is introduced, 
the screws are all securely fastened, and the 
apparatus becomes then hermetically wealed. The 
expansion pipe, which is thus left empty, is cal- 
culated to hold about A as much water as the 
whole of the small pipes ; this being necessary 
in order to allow for the expansion that takes 
place in the volume of the water when heated, 
and which otherwise would inevitably burst the 
pipes, however strong they may be. For the 
expansive force of water is almost irrepressible, 
in consequence of its possessing but a very small 

* Repertory of Art*, fa., vol. xiii. (1833), p. 129. 
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degree of elasticity ; and tin.' increase which takes 
place iti its voliune, by raising the temperature 
from 39° (the point of greatest condensation) to 
212°, is equal to about A part of its bulk, and at 
higher temperatures the expansion proceeds still 
more rapidly.* 

The temperature of these pipes, when thus 
arranged, can be raised to a very great extent; 
for, being completely closed, and all communi- 
cation cut off from the atmosphere, the heat is 
not limited, as usual, to the point of 212", because 
the steam which La formed is prevented from 
escaping, as it does in the common form of hut- 
water apparatus. The most, important considera- 
tion respecting it, however, is the question as to 
its safety; for most persons are aware that steam, 
when confined beyond a certain point of tension, 
becomes extremely dangerous; and in this ap- 
paratus the boundary of what lias hitherto been 
used in other cases is very far exceeded. 

(120.) On the first introduction of this plan, it 
was usual to make the coil consist of one-fourth 
part of the total quantity of pipe which was used 
in the apparatus ; and it was considered that, 
when this proportion was observed, the heat of 
the pipes could not be raised so high as to 
endanger them by bursting. But in practice 
this has not always proved a preventive to acci- 
dent, even when the proportion which the coil 
bears to the radiating surface is much smaller 
than is here mentioned. 1" 

* See Table IV., Appendix. The force which would be 
exerted on the pipes by this expansion of A of the volume of 
the water would bo equal to 14,121 lbs. per square inch, 
according to the experiments of Professor CEistead. Report, 
British Scitntifir Auorinlitm, vol. ii., p. 3.53. 

f The specification to the patent for this invention states, 
that wlien the radiating surface is three times that of the coil, 
the pipes cannot burst. It has, however, been found neces- 
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The average temperature of these pipes is 
stated to be generally about 350° of Fahrenheit. 
But a most material difference of temperature 
occurs in the several parts of the apparatus, the 
difference amounting sometimes to as much as 
200" or 300°. This arises from the great resist- 
ance which the water meets with, in consequence 
of the extremely small size of the pipes, and also 
from the great number of bends, or angles, that 
of necessity occur, in order to accumulate a suffi- 
cient quantity of pipe. In these angles, the bore 
of the pipe, already extremely small, is still fur- 
ther reduced, which causes the water to flow so 
very slowly, that a great portion of its heat is 
given out long before it has circulated round 
the building which is to be -warmed. The tem- 
perature of the coil, however, is what we must 
ascertain, if we wish to know the pressure this 
apparatus has to sustain, and thence to judge 
of its safety : for, by the fundamental law of the 
equal pressure of fluids, whatever is the greatest 
amount of pressure on any part of the apparatus 
must also be the pressure on every other part. 

(121.) Now the temperature of this apparatus 
is found to vary, not only with the intensity of 
the heat of the furnace, but also with the propor- 
tion which the surface of the coil bears to the 
surface of the pipe which radiates the heat. In 
some apparatus, if that part of the pipe which is 
immediately above the furnace be tiled bright, 
the iron will become of a straw colour, wldch 
proves the temperature to be about 450".* In 
other instances it will become purple, which 

sary greatly to increase the proportion of radiating surface, in 
order to prevent the bursting by excessive pressure; and the 
radiating surface ia new frequently made ten times that of the 
coil in the furnace. 

* See Table VI., Appendix. 
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shows the temperature to be about 530°; while, 
in some cases, it will become of a full blue colour, 
which proves that the temperature is then 560°. 
By this means the pressure on the pipes may be 
known ; for, as there is always steam in some 
part of the apparatus, the pressure may be calcu- 
lated so soon as the temperature is ascertained. 
By referring to Table I. in the Appendix, we 
shall tind that a temperature of 45U D produces a 
pressure of 420 lbs. per square inch, while a 
temperature of 530° makes the pressure 900 lbs. ; 
and when it reaches 560", the pressure is then 
1,150 lbs. per square inch, 

(122.) Thoso who are acquainted with the work- 
ing of steam-engines are aware- that a pressure of 
three or four atmospheres is considered as the 
maximum for high-pressure boilers : but we see 
that in this apparatus the pressure varies from ten 
times to twenty times that amount. And it will 
also be borne in mind that, in consequence of the 
extremely small quantity of water used in these 
pipes, the slightest increase in the heat of the 
nirnace will cause an immediate increase in the 
pressure on the whole apparatus. For it appears, 
W a reference to the Tablo last mentioned, that 
if the temperature of the pipes be increased 50" 
above the amount before stated, the pressure will 
be raised to 1,800 lbs. per square inch ; and by in- 
creasing the temperature 40" more, the pressure 
will be immediately raised to 9,500 lbs. per square 
ineb ; so that any accidental circumstance, which 
causes the furnace to burn more briskly than usual, 
may, at any moment, increase the pressure to an 
immense amount.* 

* This increased pressure is also extrcmeiy likely to occur 
in this apparatus when a portion of the pipe is occasionally shut 
off by means of cocks or valves. In this case tho coil in the 
furnace becomes too powerful for the apparatus, and fin explo- 
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(123, J The pipes which are used for this appa- 
ratus are stated to be proved with a pressure of 
2,800 lbs. per square inch.* This is very probable: 
for as wrought iron of the best quality requires a 
longitudinal strain of 55,419 lbs. to break a bar one 
inch square, so the forco necessary to break a 
wroitght-iron pipe of one inch diameter externally, 
and half an inch diameter internally, would be 
13,852 lbs., which is equal to 8,822 lbs. per square 
inch on the internal diameter. But, on account of 
the strain on these pipes being tranverse to the 
grain of the iron, and also in consequence of the 
welded joint of the pipe not being so strong as the 
solid metal, these pipes will not bear anything 
like the calculated amount of pressure. It is 
evident, however, that no ordinary force can buret 
them ; but, as this casualty does sometimes occur, 
this great strength of the materials proves the im- 
possibility of regulating the temperature in her- 
metically sealed pipes, so as to keep the expansive 
force of the steam within even this immense 
limit. 

(124.) Although this description of apparatus 
has been erected by many different individuals, 
possessing various degrees of mechanical know- 
ledge, and severally performing their work with 
different degrees of excellence, much uniformity 
appeals in the result, iu those cases where failure 
has occurred. From a comparison of a number of 
cases where accidents have happened to apparatus 
erected on this system, more than one-half have 

eion is tlion vi'iy likely to occur, unless the utmost caution be 
observed in regulating the fire. This source of danger ' B pecu- 
liar to the Iti^li-jivossiii'o pysk'tn <>£' healing, mid does not at all 
apply to any of the other plana which have been described. 

* As pipes are always proved when they are cold, this does 
not at all show the strain they will bear when heated. On this 
subject see the following Note. 
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arisen from the bursting of the coil, notwithstand- 
ing the increased size of the expansion pipe renders 
this latter apparently the weakest part of the appa- 
ratus ; the relative strength of pipes, with the 
same thickness of metal, being inversely as their 
diameters. 

(125.) The cause of the explosions occurring' 
principally in the coil is owing to the iron becom- 
ing weaker in proportion as its temperature is 
— tised; so that, as the pressure increases, the iron 
•eases in strength to resist the strain.* Another 
circumstance also tends to produce the same effects. 
It is found, on breaking one of these pipes, after it 
has been used for some time in or near the fire, 
that the iron has lost its fibrous texture, and that 
it presents a crystallized appearance, similar to 
what is known as " cold short iron." This sin- 
gular change in the texture of iron has been 
noticed in other instances. Mr. Lowe (Report, 
British Scientijic Association, 1834) has found that 
wrought iron at a red heat, exposed to the steam 
of water for a considerable time, becomes crystal- 
lized ; and in many other instances also, even 
without the presence of steam, the same effect has 
been observed. The cause of this phenomenon 
has not been clearly ascertained ; but, whatever it 
may be, the effect undoubtedly is to weaken the 

ii strength for cast iron has 
; but the "Committee on the 
Explosion of Steam- Boilers," appointed by the Franklin Insti- 
tution, consider that the maximum fur wrought iron is higher 
than this, and that 57*2° may be considered as the temperature 
of maximum strength. After the temperature of maximum 
strength is once passed, the decrease in the strength of wrought 
iron is considerable : at a red heat, or about 800°, it loses about 
one-fifth of its strength. The maximum strength of copper, 
i the contrary, is at a very low temperature ; for tho strength 
icreasos with, every reduction of temperature down to 32°, 
which is the lowest that has been tried. See Chapter XI., 
Art. 265 and 266. 
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tenacity and cohesive strength of the metal to a 
very great extent.* 

(126.) But we shall find that, enormous as the 
pressure appears to be, with which these pipes are 
proved, it is not adequate to the working - pressure 
which they sometimes have to resist. It has been 
ascertained that the strength of wrought iron 
decreases considerably at temperatures above 572°, 
and as it also loses a great deal of its strength 
when it assumes the crystallized state, varying 
with the circumstances, and sometimes amounting 
to three-fourths of its original strength, it will 
appear that the proof pressure, when cold, for 
pipes which are to be used in this kind of apparatus 
ought, in fact, to be much greater than the amount 
to which they are actually proved ; and hence the 
cause of these pipes bursting after they have been 
in use for some considerable time, if they happen 
accidentally to get heated to very high tem- 
peratures. 

(127.) The question has sometimes been asked, 
What would be the effect on this apparatus if the 
expansion-pipe were to be filled with water, as 
well as the small circulatory pipe ? The almost 

* The author, in a paper which was read before the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers (Minutes of the Institution, Juno, 1842), 
endeavoured to trace the cause of the extraordinary change 
■which iron undergoes in these and sonio other circumstances. 
Percussion at certain high temperatures produces an instanta- 
neous change, and, at lower temperatures, longer- continued 
percussion produces the same effect. Heating and rapid cooling 
likewise produce crystallization ; and, in every case, magnetism 
appears to accompany the phenomena ; hut whether as cause 
or effect is not easy to determine. The subject is altogether 
of great intorcat, both in a practical and in a scientific point of 
view ; and experiments on a large scale are in progress in 
order to determine the question. Other metals besides iron 
are, probably to some extent, affected in a similar manner; 
and it is probable that, under certain circumstances, sponta- 
neous chango in the molecidar structure of iron occurs, though 
far more slowly than by the action of percussion and heat. 
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immediate consequence would be the bursting of 
the pipes ; for scarcely anything can resist the 
expansive power of water. The force necessary 
to resist its expansion is equal to that which is 
required for its artificial condensation. Now, at 
the temperature of 386°, water expands rather 
more than A of its bulk ; and to condense water 
this extent (Note, Art. 12) requires a pressure of 
97,104 lbs. per square inch; therefore, in an 
apparatus containing 800 feet of pipe, the burst- 
ing pressure at this temperature, on the cir- 
culating and expansion pipe together,* would be 
417,022,144 lbs. ! But, as nothing could resist 
such a force as tin's, the apparatus would burst 
before it reached even a fractional part of this 
immense amount. For if the pipes were filled 
completely full of cold water, without allowing 
any room for expansion, and if they were then 
hermetically sealed, as before described, by in- 
creasing the temperature of the water only about 
60°, the expansion of the water would cause a 
pressure of 2,000 lbs. per square inch on every 
part of the apparatus, reckoned by the internal 
measurement. 

(128.) The assertion has often been made, that 
the heated fluid contained in an apparatus con- 
structed on this plan will not scald, even if the 
pipes should chance to burst, because high-pressure 
steam, it is well known, is not injurious in this 
respect. But this is quite a mistaken notion ; for 
high -press ure hot water will scald, though high- 
pressure steam will not; and the fluid which 
would issue through any fissure that might occur 
in these pipes could only be partially converted 
into steam, unless its temperature were at least 

* The strain being an expansive foruc from within, the 
pressure is only exerted on the inside measurement of the 
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1,200°, This is obviously impossible; but were 
it the case, the water would be all converted into 
.steam the instant that it issued from the pipe. 
The reason that high-pressure steam does not 
scald is in consequence of its capacity for latent 
heat being greatly increased by the nigh state 
of rarefaction it instantaneously assumes when 
suddenly liberated ; this lowers its sensible tem- 
perature, and causes it to abstract heat from 
everything that it comes in contact with. The 
scalding effect of high-pressure hot water, on the 
contrary, when suddenly projected from a pipe or 
boiler by explosion, will always be the same, 
whatever its temperature may bo while confined 
within the pipe; for, the instant it is liberated, a 
portion of it is converted into steam, and the 
remainder sinks to the temperature of about 212°. 
(129.) Among the advantages which have been 
supposed to arise from the use of this invention, 
it has been imagined that, in consequence of the 
quantity of water which the pipes contain being 
so small, the consumption of coal would be less 
with tliis than with any other description of hot- 
water apparatus. We have seen, however (Art. 
1 14), that the quantity of coal which is used is in 
proportion to the heat that is given off in the room 
that is warmed ; and a reference to the Table 
(Art. 114) will show that the size of the pipe 
makes no difference in the consumption of coal 
per hour, provided the same effect is required to 
be produced, the only difference being in the 
length of time required to warm the water in the 
first instance. But there will, on the contrary, 
be a greater expenditure of fuel in this apparatus, 
in consequence of the coil affording less surface 
for the fire to impinge against than would be 
obtained by using a boiler. In addition to this, 
the colder any surface may be when exposed to 
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the action of a fire, the more heat will it receive 
in a given time ; therefore, as the heat of these 
pipes is nearly three times as great as that of a 
boiler, there must be a considerable waste of fuel 
from this cause. 

(130.) In consequence of the intense heat of 
these pipes, it is sometimes found that rooms 
which are heated by them have the same dis- 
agreeable and unwholesome smell which results 
from the use of hot-air stoves and flues. In 
reality, the cause is the same in both cases ; for 
it arises partly from the decomposition of the 
particles of animal and vegetable matter that 
continually float in the air, and partly from a 
change which atmospheric air undergoes hv pass- 
ing over intensely heated metal lie surfaces." 
From some experiments recorded in the Philo- 
sophical Tranmc lions of the Royal Society,f 
made with a view of ascertaining the effect pro- 
duced on the animal economy by breathing air 
which has passed through heated media, it appears 
that the air which has been heated by metallic 
surfaces of a high temperature must needs be 
exceedingly unwholesome. A curious circumstance 
is related in reference to these experiments, which 
is illustrative of this fact : — 

" A quantity of air which had boon made to 
pass through red-hot iron and brass tubes was 
collected in a glass receiver, and allowed to cool. 
A large cat was then plunged into this factitious 
air, and immediately she fell into convulsions, 
which, in a minute, appeared to leave her with- 
out any signs of life. She was, however, quickly 

* The exact nature of this change which the air undergoes 
has not been ascertained ; but, whatever be the chemical 
alteration which occurs, a physical change undoubtedly takes 
place, by which ite electrical condition is altered. 

t Philomphical Transactions, vol. xxvii., p. 19'J. 
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taken out and placed in the fresh air, when, after 
some time, she began to move her eyes ; and, 
after giving two or three hideous squalls, -ap- 
peared slowly to recover. But on any person 
approaching her, she made the most violent 
efforts her exhausted strength would allow to 
fly at them, insomuch that in a short time no 
one could approach her. In about half an hour 
Bhe recovered, and then becamo as tame as 
before." 

(131.) The high temperature of these pipes, 
and the intensity at which the heat is radiated 
from them, have sometimes been urged as an 
objection against this invention, when applied to 
horticultural purposes, because any plants which 
are placed within a certain distance of them are 
destroyed. Although, no doubt, this effect really 
takes place, it can be easily avoided with proper 
care ; for, as radiated heat decreases in intensity 
as the square of the distance, it only requires that 
the plants should be placed farther off from theso 
pipes than from those which are of a lower tem- 
perature. In comparing the effect of two dif- 
ferent pipes, if one be four times the heat of 
the other, deducting the temperature of the air 
in both cases, the plants must be placed twice 
as far off from the one as from the other, in 
order to receive the same intensity of heat from 
each. The only inconvenience, therefore, is the 
loss of room, which in some cases may not be of 
much importance. But a more serious objection 
by far appears to lie in the inequality of tem- 
perature which any building heated by these 
pipes must have, in consequence of their being so 
very much hotter in one part than in another. 
This difference of temperature between various 
part3 of the same apparatus has already been 
stated to amount, in some cases, to as much as 
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200* (ir 300° ; varying, of course, with the length 
of pipe through which the water passes. Fmm 
what has been stated in Chapter IV., it will also 
be observed that, owing to the emallneae of these 
pipes, this kind of apparatus cools so rapidly 
when the tire slackens in intensity, that the heat 
of a building which is warmed in this manner 
will be materially affected by the least alteration 
in the force of the fire, instead of maintaining 
that permanence of temperature which is so pecu- 
liarly the characteristic of the hot-water apparatus 
with large pipes. 

(132.) These inconveniences and objections 
against this apparatus, however, are of but 
secondary importance in comparison with the 
question which exists respecting; its security. But 
as there are no means of regulating the tempera- 
ture in hermetically sealed pipes, so there can be 
none for limiting the pressure which they sustain; 
and it is only by methods far too refined for 
general use that the real amount of the expan- 
sive force can be ascertained. An apparatus 
which to all appearance, therefore, is perfectly 
safe at any given time of inspection, may, in 
a few minutes afterwards, have the pressure so 
much increased by adventitious circumstances as 
to render it extremely dangerous, particularly if 
its management be confided to unskilful hands ; 
and each day that it is used must add to its 
insecurity, in consequence of the pipes which 
form the coil continually becoming thinner by 
the action of the fire. The high temperature of 
these pipes has also frequently caused inflam- 
mable materials to take fire, and repeated acci- 
dents have occurred in this way. 

(133.) This invention undoubtedly exhibits 
great ingenuity ; and could it be rendered safe, 
and its temperature be kept within a moderate 
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limit, it would be an acquisition in many cases, 
in consequence of its facile mode of adaptation. 
Its safety would perhaps be best accomplished fcy 
placing a valve in the expansion -pipe, which, 
from its large size, would be less likely to fail of 
performance than one inserted in the smaller 
pipe. If this valve were so contrived as to press 
with a weight of 185 lbs. per square inch, the 
temperature of the pipes would not exceed 350° in 
any part; the pressure would then be nine atmo- 
spheres, which is a limit more than sufficient for 
any working apparatus where safety is a matter 
of importance. 

(134.) A modification of this apparatus was 
proposed, and a patent taken out in 1832, by Mr. 
Holmes, for using oil instead of water.* As 
fixed oils boil only at very high temperatures, 
it was supposed there would be no liability to 
bursting the apparatus, as the temperature could 
not be raised sufficiently high to produce any 
pressure similar to that from steam. The tem- 
perature proposed to be employed was about 
400°, but the plan entirely failed, in consequence 
of oil, when exposed to very high temperatures 
for any considerable length of time, becoming 
thick and viscid, finally losing its fluidity, and 
becoming a gelatinous mass. Of course, under 
these circumstances, no circulation of the oil 
could be produced, so as to render the apparatus 
practically useful. f 

(135.) An apparatus of a totally different cha- 
racter from the preceding follows next to be 
described. It is an invention which, at first, 

* Repertory of Arts, $■«., vol. xv. (1833), p. 79. 

t A pat nut was taken out in December, 18G6, by Mr. John 
A. Coffey, for using dirtilloil mineral oil very nearly in the 
same way aa above described ; and, from present reports, it 
appeara this oil does not congeal at high temperatures, and 
seems likely to afford some useful results. 
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appears to be singularly at variance with the 
general principles that have been laid down in 
Cms treatise; but, however its mode nf aetion 
tatty at first appear to differ from the principlee 
which have been explained, it is certain that if 
these principles are derived from the laws of 
Nature, they must act equally at all times and 
under all circumstances; for toe operation of the 
physical laws can never be suspended, though 
they may be occasionally neutralized by a supe- 
rior antagonist force. In the case of two oppos- 
ing forces, the resulting action is proportional 
to their difference of power ; but when the anta- 
gonist force is removed, each will act according 
to its own peculiar laws. 

This is the case with the invention now to bo 
described. By it hot water is made to descend to 
any required depth below the boiler — apparently 
in opposition to the law of gravity — while the 
cold water will ascend, though of greater specific 
weight. 

(136.) Eckstein and Busby's Patent Circulator, 
or Rotary Float, is an invention by which centri- 
fugal force is made to overcome the/o/w "ff/rai'i///, 
in the circulation of hot water.* The boiler, 
which is either opened Fia 37 

or closed at the top, 
has a pipe, a, attached 
to its circumference, 
which is carried in 
any direction, either 
downwards, or around 
the room to be warmed, 
and finally returns into 
the boiler, and ends 
exactly in its centre, 
as shown at b in the annexed figure 







1 Repertory of Artt, Jo., vol. xiv. (1832), p. 137. 
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The float, or circulator, has motion given to it 
by means of a fly, similar to a smoke-jack, which 
18 placed in the chimney, and is turned by the 
smoke of the fire that is used to heat the boiler, 
the float being fixed on centres, and revolving 
freely in the boiler. The centrifugal force im- 
parted to the water by the rapid rotation of this 
float causes it to rise higher at the periphery than 
in the centre of the boiler ; and the velocity with 
which the float moves determines the extent of 
this deviation from the lovel. The end of the 
pipo b, being in the centre, is then under a less 
pressure or head of water than the pipe a, the 
former being, by its position, removed from the 
greater pressure at the sides, which is caused by 
the centrifugal force imparted to the water by 
the float, which acts on the pipe a placed at the 
circumference. 

(137.) Suppose now the velocity of rotation to 
be such as to impart a centrifugal force sufficient 
to raise the water one inch higher at the circum- 
ference than in the centre, there will then be a 
pressure of 24GJ grains per square inch upon the 
pipe a more than upon the pipe b, supposing the 
temperature of the water be about ISO". This 
additional pressure will allow the water in the 
pipe a to descend 42 feet below the boiler, if it 
does not lose more than 6° of heat before it 
returns back again to the boiler through the pipe 
b : if it lose TO , then it will only descend 25 J feet, 
and so on for other temperatures. Now, as a pipe 
four inches diameter losos *817 of a degree of heat 
per minute when its temperature is 120° above 
that of the room (Art. 270), this pipo may be of 
aa great a length as the distance through which 
the water will flow in seven minutes and a half in 
the first case, or twelve minutes in the second. 

(138.) The length of pipe through which the 
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water will circulate in tin- above-mentioned times 
will depend upon the depth to which it descends 
below the boiler. In this apparatus, the shorter 
the distance through which the wafer flows, 
the greater is the rapidity of circulation — an 
effect which is the reverse of what occurs in the 
common form of hot-water apparatus. In general, 
the circulation is here very rapid: but the dis- 
tance through which the water will travel is moro 
limited than with the common plan of circulation. 
For, suppose the water to be raised by the centri- 
fugal force one inch higher at the periphery than 
at the centre of the boiler, and that it descends 42 
feet ; if the water in the pipe lose six degrees of 
heat during its transit, the circulation will then be 
extremely slow; because, by the Table (Art. 15) 
we find that the difference of weight between two 
columns of water 42 feet high, and six degrees 
difference of temperature, is 242 grains per square 
inch on the area of the pipe, which is within four 
grains of the weight of the one inch additional 
height of the water in the boiler. But if the 
difference between the temperature of the two 
pipes be only four degrees, then the difference 
between tho weight of the two columns will be 
160 grains per square inch of the area of the pipe ; 
and (by Art. 21) we shall find that this will givo 
a velocity of 81 feet per minute, so that the pipe 
may in this case be about 400 ieet long. But if 
the water only lose three degrees of heat during 
its transit through the pipes, then (by Art. 21) its 
velocity will be 100 feet per minute, provided it 
descends only 42 feet below the boiler ; and there- 
fore, the pipe may be about 350 feet in length. 
If the depth of the descent below the boiler be 
only one half the amount above-mentioned, or 21 
feet instead of 42, then the length of pipe through 
which the water will circulate will be just double 
l 3 
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the amount that has been stated for the several 
differences of temperature.* 

These calculations arc all made for pipes of four 
inches diameter ; but if smaller pipes be used, the 
distance through which the water will circulate 
will be less, because, as the quantity of heat lost 
in a given time by different sized pipes is as the 
inverse of their diameters, so also will be the distance 
that the water will flow, if the velocity of its 
motion be the same.f 

(139.) If greater velocity be given to the fly- 
wheel and float, the centrifugal force and the 
height of the water at the circumference of the 
boiler will both be increased ; and the distances 
to which the pipes can be carried may then like- 
wise be extended. 

(140.) By using a close boiler instead of an 
open one, a range of pipes may be taken upwards 
which will act on the common plan of circulation, 
while another range of pipes may proceed from 
the bottom, and act on the principle which has 
here been explained. In this case, the centrifugal 
force, of which the additional height at the cir- 
cumference of the boiler is merely the index or 
measure of effect, will still be of equal power, 
provided the velocity of the float continues the 
same ; and the water will therefore descend to the 
same extent as before. The spindle of the float 
must, in this latter case, pass through a stufring- 

* This being exclusive of friction, the actual length of pipe 
will be less thau is here calculated. 

t It will be observed, from what has boon stated respecting 
the common plan of circulation, that the whole of these effects 
are exactly the reverse of what there occurs. In that, the 
greater the difference of tempera hire between the pipes, the more 
rapid the circulation : in thin, the circulation is more rapid in 
proportion, as the pipes are nearer to the same temperature. 
In the former, the circulation is more rapid when the pipes 
are moderately Binall; in the latter, the larger the pipe the 
greater the velocity of circulation. 
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box on the top of the boiler, or some other OOtt- 
trivancc to answer tho same purposo must be 
adopted. 

Tins invention, which is a happy application 
of dynamical principles to overcome one of the 
most constant of Nature's laws, by the develop- 
ment of an antagonist force, has hitherto been but 
little used. It is, however, clearly capable of being 
applied in those cases where the same object can- 
not be accomplished by any of the more simple 
means which have been previously described. 

(141.) A plan proposed by Mr. Edward Weeks 
for circulating water at different heights was some 
years since (1829) made the subject of a patent, 
hut it is not necessary here to be described, as it 
has long since been superseded by more enicicnt 
means. A boiler, also of his invention, is do- 
scribed in Art. 87. 

(142.) Mr. Thomas Fowler, of Great Torrington, 
in 1828, took out a patent for an apparatus which 
he called a Thormo-siphon.* It was, however, 
wholly inapplicable to tho purposes intended, in 
consequence of tho complication of valves and 
apeks required to work it; the whole of which 
complication is overcome by the invention of Mr. 
Kewley, described in Art. 117. 

(143.) An apparatus was invented by Mr. II. C. 
Price, and patented in 1829, which was designed 
principally to alter the form of tho radiating sur- 
faccs.f These surfaces, instead of being composed 
of pipes, aro formed of flat close vessels, about 
three feet square, and 2£ inches thick, placed 
edgeways (or vertically), so that when several of 
them are fixed together, a thin stratum of air 
passes upwards between them, and becomes heated 
its passage. A main-pipe connects all these 
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* Rtyiertory of ArU, &.C., vol. ix. (1830), p. 393. 
f Ibid. vol. x. (18.10), p. 65. 
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vessels together at the bottom, another similar 
pipe is fixed at the top ; and these main-pipes 
lead to and from the boiler, thus keeping up the 
circulation of water in all these flat vessels at the 
same time. This is often a very convenient mode 
of applying a large extent of heating surface 
in a moderately small space ; but the principle of 
the circulation is in no way different from the 
ordinary hot-water apparatus. The vessels con- 
taining the hot water are usually placed in a vault 
or chamber below the room or building to be 
wanned ; and the air, when heated, ascends to 
the room above through ventilators in the floor, 
or other similar contrivances. 

For large buildings this plan answers exceed- 
ingly well, and very many extensive apparatus 
have been erected with perfect success, as it is 
always combined with a system of ventilation, 
which is too often neglected in other methods of 
heating buildings. 

(144.) A plan has lately been proposed by Mr. 
Rendle, of Plymouth, as a novel mode of heating 
horticultural buildings, and which he has denomi- 
nated tho "Tank System." The principal object 
proposed is to afford bottom-heat to plants, with- 
out the use of bark, tan, dung, or other expen- 
sive and troublesome materials. The plan re- 
commended is to construct a tank, either of 
brick, wood, slate, stone, or metal, immediately 
below the beds of the hothouse, the tank being 
the full width of the bed, and about four or five 
inches deep. A partition divides this tank up the 
centre, except about two or three inches at the 
further end ; and then, by connecting two pipes 
to the end of the tank nearest to the boiler— one 
leading from the flow-pipe of the boiler, and the 
other from the return-pipe— and placing these on 
the opposite sides of the before-mentioned parti- 
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tion, a circulation of wntor is produced, the hot 
water passing up one side of the tank and return 
ing back along the other side, the partition merely 
separating the two currents. The tank is first 
covered with large and strong slates, and then a 
layer of loose stones is laid, and subsequently 
layers of sand and earth ; and the sides of the 
tank are so constructed as to rise sufficiently high 
to make a convenient receptacle for these several 
layers of materials, through which the licat 
ascends to the plants placed in the earth on the 
top. 




This form of apparatus is represented in fig. 38, 
which shows the tank without the cover, and also 
without the sides which support the layers of 
stones and earth. The tank, if made ot brick, 
requires to bo well stuccoed, in order to make it 
hold the water without percolation through the 
bricks; but the expansion caused by the heat 
renders it difficult to keep the tank perfect. Wood 
tanks are also liable to become leak)' ; and when 
used, require to be made in the most substantial 
manner. 

(145.) The plan of affording bottom-heat in 
this manner possesses but small claims to novelty, 
except as regards the form of the vessel which 
contains the heated water. In 1788 steam was 
first used for giving a bottom-heat to plants by 
T. Wakefield, Esq., of Northwich. His expcri- 
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ments were continued for several years with con- 
siderable success, and in 1792 the plan was 
adopted at Lord Derby's gardens, at Knowsley, 
apparently on the model of Mr. Wakefield's, and 
was attended with perfect success.* From 1801 
to 1806 the use of hot water, flowing through 
leaden pipes, placed about niue inches below the 
surface of the mould, was employed by T. N. 
Parker, Esq., of Sweeney Hall, Oswestry, for 
giving bottom-heat for melon-pits, the water 
circulating through a single pipe only, which was 
attached to a small copper boiler. Mr. Weston, 
of Leicester, in 1800, employed for the same 
purpose leaden pipes three inches diameter, filled 
with hot water, which, from the slow-conduct- 
ing power of the metal, retained the heat for a 
great length of time.f In 1820, Mr. MacMurtie, 
gardener to Lord Anson, described a method of 
giving bottom-heat jointly by flues and steam, 
which he had successfully employed for a period 
of twelve years ; J and in 1831 the author applied 
the circulation of hot water, on the common plan, 
through iron pipes of four inches diameter, for 
producing bottom-heat in forcing-pits, without the 
use of dung. 

All these plans have been successful to a con- 
siderable extent ; but they all have one defect in 
common with Mr. Rendle s system. It is difficult 
to regulate the quantity of moisture ; and by some 
of these plana — -particularly those where steam 
was allowed to evaporate in large quantities — 
there was too much damp for the plants, and by 

* A long account of these experiments will be found in the 
Repertory of Arts, vol. siv. (1st aeries), p. 235, et ieq. ; and 
bIbo in the Transactions of the Society of Arts and Manufac- 
tures, &c. 

t Repertory of Arts, vol. xiii., p. 238 (1st series). 

j Horticultural Transactions, vol. vi.; and Quarterly Journal 
of Science, vol. xsii., p. 341. 
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others they were too dry. Sir. Rondle's tanks are 
liable to the same objections. And it is probable 
that the most efficient way of applying hot-water 
circulation for producing bottom-heat would bo 
by passing large iron pipes of four inches diameter 
through troughs made water-tight, placed beneath 
the bed required to be heated, and filled with 
small looso stones. These stones, when once 
heated, will retain their temperature for a great 
length of time, and by pouring water into the 
trough, vapour can be raised to any extent that 
may bo required, the quantity being much or 
little as circumstances may render desirable ; or 
the heat may be continued without any vapour, 
whenever a dry heat is required. The pipes need 
not be placed very close ti igether ; about 12 or 18 
inches apart from each other would probably be a 
good distance when four-inch pipes are used, 
depending principally upon the quantity of vapour 
which is required to be raised. 

(140.) Mr. Rendle proposes to make his tanks 
supply sufficient heat to warm the air of the 
1hju.sc, as well as to produce a bottom-heat for the 
plants. Those who adopt this plan will soon 
find that it can only be used as an adjunct to any 
other method, and that it cannot supersede the 
ordinary modes of heating horticultural buildings. 
The chief merit of this plan consists in bringing 
into action a large reservoir of hot water, con- 
tained in slow-conducting materials ; by which 
(when the tank is connected with the pipes that 
neat the air of the houso in the usual way) greater 
equality of temperature can be maintained in a 
hothouse than by any other method which com- 
prises only a smaller body of hot water. This, 
however, does not appear to form any part of Mr. 
Rondle's system. In a small pamphlet, published 
by him, the apparatus is described as intended 
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both to heat the air of the house, as well as to give 
bottom-heat to the plants ; and when the tank is 
made of brick, according to his recommendation, 
the quantity of heat radiated from the exterior 
surface must necessarily be so small that sufficient 
heat to warm the air of the house in cold weather 
cannot possibly be obtained. Iron tanks, instead 
of brick, have been proposed by other parties ; 
by which this latter objection would be overcome : 
but by the greater radiating power of the iron 
the advantages contemplated by Mr. Rendle 
would not be obtained. The brick tank, when 
used only for bottom-heat, and as an addition to 
the usual arrangement of pipes for warming the 
air, may frequently form a very useful apparatus ; 
but it will probably give way to some better 
arrangement, by which the vapour can be regu- 
lated with more certainty than this form of 
apparatus appears capable of doing. 

(147.) A patent was obtained in 1838, by Mr. 
Corbett, of Plymouth, for heating buildings by 
hot-water circulation in open troughs, instead of 
pipes of the usual form.* The objection to this 
plan is the difficulty of regulating the quantity of 
vapour given off by the open troughs, to suit the 
varying requirements of the plants. The inven- 
tor proposes to do this by means of moveable 
covers to be placed on the troughs, which would 
prevent the vapour rising so rapidly. But all 
the advantages of this plan appear to have been 
anticipated several years previous, by the use 
of pipes with troughs of about three inches deep 
cast on the top, and extending nearly the whole 
length of the pipe. The trough, being formed by 
the surface of the pipe itself, is always kept hot : 
and any quantity of vapour can be obtained, up 
to the actual saturation of the atmosphere of the 
* Repertory ef Arts, $c, voL ii. (1639), p. 346. 



inc 



no 



THEOKY OF EVAPORATION. 155 

bouse, by filling these troughs partially or wholly, 
as the case may require. 

(148.) The last two inventions which have 
been described appear to be founded on a very 
imperfect knowledge of the physical laws which 
they call into action. The tank system, when 
used as the inventor of it recommends, must 
necessarily fail to afford sufficient heat to the 
air, as a very slight acquaintance with the laws 
of radiant heat will show ; and the use of open 
troughs, to supersede the previous method of 
pipes with troughs cast on them, is founded on a 
misconception of the laws of vaporization. 

(149.) Mr. Corbett states, in the specification 
to his patent, that the quantity of vapour which 
is given off from the troughs depends upon the 
temperature of the air and the depth of the 
troughs. This last circumstance (inasmuch as by 
increasing the depth the radiating surface must 
be enlarged, and the temperature of the water 
thereby lowered) will certainly somewhat alter 
the rate of evaporation, though not necessarily its 
final quantity ; but the temperature of the air in 
no way influences either the quantity or the rate 
" evaporation, unless it be so cold as to condense 
vapour. 

(150.) Dr. Dalton * has shown that the only 
circumstances which affect the vaporization of 
water in atmospheric air are — " First, the quan- 
tity evaporated is in direct proportion to the 
surface exposed, all other circumstances being 
alike. Second, an increase in the temperature 
of the liquid is attended with an increase of 
evaporation not directly proportionate. Third, 
evaporation is greater where there is a stream of 
air, than where the air is stagnant. Fourth, the 

* Memoirs of the Philosophical Society of Manchester, vol. v., 
p. 576, el. teq. 
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evaporation from water is greater, the leas the 
humidity previously existing in the atmosphere, 
all other circumstances being- alike." The rate 
of evaporation, therefore, from water under 212° of 
Fahrenheit is directly as the surface of water 
exposed, and as the evaporating force ; wliicli latter 
is the name that has been given to the difference 
in the elasticity of the vapour which rises from 
the water at the given temperature, and that of 
the vapour already existing in tho air. And Dr. 
Dalton found that "the same quantity is evapo- 
rated with the same evaporating force, whatever be 
the teniporature of the air." 

(151.) This theory of evaporation is here more 
particularly dwelt upon, because many persons 
have adopted the notion that any quantity of 
vapour, without limitation, can be produced by 
means of open troughs, such as havo been do- 
scribed. Nothing, however, can be more erro- 
neous. When once the air is saturated, the evapo- 
rating force ceases, * until cither a portion of the 
vapour it contained be condensed, or tho tem- 
perature of the evaporating fluid be increased, 
when of course a new state of circumstances 
obtains, and the condition of equilibrium ends. 
Practically, however, evaporation never ceases 
when the evaporating liquid is kept at a high 
temperature ; because the air being at a much 
lower teuqierature, the vapour contained in it 
must always have less elasticity than that given 
off from the water : the result will be that the 
water evaporated will be condensed by the air, 
and will be precipitated ; wlrile, at the same, time, 
the latent heat of the vapour will be rendered 
sensible, and will raise the temperature of the 

* These remarks apply to the case of fluids under the tem- 
perature of 212°. A dilfe-ruut state of things obtains when 
the vapour formed exceeds tlio total atmospheric pressure. 
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.* If the nir were confined in a place whore 
it could not again lose any portion of this 
acquired heat, this process would ultimately stop 
the evaporation; but in horticultural buildings 
the loss of heat from the large surface of glass tfl 
so considerable, that this result cannot follow. 

(152.) As the quantity of vapour given off to 
the air depends, as we have here shown, on tho 
surface and the temperature of the water exposed, 
it follows that no possible advantage can be ob- 
tained from a large quantity of water in an open 
gutter over the same surface of water obtained 
by the old method of troughs fixed or cast on tho 
top of the pipes ; while the latter are more easily 
regulated to suit the requirements of different 
plants and different seasons, and are also freo 
from several practical difficulties which attend 
the application of the other method, t 

(153.) The preceding remarks are descriptive 
of tho principal modifications which have hitherto 
been introduced into tho hot- water apparatus, 
though many deviations of a minor character have 
been proposed, several of them, indeed, being in- 
troduced apparently for the sake of novelty. Tho 
advantage, however, which may be derived from 
these peculiar forms or modifications of the appa- 

* The quantity of heat given out by the condensation of 
vapour is very considerable. By tho note to Art. 97, it will 
be seen that a cubic foot of wator will heat 2,990 cubic feet of 
air as many degrees as the water itself loses. As the latent 
heat of vapour is about 1,(IOO J , it follows that every cubic inch 
of water whieh is evaporated, mid then ugaiii condensed from 
vapour, as above mentioned, will communicate 5" of heat to 
346 cubic feet o£ air. 

t Those who wish to follow further the subject of sponta- 
neous evaporation, may, with advantage, consult the Memoirs 
of the Manchester Philosophical Society, already quoted; also 
Nicholson 1 * Journal, vol. xxvii., p. 17 ; Journal de Physique, 
vol. lxv., p. 446 ; Quarterly Journal of Science, vol. svii., p. 46 ; 
and Philosophical Transactions, vol. lxxnii ,' p. 400. 
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ratus must depend upon the purpose for which it 
is required. Thus, in places where a long con- 
tinuance of heat and uniformity of temperature 
are required, the form of the pipes, tanks, vessels, 
and other radiating surfaces should be such as to 
afford only a small surface, while they contain a 
large quantity of water. This may be obtained 
by using pipes of large diameter, or tanks of a 
large cubical content, and approaching in form 
either to the sphere or the cube ; while, on the 
contrary, where the heat is required to be quickly 
raised, and permanence of temperature is unim- 
portant, the radiating surfaces may be greatly 
increased, in proportion to the actual quantity of 
water contained in the apparatus. In this case, 
therefore, pipes of small diameter, or tanks wbich 
are very fiat in form, may advantageously be 
used ; and many varieties of the apparatus will 
necessarily be adopted, amongst ingenious per- 
sons who practically apply this invention to the 
vast number of useful purposes to which it is 
applicable. For many of the purposes to which 
it is extremely suitable it has not hitherto been 
applied ; and its advantage, in other cases, has 
not even yet been sufficiently appreciated. Such 
are the uses to which it may be adapted in various 
manufactories — in paper-making, calico-printing, 
dyeing, and starch-making ; and also for drug- 
gists, seedsmen, and numerous other purposes of 
general utility ; and for drying-rooms for every 
purpose where a mild and equable heat is desir- 
able. For many of these purposes it is exceed- 
ingly convenient, as the form of the heating 
surface can be made to suit the peculiar object to 
which it is to be applied ; and the inconveniences 
that arise from unequal degrees of heat, conse- 
quent on most other methods of warming, arc by 
this means entirely avoided. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



General Summary of the Subject. — Points requiring particular 
attention — Abstraction of Air from the Pipes — Vertical 
Alteration of Level— Effect of Elbows in compensating 
unequal Expansions of the Pipe — Different Floors heated 
by one main Pipe from the Boiler — Roil need Effect from 
Pipos laid in Trendies — Effect of Cold Currents of Air in 
neutralizing heating Apparatus — Cements for Joints — 
Sediment in Boilers — Use of Salt in Pipes to prevent 
freezing — Deposition of Vapour in inhabited Rooms, and 
necessity for Ventilation — Construction of Drying-rooms. 

(154.) Having, in the preceding chapters, ar- 
ranged, under distinct heads, the various remarks 
on the principles of wanning by the circulation of 
hot water, it may hero he desirable to bring under 
general review the principal facts which it has 
been the object of this work to explain. There 
are, besides, many minor points connected with 
the invention that could not conveniently bo 
brought under notice in any of the foregoing 
divisions, under which the subject has been 
treated, but which, nevertheless, may be found 
very useful to those who are investigating its 
principles, or adapting it to practice. 

(155.) A correct knowledge of the cause of cir- 
culation of the water, it has already been observed, 
is absolutely necessary to the successful application 
of this invention in many of its more complicated 
arrangements. Some estimate must be formed of 
the amount of the motive power possessed by an 




apparatus of this sort, otherwise it will be impos- 
sible to ascortain what will be the result of any 
particular position, or determinate length of the 
pipes, in many peculiar cases; as, for instance, in 
such forms of apparatus as figures 10, 11, and 28. 
It is also necessary, in order to mako provision 
for the escape of the air from an apparatus of this 
kind, to have some knowledge of the laws which 
regulate the motion of fluids, in order to ascertain 
where the air will lodge, and why it should 
accumulate in one place rather than another. 
No circumstance connected with the subject 
requires greater caution than this. In overy part 
of tho apparatus where an alteration of the level 
occurs, a vent for the air must be provided ; 
because, from the extreme levity of air compared 
with water (Art. 9), it is impossible that the air 
can ever descend, so as to pass an obstruction 
lower than the place where it is confined. Thus, 
in fig. 7, if the air accumulate in the pipe between 
a and e, it is evident that a vent at c, although it 
would take off tho air from g h and from c d, 
could not receive any portion of that which is 
confined between a e, or between ef, because, in 
that case, it must descend through the pipe e / 
before it could escape. The principle is the same 
in all cases, however large or however small the 
descent may bo ; and the accidental misplacing of 
a pipe in the fixing, by which one end may be 
made a little higher than the other, will as 
effectually prevent the escape of air tlirough a 
vent placed at the lower end as though the devia- 
tion from the level were as many feet as it may, 
perhaps, be inches. It is, however, impossible to 
give multiplied examples of this part of the sub- 
ject, for probably no two instances precisely 
similar may occur ; but it deserves the most 
serious attention in following out its practical 
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consequences, for innumerable failures have arisen 
from its neglect, and no part of the subject is 
more puzzling to an inexperienced practitioner. 

(156.) When any particular obstructions are 
required to be overcome, in consequence of 
numerous alterations in the level of tiie pipes ; 
when the pipes are required to descend below the 
boiler ; or, in short, when any other variation 
from what may be considered as the usual form 
and arrangement of the apparatus may be de- 
lymblo, — it is essentially necessary to have some 
data on which to found a calculation as to what 
will be the practical result of the required devia- 
tion; for no partial experiment of a tentative 
character, nor even the effect shown by a minia- 
ture model, will give anything like an accurate 
idea of what will be the result, when the experi- 
ment is made on a large scale. The reason of 
this is obvious. It has been shown that the 
greater the distance through which the water 
flows, the greater does the motive power become, 
in consequence of the water being colder in tho 
return-pipe relatively to the flow-pipe, while at 
the same time the friction is increased, though 
not always in an equal degree. This will, there- 
fore, prevent partial experiments — that is, working 
models exhibiting only a particular portion of the 
whole apparatus — from being conclusive ; and 
with a miniature model, although the decreased 
time and distance of transit are compensated by 
the reduced size of the pipe exciting a greater 
cooling power on the water, the friction being 
much greater in small than in large pipes, the 
velocity will be reduced in a very sensible degree, 
and the results rendered wholly inconclusive. In 
general, the successful working of a miniature 
model will be conclusive that the experiment on 
a larger scale will perform still better ; but the 
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failure of the model will be no proof that the 
larger apparatus will not be successful. 

Calculations on this subject possessing any 
claims to accuracy are extremely difficult, and 
exact results, indeed, are perhaps impossible, in 
the present state of our knowledge on this difficult 
branch of hydraulics, notwithstanding the many 
eminent and learned men who have both written 
and experimented on the motion and resistance of 
water moving in pipes.* Notwithstanding this 
acknowledged difficulty, the remarks made in the 
preceding chapters will enable an approximate 
estimate to be formed as to the general effect that 
may be expected from any particular arrangement 
of the apparatus, and whether the motive power 
will be increased or diminished by the arrange- 
ment proposed. Arid, by following out in detail 
the rules which have been given, a tolerably 
accurate judgment may be formed as to the result 
that may be expected, under almost every form 
of the apparatus that may be adopted. 

(157.) In the diagrams which have been given 
in the first and second chapters, the simplest 
possiblo arrangements of the pipes have been 
shown. To give the various forms in which the 
pipes and heating surfaces may be laid would 
obviously be impossible ; it must be left to the 
ingenuity of the adapters of the apparatus to 
deduce, from the general rules which have been 
given, the form of apparatus best suited to the 
particular case ; and, while bearing in mind the 
causes which produce and increase the circulation, 
it will not be difficult to contrive an almost in- 
finite variety of arrangements for accomplishing 
the desired result. 

(158.) In the simple form of the apparatus, as 
generally used in hothouses, there is seldom much 
* See Chapter IL, Art. 22. 
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difficulty, except when the pipes are required to 
dip below the doorways. When tho boiler is 
placed sufficiently low (Art, 28), tho difficulty of 
taking off the air from tho pipes at the places 
where the dips occur is principally to be attended 
to. It has sometimes been the practice to place 
an open upright pedestal on the top of the pipe 
at /, fig. 9, for the supposed purpose of adding by 
the weight of its column of water to the downward 
pressure at that part, and by this means to 
increase the circulation. But the real effect of 
such a column of water pressing on the pipe must 
be to increase the pressure on every part of the 
apparatus alike, and not on this part in particular; 
and therefore it is probable that any real effect 
obtained by this means is attributable to a more 
easy escape being provided for the air. For any 
air accumulating at this part must be particularly 
prejudicial, by occupying a portion of tho space 
which ought to bo tilled with water, and by thus 
much diminishing the pressure on the descending 
column. A very small accumulation of air at this 
part of the apparatus might seriously retard, or 
even totally obstruct, the circulation, and therefore 
aready escape for the air at this point is particular!}- 
dosirable. The same effect is no doubt, to some 
extent, produced by the open cistern a, fig. 12 
(Art 32); for, although its effect may sometimes 
be beneficial, it is difficult to account for it on the 
ground of increased pressure ; while it is ob- 
viously (mite possible that benefit may arise from 
the air having so easy an escape.* 

* It has boon supposed that, although this increased pres- 
sure by a vertical column of water undoubtedly extends to 
every part of the apparatus, an advantage must arise in conse- 
quence of the bubbles of steam and not water (which rise 
continually upwards from the bottom of the boiler, strongly 
acted on by the fire) bning relatively lighter than tho rest of 
the water, when the latter is thus condensed by the increased 
M 2 
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(159.) It will be apparent from these remarks 
how essential it is that the pipes be free from any 
accumulation of air, when such difficult cases of 
circulation are attempted as those described in 
Art. 30 — 34, or any of an analogous character. 
It is probable that many failures have arisen 
entirely from this cause, which a very slight 
alteration would have prevented ; and attention 
to this point, in the construction of all hot-water 
apparatus, can hardly be urged too strongly. 

(160.) When the pipes dip below the doorways 
of hothouses, it is sometimes very difficult to 
allow sufficient depth for two pipes of large dia- 
meter below the step of the door, when placed as 
shown in fig. 9. When this is the case, a smaller 
pipe may be used at this particular part ; and, 
just at the dip, the large iron pipe may be sud- 
denly reduced to one of small diameter, and again 
increased when it rises from below the door. The 
circulation will by this means always be reduced 
to some extent (Art. 48), and it is by no means 
advisable to adopt it whenever it can be avoided. 
All unnecessary variations in the size of the pipe 
ought always to be avoided, and, when adopted, 
the alterations are better to be gradual than 
sudden, as there will be less obstruction to the 
water passing through a trumpet-shaped pipe, 
either from a large to a small pipe, or from a 
small pipe to a larger, than when these changes 
are made abruptly. 

Inconvenient as these vertical dips in the pipe 
frequently are, they, as well as the horizontal 
beuds, are sometimes useful in counteracting an 
vertical height. This, however, must needs be erroneous, 
, because steam produced under pressure is of greater density 
exactly in proportion to this pressure, and therefore the 
relative proportions bt>tw»en tlui densities uf tin; uto am- bubbles 
and the water must be preserved, however much the pressure 
may be increased. 



OX THE HOT- WATER APPARATUS. 



inconvenience which otherwise might occur from 
the expansion of the pipe in its horizontal length. 
When there is a very long length of perfectly 
straight pipe passing along the side of a building, 
and returning again in the same direction, it 
often happens that the expansion of one of these 
lengths of pipe is so much greater than the other, 
owing to its higher temperature (and this parti- 
cularly happens when the circulation is slow), 
that some of the joints become loose, and a 
leakage occurs. This inconvenience is more 
likely to occur when three or four pipes are 
placed one above another; in which case the 
upper pipes always become heated first, and 
thence become more expanded in length : and eo 
great is the force of this expansion, that unless 
there is some degree of elasticity given to the 
pipes, either by elbows intervening or by some 
other means, a leakage is almost certain to occur; 
and generally it happens at the extreme end of 
the pipes farthest from the boiler. When steam- 
pipes were used for heating buildings, this cause 
of leakage was very inconvenient ; and Count 
Rumford introduced an ingenious mode of coun- 
teracting it, by attaching both the upper and 
lower pipe to a copper dram, which, being more 
pliable than the cast-iron, corrected the evil. In 
all cases where there is a great length of pipe 
running in a straight line, it is necessary to bear 
in mind the certainty of expansion occurring, and 
to provide for its effects ; for serious accidents 
have occurred to buildings by neglecting this 
precaution, as the expansion cannot be prevented 
under any circumstances, and its power is im- 
mense against anything that resists it. 

(161. J In all cases where pipes are placed at 
various elevations above the boiler, for the pur- 
pose of warming different floors of a building, or 



166 GENERAL REMARKS 

where from any other cause the pipes descend by 
steps or gradations from a high elevation to a 
lower, before the water returns to the boiler, 

it is necessary that the water should be made 
to ascend at once from the boiler to the highest 
elevation. By this means the best possible circu- 
lation is always insured, as there will then be 
the greatest difference between the weight of the 
ascending and descending columns. It will, 
however, often be found convenient, when dif- 
ferent floors of a building are required to be 
heated by one apparatus, to have a separate pipe 
leading from the boiler to each floor ; as it but 
seldom happens that horizontal branch-pipes are 
effective when leading out at different elevations 
from a general main-pipe rising vertically from 
the boiler. This arises from the extremely rapid 
motion of the water in vertical pipes, by which 
means the whole of the heated water passes 
directly to the highest level, without delivering 
any to the lower horizontal branches. This plan 
of having separate pipes for each floor is better 
than having one pipe gradually descending 
through them all, as, the shorter the circulation, 
the more equal will be the effect, in consequence 
of greater equality in the temperature of the 
pipes (Art. 49). 

(162.) In the fourth and fifth chapters, the con- 
struction of boilers and furnaces has been so fully 
treated on that it is not necessary here to offer 
any additional remarks. But, as regards the 
shape of the radiating surfaces that are employed 
to heat the buildings, it may be observed, that a 
judicious selection in this respect is a matter of 
considerable consequence, and the remarks already 
made (Art. 59 — 63) will explain the principal 
points which must bo considered in determining 
the form and dimensions of these surfaces. The 
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rules for calculating the extent of these surfaces re- 
quired for any description of buildings have been 
given in the sixth chapter; and the proper pro- 
portions of any apparatus may be calculated by 
these rules and tho.-te given in the fourth and fifth 
chapters. 

It may be observed, however, that in those 

ises where the radiating surfaces are not placed 

actually in the room or building which is to be 

heated, but which produce their effect by heating 

successive portions of air, which then pass into 

the room that is required to be warmed, there 

will always be some loss of heat, which will need 

some correction to be made in the calculations 

already given. This applies also to thoso cases 

where the pipes are placed in drains or trenches 

below the floor, with trellis gratings or ventilators 

in the floor to covor the pipes and to emit the 

heat. The proportion of heat lost by this means 

will depend upon various circumstances. When 

the pipes freely radiate their heat into the room 

t<» be wanned, about one-fifth of the total effect is 

produced by radiation, and the rest by contact of 

the air with the heated surface (Art. 227, et seq.). 

But that portion of the heat obtained by radiation 

will be considerably reduced by placing the pipes 

in a trench. For the interior surface of the 

trench will become considerably heated ; and as 

the heat given oft' by radiation depends in a great 

degree upon the difference of temperature be- 

een the heated body and the medium by which 

is surrounded, it follows that the hotter the 

inch becomes the less radiant heat will be given 

J by the pipes. The loss of effect by this means 

ould be considerable were it not for the circum- 

mce of the heated surface of the trench itself 

ving out heat by conduction to the air. The 

"ect, therefore, becomes a very complicated one. 
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But it may probably be assumed, as a tolerably 
correct result, tliat the loss of heat by placing the 
pipes in a trench which is well covered for nearly 
its whole length with trellis gratings, will be 
from five per cent, to sevon per cent, according 
to circumstances. When the trench is only par- 
tially covered with trellis gratings, the loss of 
heat will be more ; and therefore, when this plan 
of placing the pipes is adopted, at least two- 
thirds of the entire trench ought to be covered 
with the trellis grating, and, if possible, the 
entire length should be so covered, in order that 
the freest possible escape be allowed for the 
heated air. The trench also should not be made 
too large ; and the best size will be, to have it 
just large enough to hold the pipes, and to allow 
the workmen easily to fix them ; and all the space 
beyond that will only tend to diminish the effect 
of the apparatus.* 

The same remarks will, of course, apply to all 
cases where the pipes or other radiating surfaces 
are placed in vaults or chambers below the rooms 
intended to be heated ; and, in all cases of this 
kind, some allowance must be made for the loss of 
effect arising from the causes here described. 

It should also be observed that when the 
heating surfaces are placed in vaults or chambers 
below the rooms to be heated, and are so con- 
trived that the air from the rooms does not pass 
over them a second time, but fresh external air 
alone is made to pass over them and then to 
escape from the heated room by means of venti- 
lators, from 50 to 70 per cent, more pipe is neces- 

* It is very often desirable to make the bottom and sides of 
those trenches full of holes, for the purpose of admitting fresh 
air into the building. Some remarks on this subject will 
be found under the head of "Ventilation," in a subsequent 
chapter (Art. 353). 




ON THE HOT-WATER APPARATUS. 



169 



sary to heat a given space than will be required 
if tne air of the heated room be made to circulate 
repeatedly over the heating surfaces. The air 
will be more salubrious when it is not heated over 
again a second time, but the cost of the apparatus 
will be greatly increased. 

Whenever the heating surfaces are placed in 
vaults or chambers, and not distributed generally 
in the rooms to be heated, it requires great judg- 
ment in placing the openings for the emission of 
heated air in a proper position ; for if there iB a 
current of cold air from one end of the room or 
building — -as, for instance, in a church which has 
the entrance at one end — it is impossible to make 
the current of hot air travel to the extremity of 
the building ; but, being met by the cold current 
from the door, it will be forced back and pre- 
vented from reaching the colder end. This 
circumstance has entirely destroyed the beneficial 
action of innumerable apparatus ; and so strong 
frequently is the action of the cold current of air 
in such buildings, when rushing in to a somewhat 
rarefied atmosphere, that it has not unfrequently 
happened that under these circumstances the 
building has become considerably colder when the 
heating apparatus is used than it was before the 
pipes were warmed or the fire lighted. Tho only 
remedy is to place the openings for the emission 
of hot air in such parts of the building that it 
shall nut meet with these opposing currents of cold 
air. It is sometimes very difficult to accomplish 
this, and it requires great judgment efficiently 
to wami buildings under these circumstances. 

(163.) In tho seventh chapter, some of the 
principal modifications of the hot-water apparatus 
have been described, and their peculiarities pointed 
out, in order to ascertain how far they accomplish 
the objects proposed. Many of these inventions 
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are highly ingenious, and well deserve attention, 
for the purpose of ascertaining under what par- 
ticular circumstances their peculiarities can be 
most advantageously applied foi accomplishing 
the intended object. 

(164.) The mechanical operation of fitting to- 
gether the pipes is a subject known to most good 
workmen who are acquainted with iron-work. 
The usual and best kind of pipes for the purpose 
are those with socket-joints, those with flange- 
joints having long ceased to be employed for hot- 
water apparatus. And even for steam, whero 
flange-joints were formerly invariably used, the 
socket-joints are now very frequently employed, 
as they make a much neater and at the same 
time an equally strong joint. In fact, when the 
joints of socket-pipes are well made, the pipes 
themselves will break before the joints will yield, 
or beforo the faucet-end of one pipe can be drawn 
out of the socket of the other. The joints require 
to be well caulked with spun yarn, and then filled 
up with cement. The strongest cement is that 
known to engineers under the name of iron cement, 
consisting of iron borings, sal ammoniac, and sul- 
phur ; but it requires to be used with great 
caution, as it expands very much, and very 
frequently bursts the pipes. This forms the 
strongest joint that can be made. But other 
cements are frequently used, the principal of 
which are a mixture of white and red lead, which 
makes a very good cement ; and a cement made 
of quicklime mixed into a paste with boiled lin- 
seed, oil* has occasionally been employed with con- 
siderable success. Fire-clay sifted fine and mixed 

* This composition is very liable to spontaneous combustion, 
and should therefore be used with caution, particularly by 
mixing it apart from anything likely to ignite by the heating 
of the materials. 
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with boiled oil also makes a good cement; and 
Portland cement mixed with water lias also been 
used for jointing pipes where there is little or no 
pressure. But perhaps the hardest cement of all 
is red and white lead mixed with a considerable 
quantity of iron borings, which is very enduring 
as well as an extremely hard cement. For all 
ordinary purposes, the best cement is red and 
white lead; and a very small quantity of iron 
cement applied as a means of finishing the joint 
— the red and white lead being used at the bot- 
tom of the joint, and the iron cement at the top — 
forms perhaps the best joints that can bo made. 
Many thousands of pipes have been burst at the 
joints from improper modes of using the cement. 
Wherever iron cement is used in too large quan- 
tities, and too strong in its chemical proportions, 
the sockets are almost certain to burst after they 
bare been made a few months. For a chemical 
action takes place in the iron cement, which 
slowly expands, and thus bursts the sockets of 
the pipes, if the quantity used is at all in excess ; 
and this slow chemical action has been found to 
go on for many months, and sometimes even for 
years, causing the most serious loss and inconve- 
nience by the destruction of the pipeB. 

(165.) It may be desirable to make a few obser- 
vations on the water that is to be used in this 
kind of apparatus. Sometimes the foulest and 
most filthy water is used in a hot-water apparatus, 
by which a thick coating of mud is deposited, and 
which must necessarily not only much reduce 
the effect of the apparatus, but also injure the 
boiler. But a far more general and, in fact, an 
extremely common error lies in using hard water, 
which contains a large quantity of earthy salts. 
Rain-water ought to bo used when it can possibly 
be obtained, because all hard waters are impreg- 



Dated with saline matter, which forms the sediment 
or incrustation go common in those vessels in 
which water is boiled. This incrustation always 
accumulates in the boiler of a hot-water apparatus 
in which hard water is used, and forms a coating, 
varving in substance from the thinnest lamina to 
three or four inches in thickness. When this 
deposit of saline matter occurs in a boiler, not 
only is less heat received by the water, in conse- 
quence of the conducting power being lessened 
bv the interposed substance, but the boiler will be 
much injured bv the increased heat of its external 
surface, and more fuel will be consumed. 

The quantity of sediment formed in a hot-water 
apparatus, however, bears no comparison in ordi- 
nary cases with that of steam-boilers. In the 
latter, the quantity is so large as sometimes to 
require its removal at least once in every three or 
four oWys, and sometimes even oftener. But, as 
there is scarcely any evaporation from a hot -water 
boiler under ordinary circumstances, the quantity 
of sediment is so small, if the water is good, that 
the boiler does not require cleaning out even after 
many years' use. This remark, however, will not 
apply to such forms of apparatus as Sir. Rendle's 
or Mr. Corbett's (Art. 144 and 147); for in these 
the evaporation of the water is so great that the 
sediment in the boiler must necessarily be very 
considerable, and, without proper care, it may 
become a most serious evil. Owing to the ex- 
treme smallness of the boilers used for hot-water 
apparatus, it is very difficult to clean them 
from sediment, and with the majority of them it is 
impoHnible. When, therefore, such boilers are 
applied to an apparatus on the tank system, or to 
Mr, Corbett's open troughs, they will probably 
fu.il in a comparatively sliort time, unless the use 
of rain-water be strictly adhered to. The plan of 
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open troughs cast on the pipes (Art. 147) is not 
• of course liable to the same objection; for, how- 
ever large the evaporation may be, the boiler 
cannot be affected by it, as the sediment will 
necessarily remain in the troughs, and can easily 
be removed. 

(166.) This kind of sediment can only be 
removed from a boiler with great difficulty. It 
consists principally of carbonate of lime and 
sulphate of lime, together with the sulphates of 
soda and magnesia, and several other salts, vary- 
ing considerably in different localities. A weak 
solution of muriatic acid (one part of acid by 
measure to 20 or 30 parts of water) will generally 
reduce this concreted sediment into a substance of 
less tenacity, which may then bo removed with 
slight mechanical force. By using rain-water the 
inconvenience arising from these deposits will, 
however, bo entirely avoided, and the apparatus 
will both last longer and be more efficient. 

(167.) Some inconvenience has occasionally 
been experienced when a hot-water apparatus has 
been left for a long time without being used, and 
exposed to considerable degrees of cold, by the 
water becoming frozen in the pipes; for it is not 
only difficult in such cases to thaw the water, but 
sometimes also the pipes crack. To prevent the 
pipes from cracking, it will generally be sufficient 
to draw off a portion of the water, so that the 
horizontal pipes shall not be quite full ; for the 
cracking ot the pipes arises from the sudden 
expansion which takes place in the water, at the 
moment of its passing into the solid state of ice. 
But when the apparatus is not likely to be used 
for a considerable time, it would be much better, 
if the -weather be very cold, to empty the 
pipes entirely of water ; for it is always trouble- 
some to thaw the water when once frozen in the 




pipes.* But in an apparatus used in a buildii 
of which the temperature is always above 32 
this is obviously unnecessary, as the water cannol 
then be frozen. A plan, however, might be adopted 
which will effectually prevent the water freezing 
with any ordinary degree of cold, namely, by- 
using salt water in the apparatus, instead of fresh 
water. This plan would certainly be somewhat 
injurious to the apparatus, on account of the 
action of the salt on the iron ; but the injury 
would not be extensive, and would be very slow 
in its operation. Perhaps in this country such a 
plan is unnecessary ; but should this kind of 
apparatus be adopted in colder climates, the sug- 
gestion might be useful. The larger the quantity 
of salt which a given portion of water contains, 
the greater is the degree of cold necessary to 
congeal it. Thus, the quantity of salt contained 
in sea-water is about three per cent. ;j" this re- 
quires, according to Dr. Marcet, a temperature of 
about 28° to freeze it ; but if the quantity of salt 
be increased to 43 percent., the water will not 
freeze until the cold be reduced to 27i° of Fahren- 
heit, or 4i° below the ordinary freezing-point of 
fresh water. When the water contains 6-6 per 
cent, of salt, it will not freeze until the temperature 



* It is a fact not generally known, that water which has 
been boiled Frri-zna hoiiik'1' I. ban that which has not been boiled. 
This circumstance was observed by Dr. Black, in 1775 (Pliilo- 
mphifal 2'rantactitms, vol. lsv., p. 124). But it has since b< 
remarked, that Aristotle, Pliny, and others of the anciei 
have noticed the same fact in their writings (Memoirs of 
Manc/mter Phihsophkal Society, vol. i., p. 261). 

t This quantity varies considerably in different localities, 
the English Channel the quantity is as above stated ; but on 
the coast of Spain it contains about C per cent., while the water 
of the Baltic only contains about 1^ percent. Between the 
tropics the quantity is very large; as much as "" 
is stated to exist in some of the tropical seas 
(TJre's " Chemical Dictionary," art. " Muriatic Acid.") 
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be reduced to 25 i° of Fahrenheit ; and if it con- 
tains ll'l por cent., the temperature must reach 
08 low as 214° before the water will congeal.* 

The effect which would be produced on cast- 
iron pipes and boilers, by any of these quanti- 
ties of salt, would not be of much importance ; 
although, in jjrocess of time, it would certainly in 
some degree corrode the apparatus, f When the 
apparatus has been once filled with saltwater, the 
waste which occurs in the water, by evaporation, 
should only be supplied with fresh water; for, as 
the salt does not evaporate, the same quantity of 
salt will remain in the apparatus, and will com- 
bine with the fresh water when added. 

(168.) As water at a medium temperature can 
hold in solution nearly lib' per cent, of common 
salt (chloride of sodium), and nearly 40 per cent, 
at the boiling temperature, there is no fear of any 
deposit forming in the boiler from this cause.J 
The reason of a deposit forming in boilers where 
hard water is used is, because the water leaves 
behind, on evaporation, the saline compounds 
which it held in solution ; and as the water which 
is added to supply the place of that which has 
evaporated likewise contains the same extraneous 
matter, the quantity presently becomes larger 
than the water can hold in solution, and the 
residue is precipitated and hardened by the heat 
of the fire. All the salts of lime, which are 

* Uro's " Chemical Dictionary," art. " Caloric ;" and " Blag- 
den's £rptrtntrt/ts," riilh^ophirul 'JVansiiclions, vol. lxxviii.,p.279. 

f A remarkable difference obtains in the rate at which 
oxidation acta on cast- and on wrought- iron. Hard-cast iron 
will resist oxidation about three times aa long as wrought-iron ; 
and, according to the experiments of Mr. Darnell, the aaiue 
difference exists in the length of time requisite to produce a 
given effect by acids. The effect on suft cast-iron will approach 
nearer to that of wrought-iron, varying with its hardness. 

\ lire's " Chemical Dictionary," art. " Salt." 
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usually contained in hard water, are likewise 
soluble in this fluid only in a very limited degree. 
For instance, sulphate of lime, one of the most 
common ingredients in hard water, is soluble in it 
only to the extent of one-fifth of one per cent., 
and carbonate of lime in a still smaller proportion ; 
therefore the precipitation begins to take place so 
soon as the quantity exceeds this small amount. 

(169.) In Chapters XI. and XII., some of the 
most important of the laws of heat, which are 
applicable to the general subject of this treatise, 
are described, and also the experimental data on 
which are founded several of the calculations 
given in the preceding chapters. Those who are 
desirous of investigating fur themselves the accu- 
racy of the various rules which have been given, 
will thus be enabled to judge of the subject in its 
more scientific bearings. 

(170.) Before concluding these remarks, how- 
ever, it may be proper to observe that buildings 
which are heated by hot water ought always to 
have some efficient mode of ventilation ; for, even 
though the air may not be injured by the appara- 
tus employed to heat it, the air of all inhabited 
rooms must necessarily be deteriorated by the 
respiration of the inmates. This remark would 
have been superfluous were it not that cases have 
occurred where the evils that have arisen from 
defective ventilation have been erroneously attri- 
buted to this plan of warming by hot water ; and 
the vapour which is given off from the lungs of 
the inmates of a room, and, under these circum- 
stances, is condensed upon the windows, has been 
supposed to arise from the water in the apparatus 
being converted into steam, and escaping tlirough 
the joints of the pipes. If this were a solitary 
opinion, it might, like many others equally erro- 
neous, be passed over in silence ; but as this 
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has been seriously objected against Die inven- 
tion by many who ought to know better, it 
may be worth while to state the cause moro at 
length. 

(171.) The quantity of vapour given off from 
the lungs, and also by exhalation from the skin, 
lias been estimated at from twelve to thirteen 
grains per minute. If, in consequence of imper- 
fect ventilation of inhabited rooms, the air cannot 
escape after it has received this additional quan- 
tity of vapour exhaled from the body, it must, as 
QOon as it has acquired a larger quantity of mois- 
ture than the temperature ot the external air will 
support in the form of vapour (Art. 330), deposit 
a portion of it upon the glass ; because, the glass 
being nearly of the same temperature as the ex- 
ternal air, whatever quantity of the internal air 
comes in contact with it, its temperature is imme- 
diately lowered, and tho excess of its vapour is 
condensed upon the surface of the glass. Thus, 
suppose the temperature of the air in a room to 
be 66°, and the dew-point 55°, then, if the tempe- 
rature of the external air be only 35°, as much of 
the air in the room as comes in contact with tho 
glass will deposit whatever vapour it contains 
above the quantity that a temperature of 35° will 
enable it to sustain. Under these circumstances, 
the amount deposited on the glass will be (Art. 
330) about two grains for each cubic foot of air 
that is cooled by the glass ; and the same effect, 
though in a less degree, will take place on all the 
other cold surfaces in the room. As each square 
foot of glass will cool one and a quarter cubic 
feet of air per minute, from the internal to the 
external temperature (Art. 101), we shall find 
that, under the circumstances we have supposed, — 
which is purposely taken as an extreme case, — 
the quantity of vapour deposited in this manner 
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will amount to two and a half grains per minute 
on each square foot of glass. 

(172.) We need be at no loss, then, to discover 
the cause of this accumulation of vapour on the 
windows and walls of rooms which are badly 
ventilated ; and whenever the quantity of mois- 
ture thus condensed appears to be considerable, 
it may be taken as good evidence that the venti- 
lation of the room is imperfect. That the same 
amount of condensation does not result from the 
use of hot air and cockle-stoves, is in consequence 
of a portion of the vapour being decomposed by 
the intense heat; but when this method of avoid- 
ing the inconvenience is adopted, a worse evil is 
produced than that which is attempted to be 
removed, although, perhaps, it is not so obvious 
to the sight. 

(173.) A similar error is very frequently com- 
mitted in the construction of drying-closets and 
rooms intended for drying various articles in 
manufactures and the arts. It is frequently sup- 
posed that a sufficient degree of heat is alone 
what is required for this purpose, and the amount 
of ventilation is considered quite an unimportant 
matter. It need scarcely be observed that the 
reverse of this is the proper course, and that 
ventilation is, in these cases, of far more import- 
ance than the degree of heat maintained in the 
room. 

(174.) The experiments of Dr. Dalton long 
since demonstrated that evaporation was inde- 
pendent of the air ; that the vapour arising from 
any liquid depends upon its temperature, and 
that the air retards the velocity of the discharge 
by its vis inertia* If the an? were wholly re- 
moved from the surface of the water, the vapour 

* Memoirs of the Manchester Philosophical Society, vol. v., 
p. 575 ; and PkiloxQphical Magazine, vol. xvi., p. 346. 
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S roper to the particular temperature would be 
iseharged instantaneously, instead of rising- gra- 
dually, as when the water is exposed to the 
atmosphere. The qwrniilij of evaporation is not 
affected by these causes. If water be placed 
under the receiver of an air-pump and the air 
exhausted, the full quantity of vapour which can 
be formed at that particular temperature will rise 
instantaneously; but if the air bo allowed to fill 
the receiver, the same quantity of vapour will 
rise, and it will have slowly to filter its way and 
disperse itself through the air which fills the 
receiver. In these cases, we of course suppose 
that the vapour is not removed; but that, when 
once formed, it is allowed to remain in the 
receiver, and that the temperature is kept con- 
stantly the same. Hut when the vapour is allowed 
to escape, or to condense, tho rate of its forma- 
tion in very different in air and in vacuo ; for 
Mr. Darnell's experiments proved that, in the 
same time, the quantity of vapour raised from a 
constant surface of water in vacuo and in air of 
atmospheric density was as 90 to 1 ; and that at 
all intermediate pressures tho quantity of vapour 
was inversely proportional to the elasticity of the 
incumbent air.* 

When, however, tho air possesses motion, its 
effect on tho quantity of vapour emitted from the 
surface of water over which it passes will be very 
different. Tho effect is, then, to drive off tho 
vapour from the surface of the evaporating body 
as fast as it is formed ; and this Dr. Dalton found 
to be proportional to the velocity of the air.f 
This latter ease is precisely that with which wo 
aro concerned, whilo considering tho effect of 

* Quarterly Jwtrn«l "f S-itince, vol. xvii., p. 52. 

f Memoirs n( the Mitncln'.-ili'r Pli'h'tiphirii! S,t,-ir4v, v- il. v., 

p. 57G ; and Watson's Chemical Essays, vol. ii. t p. 57. 
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ventilation, and more particularly in the ventila- 
tion of drviug-rootns. 

(175.) It is quite a mistaken notion to suppose 
that a better effect will be produced by prevent- 
ing too rapid a motion of the air through dxving- 
rooms, for the purpose of allowing the air to 
imbibe more of the moisture by this means. The 
infiltration of moisture into the air, or the absorp- 
tion of moisture, as it is generally called, is 
extremely slow, as the experiments of Daniel! 
and of Leslie have proved ; and therefore it is, by 
the brisk motion of the air driving off the vapour 
as fast as it is formed, that the principal effect ia 
produced in the ventilation of drying-rooms.* 
The quantity of air which really becomes humid 
by such means is extremely small ; and Leslie 
has estimated that, in a case of ordinary evapora- 
tion, where the air possessed but small velocity, 
only the 184th part of the air that passed over 
the wet surface became saturated, f 

(176.) It is extremely difficult to estimate the 
quantity of heating surface that is required for a 
drying-room ; for not only will tho temperature 
vary greatly with the nature of the substances to 
be dried, but also with the degree of dampness 
they possess, and likewise with the amount of 
ventilation. The same quantity of heating sur- 
face that would raise the temperature of a drying- 
room, to 80° or 90° with an imperfect ventilation, 
might possibly not heat it above GO" or 70° if the 
ventilation were perfect ; and yet in the latter 
case, probably, the drying effect would be greater 

* Tho drier the air the more rapidly will it absorb the 
moisture exhaled into it ; but, under every condition of dry- 
ness, the absorption of moisture will bo much less rapid by 
the air than its discharge from the vaporizing body would be 
were the pressure of the air entirely removed. 

t Leslie On Heat and Moisture, p. 86. 
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than in the former. This, however, is not with- 
out certain limitations in its operation. When- 
ever the ventilation is sufficient to carry off the 
vapour as fast, as it is formed, anything beyond 
this must be injurious, as it will lower the tem- 
perature of the room without promoting' the 
dispersion of the vapour; and we have already 
seen that the quantity of vapour raised depends, 
in the first instance, upon the temperature of the 
vaporizing body. When, however, an atmo- 
sphere of vapour exists immediately around the 
body emitting the vapour, the emission is enor- 
mously reduced, and sometimes even wholly 
stopped; and this will occur, however high the 
temperature of the vaporizing body and of the 
air may be. In this ease, therefore, even a 
very nrach lower temperature, accompanied by a 
brisk motion of the air, would be far more effec- 
tual than a high temperature with defective ven- 
tilation. 

(177.) For common drying-rooms, where arti- 
cles of various thicknesses are dried at the same 
time, and where the quantity of moisture to be 
evaporated is considerable, it has been found that 
150 to 180 square feet of heating surface to each 
1,000 cubic feet of space produces a temperature 
of about 120" when the room is empty and the 
ventilating apertures are closed. The tempera- 
ture falls about 15° to 20" on opening the venti- 
lating apertures ; and when the room is filled 
with wet clothes the temperature falls to about 
80° or 90°, and sometimes considerably lower, 
varying with the nature of the articles which are 
placed in the room! Mr. Buchanan states* that 
about 6.3 square feet of steam-pipe to 1,000 cubic 
feet of space produced a temperature of 100° in a 
drying-room ; and in another instance, 44 square 

* Buchanan's Trmtiie on Economy of Fuel, fye., pp. 211— 21H. 
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feet of heating surface to 1,000 cubic feet of space 
produced a temperature of 86° in a drying-room, 
both being partially filled with damp goods. 
The temperature of the steam is not stated in 
these instances ; but the pipes would naturally 
be somewhat hotter than hot-water pipes, and 
therefore less surface of them would be required ; 
but the quantity of pipe thus given is consider- 
ably less than was required in any instance which 
has come under the author's own knowledge. In 
general, it would not bo safe to use much less 
than 150 square feet of heating surface of hot- 
water pipes to 1,000 cubic feet of space in any 
drying-room used for drying linen, where quick 
drying is essential. For manufacturing purposes 
it will often happen that much smaller quantities 
of heating surface will suffice ; for the goods often 
contain tar less moisture, and are not required 
to be dried so quick as in a common closet for 
drying linen. 

Tredgold has given rules for calculating the 
required heating surface for drying-rooms for dif- 
ferent purposes, but they are much too refined 
for ordinary use* A large amount of heating 
.surface, is, however, absolutely indispensable 
where quick drying is at all required ; but atten- 
tion to the perfect ventilation of the room is of 
more importance than its actual temperature. It 
is also most desirable to have some ready means 
of altering the quantities of air admitted into 
a drying-room ; for not only is it desirable, if 
possible, to alter the quantities of air admitted at 
the different stages of the drying process, but in 
different states of the weather the quantities of 
air admitted ought to be likewise altered. When 
the air is very humid, much less air ought to be 
admitted than in dry bright weather; for in 

* Tredgold On ITi-iitnij liutlJiiiijx hi/ Steam, p. 241, et teq. 
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damp weather the drying process will go on 
much faster, in proportion as a less quantity of 
air is admitted, and a higher working tempera- 
ture maintained in the drying-room. In dry 
weather the opposite of this will often be desir- 
able, and a much larger quantity of air may 
advantageously be admitted under these circum- 
stances. 

(178.) The physiological effects resulting from 
particular modes of warming and ventilating in- 
habited rooms form a most interesting subject of 
inquiry, and are not only interesting as matters 
of scientific resoarcb, but they closely concorn 
every individual member of the community. It 
is a question which effects not merely the per- 
sonal comfort of individuals, but, according to 
the opinion of the ablest pathologists, it influences 
the health, and affects the duration of life In a 
subsequent chapter we shall endeavour to trace 
some of the physiological effects of various 
methods of artificial heat, and the most impor- 
tant consequences will bo found to result from 
the use of some of these different inventions. 




ON HEATING BY STEAM. 

Variableness of Temperature — Alt oration? in the Lovel of Pipes 
— Removal of condensed Water— Proper Steam-pressure to 
be employed— Mode of Calculating the H oating- surface re- 
quired— Size of Boilers— Quantity of Water condensed — 
Boiler Surface required — Forms and Power of Boilers — 
Quantity of Coal — Size of Furnace-bare — Mode of supplying 
Water to the Boiler- — Safety Valves, Gauges, and other 
Appendages required — Air-vents and Outlets for the con- 
densed Water. 

(179.) Since the introduction of the invention 
of heating buildings by hot water, the use of 
steam for this purpose has been comparatively 
but little needed ; still there are many situations 
■where its employment may be advantageous, par- 
ticularly in buildings used for manufacturing and 
commercial purposes. No work containing rules 
for its application has been published for many 
years. The only books on the subject which the 
author has ever met with are Buchanan's Trea- 
tise on Heating by Steam, last published in 1815, 
and Tredgold's Principles of Warming and Ven- 
tilating Public Buildings, Sfc, last published in 
1836. Both these works have been out of print 
for many years, and it therefore appears desirable 
in the present work to give such rules as may be 
necessary for erecting steam-heating apparatus 
for such ordinary purposes as it is likely now to 
be applied to. 
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(180.) The difficulty attending; the apparatus 
for heating: by steam is the constant attendance it 
requires, not only to ensure its safety, but to 
secure a continuance of its heating power. Unlike 
the hot- water apparatus, which retains its heating 
power for many hours, the steam apparatus 
ceases to afford heat as soon as the fire fails to 
possess sufficient force to raise steam in the boiler. 
The risk of explosion in inexperienced hands is 
also a serious objection to its use, except when the 
apparatus is of sufficient magnitude to warrant 
the continued superintendence of an experienced 

JH.TSulL. 

(181.) One great convenience in a steam appa- 
ratus is the facility- with which the pipes can bo 
conveyed in almost any direction. Provided the 
condensed water ho carried off, and the pipes 
thereby be kept clear, it matters not whether the 
pipes are carried above or below the boiler, and 
that to almost any extent. But in carrying out 
this principle, it must be borne in mind that 
wherever there arc considerable alterations of 
level, the condensed water must have a proper 
outlet from the lowest part ; for otherwise the 
pipes will very quickly becomo choked with water 
and cease to act ; and hence any sudden and 
considerable alterations in level become extremely 
difficult to deal with in practice, although in 
principle there is nothing whatever to hinder the 
most rapid, multifarious, and even eccentric al- 
terations in level that can possibly he contrived. 
But as every sudden dip or alteration of level in 
the pipe will require a separate outlet for the con- 
densed water, it becomes exceedingly difficult, and 
very undesirable in practice, to make these sudden 
alterations in level; and, like the hot-water 
apparatus, it is therefore found most advantageous 
to lay the pipes with a very small but gradual in- 
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cliuation, so as to allow the condensed water to flow 
out at one place, or at least from as few places as 
possible. The condensed water must not only be 
carried on" in order to keep the pipes clear for the 
passage of the steam, but likewise to prevent the 
pipes from breaking. For if the condensed water 
remains in the pipes after they become cold, the 
next time the pipes are heated they are extremely 
likely to crack, if they are of cast iron, in con- 
sequence of the great difference of temperature 
which there would then bo between the upper 
and the lower sides of the pipes. 

(182.) In arranging a steam apparatus, the 
first thing is to calculate the proper quantity of 
heating surface. In order to do this, it is necessary 
to determine at what pressure the boiler is to work. 
Formerly it was considered that 2£ lbs. pressure 
per square inch of the boiler was quite as much as 
could safely be used for this purpose, and the old 
writers on the subject recommend this pressure to 
be employed. But of late years the use of high- 
pressure steam has so accustomed engineers to 
regard boilers as perfectly sale with pressures of 
80 lbs. or 100 lbs. and upwards to the square inch, 
that no one would now object to employ steam of 
5 lbs. or 10 lbs., or even 20 lbs. pressure per square 
inch,'for heating buildings i >f nny description, when- 
ever such pressures are deemed desirable. The 
higher the pressure in the boiler, the higher will be 
the temperature of the pipes or other radiating 
surfaces ; and therefore the higher the pressure 
the smaller the size or less the quantity of the 
radiating surfaces whieli will be required. 

(183.) In heating manufactories and other 
commercial buildings, it is often desirable to use 
the surplus steam from a steam-engine boiler, or 
the waste steam after it has passed through the 
cylinder of a high-pressure engine. In other 



AMOUNT 01'' !'Hi-..SSl.'KK ltKuI/IIiKH. 



187 



cases, where a separate steam-boiler is used for 
heating the apparatus, it is seldom desirable to 
use steam of much more than about 5 lbs. to 
10 lbs. per square inch. Whatever pressure, 
however, is fixed upon, the quantity of radiatiug 
surface necessary may be found in the following 
manner : — 

In Chapter VI. (ante) rules are given for calcu- 
lating; the radiating surfaces necessary to heat 
most kinds of buildings. If, then, by these rules 
the required amount of radiating surfaces be cal- 
culated, the reduced quantity that is required when 

steam-heat is to be applied maybe asoerti id 

as follows : In Table I., Appendix, the tem- 
perature of steam at all pressures is given. 
Suppose now that to heat a building to 60" with 
hot water, it has been found f by rules given in 
chapter VI.) that 300 feet of four-inch pipe is 
required. If it is proposed to use steam of 5 lbs. 
pressure, — that is, o lbs. above the 15 lbs. which 
is necessary to prevent a vacuum in the boiler, 
— if we look in Table I., Appendix, for tho 
nearest pressure to 20 lbs., we shall find tho tem- 
perature of the steam is 225°. Now the tempera- 
ture of hot-water pipes being reckoned at only 
180", or 120° above the proposed temperature of 
the room, and the temperature of tho stcam- 
ptpes fat this pressure of 20 lbs.) boing 225°, or 
lii.V above tho proposed temperature of the room, 
the quantity of steam-pipe will be found by a 
common rule-of-tliree sum ; namely, as 165" is 
to 120° so is 300 feet of hot-water pipe to the 
quantity of steam-pipe required to produce the 
same effect, which in this case will be 218 feet. 
Again : suppose tho pressure of the steam is 
30 lbs., — that is, 80 lbs. above the 15 lbs. neces- 
sary to prevent a vacuum. If we look in the Table 
for the temperature of steam at 45 lbs. pressure, 
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we shall find it is 275°, or 215° above tho proposed 
temperature of tho building. In this case the 
calculation will be, as 215° is to 120° so is 300 feet 
the quantity of hot-water pipe required to the 
quantity of steam-pipe necessary to give the same 
heat, which in this case is 167 feet. 

(184.) These calculations are not absolutely 
correct ; but they are sufficiently accurate for 
every purpose of practical utility. For it will be 
shown in another chapter (Chapter XI.) that the 
radiation of heat is proportionally greater at 
high temperatures ; and therefore while the 
above mode of calculation is quite sufficient for 
all practical purposes, such as those here contem- 
plated, the rule must not be construed to include 
scientific exactness. 

It may hero be observed that tho rule already 
given (Art. 41), for the elongation and expansion of 
hot- water pipes, must be observed wherever steam- 
pipes are applied to any heating purposes. 

(185.) In apportioning the boiler for heating any 
given quantity of pipe, both Tredgold and Bucha- 
nan assume that the steam-space in the boiler ought 
to be equal to the whole contents of the pipes, so as 
to fill the pipes easily with steam when the valves 
are opened ; and, further, that the steam-space 
ought to be about half the entire capacity of the 
boiler. These proportions, however, do not ap- 
pear suited to modern practice, now that steam of 
much liigher pressure is used. And although 
exposing a large surface of the boiler to the fire 
is always economical, a boiler of large capacity is 
not always convenient, nor, indeed, is it necessary 
for successfully applying steam to the heating of 
buildings. 

(186.1 Tredgold deduces from his experiments 
that with steam of 2$ lbs. pressure above the 
atmosphere (or 17j lbs. actual pressure), 182 
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superficial feet of iron pipe will condense as much 
steam as will produce one cubic foot of water per 
hour, when the temperature of the room is 60° 
Fahrenheit. In this caso ho assumes the average 
temperature of the entire surface of the pipo to be 
200" Fahrenheit. From this datum the propert size 
of the boiler can be calculated. 

It appears (by Art. 71) that four square feet of 
boiler surface exposed to the direct action of the 
fire will evaporate one cubic foot of water per 
iioin. The boiler for a steam apparatus ought 
therefore to evaporate as much water per hour 
as the pipes will condense in the samo time; 
henco a boiler possessing four square feet of 
surface exposed to the direct action of the fire 
will just supply sufficient steam to heat 

182aq. ft. of pipe when the pressure iaajlbe. above tbe atmosphere 



and supposing that in each case the temperature 
of the room is 60° Fahrenheit. It follows also 
that each of these several quantities of pipe will 
give off the same amount of heat in equal times. 

(187.) It by no means follows that these pro- 
portions of boiler surface are desirable to be 
adopted. Although they certainly will heat the 
pipe when skilfully applied and carefully attended, 
it is desirable to allow about one-half more boiler 
surface to meet the common contingencies of 
most apparatus, and to prevent the necessity for 
heavy firing. Watt allowed eight square feet 
of boiler surface to evaporate one cubic foot of 
■water per hour, and in the Cornish engines even 
a larger surface than this is allowed.* It will 
therefore be desirable to assume that six square 
* See note to Art. 7 i . 
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feet of boiler surface exposed to the direct action 
of the fire will be necessary to heat the several 
quantities of pipe here mentioned. 

(188.) Having ascertained the surface of the 
boiler to be exposed to the fire, it becomes neces- 
sary to determine its shape and capacity. The 
forms of steam-boilers are almost as numerous 
as those which have been proposed for the hot- 
water apparatus. But for the ordinary purposes of 
heating buildings by steam, it is absolutely indis- 
pensable that the boilers should be simple in form, 
tolerably easy to clean out, of rather large capacity 
in proportion to their fire surface, and so durable 
as to require very little repair. For many pur- 
poses, these qualifications arc frequently sacrificed, 
and necessarily so, in order to obtain lightness, 
rapid draught, and high evaporating power. 

(189.) For low-pressure boilers where the steam 
does not reach beyond 8 lbs. or 10 lbs. per square 




inch, there is no better form than the old wag- 
gon boiler, fig. 39, which can be used of any size. 
The Cornish boiler, fig 40, is only suitable for 
larger apparatus, and is scarcely desirable for 
boilers of less size than about ten feet long and 
four feet diameter. The cylindrical boiler with 
hemispherical ends, fig. 41, is very suitable for 
high pressures, as it is one of the strongest forms 
for a boiler, and is therefore always regarded as 
one of the safest boilers that can be made. 

Any of these boilers have sufficient capacity, in 



QUANTITY OF COAL BEQIHBED. 191 

proportion to their surfaces, to render them very 
desirable for the purpose of applying steamdieat 
to buildings. In calculating the proper size for a 
boiler to produce a given effect, the same rule 
must bo applied that has already been given 
(Art. 71) fur calculating the power of boilers for 
the hot-water apparatus, namely, that the flue- 
surface of the boiler is only to be taken at one- 
third its actual measurement, when wo want to 
estimate the extent of surface exposed to the direct 
action of t/ie fire. Thus in fig. 39, suppose the 
boiler to be 6 feet long, 24 feet wide, and the 
flue-surface 2 feet deep all round the boiler, in 
this case the bottom of the boiler will havo 
f> feet x 24 feet = 15 feet of surface. The flue- 
surface, measured entirely round the boiler by 
2 feet deep, will be equal to 34 square feet ; and 
one-third of this latter measurement will be equal 
to 11^ feet, which, added to the former quantity 
of 15 feet, will make the boiler-surface equal to 
26^ square feet exposed to the direct action of the 
fire. This boiler (by Art. 186 and 187) would be 
sufficient to heat 708 square feet of steam-pipe ata 
pressure of 24 lbs. per square inch, when the tem- 
perature of the room is kept at 60" Fahrenheit. 

(190.) The quantity of coal that will be neces- 
sary to produce a given effect with a steam 
apparatus may be ascertained as follows : The 
Quantity of water condensed by the pipes must 
first be ascertained as already pointed out. Sup- 
pose in the case already stated, that 182 square 
feet of pipe, in a room of 00° temperature, con- 
denses one cubic foot of water per hour, when the 
pressure is 24 lbs. per square inch : then, by the 
data already given (Art. 94 and 95) it will be 
found that about 9 lbs. of coal is required to 
evaporate one cubic foot of water ; and this must 
be the quantity required to replace the loss of 
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heat by condensation of steam in the pipes ; 
therefore the coal burnt would be 9 lbs. per hour, 
if there were 182 feet of steam-pipe in a room of 
60°, and the steam at the pressure of 24 lbs. per 
square inch. Whatever quantity of water the 
pipes will condense per hour, — and which quantity 
can be estimated by the preceding rules, — the coi 
sumption of coal will be 9 lbs. for every cul 
foot of water thus condensed. 

It lias been already explained (Art. 71 and 95) 
that a very great difference exists in the heating 
effects of coal burned in different furnaces. The 
quantity above stated is a full allowance, and 
much more than some steam-boilers will require 
when very carefully worked. 

(191.) The size of the furnace-bars should bo one 
square foot to burn about 10 lbs. to 11 lbs. of coal 
per hour ; and the surface of the boiler exposed 
to the direct action of the fire will generally be 
about five times the area of the furnace-bars. The 
furnace of a steam apparatus will very seldom 
allow the use of a door to the ash-pit, as it re- 
quires a stronger draught than a hot-water appa- 
ratus, and the ash-pit door is very liable to reduce 
the draught. Unlike the hot-water apparatus, the 
heating effect of a steam apparatus ceases directly 
the fire fails to produce its full effect on the 
boiler ; and therefore a brisk fire and con- 
stant attention are absolutely necessary for 
steam apparatus, in order to keep up the pro] 
action in the pipes. 

(192.) The various apparatus necessary 
secure a proper supply of water to the boiL 
and likewise to prevent danger by any undue 
pressure in the boiler, as well as the contrivances 
required to carry off the air from the apparatus, 
and to remove the condensed water frc 
pipes, are all much more complicated and 
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sive than anything required for these purposes in 
a hot-water apparatus. 

The boiler is generally supplied with water by 
means of a stone-float apparatus, of which there 
are several varieties. A stone placed in the 
boiler, by a wire passing through a stuffing-box 
balanced by a lever with an attached weight, is 
made to turn a cock which communicates by a 
pipe from the boiler with an elevated cistern of 
water. When the stone falls in the boiler, by 
the partial evaporation of the water, the cock is 
opened by the lever, and as much water comes 
into the boiler aa will again float the stone, and 




thus shut the cock. The cistern must always be 
high enough to have the column of water of greater 
weight than the pressure of the steam ; otherwise 
on opening the cock cither water or steam would 
escape up the pipe, instead of the water coming 
down from the cistern. The pressure from the 
water in the cistern should be not less than from 
one-fifth to one-fourth greater than the pressure 
of the steam in the boiler ; and as every two feet 
in vertical height of the water in the cistern and 
pipe is equal to 1 lb. pressure of the steam in the 



lioik-r, tlio supply cistern ought to bo not less 
tlian the following height above the boiler: — 

foot high to supply a boiler working '2 j lbs. eteain. 



and generally a little more than this may be 
allowed in order to secure certainty of action. 

These elevations are very difficult to obtain for 
the higher pressures, and hence one of the diffi- 
culties in working very high pressures except in 
conjunction with a steam-engine ; in which case a 
force-pump is used to inject the water into the 
boiler without the aid of the elevated cistern. A 
modern invention of a self-acting injector has 
been introduced, but it is doubtful how far a 
complicated, though ingenious, apparatus can be 
safely trusted, unless it is under tho constant and 
daily inspection of experienced and careful super- 
intendents. 

(193.) A safety valve is an indispensable ap- 
pendage to a steam-boiler. Whatever form of 
safety valve be used, the size of its clear opening 
ought to be not less than one circular inch for 
every six square feet of the boiler exposed to the 
direct action of the lire ; or, in other words, one 
circular inch for each cubic foot of water per hour, 
which the boiler will evaporate. A valve of this 
size is sufficient, whatever the pressure of the 
steam may be. When the boilers are largo, two 
or more valves may be used, so as to give in the 
aggregate this amount of opening for the esc&M 
of Bteam. 

(194.) A steam-gauge is a very desirable ad- 
junct to a steam-boiler. For low-pressure boilers 
a mercurial steam-gauge is frequently used. But 
a very convenient gauge for either high or low- 
pressures is tho ingenious instrument known as 
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" Bourdon's Pressure Gauge," which shows on a 
small clock-face the correct pressure of the steam. 

(195.) A water-gauge is also another very useful 
addition to the fittings of ;i steam-boiler. This 
gauge consists of a glass tube, about 1 toot long, 
fixed between two cooks communicating directly 
with the boiler, generally in the front, near the 
furnace door, and so placed that the water-level 
in the boiler ran be seen in the glass gauge, 
which is so fixed that the water-level is nearly 
about the middle of the glass tube. The water 
always stands at the same height in the tube as 
in the boiler. Any variation, therefore, in the 
height of the water in the boiler can he easily 
seen by looking at the height in the glass tube. 
The use of the two cocks of the glass gauge is 
merely to shut off the communication with the 
boiler, in case the glass tube should break: on all 
other occasions the cocks are to be left open. 

(196.) Every steam-boiler ought also to be 
supplied with two gauge-cocks, placed at the front 
of the boiler, at such height that one is always 
above the water-level, and the other about two or 
three inches below the water-level. By these 
cocks (as well as by the instrument last described), 
the proper height of the water in the boiler can 
be ascertained. If the upper cock, when opened, 
gives off water instead of steam, the boiler is too 
fall of water : while if the lower cock, when it is 
opened, should give off steam instead of water, 
then the boiler is deficient of water, and danger 
may be apprehended. 

(197.) A large cock is also required to be fixed 
in the b< filer, called a " blow-off cock." It is for the 
purpose of emptying the boiler, and cleaning out 
the sediment, and requires to be frequently used. 
The boiler should be emptied once every two or 
three days, less or more, according to the hardness 
o 2 
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of the water, and the amount of work which the 
boiler performs. The pipe for the ' ' blow-off 
cock" may be either fixed at tho lowest point of 
the boiler, and be used simply to run the water 
off ; or the pipe may enter the top of the boiler, 
and descend within a couple of inches of the 
bottom of the boiler; in which latter case the 
water is forced out through the pipe and cock by 
the pressure of the steam, taking care that the 
fire u so much slackened when this operation is 
performed that the boiler shall not bo injured by 
the heat of the fire while the boiler is thus being' 
emptied. 

(198.) All these various fittings for steam- 
boilers can so easily be obtained ready made, that 
it is not considered necessary here to describe 
them more particularly, as it is only in their ap- 
plication and general use that they require ex- 
planation. There are, however, still, some further 
appliances necessary for working a steam-heating 
apparatus which must not be passed over in this 
description. A cock is generally placed between 
the boiler and the pipes which heat the building. 
On opening this cock the steam drives before it 
all the air which was contained in the pipes; and 
unless a ready outlet for this air is provided, a 
portion of the pipes will remain full of air, and 
continue nearly cold. If the pipes are laid 
horizontally, there is but little difficulty in getting 
rid of this air, through a ''blow-pipe" at the 
farther extremity, which may be opened when 
the pipes are about to be heated ; and when they 
are quite hot the blow-pipe may be nearly closed, 
in order to prevent the waste of steam which 
would necessarily occur after the air was expelled. 
But when the heating surfaces occupy several 
different levels, and particularly when they assume 
the form of coils, steam-plates, or ornamental 




columns, it is not always very easy to discharge 
the air without a good deal of cure and con- 
trivance. The air is considerably heavier than 
steam, and therefore it naturally tails to the lower 
levels ; and it is from these lower levels the exit 
for the air must therefore be provided. These 
eduction pipes ought never to be wholly closed, 
even when the air has been expelled; but the 
management of these air-pipes is often a serious 
difficulty. In very extensive apparatus it has 
occasionally been found so difficult to drive out the 
air from the pipes ami other heating vessels, that 
the employment of an air-pump to exhaust the air 
has sometimes been found necessary each time 
that the apparatus is warmed, in order to prevent 
the great delay in heating the apparatus which 
otherwise would occur. 

(1E*9.) It is also necessary to provide for the 
escape of the condensed water. When steam of 
very low pressure is used, and the apparatus is 
upon a small scale, an inverted siphon-pipe is 
frequently used lor this purpose. This inverted 
siphon-pipe must be of sufficient depth to resist 
the pressure of tho steam, and frequently this 
becomes extremely inconvenient. Thus if the 
steam is 2 lbs. pressure, the siphon will require to 
be about 5 teet deep ; if the steam be o lbs. pres- 
sure, tho siphon will require to be about 12 feet 
deep. A far better contrivance for this purpose 
is a self-acting apparatus, made by a small close 
box with a floating valve placed 
in the bottom, as tig. 44. This 
box, for an ordinary-sized steam 
apparatus, may be about 5 or 6 
inches diameter, and about 8 or 
10 inches high. A hollow copper 
ball, with a common spindle-valve 
attached to its lower side, is intro- 
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duced into the box, which is otherwise steam 
tight. When the condensed water enters this 
box by pipes inserted near the top, it will fioa 
the bail, and thus raise the valve, which allows th 
condensed water to run oat through the valve a 
tin- bottom. When the water bus partly run out 
the ball again falls, and closes the valve, and thus 
prevents any waste <>f the steam. Whenever this 
box is used, an air-cock or air-pipe is likewise 
accessary; as this valve-box does not allow th 
escape of either air or steam, but only of the con 
densed water, and it will not act, unless the ait I 
carried ■ iff from the upper part of the box and bal 

If the condensed water from the apparatus is t 
be used for any purpose, either as distilled water 
or to supply the boiler again with fresh water, i 
can bo collected as it flows out from this valve- 
box ; or it may be collected from the sijmon-pipe 
previously described. 

(200.) The advantages of a steam apparatu 
over a hot-water apparatus appear to oonttfl 
principally in the greater ease of application o 
the heating surfaces, where great inequalitic 
and frequent alterations in the levels occur, an( 
particularly where the boiler is necessarily place* 
considerably higher than the places which are t< 
be heated, and likewise in the somewhat smallc 
extent of heating surface which is required. The 
disadvantages of the steam apparatus are its 
greater danger, and the absolute necessity whicl 
exists for constant attendance and watchfulness 
its want of permanence of temperature, excep 
when the greatest possible care is bestowed ; am 
its somewhat increased cost of fuel above that (. 
a hot-water apparatus. The first cost incurred foi 
the erection of the two kinds of apparatus ■ 
differ but little when the work is done in 
equally substantial manner ; but the wear an 
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tear, and repairs, of a hot-water apparatus will 
be less than that of a steam apparatus, as in the 
former there is absolutely nothing that can wear 
out except the boiler ; while in a steam apparatus 
there are various things which constantly require 
attention and repair, in addition to the greater 
amount of wear in the steam-boiler itself. 



CHAPTER X. 



ON HEATING BY HOT AIR. 



SSylyBBter's Coekle-Stove — Improved Cockle- Stove — Estimate 
of Heating-power — Hot-air Stovt'M with Projecting Plates, 
and their Heating-power— Bern hard t'e Hot-air Apparatus 
— Difficulty of Horizontal Flues— Multi- tubular Hot-air 
Apparatus— Hot-blast Apparatus. 

(201.) The application of fire-heat to metallic 
surfaces on which atmospheric air is made to 
impinge directly, without the intervention of 
either water or steam, is usually called a hot-aik 
apparatus. This distinguishes it from any other 
apparatus in which air, although frequently quite 
as highly heated, . receives its heat from pipes 
or vessels heated by steam or hot water. This 
method of heating atmospheric air possesses con- 
siderable utility. Previous to the introduction of 
the hot-water apparatus, this method of heating 
was much more used than it is ever likely again 
to be. The hot-water apparatus is so much more 
wholesome than the hot-air apparatus, that the 
latter can only be recommended where either 
partial vitiation of the air is of no great 
moment, or else where the object is merely to 
produce a drying and warming effect of con- 
siderable intensity for certain manufacturing or 
economic purposes. In such cases as these, the 
hot-air apparatus frequently presents considerable 
advantages, as a drying effect of greater intensity" 
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can be thus obtained than by any of the appara- 
tus which have been already described, 

(203.) The hot-air apparatus, in the form in 
which it is now best known, was employed at the 
close of the last century by Mr. Strait, of Helper, 
near Derby, for warming his cotton-mills. It was 
subsequently improved, and extensively intro- 
duced into general use by Mr. Sylvester, who, in 
1819, published his description of the apparatus, 
with experiments on its heating powers. The 
construction recommended by Mr. Sylvester, how- 
ever, appears to be defective in one particular : 
for in his apparatus the furnace or fire-grate was 
placed so far below the surface of the cockle-case, 
that its effect was considerably diminished. In 
his apparatus the fire-grate was placed about two 
feet below the bottom of the cockle-ease, or. about 
from 7 feet to 8 feet below the surface which was 
to be heated by the fire. In some recent cases in 
which this form of apparatus has been used by 
the author, the furnace and fire-bars are placed 
entirely within the cockle-case, so as to make 
the fire-bars lie about one foot above the bottom 
of the cockle-case, and about five feet higher 
than in those used by Mr. Sylvester. The figs. 
45 and 46 show the apparatus in the last-men- 
tioned form, but in all other respects it is the 
same as that proposed by Mr. Sylvester. 

Fig. 45 is a section of the furnace, constructed 
of fire- brick inside the cockle-case. The cockle- 
case is of wrought iron one-fourth of an inch 
thick, and made arch-shape and closed both back 
and front, except at the furnace-door, which is 
fixed to the front. Between the sides of the 
furnace and the inside of the cockle-case is a 
vacant space about 4 in. to 5 in. wide, and the 
flame, smoke, and heated gases all pass downwards 
between these spaces and enter the longitudinal 
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flues, which extend along the bottom at both sides 
of the cockle-case. These smoke-flues should 
be about 9 in. by 6 in., and their upper sides 
are partially covered by two plates of iron, which 
so cover them as to leave a narrow open slit from 
three-fourths of an inch to one inch wide all the 
length of the cockle-case on both sides. These 
slits are the only places where the smoke can 
escape into the flues. These side flues communi- 
cate with another flue at the back, similar in size, 
but entirely covered on the- top. This last flue 




leads into the chimney. There must be a soot- 
door at one or both ends of this back flue, to 
enable it to be cleaned out. To clean out the 
longitudinal or side flues, there is a soot- 
door in the front, at each side of the furnace- 
door: and a rod with a handle at one ond, and a 
small rake at the other end, is made to slide 
along the narrow slit already described, which 
keeps it constantly clear of soot, by merely draw- 
ing out the handle occasionally when the tiro is 
replenished with fuel. 

(203.) The Are is entirely contained within the 
cockle, without any other outlet whatever for the 
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heated gases, flame, ami smoke, except tho two 
narrow slits left in the horizontal flues, already 
described. The cockle-case thus becomes beaten. 
Between the outside of the cockle-case and the 
brickwork which surrounds it, a vacant apace U 
left of from 4 in. to 6 in., extending entirely round 
tin: iron case; and at the lower part of this vacant 
spaee or air-chamber, a triple row of small pipes 
about 2 in. diameter, or 2 in. square, passes 
through the brickwork, and extends to within 
three-fourths of an inch of tho iron surface of the 
cockle-case. These pipes require to be numerous. 
The cockle-ease here shown and described is sup- 
posed to be about 5 feet wide, 5 feet long, and 5 feet 
bigh. Such a cockle would require about 150 to 
200 such pipes. The use of them is to bring 
fresh air into immediate contact with tho surface 
of the cockle; and when once it is brought in 
through these pipes, it cannot escape or return 
buck again, as these pipes, when thus placed, 
form as it were a trap, which prevents the return 
nf the air, and projects it against the highly- 
heated sides of the cockle. Tho air thus brought 
in passes over the entire surface of the cockle into 
the upper part of the air-chamber. Through the 
top of the brickwork, in tho upper part of this 
hot-air chamber, any required number of pipes of 
large diameter lead the heated air into the dif- 
ferent rooms to be wanned, passing through the 
necessary flues or channels provided for the pur- 
pose. These large hot-air pipes are so fixed in 
the brickwork as to extend quite through the hot- 
air chamber, until they reach within one inch of 
ilic surface of the iron cockle-case (fig. 45). By 
this means the air is prevented from too easy an 
escape from contact with the heated cockle which 
otherwise would occur. The numerous small 
tubes at the lower part of the cockle, which pro- 
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ject the cold air against the heated iron are also 
essentially necessary. They were nut used when 
the cockle-stove was first invented ; and Mr. 
Sylvester states that, in some stoves to which 
they were subsequently added, the heating power 
was just doubled when these induction pipes were 
used. 

(204.) It is obvious that this apparatus, when 
the furnace or fire-box is built inside the cockle- 
case, can only be used on a rather large scale. 
It can scarcely be made less than 4j to 5 feet 
square ; and perhaps the best form that can be 
used is a square base with a top in the form of 
a groined arch, so that the air may be easily 
brought in from all the four sides ; and a cockle- 
case of five feet square and five feet high would 
have a heating power equal to nearly 650 feet of 
four-inch pipe heated by hot-water. A smaller 
apparatus of this kind could be made if the furnace 
were constructed of cast iron, with merely a lining 
of fire-brick ; and in this way a cockle of about 
3j feet square might be used, but the furnace 
itself would probably not be very durable, in con- 
sequence of the thinness of the fire-brick. 

(205.) To estimate the power of this cockle- 
stove the experiments of Sir. Sylvester afford a 
very good guide. From these experiments, it 
appears that with his improved hot-air apparatus, 
or cockle-stove, 17 square feet of heating surface 
warmed 344,600 cubic feet of air 56° in twelve 
hours, with the consumption of 60 lbs. of coal. 
This is equal to 1,574 cubic feet of air raised 
1° per minute, when the consumption of coal was 
5 lbs. per hour, the heating-surface being 17 
square feet; or it is also equal to 321,626 cubic feet 
of air raised 1° by the combustion of 1 lb. of coal. 
If we compare these results with the calculations 
(Art. 99) for estimating the power of the hot- 
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water apparatus, we shall find that each square 
foot uf the cockle is equal in heating power to 
7 square feet of hot-water pipe. Therefore, in 
calculating the proper size of the cockle, we can 
either estimate it by the quantity of air required 
to be heated per minute, by Mr. Sylvesters rule, 
or we can ascertain bv the rules given (Art. 99 to 
111) the quantity of hot-water pipe required, and 
one-seventh of this quantity will be the proper 
superficies of the iron case of the stove to produce 
the same effect. 

(206.) The actual temperature of the cockle- 
stove itself can also be estimated withuut any 
great difficulty. If the radiating power of the 
stove is seven times that of hot- water pipes 
heated to 200" Fahrenheit, wo shall find by the 
experiments on cooling, giving by Petit and 
Duong, in Chapter XI. (Art. 227, et set/.), and by 
reducing the figures there given to Fahrenheit's 
loalej that 4'3 times the temporature of hot-water 
pipes will give seven times the effect; therefore 
hot-water pipes being (we will assume) at 200° or 
140° above the temperature of the air, the stove 
will be of the actual temperature of about 560° 
Fahrenheit to produce seven times the effect of 
hot-water pipes. As this kind of stove burns 
with rather a slow draught, it is probable that this 
statement of the temperature is not far from the 
truth. 

(207.) It must be borne in mind that in this 
form of apparatus the back and front of the 
cockle, as well as the sides, can be made avail- 
able for heating the air, if properly constructed 
and placed at a distance from any wall, and so 
arranged as to bring a supply of fresh air to act 
upon it on all sides. It should also be observed 
that this estimate of the heating power of the 
cockle, compared with hot-water pipes, must be 
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taken witli this limitation : That the usual mode 
of fixing hot-water pipes allows the air already 
in the room or building to be heated repeatedly 
by tho radiating surfaces; while with the cockle- 
stove it is always (except in some very peculiar 
eases not here contemplated) the external air 
which is brought into contact with the stove, to 
be heated to the required temperature. This 
will make a very considerable difference in the 
effect produced in heating any given building 
(Art. 1*32), whatever may be the nature of the 
heating surface. 

(208.) Another form of the cockle-stove was i 

vented by the son and successor of Mr. Sylvester, 

Fm. 47. 




about thirty years ago. It was subsequently 
adopted by Mr. Goldsworthy Gurnoy, and called 
by his name. It can be made of almost any 
size, and usefully employed in many cases. 
The invention consists of a castriron cockle, 
the outer side of which are a great number 
projecting-platcs extending to as much as fight 
ten, or even twelve, inches, beyond the surface 
the cockle, which is exposed to the direct acti 
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of the fire ; and by this means the radiating sur- 
faces are greatly increased in extent, and their 
temperature proportionally lowered. Fig. 47 
shows this kind of cockle-stove, which requires to 
be cased in brickwork, with a very free admis- 
sion of air to the external projecting plates. The 
air is admitted below the level of the furnace- 
door, and, after receiving the required warmth 
from the heated plates, is conveyed from the 
upper part of the cockle into channels or hot-air 
flues, and from thence conveyed into the various 
places to be heated. 

(209.) To estimate the heating power of these 
stoves, it is only necessary to ascertain the sur- 
face of the inner arch, which is exposed to the 
direct action of the fire. The projecting plates 
add nothing whatever to the heating power of 
tlie stove. They merely conduct the heat of the 
inner arch, and thereby rapidly lower its actual 
temperature, and thus, to a great extent, prevent 
the deleterious effects which result from the air 
coming into contact with intensely heated sur- 
faces. The actual heating effect, however, would 
be the same whether these projected plates were 
present or not, provided the air were made to 
impinge with sufficient force and rapidity against 
the intensely heated sides of the stove imme- 
diately in contact with the fire. 

(210.) The temperature of the cockle-stove with 
its slow combustion and isolated fire-box having 
been estimated at 560° Fahrenheit (Art. 206), 
we may well suppose that this stove, with the fire 
in actual contact with the sides of the inner 
arch of the stove, the temperature of the arch 
itself would be not less than 700" Fahrenheit, if 
the heat were not rapidly conducted away by the 
projecting plates. This temperature will make 
the heating effect of this stove ten times that of 
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hot-water pipes ; mid therefore, if we measure 
!ntii:il surface of the inner arch of this st 
Heaving on* the back, which is not used 
tlfflrifng the air), and multiply the number 
square fort thus found by ten, we shall have tl 
number of square feet of hot- water pipe that t 
be equal to toe nir&oe of this stove. 

It is difficult, however, to estimate the i 
power of this stove, because by making a vi 
tierce fire the effect may be increased so mm 
as to invalidate any ordinary calculation of ti 
power. This is not the case with a hot-wate 
apparatus, because there the limit to the tern 

f>erature of the heat-distributing surface is abs< 
utely fixed, and can never exceed the heat > 
boiling water. But with all hot-air stoves, thei 
is no absolute limit of this kind ; by skilful ■ 
unskilful treatment of the fire, the heating pow 
may be so greatly altered as to render any eulci 
lation uncertain. 

(211.) Another form of hot-air apparatus i 
some years since rather extensively used. In th 
year 183-1 a patent was taken out by M. Bernhard 
for a peculiar form of hot-air apparatus. Th 
inventor failed to carry out the invention beyom 
a very limited extent ; and in the year 1842 th 
same plan was again patented, with very littl 
variation, by Mr. Hazard, of Clifton. The genera 
form of this apparatus is shown, fig. 48. 

In this apparatus the smoke and products 
combustion pass from the furnace directly into 
a set of cast-iron tubes, generally five or six in 
number, which tubes form a long coil as shown in 
the figure. By the peculiar form given to thi 
coil, the various pipes, after passing iu a straigh 
line for 5 or 6 or 8 feet, enter into a cast-iron box 
(shown in the figure), and from thence through 
another set of pipes, again pass into another box 




The whole of these pipes arc then enclosed in a 
brick casing, into which cold air is admitted at 
the bottom, which, after passing upward, and 

successively coming into contact with the various 
pipes, finally escapes at the top of the case, highly 
heated, and is from thence conveyed into an 1 " 
building or room where it is required. 




DIFFICULTY OF HORIZONTAL FLUES. 

(212.) This plan of heating air is no doubt 
very economical ; and for many manufacturing 
and drying purposes it would possess very great 
advantages, if it were not for the extreme difficulty 
of cleaning the pipes from the soot. The cast-iron 
boxes which connect the pipes can be made to 
open at the ends, and possibly (though with much 
more difficulty) in the front also; but it scarcely 
appears possible effectually to clean out the pipes 
themselves, and tho constant dirt and extreme 
annoyance of the efforts to keep tho pipes clear 
necessarily disqualifies this apparatus for general 
use. Like many other patent inventions, this ap- 
paratus could boast of numberless certificates 
of high approval from parties of unquestioned 
veracity ; but, notwithstanding these testimonials, 
the use of this form of apparatus appears now 
to have entirely ceased. 

(213.) These several forma of hot-air appa- 
ratus are all subject to one general objection to 
their application. Whenever the furnace and 
heating-surfaces are placed at a distance from the 
place to be heated, and are not directly under it, 
there is great difficulty in conveying the heated 
air laterally through horizontal flues, unless the 
flues have first given to them a very great vertical 
height. This vertical height of flue gives velocity 
to the current of heated air ; and without this it is 
most difficult to make the current travel horizon- 
tally along the flues which are requisite to convey 
it to the different rooms. Mr. Sylvester, in his 
description of Mr. Strutt's hot-air cockle, states, 
that it is necessary to have the cockle and furnace 
from 20 to 30 feet below the rooms which arc to 
be heated, in order to obtain sufficient velocity of 
the air before it passes in a horizontal direction. 
It is almost impossible to obtain this depth for the 
furnace below the rooms which arc to be heated 



MULTr-TUBUI.AlC BOT-AJE APPARATUS. 211 

in any ordinary buildings, and unless, thare&ce, 
the furnace can be placed immediately under the 
place to be heated, tlio hot-air apparatus becomes 
L'xtTL'iiiL'Iy difficult of application. The only way 
to overcome the difficulty is to warm the horizontal 
flues by some extraneous means. When this can 
be done, the hot air travels readily through 
the horizontal flues, and when once the current 
has been established, it continues readily to flow. 
This is now sometimes dono by moans of hot- 
water pipes, which are laid in the horizontal flues ; 
and these pipes can bo heated by means of a 
coil of wrought-inm pipes passing through the 
furnace of tlio cockle-stove. The proper sizo of 
this subsidiary apparatus for warming the flues 
may bo easily ascertained. In very largo flues of 
from three to four feet square (or from nine to 
sixteen square feet area) two hot-water pipes of 
four inches diameter, laid the whole length of the 
flue, are sufficient ; and in smaller flues two pipes 
of 2 inches diameter will bo large enough for the 
purpose. The size of the coil to heat this pipe can . 
be easily ascertained by the rules given (Art. 71) 
for apportioning the size of boilers ; by which it 
will be seen that one superficial foot of coil placed 
in the furnace will be sufficient to heat from 40 to 
50 feet of 4-inch pipe in the flue, or twice that 
length of 2-inch pipe. 

(214.) Another apparatus fin- heating air to a 
moderate extent, and well suited for warming and 
ventilating purposes, is shown in figs. 49 and 50, 
It consists of a number of iron pipes of 10 to 15 
feet long, and about 2 or 2j inches diameter, 
fixed at each end into a tube-plate (fig. 49), and 
as close together as they can be easily placed. 
This scries of tubes, with its two end-plates, is then 
built into a furnace in such manner that the 
flame and heated gases shall act ;is extensively as 
p 2 
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(jesting power, therefore, it will be about equal to 
the Belper hot-air cockle ; but in economy of 
fuel it will be decidedly inferior. The apparatus 
will also require to be frequently cleared from 
soot, which will speedily condense upon the sur- 
face of the pipes, and most be removed through 
proper openings made in the sides and ends of 
the brick earning in which the tubes are enclosed. 

(•-JIG. J All these several forms of hot-air appa- 
ratus require a very free admission of air into 
the air-channels of the apparatus. Unless this 
be attended to in fixing tho stoves, the heating 
power will be greatly curtailed ; and therefore ii 
small close furnace-room, or stoke-hole, will ob- 
viously be improper for any of thcso previously 
described forms of apparatus. 

(217.) There is yet another form of hot-air 
apparatus which it may be desirable to mention, 
although it is solely applicable to manufacturing 
and drying purposes, and would be altogether 
unfit for warming buildings used for habitation. 
This apparatus has long been known and used in 
the manufacture of iron, under the name of the 
" hot-blast apparatus," It is very much like the 
apparatus described as "Bernhardt and Hazard's 
Patents," only that, instead of the smoke and 
heated gases passing through the pipes as in that 
arrangement, in this case it is the air which passes 
through the pipes, and the pipes themselves are 
heated in a furnace very much after tho fashion 
of a gas-retort. The form of the apparatus has 
undergone many changes, and it has been used 
in an infinite variety of shapes. It has some- 
times been used as a continuously coiled pipe, 
of rather large diameter; sometimes a number 
of small pipes branch out from a much larger pipe, 
and form an arch ; and sometimes a form almost 
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In all cobi's the air ta forced through the pipes by 
mechanical means, and the pipes themselves are 
heated externally in a sort of revcrberatory fur- 
nace. The pipes thus become red-hot, and the 
air in passing through them is heated to any 
required temperature, varying from 300° to 600° 
Fahrenheit.* For manufacturing purposes, this 
form of apparatus may sometimes be extremely 
useful, where motive power by a fan or otherwise 
can be obtained ; and enormous quantities of air 
can be heated by this means. The apparatus is 
subject to a considerable amount of wear and tear, 
in consequence of the great heat of tho furnace ; 
but by proper arrangement of the parts this 
may be considerably modified. 

(218. J The proportions of this form of appara- 
tus, to suit it for any of the ordinary purposes to 
which it may be applied, are not easily deduced 
from the experiments published respecting its 
application to iron manufacture. The velocity of 
the air passing through the pipes when the 
apparatus is used in the blast-furnaces, is from 
350 to 400 miles per hour ; the volume of heated 
air from 2,000 to 3,000 cubic feet per minute ; 
and the heated surfaces of the pipes from 1,200 
to 1,800 square feet. Those quantities are so 
enormous, and the alteration of any one of them 
so completely invalidates any calculation founded 
upon their joint effect, that no useful data can be 
drawn from them to apply the apparatus to any 
other purpose. Nevertheless, it is clear that 
where a motive-power for forcing air through 
the heated pipes can be employed, a very useful 
apparatus in this form might be obtained, which 
would be applicable for drying purposes, as the 

* See Dufrenoy's " Report o 
Works of England;" and al 
Murray. London, 1836. 
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I temperature of the blast may be regu- 
lated to almost any extent. 

(219.J The best mode of producing a blast of 
air for the purpose here described is by the fan 
described (Art. 303, et seq.). Where steam-power 
is used, this application will present no difficulty ; 
but unless some mechanical means of forcing 
the air through the tubes with considerable 
velocity can be employed, this form of apparatus 
would be utterly unsuitable When used in 
this way, there is no apparatus that can com- 
pare with it in power, wherever large volumes 
of intensely heated air are required for desiccat- 
ing purposes. For drying timber in very largo 
quantities ; for the rapid evaporation of moisture 
in many processes ; tor curing-stoves for animal 
substances ; and for many other purposes of 
manufacturing economy — this mode of heating 
and drying presents advantages of no inconsider- 
able extent, though, up to the present time, it 
has never been used in this manner. 

The deterioration of the air by passing over 
highly-heated metallic surfaces must not be lost 
sight of when considering any of the plans for 
hot-air apparatus. This part of the subject is 
fully treated on in Chapter 111., Part II., of this 
work, to which the reader is referred. 



CHAPTER XI. 



ON THE LAWS AND I'liENOMENA OF HEAT. 



Radiation and Conduction — General Law of Cooling Bodies ii 
Air and other Ga*es — Different Law for Conduction ana 
for Radiation— Effect by the Incidence of the Rays— 
Effects of Surface on Radiation— Effects of Colour— Effects 
of Roughness — ■Absorptive Power of Bodies for Heat — 
Conducting Power of Metals— ( Conducting Power of Wood 
— Conducting Power of Liquids — Cooling Influonce of 
Water and Air — Reflective Powers of Bodies— Specific 
Heat of Bcxlie.-i — Latent ITwit — Spontaneous Evaporation 
— Heat anil Cold by Condensation and Rarefaction of the 
Air — Motion of Liquids influenced by Heat — Effect of 
Heat on pSItoii gt.li of Materials. 

(220.) However various are the methods by 
which artificial heat is distributed in the warming 
of buildings, they are all reducible to certain 
rules, which constitute the primary laws of heat. 
These laws are very numerous, and some of them 
extremely complicated ; but they possess a very 
high degree of philosophic interest. They are 
far too extensive, however, to allow in this work 
even a bare outline of all the various phenomena 
to be given, which this branch of science exhibits. 
But in the present chapter such of the laws of 
heat as relate to the subject more immediately 
before us shall be stated, in order to afford a 
more ready and convenient reference to those 
who wish to study the scientific principles of 
wanning buildings by artificial heat. 
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(221.) There are four distinct properties of 
heat, which all bodies possess in a greater or less 
degree, which we shall Hist consider. These 
are, radiation, absorption, conduction, mid reflection. 
There are also others, which will l>e subsequently 
mentioned, such as the specific heat of bodies, 
their change of state, and other subjects con- 
nected with their chemical constitution. 

(223. J Heated bodies give oft' their caloric by 
two distinct modes — radiation and conduction. 
These are governed by different laws : but the 
rate of cooling by both modes increases con- 
siderably in proportion as tho heated body is of 
a greater temperature above the surrounding 
medium. This variation was long supposed to 
bi exactly proportional to the simple ratio of the 
excess of heat; that is to say, supposing any 
quantity of heat given oft' in a certain time at a 
specified difference of temperature, at double that 
difference twice the quantity of heat would be 
given oft" in the same time. This law was origi- 
nally proposed by Newton, in the Principia, and, 
although rejected as erroneous by some philo- 
sophers, it was followed by Richmann, Kraft, 
Dalton, Leslie, and many others ; and was 
usually considered to be nearly accurate, until 
the masterly and elaborate experiments of MM. 
Petit and Dulong proved that, although approxi- 
mately correct tor low temperatures, it becomes 
eitremely inaccurate at the higher degrees of 
beat. 

(223.) The cooling of a heated body, under 
ordinary circumstances, is evidently by the com- 
hined effects of radiation and conduction. The 
Conductive power of the air is principally owing 
to the extreme mobility of its particles, fur other- 
wine it is one of the worst conductors we are 
acquainted with ; so that when confined in such a 
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manner as to prevent its freedom of motion, it is 

a most useful non-conductor. 

(224.) The proportions which radiation and 
conduction bear to each other have, in general) 
been very erroneously estimated. Count Rumford 
considered the united effect, compared with radia- 
tion alone, was as five to three ; and Franklin 
supposed it to be as five to two. Dr. Murray also 
considered a certain relation existed between 
radiating and conducting powers. 

No such general law, however, can be deduced ; 
for the relative proportions vary with the tem- 
perature, and with the peculiar substance or sur- 
face of the heated body. For while the cooling 
effect of the air by conduction is the same on all sub- 
stances, and in all states of the surface of those sub- 
stances, radiation varies materially, according to 
the nature of the surface. 

(225.) The elaborate experiments of Petit and 
Dulong have placed on record a vast amount of 
most valuable information on this subject;* and 
by their researches some of the most important of 
the laws of heat have been deduced, The follow- 
ing abstract will give such of their deductions as 
are most applicable to the subject under inquiry. 

(226.) The influence of the air by its power of 
conduction varies with its elasticity or barome- 
tric pressure. The greater the elastic force, the 
greater also is its cooling power, according to the 
following law : When the elasticity of the air varies 
in a geometrical progression whose ratio is 2, its cool- 
ing power changes likewise in a geometrical progres- 
sion whose ratio is 1 - 366. 

The same law holds with all gases, as well as 
with atmospheric ah-; but the ratio of the pro- 
gression varies for each gas. 

Ph. 






* Ann. de Chimie, vol. vii., p. 113, tt seq.; and Annah of 
Philosophy, vol. xiii., ji. 112, tt stq. 
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(227.) To show the relative velocities of cool- 
ing, at different temperatures, the following Table, 
Constructed from the experiments of Petit unit 
UuloDg, is given. The first column shows the 
excess of temperature* of the heated body above 
the surrounding air ;t the second column shows 

Table YI. 



Eicefli of 
Temperature of 
the Thermometer 
nbove thnt of 

Centigrade Scale. 


Total Velocity 

of Cooling of the 

miked l!u !)i. 


Total Velocity 

of Csoling 
of Bulb covered 
with Silver- 
leaf. 


Amount of 
Cooling iluolo 
Conduction 

of the 
Air alone. 


260° 


2442 


10-96 


8-10 


M0° 


2112 


9-82 


7-11 


220" 


17-98 


8-69 


G*61 


200° 


I5'30 


7'57 


5-92 


180° 


13 '04 


G-57 


519 


160* 


10-7(1 


5'nO 


4-50 


1 Iff 


8-75 


4-61 


3-73 


120° 


6-83 


3-80 


311 


|0tf 


5-57 


306 


2*53 


80" 


4-15 


2':i2 


1-98 


60° 


2-86 


1T.0 


1-33 


40" 


1-74 


■y<! 


-80 


20" 


■77 


■42 


■34 


10" 


■37 


■19 


■14 



1 The temperatures in nil those experiments of Petit and 

r are expressed in degrees of the Centigrade thorino- 

As the zero of thia thermometer ia the freeing- point 

if water, and from that to the boiling-point of the same fluid 

" 00°, in order to find the number of degroea of Fahrenheit's 

3 -which unsworn to any given temperature of the Centi- 

; multiply the number of degrees of (Mitigrade by nine, 

[ divide the product by five ; add 32 to the quotient thus 

ained, and this sum will be the number of degrees of 

irmheit required. As, however, in the above Table, the 

iperatures given are only the excess, and not the absolute 

mperaturos, the 32" to be added by this rule must be 

t In these experiments, the temperature of the air was at 0° 
■ade, therefore these temperatures are both the excess 
o the absolute temperatures. 
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the rato of cooling of a thermometer with a pla: 
bulb ; and the third column gives the rate i 
cooling' when the bulb was covered with silvei 
leaf. The fourth column shows the amount da 
to the cooling of the air alone; and by deducting 
this from the second and third columns respec- 
tively, we shall find what is the amount of radia- 
tion under the two different states of surface, noticed 
at the top of the second and third columns, 

(228.) Some very remarkable effects may be 
perceived by an inspection of the above Table. 
It appears that the ratio of heat lost by contact 
of the air alone is constant at all temperatures ; 
that is, whatever is the .ratio between 40° and 80°, 
for instance, is also the ratio between 80° and 
160°, or between 100° and 200°. This law is 
expressed by the formula — 

v = n. *** 
where t represents the excess of temperature, and 
n a number which varies with the size of the heated 
body. In the case represented in the foregoing 
Table, »=- 000857. 

(229.) Another remarkable law is, that the cool- 
in;/ effect of tJie air is the same for the like excess of 
heat oil all bodies without regard to the particular 
state or nature of their surface. This was ascertained 
by Petit and Dulong, in a series of experiments 
not necessary here to detail, but which abundantly 
prove the accuracy of the deduction.* 

(230.) By comparing the second and third 
columns in the preceding Table, it will be imme- 
diately perceived that the loss of heat by radiation 
(deducting the cooling by conduction of the air, 
given in the fourth column) varies greatly with the 
nature of the radiating surface; though, whatever 
be the nature of the surface, the loss of heat follows 
the same laio in all cases, though in a different ratio. 
* Amah of Philosophy, vol. xiii. 
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should be observed that in tins Tabic the 
d, third, and fourth columns show the 
number of degrees of heat which were lust per 
minute by the body which was the subject of 
experiment; and, therefore, these numbers repre- 
sent the relocify of cooling. 

When the numbers in the last column are 
deducted from those in tho second and third 
columns, the difference will show the loss of heat 
by radiation for the plain and silvered bulb re- 
spectively ; the fourth column being tho loss by 
conduction of tho air, which is the same for all 
surfaces. It will immediately bo perceived, 
therefore, that the loss of heat by conduction and 
by radiation bear no constant ratio to each other. 
But, while conduction proceeds by a regular geome- 
trical progression, radiation follows another law, 
viz., when a body cools in vacuo, surrounded by a 
Hum whose temperature is constant, the velocity of 

ding, for excess of temperature in arithmetical pro- 
gression, increases as the terms of a geometrical pro- 
gression, diminished by a constant quantity. This 
law is represented by the formula— 

V=m. ««(«'— 1) 

where a is the constant quantity for all bodies= 
1 '0077 ; t the excess of temperature of the radia- 
ting body : fl the temperature of the surrounding 
medium ; and m a co-efficient, which varies with 
the size and nature of the radiating body, to be 
determined for each particular case. It will 
likewise appear that, when we compare the total 
cooling of two different surfaces, the law is more 
rapid at low temperatures, and less rapid at high 
temperatures, for the body which radiates the 
least, in comparison with that which radiates with 

L greater power. 
(231.) But the cooling of a body by conduction 
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of the air (lifters from the effect of radiation in a 
remarkable manner, in this particular— that, 
while the ratio of loss by conduction continues the 
same for the same excess of temperature, wftatrivr be 
the ubsolute temperatures of the air and heated body ; 
radiation increases in velocity, for like excess of 
temperature, when the absolute temperatures of the air 
and heated body increase. The following Table 
shows the law of cooling by radiation, for the same 
body, at different temperatures : — 
Table VH. 



Exoosa of 


Velocity of f'onliiiK ivhta (he aiiiTuiuidmg Medium is Ql 


T em ]>■>!■; ill i re 

oftha 
Thermometer. 


the iint]'.-r:!,*.r:i::.:iii.'l Irui^rnturefl. 


0° 


20° 


40° 


" CO 


220° 


8-81 


10-41 


11-98 


_ 


200° 


7-40 


8-58 


1001 


11-64 


180° 


6-10 


7-04 


8-20 


9-55 


160° 


4-89 


5*67 


6-61 


7-68 


140" 


3-88 


4-57 


5-32 


614 


120° 


3-02 


3-56 


4-15 


4-84 


100* 


2' 30 


2-74 


316 


3*68 



It will be observed in this Tahle that, when 
the absolute temperatures of the surrounding 
medium and radiating' body are increased 20° of 
Centigrade, the difference between their temperatures 
continuiny the same, the velocity of cooling is 
multiplied by 1-165, which is the mean of all the 
ratios in the above Table, experimentally deter- 
mined. 

(232.) The total cooling of a body by radiation 
and conduction, then, we shall find to be repre- 
sented, under all circumstances, by this formula — 

in . a" («' — 1) + n.t h 
The quantities « and b arc constant for all bodies, 
and under all circumstances ; the first being = 
1-0077 and the latter =1 '233. The co-efficient 
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JM will depend on the size and nature of the heated 
surface, as well as upon the nature of the sur- 
rounding medium. The co-efficient n is inde- 
pendent of the absolute temperature, as well as of 
the nature of the surface of the body; but will 
vary with the elasticity and nature ot the gafl in 
which the body is plunged : t is the excess of 
temperature of the heated body, nnd e the tem- 
perature of the surrounding medium. 

(233.) The fact, already adverted to, that the 
ratio of cooling of those bodies that radiato least 
is more rapid at low temperatures, and less rapid 
at high temperatures, than those bodies that 
radiate most, is perhaps one of tho most remark- 
able of the laws of cooling. It was first deduced 
experimentally by Potit and Dalong, and it may 
be mathematically proved from their formula'.* 
It appears, however, that, when the total cooling 
of two bodies is compared, the law is more rapid 
at low tompcratures for the body which radiates 
least, and less rapid for tho same body at high 
temperatures ; though separately, for conduction 
and for radiation, the law of cooling is, for the 
former, irrespective of the nature of the body, and 
for the latter, that all bodies preserve, at every 
difference of temperature, a constant ratio in 
their radiating power. 

(234.) To revert to the first Table in this 
chapter. We find the total cooling at 60° and 
120° (of Centigrade) to be about as 3 to 7 ; at 60° 
and 180°, as 3 to 13 ; and at 60° and 240, as 3 to 
21 : whereas, according to the old theory of 
Newton; they should have been respectively as 
3 to 6 ; as 3 to 9 ; and as 3 to 12. But we find 
that the deviation increases greatly with the 
increase of temperature, and that when the excess 
of temperature of the heated body above the 
f Annuls of Philotopliy, vol. xiii., p. ;J35. 
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surrounding -air is as high as 240° of Centigrade 
(432° of Fahrenheit), the real velocity of cooling 
is nearly double what it would appear to be by 
the old and imperfect theory, varying, howevi 
with the nature of the surface. 

(235.) But radiant heat is subject to other la - 
besides those we have yet considered. Rays of 
heat diverge in straight lines from every part of 
a heated surface, and likewise from extremely 
minute depths below the surface of hot bodies, 
being subject to the laws of refraction, the same 
as light. The intensity of these rays decreases as 
the square of the distance, and the emission of the 
rays is greatest in a line perpendicular to the 
surface. The same law obtains here, also, as with 
light — that the effect of the ray is as the sine of 
the angle which it forms with the surface from 
which it emanates.* This law of the sines, first 
discovered experimentally by Leslie, suggests a 
practical caution connected with the subject before 
us, namely, that the shape of the pipes used to 
warm a building is not wholly unimportant ; for, 
if flat pipes be used, and they be laid horizontally, 
the major part of the radiated heat from the upper 
surface will bo received on the ceiling, and 
therefore will produce but little beneficial effect. 
The loss sustained in this way will be greater in 
proportion to the higher temperature of the pipes ; 
for it will be seen by the Table at the beginning 
of this chapter, that the relative proportion which 
radiation bears to conduction increases with the 
temperature: at the ordinary temperature of hot- 

* This law is thuB stated by Fourier : " The rays of heat 
which issue under different angles from the same point of the 
surface of anybody, have an intensity which decreases propor- 
tionally to the sine of the angle formed by their direction with 
the plane tangential to the surface at the point of emission." — 
Londonand ]£<li»bitr>ih l'!iihinnphii;d J/at/asine, vol. ii., p. 104; 
also, Report, British Scientific Aa.\oriiitin», vol. iv. (1835), p. 22. 
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water pipes, about one-fourth the total cooling is 
due to radiation. 

(236.) The radiation of heat, we have already 
seen, is greatly either iuereased or diminished 
according to the nature of the surface of the 
radiating body. Professor Leslie bus given the 
following as the relative powers of radiation by 
different substances : * 





Tablk vm. 


Lamp-black . 


. 100 


Tarnished Lead . 


"Water (by esttma 


te) . 100 


Thin Film of Jelly {one 


Writing taper 


. 98 


rjiiiirfiT of former) . 


Begin . 


. 96 


Tin scratched with Sand- 


Sealing- wax. 


95 


paper 


Crown Glass 


. 90 


Mercury 


China Ink . 


88 


Clean Load . 


Ice 


. 8.'. 


Iron, polished 
Tin l'late . 


Red Lead 


80 


IsingliisB 


80 


Gold, Silver, and Copper 
Thin Larainro of Gold, 


lluiiit'ii^n . 


75 


Thick Film of Oil 


. 59 


SilvnlV.rO'il.IierLcuf, 


Film of Jelly 


. 54 


on Glass . 


Thinner Film of C 


il 51 





(237.) It is very generally supposed that colour 
has a considerable influence on radiant heat, and 
also upon the absorption of heat, the two effectB 
being similar and equal. Sir Humphrey Davy, 
by exposing surfaces of various colours to the 
heat of the sun, proved experimentally^ that 
the absorbing power of different colours was in 
this order : black, blue, green, red, yellow, and 
white ; black being the best, and white the worst 
absorbent. In this order, then, wc should expect 
to find the radiating powers of different colours, 
and that by painting a body with a dark colour 
we should increase its power of radiation. This, 

* LeBlie, On neat, pp. 81— HO. 

t Beddoe'a Contribution*, p. 44; also, Dr. Stark's " R e - 
Bearches on Heat," Philosophical Transactions, 183-1 ; and 
Rtptrlory of ArU, 1834, pp. 257, 312. 
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the 



and there 



however, 

strongest reasons for supposing that the absorp- 
tion and radiation of simple heat — -that is, heat 
without light, or heat from bodies below lumi- 
nosity— aro wholly irrespective of colour, and 
depend upon the nature ot the surface. 

(238.) By comparing the results given in the 
above Table, it will appear that the radiation of 
heat bears no relation to colour, when the radiat- 
ing body is below the temperature of boiling 
water. By the Table it appears that lamp-black 
and white paper are nearly equal in power; while 
Indian ink is much less, and black-lead still lower 
in the scale ; though, as far as colour only is con- 
cerned, these last are nearly the same as lamp- 
black. Professor Powell considers, as also did 
Leslie, that softness may probably tend to increase 
the radiation of simple heat ;* and the former 
found that a thermometer-bulb coated with a 
paste of chalk was affected (by this kind of heat — 
that is, heat below luminosity) even more than a 
similar one coated with Indian ink ; but the same 
result does not occur with luminous hot bodies. - !" 
Professor Bache has likewise made an extensive 
series of experiments on this subject, which con- 
firm this result.} The experiments of Leslie 
proved that radiation proceeds not only from the 
surface of bodies, but also from small depths below 
the surface ; and therefore the thickness of coat- 
ing of any good radiating substance materially 

* It is necessary to distinguish particularly between, simpl* 
heat from bodies of a limited temperature and that which is 
given, off from /uiniii'i/ix hot boding. From these latter, the 
experiments of Nobili and Melloni prove the existence of two 
distinct kinds of heating rays given off at the same time from 
the same body. 

t Professor Powell's "Report oe Heat," British Seitrttijk 
Association, vol. i., p. 279. 

\ Ibid., vol. is. (1840), p. 18. 
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affects the results, as may be observed by the 
above Table.* The thickness which produces 
the greatest effect, however, probably varies with 
different substances ; and it is therefore necessary 
to separate this effect from anything merely re- 
sulting from the colour of the heated body. 
Professor Powell, after an elaborate examination 
of all the phenomena attending the heat received 
from the sun, is of opinion that there is no simple 
radiant heat received by us from the sun's rays; 
and that the simple radiant heat, which no doubt 
is initially radiated from the sun, is absorbed by 
the atmosphere of that luminary, some small 
portion, perhaps, which escapes being stopped in 
tho higher regions of our own atmosphere.^" The 
experiment of Sir H. Davy, on the absorption 
and radiation of solar heat by different colours, is 
therefore not applicable to the case of simple heat, 
or such heat as is given out by bodies below 
luminosity. And in conformity with this view is 
the experiment of Scbeele, in which he found 
that if two thermometers tilled with alcohol, one 
red and the other colourless, were exposed to the 
sun's rays, the coloured one would rise in tem- 
perature much more rapidly than the other ; 
but if they were both plunged into the same 
vessel of hot water, they rose equally in equal 
times. 

(239.) We are fully justified, then, from these 
and other analogous experiments, in drawing the 
conclusion, that the radiation of simple heat is not 
influenced by the colour of the heated body. Any dif- 
ference which appears to obtain in this respect 
is, therefore, solely referrible to the nature of the 
colouring substance. 

(240.) The effect of roughness of the surface 



* Leslie, Ob Heat, pp. 106—110. 

f Report of the British Scientific Associa 



, vol. i., p. 290. 
Q 2 
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was also investigated by Sir J. Leslie ; and 1 
found that either tarnished surfaces, or such as 
are roughened by emery, by the file, or by draw- 
ing streaks or lines with a graving tool, always 
had their power of radiation considerably in- 
creased.* The accuracy of this deduction had 
not been questioned until sonic recent experi- 
ments of M. Mclloni ; by which it has been ascer- 
tained that this increased effect from roughened 
surfaces is not a general law, but is only a parti- 
cular result, for which another explanation must 
be sought. M. Melloni experimented with four 
plates of silver, two of which, when cast, were 
left in their natural state, without hammering;, 
and the other two were planished to a high 
degree under the hammer. All the plates were 
then finely polished with pumice-stone and char- 
coal ; ana after this one of each of the pairs 
of plates was roughened by rubbing with coarse 
emery paper in one direction. The quantity of 
heat radiated from these plates was as follows: — 

Hammered and polished plate . . . 10° 
,, and roughened „ . . 18" 

Cast and polished plate .... 137 
„ and roughened ,,.... 11'3° 

In comparing these effects, it appears that the 
hard hammered plato increased in radiating 
power four-fifths by roughening its surface ; while 
the soft cast plate lost nearly one-fifth of its 
power by the same process. M. Melloni, there- 
fore, draws the conclusion that the roughness of 
the surface merely acts by altering the superficial 
density, and that this will vary according as the 
body is of a greater or less density previous to 
the alteration of its surface by roughening, f 

* Leslie, On Heat, p. 81, &c. 

f Melloni, "On Emissive Power of Bodies," &o., Comptei 
Rendu* de I' Academic des ficirt/ci's, ami Kilinhanili J'i'ilumphical 
Journal, 1838. 
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(241.) It was deduced from experiments by 
Leslie that the absorptive power of bodies for boat 
was very nearly proportional to the radiative 
power ; * and Dr. Ritchie has subsequent!? 
proved that these effects are precisely equal to 
each other.f 

(2-12.) The velocity with which heat enters into 
and quits any body is supposed to be equal, 
though this velocity is different for each different 
body. On this property of bodies with regard to 
heat many of the experiments have been founded 
which constitute the laws of heat. It has also 
been established, by the experiments of MM. 
Melloni and Nobili, that the radiating powers of 
surfaces, for simple heat, arc in the inverse order of 
their conducting powers. It follows, therefore, that 
neither the radiating powers nor the conducting 
powers of bodies will discover their actual rate of 
cooling comparatively with any other body. 

(243.) We might be led to conclude, from all 
that precedes, that those metals which are the 
worst conductors would be the most proper for 
vessels or pipes for radiating heat ; because we 
find that the heat lost by contact of the air is the 
same for all bodies, while those which radiate 
most, or are the worst conductors, give out more 
heat in the same time than those bodies which 
radiate, least, or are good conductors. Such would 
bo the ease if the vessels were infinitely thin ; but, 
as this is not possible, the slow conducting power 
of the metal opposes an insuperable obstacle to 
the rapid cooling of any liquid contained within 
it, by preventing the exterior surface from reach- 
ing so high a temperature as would that of a 
more perfectly conducting metal, under similar 
circumstances ; thus preventing the loss of heat, 

* Leslie, On Heat, $c, pp. 19—98. 

+ Journal of the Royal Institution, vol. v., p. 305. 
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both by contact of the air and by radiation, the 
effect of both being proportional to the excess of 
heat of the exterior surface of the heated body. 
If a leaden vessel were infinitely thin, the liquid 
contained in it would cool sooner than in a similar 
vessel of copper, brass, or iron : but the greater 
the thickness of the metal, the more apparent 
becomes the deviation from this rule ; and, as the 
vessels for containing water must always have 
some considerable thickness, those metals which 
are the worst conductors will oppose the greatest 
resistance to the cooling of the contained liquid, 
although apparently in opposition to the rosult of 
the preceding; experiments. 

It is difficult on these grounds to account for 
the effect which lead-paint has in preventing the 
free radiation of caloric from bodies coated with 
it ; because, in this case, the lead must be ex- 
tremely thin, and ought, therefore, to increase 
the amount of radiation. The effect probably 
arises from the total change of state which the 
lead undergoes by its chemical combination with 
the carbonic acid, in the process of making it 
into white lead. Practically, it is found to have 
an injurious tendency on the free radiation of 
heat from most bodies, varying, however, with 
their radiating powers. On a good radiator, its 
effects is the most injurious; on a bad one, less 
so : but its use should be avoided as much as 
possible in all cases where the free radiation of 
heat is the object in view. 

(244.) Various experiments have been made by 
Richmann, Ingenhausz, and Dr. Uure, to ascer- 
tain the conducting power of metals. Dr. Ure's 
results, which differ hut little from the others, 
place the metals in the following order as regards 
their conducting power namely — silver he found 
by far the best conductor ; next copper ; and then 
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brass, tin, and wrought iron, nearly equal ; then 
cast iron and zinc ; and lead he found by tar the 
worst of all.* 

(245. ) The only accurate experiments, however, 
which have been made on this subject are those 
by M. Despretz,t which give the following re- 
sults: — 

Table IX. 



Gold 


. 1000 


Tin 


30-39 


Plati-aa . 


. 98-10 


Lead 


17-96 


Silver . 


. 9790 


Marble . 


2 36 


Copper . 


89*82 


Porcelain 


1-22 


Iron 


37 43 


Fire-brick 


1 14 


Zinc 


. 36-30 
„ ._: „ 







This Table gives a very useful practical enun- 
ciation of the value of different substances as con- 
ductors of heat. But to ascertain the absolute 
conducting power of the various substances is 
extremely difficult ; the preceding Table obviously 
only shows their relative conducting powers. Ex- 
periments, however, have been made on the 
absolute conducting powers of some substances, 
which ore of considerable practical value, although 
they leave much yet to be desired. 

(246.) M. Biot ascertained the conducting power 
of a bar of iron, by plunging one end of it into a 
bowl of mercury heated to 1021° Centigrade (216° 
Fahrenheit), and ranging along the bar eight 
thermometers at various distances from each other. 
The observations were made after the temperature 
became permanent ; the air during the experiment 
was 16j° Centigrade (01° Fahrenheit), and the 
results were as follow :— 
* Tire's Dictionary of Chemistry, Art. " Caloric." 
f Despretz, Trmti de Physique, p. 201 ; and Quarterly Journal 
of Science, vol. xiv., p. 220. Professor Daniel ( Chemical Philo- 
tophy, p. 107) places platina much lower in the scale than 
St. Despretz. See also experiments by Calvert, Proceedings of 
Royal Society, vol. is., p. 170 (for March, 1858). 
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Distance 


Excess of 


Distance 


Excess of 


No. of 


from 


Temperature 




Temperature 


Thermometer. 


Mercury, 


above the Air 


Mercury, 


above the Air, 




Decimeters. 


Centigrade. 


Inches. 


Fahrenheit. 





() 


86-25* 





155° 


1 


2115 


29-375 


8-326 


53 


2 


3115 


17-5 


12-263 


SI* 


3 


4-009 


11-25 


15-783 


20 


4 


4-970 


7-1875 


19-566 


13 


5 


5-902 


4-0875 


23-236 


8 


6 


7-777 


2-1875 


30*618 


4 


7 


9-671 


1-25 


38074 


2 


8 


11-556 


Insensible. 


45-495 


Insensible . 



In this Table, the first column gives the num- 
bers of the thermometers in their regular order ; 
the second column gives the distance of each 
thermometer from the source of heat, viz., the bowl 
of mercury ; and the third column gives the excess 
of temperature of the thermometers above that 
of the atmosphere, measured by the Centigrade 
scale. The fourth and fifth columns are the same 
as the second and third, only the measures are 

f'ven according to the English scales, instead of 
e French. 

(247.) A similar experiment,* in which the 
source of heat was melted lead, is given in the 
following Table. The temperature of the air was 
18-125° Centigrade (64£° Fahrenheit), and that of 
the iron bar was not taken until it had been ex- 
posed to the heat of the lead for several hours, in 
order to ensure permanence of temperature. 

(248.) A third experiment, also by M. Biot, was 
made with a bar of copper, plunged at one extre- 

* Por these experiments, see Blot's Trniti dt Physique, torn e 
iv., p. 670, etseq. Also, Report*, British Scientific Association, 
vol. x. (1841), p. 15, etseq. 
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No. of 




Temperature 








Extremity, 


above the Alt, 


Extremity, 








Centigrade. 


Inch*". 


Fahrenheit. 


1 


2-230 


76-875° 


878 


138-37" 


2 


3-230 


47-187 


1271 


8493 


3 


4120 


29-375 


16-22 


52-87 


4 


5 081 


17»I2 


2000 


3206 





6-028 


10'625 


2373 


19-12 


6 


7-899 


3-750 


3109 


6-75 


7 


9783 


1-562 


38-51 


2-73 



inity into melted lead. It had fourteen thermo- 
meters ranged along it, of which, however, only 
eleven were available. The unit of distance waa 
101 millimeters,* and the temperature of the air 
was 15'7o° Centigrade (tiOj" Fahrenheit). 
(249.) Some experiments by M. Despretz, - ]" 







Excess of 






No. of 




Ti'TiipiTHHiri; 




Temperature 




Extremity. 


ibove the Air 


Extremity, 


it id vi> the Air, 




llmitlr;t(r.H, 


CentigraJi!. 


Inches. 


Fahrenheit. 


4 


5-25 


80-50° 


20-87 


144-9° 


5 


6-25 


65-75 


24-85 


118-3 


6 


7-25 


5375 


28-82 


96-7 


7 


8-25 


43-75 


32*80 


787 


8 


9-25 


3550 


36-77 


63-9 


9 


11 25 


2400 


44-73 


43-2 


10 


13-25 


15-70 


52-68 


28-2 


11 


15-25 


11 00 


60-63 


19*8 


12 


17-25 


7-50 


68-58 


13-5 


13 


19-25 


5-25 


76-53 


9*4 


14 


21-25 


3-75 


84-49 


67 



* The millimeter is 03937 of an inoh English r 
and therefore the 101 millimeters are equal to 3-97637 inches. 
| Traitt de Phyaique, par M. Despretz. 
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similar to tlie preceding, and extending also to 
other substances, are contained in the following 
Table. In these experiments the distance between 
each of the consecutive thermometers was 10 cen- 
timeters (3-937 inches English), and the tempera- 
tures are given by the Centigrade scale. 



Eiceas of 


No. of the Thermometer!. 


Temperature 
Of 


^iiB Air 










Centigrade Seals. 










Centigrade. 


Copper . . 


66-3646-28 


■JiMtf 


24-3218-63 


1618 


17-08 


Iron 


12-9 


36-6S 


20-52 


12-32 8-It 


6-61 


17-34 


Pewter . . 


U"«l 


It'll 


21-52 


15-55 


— 


— 


17-34 


Zinc . 


wn 


1H-0S 


2A-4.1 


1 /■!*;■ 


— 


— 


5-62 


Lead . 


WHS 


29-42 


u-»;i 


y-fls 


— 


— 


1712 


Marble . . 


68-S1 


6-0S 


195 


1-47 


— 


— 


17-15 



In all these experiments the substances were 
exposed to the cooling influence of the air. In 
Mr. Kelland's Report on the Laws of Conduction of 
Heat, made to the British Scientific Association 
(vol. x.), the mathematical formulas of MM. 
Fourier, Libri, Poisson, and others, are given at 
considerable length, for estimating the conducting 
powers for heat; but they are not suitable for 
insertion here. 

(250.) Experiments on the same plan as the 
preceding were made by MM. Delarive and Con- 
dolle on the conducting power of wood : the re- 
sults are given in the following Table.* They 
show the difference in conducting power, accord- 
ing to the direction of the fibre. The bars of 
wood were about five inches long, one and a half 
inch broad, and one inch thick. The first ther- 
mometer was three centimeters (one and one- 

* Ann. de Chimie, vol. xL, p. 91 ; and Quarterly Journal of 
Science, vol. xxvii., p. 188. 
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eighth inch English) from the end; and the others 
were two centimeters (three-quarters of an inch 
English) apart from each other. The tempera- 
tures given are the excess above the atmosphere, 
at the respective distances from the heated end. 







Table XIV. 












No. of Thennoaielen, Ceotigrad 


Settle. 












1 


2 


3 


4 


6 


Walnut . 


:\W* 


8013 


43'0 


19-63 


9-19 


518 


Oak . . 


817 


41-2 


175 


7-2 


3-7 


Fir . . 


84-0 


3925 


20-6 


8-5 


37 


Poplar . 


79'8 


34-2 


14-2 


6-2 


2-8 


Walnut . 


■(M & 


99-5 


37-43 


13-9 


6*0 


3'25 


Oak . . 


79-3 


22 -75 


75 


3-8 


2-4 


Fir . . 


■) il°l 


70-9 


13*8 


4-5 


2.S 


1-9 


Poplar . 


.[&* * 


78-5 


13-75 


844 


1-56 


1-0 



(251.) Fluids, both in the liquid and aeriform 
state, are bad conductors of heat, unless they have 
perfect freedom of motion, in which case they 
become far better conductors than solids, on 
account of the extreme mobility of their particles.* 
Water, under these circumstances, is a far better 
conductor of heat than any of the metals (except 
mercury) ; and air, particularly when charged 
with moisture, is also an excellent conductor, 
under like circumstances. Count Rumfonl made 
some experiments to ascertain the cooling power 
of different fluids, based upon the principle that 
their conducting power and absorbing power are 
equal. t The mode of operating was to enclose a 

* In foriform fluids, radiant heat is transmitted with, 
extreme rapidity without any visible motion of the particles; 
but this is a very different case to that stated in the text. 

f Eumford's Ea&itys, voL ii., p. 425. 
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thermometer in a glass balloon filled with the par- 
ticular substance of which the conducting power 
waa to be ascertained ; and to place it first in 
freezing water, and then plunge it into boiling 
water. The respective times required to raise the 
thermometer from 0° to 70° Reaumur were sup- 
posed to indicate the conducting powers of the 
different substances, which would therefore be 
their cooling powers upon any heated body placed 
in them. The following Table shows the results 
of these experiments, the times being given in 
minutes and seconds. 

Tablk XV. 



Suhstancm. 


Tiniea of Cooling. 


Ratio of 
Conducting 


Mercury 

Common Air .... 
Rarefied Air, density £ . 
Do. do. sV . 
Torricellian Vacuum 


f/-36* 
1-51'' 

l'-57" 
T-36" 

r-3i" 
r-5i" 

10' -53" 


1000 
330 
313 
80-41 

80-23 

78 

55 



These experiments, however, are by no means 
conclusive ; and there is every reason to believe 
that, by varying the method of the experiment, 
a vast difference would be found in the results. 
The glass balloon which surrounded the ther- 
mometer was only one inch and a half diameter, 
the thermometer itself being half an inch dia- 
meter. This space was far too small to allow a 
free and rapid motion among the particles of the 
various media which were the subject of experi- 
ment ; and therefore the conducting powers of the 
liquids, winch have less facility of motion among 



PHENOMENA OF HEAT. 237 

their particles than the aeriform fluids, appear far 
less than they really are. Dr. Osborne ascertained 
the refrigerating power of water compared with 
air of the .same temperature to be as 14 to 1,* 
while Ruinford's experiments show it to be less 
than four to one : but there is reason to believe 
that, when due provision is made for allowing 
perfect mobility among the particles of water, the 
cooling power of water will be very much greater 
than the amount even which is stated by Dr. 
Osborne;! an( l Leslie states that water at the 
boiling-point conducts heat five times more ra- 
pidly than the same fluid when near the freezing- 
point. J 

(252.) The power of reflection in all bodies is 
inversely as their radiating power, as was ex- 
perimentally determined by Leslie.§ The follow- 
ing Table shows the reflective power of different 
substances. 

* Reportiof th» British Scientijtn Association, vol. iv. (1835), 
p. 96. 

| Some experiments of the author led him to conclude that 
the conducting power of boiling water, compared with air, was 
fully double the amount stated by Dr. Osborne ; and these 
agreed so well with the experiments of Mr. Parkes, already 

Suoted (Art. 73, note), that the author was induced to adopt 
le proportion of 28 to 1 aa the cooling power of water and air, 
in an extensive and peculiar apparatus wludi required the 
cooling powers of these media to be properly adjusted. The 
result has proved that the pooling power of water is fully 
equal to this estimate ; but it is probable that the relative 
conducting power varieB with the temperature of the heated 
body. For unless the temperature be sufficiently high to give 
free motion to the particles of water, the Cooling power will be 
reduced; while the same difference cun scarcely occur in the 
air, in consequence of the extreme mobility of the particles. 
The diminished adhesion of liquids by increased temperature 
has been experimentally determined by Dr. TJre. (See 
Art. 264.) 

J Leslie, On Heat and Moisture, p. 17. 
§ Leslie, On Heat, pp. 20 and 98. 
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Table XVI. 


Brass . 


. 100 Lead .... 


Silver . 


90 ' Tinfoil softened by Mer- 


Tinfoil . 


85 ' cury .... 


Block Tin . 


80 Glftas .... 


Steel . 


70 | Glass coated with Wax 



(253.) The specific heat of different substances 
is a subject of considerable importance, as con- 
nected with the heating of buildings ; for on the 
theory of specific heat is based many of the cal- 
culations for ascertaining the proportions of the 
various apparatus employed. 

(254.) Every substance contains a certain dis- 
tinctive quantity of heat, called the specific heat 
of that particular body, which can be ascertained 
by mixing together (with proper precautions) 
known quantities of different substances. Thus, 
if a certain weight of quicksilver, one pound for 
instance, of the temperature of 40°, be mixed 
with the same weight of water, of the temperature 
of 156°, the resulting temperature will be 152-3"; 
so that the water will lose 3 , 7°of temperature, and 
the quicksilver will be raised 112 - 3°. Or, if a 
pound of water at 100° be mixed with a pound of 
oil at 50°, the resulting temperature will be 83'5°, 
and not 75°, which would be the mean tempera- 
ture of the two. Thus it appears that the same 
quantity of heat that will raise a pound of water 
1° will raise the temperature of a pound of oil 2°, 
or a pound of mercury 23° ; and so of other sub- 
stances, which all possess a capacity for caloric, 
each peculiar to itself. The following Table 
shows the 'specific heat of some of the principal 
substances which have been ascertained, chiefly 
from tho experiments of Berard and Delaroche, 
and Petit and Dulong. They are all referred to 
water, as the standard, and are supposed to be 
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the quantity of heat contained in equal weights of 
the several substances.* 

Table XVII. 



Water . 


. 1-0000 


Oxygen . 


0-2361 


Aqueous vapour . 0-8470 


Carbonic Acid . 


0-2210 


Alnohnl 


. 0-7000 


Carbonic Oxide 


0-2884 


Ether 


. 0'6600 


Charcoal . 


0-2631 


Oil . 


. 0*5200 


Sulphur . 


0-1850 


Air. 


. 0-2669 


Iron (wrought) 


01100 


Hydrogen 


. 8*2936 


Mercury . 


00330 




, 0-2754 


Platinum 


0-0314 


Oxide of Azote 


. 0-2369 


Gold 


0*0298 



(255.) It has, however, been much questioned 
whether the several substances possess the same 
capacity for heat at all temperatures; and MM. 
Petit and Dulong, as also Dr. Dalton, appear to 
have established the fact that the capacity for 
heat of every substance increases with the tem- 
perature ; or, in other words, that the quantity 
of heat given out by any body, in cooling a given 
number of degrees, is greater at high tempera- 
tures than at low temperatures. The following 
Table exhibits the specific heat of several bodies 
between the temperatures of 0° and 100°, and also 
between 0° and 300° of Centigrade. 
Tabu- XVIII. 

















Mean Capacity 












Centigrade. 


Centigrade. 


Iron .... 


■1098 


•1218 


Mercury 








0330 




D350 


Zinc 








0927 




1015 


Antimony 








0607 




0549 










0557 




0611 


Copper 








0949 




1013 


Platinum 








0335 




0355 


Glaus 






•1770 


■1900 



* A further list will be found in Table V-, Appendix. 




(256.) But independent of the sensible heat o 
bodies as ascertained by direct measurement 
when any change of state occurs, as from the 
solid to the liquid, and from the liquid to the 
aeriform, or vice vend, certain quantities of heat 
enter into or quit the respective substances, 
which, not being directly measurable by the 
thermometer, have been termed latent heat. Ice 
at 32° requires 140° of heat to enter into com 
bination with it before it assumes the liquh 
state ; and it then becomes water, though stil 
only at the temperature of 32". And water at 
212° requires 1000" degrees of heat to enter into 
combination with it before it assumes the state of 
steam, though in the latter state it still only 
shows a thermometric temperature of 212°. The 
following Table gives the quantity of heat ren- 
dered latent when certain solids assume the liquid 
state and certain liquids assume the state of 
vapours : the degrees are those of Fahrenheit's 
thermometer. 

Table XIX. 



Of Liquids : by Dr. Irvine. 


Of Vapours : by Dr. Ure. 


Water . 


140° 


Vapour of Water at 212°, 1000° 


Sulphur . 


143-7 


„ Alcohol . 457 


PpHi'inaceti 


14S 




, Ether . 312-9 




162 




OilofTurp. 183-8 


Bees' -wax 


175 




, Nitric Acid 550 


Zinc 


493 




, Ammonia . 865-9 


Tin 


500 




, Vinegar . 903 


Bismuth 


550 




, Petroleum 1 83-8 



(257.) Many important facts arise from the 
theory of latent heat. One of the most important 
in regard to the arts, is the peculiar properties c 
* Dr. TJre'a Dictionary of Chemistry, Art. " Caloric." 
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steam. But without entering at any length into 
this important and extensive subject, it may be 
observed that experiments have clearly proved 
that at all temperatures and pressures steam con- 
tains exactly the same absolute quantity of heat. 
For while, under increased pressure, steam can be 
made to exhibit almost any thcrmometric tem- 
perature, the latent heat ot high-pressure steam 
always decreases exactly in the same ratio as its 
sensible heat increases, so that its latent and 
sensible heat together always amount to 1180* 
above the freezing point of water. Thus a cer- 
tain weight of steam at 212, when condensed into 
water at 32", gives out 



And the same weight at 400*, when condensed 
into water at 32°, gives out 



The same holds good with steam at all other tem- 
peratures, and extends from 212" to the highest 
range of steam pressures. 

(258.) The phenomena of spontaneous evapora- 
tion presents some important facts connected with 
the subjects of our present inquiry. To Dr. Dalton 
we owe much of the knowledge which we possess 
of rfe laws that govern the vaporization of liquids; 
and his numerous experiments on the subject rank 
among the most valuable contributions to science. 
Evaporation is distinguished from ebullition by 
this circumstance ; — that during the latter pheno- 
menon, the liquid which is converted into vapour 



maintains an invariable temperature, provided the 
pressure upon it do not change ; while, with the 
former, the temperature is constantly subject to 
change, the quantity of liquid evaporated being 
proportional to the temperature and to the surface 
exposed. Evaporation is wholly independent of 
the pressure of the air, and is the same in a 
vacuum, in the natural atmosphere, or in a con- 
densed medium : but this is only true as regards 
the absolute quantity which can exist in a given 
space, for the air is found greatly to impede eva- 
poration, by its inertia opposing a mechanical ob- 
struction, and thereby retarding the time required 
for the operation, when such obstruction does exist. 
In a vacuum, the evaporation is almost instanta- 
neous ; but, in a space containing air, the time re- 
quiredfor the evaporation of the maximum quantity 
of vapour is longer in proportion to the density of 
the air, though ultimately the quantity is the same.* 
(259.) The quantity of liquid discharged into 
free space by spontaneous evaporation is, under 
these circumstances, much influenced by the 
motion of the air, which thus carries off the suc- 
cessive strata of vapour that rise from the liquid, 
a very strong wind causing about twice as much 
vapour to be discharged as a still atmosphere. 
Dr. Dalton's experiments enable us to estimate the 
evaporating force under all circumstances. He 
ascertained that from a circular vessel of six inches 

* Professor Daniell made some experiments on this subject, 
by which, he was led to conclude that " the amount of evapora- 
tion is cmterh paribus in exact inverse proportion to the elas- 
ticity of the incumbent air". {Quarterly Journal of Science, vol. 
xvii, p. 52). This remark, however, applies only to the rate 
of evaporation, and not to the quantify which can exist in a 
given space. Even from ice, the evaporation is very consider- 
able ; and some experiments of M. Schuobler show, that during 
the very coldest weather, the spontaneous evaporation of 
in the open air is sometimes nearly l-40th of an inch in del 
from each srpiare foot of surface every 24 hours. — Quarter! 
Journal of Science, vol. xxvii., p. 187. 
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in diameter, kept at the temperature of 212", the 
quantity of water evaporated was 120 grains per 
minute in a still atmosphere, 154 grains per minute 
with gentle motion of the air, and 189 grains per 
minute with a brisk motion of the air. The tem- 
perature of the air does not influence the evapora- 
tion ; and lie found that, at any other temperature 
of the water, the evaporation was exactly pro- 
portional to the elastic force of the vapour at that 
temperature. 

The following Table was constructed by Dr. 
Dalton from his experiments : — 

Table XX. 
Showing the foreoof Vapour and the full Evaporating Force for 
every Temperaturu, from 20" to 2 i 2" Fahrenheit, expressed 
in grains of water, that would be raised per minutt, from 
a vessel six inches in diameter, supposing there were no 
vapour already in the atmosphere. 



I| k 


r 


Evaporating Force 




,., 


Er-H-ontinir Poroe 
in (jmiiis. 














11 \ 




BUU. 


..„,:,.!.■. 


MdL 


"* i 




■UL 


' ; '''"" 


Brlik. 


20" 


■■[> 


•62 


« 


■8) 


88" 


B7i; 


*2-7u 


347 


4-24 


11 




■66 


■71 




70 | 


721 




3-70 


4*63 


U 


r,o 


■60 


■77 


-94 


72 


77(1 


3-08 


l-M 


4-84 


M 


Hi 


■65 


■82 


1-02 




\r.i 


3-29 


4-23 


6*17 


18 


;i 


■w 


■B0 


1*10 


76 


■iSo 


3-52 


4-52 


5-63 


30 


88 


•74 


■95 


1-17 


78 


040 


3-76 


4-83 


5-91 


12 


200 


■80 


1-03 


1-26 


80 1 


000 


4-00 


6-14 


r,±> 


34 




■86 


Ml 


1-3-5 




07 


4-28 


6-60 


6-73 


a 




-92 


118 




85 1 


17 


488 


6-07 


7-46 


38 


243 


■98 


1-26 


1-64 


90 1 


16 


.V-ll 




8-56 


40 


HI 


1-05 


1-36 


1-66 


95 1 




6-32 


Gil 


9-9fi 


12 


2?:i 


1*13 


1-45 


1-78 


100 1 


88 


7-44 


B-6* 


11-71 




;<.'.'> 


1-22 


I '57 


1-92 


110 2 


53 


1012 


12*98 


15-93 


IS 


J27 


1-31 




2-06 


120 3 


33 


13-32 


17*09 


20-: '7 


48 


351 


1-40 


1-80 


2-20 


130 4 


34 


1736 


BS-gf 


27*34 


» 


B75 


1-fiO 




2-36 


140 6 


74 


22-96 


29*46 


38*16 


62 


nl 




2'06 


2-51 


150 7 


42 


2D-0S 


38-08 


46-74 


54 


■!■• 


171 


2-20 


2-69 


160 9 


46 


37-8-1 


4856 


59-59 


56 


AS 


1-83 


2-35 


2*88 


170 12 


13 


48-02 


62-26 


76-41 


58 


490 


1-98 


2-52 


3-08 


ISO 15 


IS 


60-60 


77-77 


9544 


60 


524 


210 


2-70 


3*30 


180 19 


00 


7600 


U7--53 


119-7 




560 


2-24 




3-52 


200 23 




'J4-;,-j 


lil-SJ 


L48-9 


H 


587 


2-39 


3*07 


376 


■210 i.s 


84 


115-36 


14804 


181-6 


Cb 


535 


2-64 


3-27 


3-OD 


212 1 30 




120" 


154' 


189- 


















B 


! 
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In this table,* the first column gives the tempe- 
rature of the water ; the second, the elastic force 
of the vapour at that temperature ; and the third, 
fourth, and fifth columns show the number of 
grains' weight of water evaporated per minute, 
from a vessel six inches diameter (or 28274 square 
inches, equal to * 196 of a square foot), when the 
air is still, or in gentle or in brisk motion re- 
spectively. 

(260.) In order to know exactly the quantity of 
vapour that will be evaporated per minute, we 
must know the quantity which already exists in 
the atmosphere. For this purpose we must find 
the dew-point of the air, — that ia, the temperature 
at which the vapour in the air just begins to con- 
dense, f By referring to the Table we shall then 
find the quantity of vapour in the air at that time; 
and this, deducted from the quantity shown by the 
Table to be given off at the ascertained tempera- 
ture of the evaporating liquid, will give the exact 
quantity of water that will be evaporated per 
minute. Thus, suppose the dew-point of the au- 
to be 48", and the temperature of the air and of 
the evaporating liquid to be 70*, with a still atmo- 
sphere : the vapour in the air, as shown by the 
Table, at the temperature of 48°, is 1*4 grains; 
which, subtracted from that at 70°, viz., 2-88 grains, 

* See Dr. Dalton's experiments, Memoirt of the .)lnnckester 
Phihii'jjihical Society, vol. v., p. 579, et *eq. The Table given 
by Dr. Dalton only extends to the temperature of 85°; the 
temperatures above that are calculated from his data. 

f Dr. Daltou used for this purpose a very thiu glass vessel, 
into which he poured cold water, and noted the temperature. 
If the vapour was instantly condensed, he poured out this 
water and applied some a little warmer, and ao on, until he 
obtained the proper teinporaturo at which he could juat perceive 
a Blight di'w deposited on the glass. This temperature then 
was the dew-point. Daniell's Hygrometer is a much more 
elegant instrument, but more diflrrult to manage. See 
Daniell's " Chemistry," art. "Hygrometer." 
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gives 1"48 grains per minute for the quantity of 
vapour given off from a surface of six inches 
diameter. 

It will be observed, that if the temperature of 
the air be lower than the temperature of the eva- 
porating fluid, the vapour will again condense ; 
but the rapidity of this condensation will depend 
upon the relative temperatures, and the quantity 
ot moisture contained m the air. 

(261.) The heat and cold caused by the con- 
densation and rarefaction of the air produce 
important effects, both in natural phenomena, 
and in the mechanical application of this agent in 
the arts. When the air is partially exhausted in 
a receiver enclosing a thermometer, the tempera- 
ture sinks very considerably ; but if the air bo 
again suddenly admitted to the original pressure, 
the temperature rises considerably higher than in 
the first instance. The reverse of this occurs 
when the air is first condensed, and then allowed 
to resume the original pressure ; in which case 
the temperature sinks considerably lower on the 
original pressure being restored, than the ther- 
mometer indicated before the condensation.* 

This result, however, appears to be produced 
by an unavoidable imperfection in the experi- 
ment. For the vessel that contains the air com- 
municates its heat in the one case, and abstracts 
it in the other, which causes the apparent differ- 
ence; and this difference is therefore dependent 
upon the rapidity of the operation, thereby allow- 
ing more or less time for the interchange of heat 
between the air and the vessel containing it. 

In Dr. Dalton's experiments, f the thermometer 
which sank 2° on rarefying the air rose 4° on 



* Manchetttr Memoirs, 
Journal, vol. iii., p. 160. 
t Ihid. 



p. 515 ; and Nichohon's 



again allowing it suddenly to resume its origina 
pressure. When the air was first condensed am 
then suddenly allowed to resume its origina 
pressure, the thermometer rose 2° on the conden 
siitii.'ii, and then sank 3i° on diminishing 
pressure suddenly to its original amount. These 
inequalities, however, although an accompani 
ment of the experiment, are not due to the 
mechanical expansion or condensation of the air 
and the results will vary with every alteration i 
the condition of the containing vessel, and of the 
quantity of air. 

(262.) Professor Leslio investigated this sub- 
ject, both experimentally and theoretically, anc 
he found that the quantity of heat evolved under 
these circumstances was very great; but as tho 
specific heat of air increases as its density di- 
minishes, only a small portion of the heat thui 
produced becomes appreciable. When air of the 
following densities is restored to its original pre* 
sure, represented by 1, the heat evolved is a 
follows : — 



Density of the 
Air. 


Heat Evolvet 
{Fahrenheit). 


Lionsitv of t he 
Air. 


Heat Evolved 
(Fahrenheit). 


1-0 
0-8 
0*6 




0-4 

0-2 
0'0003 


94-5° 
216- 
13500- 


0° 
206 
48' 



i 



This evolution of heat he considered to 1 
owing to the diminution of the specific heat 
the air by condensation. When air was con- 
densed so as to double its density, the mathe- 
matical formula which he constructed from his 
experiments showed that the sensible heat which 






PHENOMENA OF HEAT. 



247 



would be evolved would be equal to 67'5" Fahren- 
heit* 

(263.) Mr. Ivory also investigated the mathe- 
matical law of the heat produced under these 
circumstances ; f and he found "that the heat 
extricated from air, when it undergoes a given 
condensation, is equal to three-eighths of the 
diminution of temperature required to produce 
the same condensation, the pressure being con- 
stant." Air, under a constant pressure, di- 
minishes l-480th of its volume for every degree 
of depression of Fahrenheit's scale; and therefore 
1° ot heat will be extricated from air when it 
undergoes a condensation equal to t hi x § = ,*,,. 
If a mass of air were suddenly reduced to half its 
bulk, the heat evolved would be i -=-ii e = 90°.i 
M. Despretz made some experiments to ascertain 
whether water evolved beat when subjected to 
great pressure ; and he found that a compressive 
force equal to 20 atmospheres, caused the dis- 
engagement of only one sixty-sixth part of a 
degree of heat.§ This result might reasonably 
be expected from the small degree of compression 
to which water can be subjected. 

(264.) Dr. Ure instituted some experiments to 
ascertain the influence which heat had in increas- 
ing the fluency of various liquids ; and be found 
in all cases a great increase in the velocity of 
their efflux through a given aperture, by raising 
their temperature. In some liquids of a viscid 
nature, the increase appears to be very great. 
Such, for instance, is the case with some kinds of 



* TJr. Thomson " On Heat and Electricity," p. 126, et itq. 
f Philosophical Magazint (Second Series), vol. i., p. B9; ant 
Quarterly Journal of Science, vol. xsiii., p. 228. 
I Hid. 
§ Quarterly Journal </ Science, vol. xsiv., p. 20. 
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oil, which, by raising their temperature from 65° 
to 254°, had their velocity <»i' efflux increased 
nearly six times. With those which were less 
viscia, the increase was less. Water, by having 
its temperature raised from GO to 164°, had its 
velocity increased about one-sixth.* These re- 
sults are wholly independent of any effect from 
alterations of pressure, but appear to arise from 
the particles of the fluids possessing less adhe- 
siveness among themselves by the increased tem- 
perature. 

(265.) The effects of heat in producing varia- 
tions in the strength of materials is a subject 
which has received but little attention ; and with 
the exception of some experiments made by the 
Franklin Institute of Pennsylvania, on the 
strength of iron and copper, little appears to be 
known. By these experiments f the maximum 
strength of wrought iron, estimated by its resist- 
ance to a longitudinal strain, was obtained by 
heating the iron to 572° Fahrenheit ; at whicn 
temperature the strength is 15 '17 per cent, 
greater than at the ordinary mean temperature 
of the air. The rule deduced for the strength of 
iron at high temperatures is, that "the thirteenth 
power of the temperature above 80° Fahrenheit is 
proportionate to the fifth power of the diminution 
from the maximum tenacity." And it appears 
that, at the temperature of about 1050°, iron loses 
about one-half of its maximum strength; at 1240° 
it loses about two-thirds; and at 1317° seven- 
tenths of its maximum tenacity is overcome. 

The following Table shows the diminution of 

* Reports of the British Scientific Association, vol. viii., p. 23. 
(See also Art. 251.) 

t " Report on the Explosion of Steam Boilers, by a Com- 
mittee of the Institute;" Journal of the Franklin Institute, 
vols. six. and sx. 
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tenacity at various temperatures. The maximum 
tenacity of the fourth column is a calculated 
amount, obtained by adding 15-17 per cent, to 
the strength of the metal when tried cold. The 
seventh column shows that the mean irregularity 
of structure is 10 per cent, of the strength when 
tried cold. 
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(266.) In the experiments made with copper, at 
various temperatures, the Committee found that, 
unlike iron, the maximum strength of copper was 
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at a very low temperature ; and that it increased 
in strength at every reduction of temperature 
down to 32°, which was the lowest at which they 
could try it. The mean strength of copper at 
ordinary temperatures was found to he 32,146 lbs. 
per Bquare inch ; and the following Table exhibits 
the diminution of strength at high temperatures. 
To obtain the actual temperature of each experi- 
ment, 32° must be added to the temperatures 
given in the second column. 
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(267.) The strength of cast iron at high tempe- 
ratures has not been ascertained with the same 
accuracy. It has, however, been estimated that 
• its maximum strength is at the temperature of 
about 300° Fahrenheit, which is considerably 
below that of wrought iron. 

(268.) The effects of heat, which have here 
been mentioned, are a few of the laws and pheno- 
mena of this important branch of science. They 
appear to he those which are most closely connected 
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with the subject of the present inquiry : but it must 
not be supposed that they axe given as an epitome 
of the general laws of heat, as the subject would 
be far too extensive for the present work. Many 
most important and interesting phenomena have 
therefore been entirely omitted ; but those which 
are here mentioned, and others that are alluded 
to and interspersed in various parts of this trea- 
tise, appear to be all that are requisite for the 
illustration of the subject now before us, and will 
afford useful suggestions to those who wish to 
investigate the principles of heating buildings 
theoretically and scientifically, as well as to learn 
the mere practical details. 



CHAPTER XII. 



EXPERIMENTS ON COOLING. 



(269.) From what 1 



in the 



ceding chapter, it is evident that the velocity 
with which a heated body cools depends upon 
various circumstances ; and experiments are ne- 
cessary, in order to obtain data for the calcula- 
tions which the known laws of heat enable us 
afterwards to apply to the subject now under 
investigation. 

No experiments on cooling are extant, that 
appear to be suitable to the present purpose, 
except some that were made by Tredgold,* and 
these are erroneous in the application he has 
made of them. For he has neglected all con- 
siderations of the thickness of the body on which 
he experimented, and has therefore estimated 
that the rate of cooling of a very thin sheet-iron 
vessel, containing a heated fluid, is the same only 
as a cast-iron pipe, though the latter is fully six 
or eight times the thickness of the former. The 
same error also occurs in his experiments on the 
cooling of glass; and, consequently, his conclu- 
sions on the dispersion of heat, as applied to the 
warming of buildings, are erroneous to a con- 
siderable extent. Another source of error lies in 
his having estimated the quantity of water wliich 
* Tredgold " On Heating Buildings by Steam," &c. 
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the vessel contained at rather too large an amount, 
in allowing for the specific heat of the vessel ; 
which latter could not possibly have had quite 
the same temperature as the water, owing to loss 
by imperfect conduction, and to the cooling in- 
fluence to which it was exposed. The effect of 
each of these errors is to make the rate of disper- 
sion appear more rapid than the true velocity ; 
and the result is, that in some of the calculations 
founded on these experiments the errors amount 
to upwards of 1 G per cent. 

(270.) To ascertain the velocity of cooling for a 
surface of cast-iron, a pipe thirty inches long, two 
inches and a half diameter internally, and three 
inches diameter externally, was used in the fol- 
lowing experiments. The ends of the pipe were 
closed by corks which entered into the pipe one 
inch and a half at each end ; and the bulb of a 
thermometer was inserted into the water about 
three inches from one end, the temperature of the 
water being the same in every part of the pipe. 
The exposed surface of the pipe (including the 
surface exposed by the thickness of the metal at 
the ends) was 287 - 177 square inches. The quan- 
tity of water contained in it was 132-534 cubic 
inches ; and the equivalent to be added to this 
for the specific heat of the pipo is 39'341 cubic 
inches ; making the estimated quantity of water 
171 '875 cubic inches.* The rates of cooling were 
tried with different states of the surface : first, 
when it was in the usual state of cast-iron pipes 
covered with the brown surface of protoxide of 
iron ; next, it was varnished black ; and finally, 
* In estimating the equivalent of water which was required 
to represent the specific heat of the pipe, the difference be- 
tween the external and inlernal temperatures necessarily re- 
quired an allowance to be made on account of the thickness of 
the pipe being considerable. This diminution of specific heat 
was estimated to be equal to a superficies of the pipe one- 
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the varnish was scraped off, and the pipe was 
painted white with two coats of lead paint. The 
following Tahle shows the observed time of cool- 
ing, corrected and reduced to the same excess 
temperature above the circumambient air. 
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Minute*. 

The ratios of ( Black Varnished Surface . . . 1-21 

Cooling l" are ! Iron Surface 125 

therefore, ( White Painted Surface . . .1-28* 

These ratios are in the proportion of 100, 103-3, 
and 105*7 j but as the relative heating effect is 
the inverse of the time of cooling, we shall fin ' 
that 100 feet of varnished pipe, l03£ feet of plai" 

sixteenth of an inch thick. The total equivalent of water 
■which, would ropressnt the specific heat of the pipe, supposing 
it to be exactly of the same temperature as the water con- 
tained in it, would he 52-455 cubic inches ; from this must be 
deducted 13114 cubic inches as above stated, leaving the 
equivalent specific heat of the pipe equal to 39 - 34" 
inches of water, as stated in the text. 

* These ratios of cooling, it will be observed, are for pip 
of three inches in diameter ; but the cooling of any other s r 
can be calculated from the data here given. 
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iron pipe, or 105| feet of iron pipe painted white, 
will each produce an equal effect. 

In these experiments, it might have been ex- 
pected to find greater differences between the 
effects of the various states of the surface, than 
appears really to obtain. The greatest difference 
only amounts to about 5| per cent., but it would 
probably be greater in proportion, with an in- 
creased thickness of the coating of paint. 

(271.) To ascertain the effect of glass windows 
in cooling the air of a room, the following experi- 
ments wero made, with a vessel as nearly as pos- 
sible of the same thickness as ordinary window- 
glass. The temperature of the room, in these 
experiments, was 65° ; the thickness of the glass 
was '0825 of an inch : the surface of the vessel 
measured 34 - 296 square inches, and it contained 
9-794 cubic inches of water, including the equi- 
valent for the specific heat of the glass. The 
time in which this vessel cooled, when filled with 
hot water, is shown as follows : — 

Tabus XXV. 

TABUS OF THE COOLING OF CLASH. 
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heat of equal volumes of air and water* is as 1 
to 2,990, the above average will show that each 
square font of glass will cool 1 -279 cubic feet of 
air 1° per minute, when the temperature of the 
glass is 1° above that of the external air. 

But by this wo shall only find the effect of glass 
in a still atmosphere ; and therefore, to ascertain 
the cooling effect of external windows, when 
exposed to the action of winds, farther experi- 
ments are necessary.f 

(272.) In some researches of Leslie's, on the 
cooling power of wind, he used a bright metallic 
ball filled with hot water, and noted the time of 
cooling when it was exposed to wind at different 
velocities. The result he obtained was, that the 
cooling effect on the ball was very nearly in a 
direct ratio with the velocity. But it will be 
obvious, by referring to the experiments of Petit 
and Dulong, in the preceding chapter, that the 
relative cooling of heated bodies, when exposed to 
air moving at different velocities, must depend 
upon the nature of the surfaces. For, while the 
quantity of heat which is abducted by the air is 
proportional to the number of particles of air 
which pass over the heated body in a given time, 
the heat that is lost by radiation is not only inde- 
pendent of this effect, but the relative proportion 

* See Art. 97. 

| In some experiments by Wyinan, on the cooling influence 
of glass windows, lie obtained the following results, in a room 
of 1,930 cubic feet, and having 531 square feet of walls, and 
33-21 square feet of windows. The room was allowed to cool 
about 10°, first with the windows uncovered, and then with 
the windows covered with double blankets. The average of 
the experiments gave — 

Room cooled . '150° per minute, with windows uncovered ; 
,, ,, . -106° per minute, with windows covered; 
or 1" in 6'6 minutes, with windows uncovered, and 1° in 9'4 
minutes with the windows covered. — Wyman "On Ventila- 
tion." Boston, 1846. 
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of heat lost bv radiation differs for each particular 
substance. As the bright metal ball that Leslie 
employed in his experiments would lose only an 
extremely small proportion of its heat by radia- 
tion, it might naturally be concluded tViat the 
rate of cooling would be nearly in a direct ratio 
with the velocity of the air. But with a surface 
of glass, the result must be very different, because 
the radiation is then very considerable ; and, 
therefore, the total cooling will be much slower 
than the simple ratio of the velocity. For while 
a surface of glass of the temperature of 120°, and 
at an excess of 52° above the surrounding medium, 
loses about two-thirds of its heat by radiation, a 
bright metallic surface of the same temperature 
will only lose one-eleventh part of its heat by the 
same cause. 

(273.) In the following experiments it appears 
that the cooling effect of wind, at different veloci- 
ties, on a thin surface of glass, is very nearly 
as the square root of the velocity. In these ex- 
periments, the velocity of the air was measured 
by the revolution of the vanes of a fan ; the 
temperature of the air was 68° ; the time required 
to cool the thermometer 20° was noted for every 
different velocity, and the maximum temperature 
of the thermometer, in each experiment, was 
120". In still air it required o 46" to cool the 
thermometer this extent; and the annexed Table 
shows the time of cooling by air in motion. 

(274.) In consequence ot the large quantity of 
glass in buildings used for horticultural purposes, 
the cooling effect of wind is of considerable im- 
portance. We see, however, that with an in- 
creased velocity the cooling effect is considerably 
less, in proportion, on glass than on metal. And 
it will be very much less on window-glass than 
even what is here stated : for, as glass is an ex- 
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tremely bad conductor of heat, the increased 
thickness which window-glass possesses over that 
which composes the bulb of a thermometer will 
make a material difference in the quantity of heat 
that is lost by the abduction of the air, as there 
will be, in this case, a greater difference between 
the temperature of the external and the internal 
surface. The cooling effect of wind is therefore 
not near so considerable on glass as is generally 
supposed ; and it will probably be nearly one-half 
less on window-glass than what is shown by the 
preceding experiments. Exact experiments on 
this subject, however, are extremely difficult, 
owing to the unequal action of the air on different 
parts of the surface. Thus, if a cylindrical or 
spherical vessel be employed, the action of the 
wind will be such that the particles of air striking 
the surface in front will cause a vacuum at the 
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buck part of the vessel, from which latter part the 
heat will be given oft' by radiation alono. It thus 
becomes impossible to ascertain accurately what 
would be the effect, if the whole- of the surface 
could be acted upon by the wind ; and the same 
remark will apply to most other forms of surface 
which could be employed experimentally. 

(275.) The following Table shows the results of 
Tredgold's experiments on cooling, already re- 
ferred to. They are here given, principally, to 
show the cooling power which thin sheet-iron will 
have in any building in which it is used; and 
they may therefore be useful now that corrugated 
iron is so frequently employed in many descrip- 
tions of buildings. In these experiments the 
specific heat of the vessels was added to the 
quantity of water they contained. The vessels 
were always cooled from 180 D down to 150° of 
Fahrenheit ; the time required for this cooling, 
and the other particulars of the experiments, 
being noted in the table. 
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PAET SECOND. 

N THE VARIOUS METHODS OF WARMING AND 

VENTILATING BUILDINGS. 

THE COMBUSTION OF FUEL, ETC. 



CHAPTER I. 

Early Methods of Wanning Buildings — The Romans : their 
Stoves— Baths — Flues — Mode uf Preparing their Firewood 
—The Persian Method— Chinese Method of Flues— Method 
of the Ancient Britons — Invention of Chimneys — Burning 
of Coals in England — Early Writers on the subject — 
Improvements in the Form and Construction of Stoves and 
Fire-places* 

(276) The various methods of warming build- 
ings have consisted, in all countries and in all ages, 
until a very recent period, of the rudest appli- 
ances and the most inartificial inventions. At a 
very early period, it is true, the Romans were 
acquainted with the method of heating rooms and 
buildings by flues ; and these were elaborate in 
their construction, and complicated in their ar- 
rangements. But they were so expensive in their 

*In this and the following chapters, the articles on " StoveH 1 ' 
and "Ventilation," written hy tho author, and published in 
the " Encyclopaedia Metropolitana," have been incorporated 
with such further observations as the want of space prevented 
him from making in the work in question. 



construction, and so wasteful in their expenditure 
of fuel, that this method of warming buildings 
could only be adopted by very few of even that 
rich and luxurious nation. The comparatively 
late invention of chimneys fully accounts for the 
immense size and peculiar construction of the 
flues used by the ancients ; for unless a large 
space were provided for the combustion of the 
fuel and the entrance of the air, the heat could 
not have been conducted through the flues, owing 
to the absence of the necessary draught produced 
by the use of a high chimney. The hypocaustum 
of the Romans was this plan of flues, It appears 
to have consisted of a long furnace ; and a num- 
ber of narrow arches {ichtudines nh'ci) received the 
fire of the hypocaustum, and conducted it along 
and underneath the floor of the room to be 
warmed.* The whole of the hypocaustum n 
immediately below the room which was to 
heated. Sometimes a great number of short 
columns or pillars supported the floor instead of 
these arches. They were sot in four rows very 
close together, and the flame of the furnace passed 
between them, as appears by some veiy perfect 
specimens which have been discovered. f Pliny 
the younger, in his letter to Gallus, giving the 
description of his villa Laurcntinum, mentions 
that his bedchamber was warmed by a small 
hypocaustum : J and this plan was generally 
adopted in heating the baths.§ For this latter 
purpose, however, an improved method 
adopted when the Thermae of Rome were 

* Castell's "Illustrations of the Villas of the Ancients, 1 
pp. 8, 9. 

t Phihsophiral Tra-iiwtioii*. vol. xxv., p. 2225, and vol. s 
p. B55. 

J CastelTs " Illustrations," p 13. 

g Hid., p. 9. 
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and which has been described by Seneca.* The 
water of the bath was heated by passing it 
through the tire in a brass pipe ot a serpentine 
form, thence culled Draco. The most approved 
mode was to employ the Miliarwn,J which 
appears to have been a leaden vessel of large 
circumference, the middle part being open for the 
spiral pipe, and for the draught of the fire to pass 
through. This vessel of water that surrounded 
the flame was also placed upon part of the same 
fire, and for that reason the bottom was obliged 
to be made of brass, as were also the pipes. 

(277.) But the method of warming by the 
hypocaustum was far too expensive for general 
use. The Romans used portable furnaces, con- 
taining embers and binning coals, to warm the 
different apartments of their bouses, which were 
placed in the middle of the room.J Theso were 
sometimes made to contain water, which was 
heated by the fuel of the furnace, and probably 
they were also used for cooking. One of these 
boilers and furnaces, found at Herculaneum, was 
in the shape of a castle with four towers.§ The 
usual kind of stoves, however, were nearly on the 
plan of our braziers. They wero mostly elegant 
bronze tripods, supported by satyrs and sphinxes, 
with a round dish above for the fire, and a small 
vase below to hold perfumes, which were thrown 
into the brazier to correct the smell of the coals. 
A square stove of bronze, of the size of a moderate 
table, found -at Herculaneum, rested on lions' 
paws, and was ornamented upon tbo border with 
foliage. The bottom was a strong iron grating, 
walled up with bricks above and below, so that 



t "Pall 

\ Adam 
§ Fosbr 



Seneca, Nat. Quscst.," lib. 3, cap. 24. 

Pallndiua," lib. i., tit. 40. 
Adams's " Roman Antiquities," p. 454. 
lAjsbroke's " Arclucology," 4to, vol. i., p. 233. 



the fire could not touch the sides of the stove, nor 
fall through the bottom. It was similar to those 
still used in large looms in Italy.* But the smoke 
from these stoves was so considerable, that the 
furniture of the winter rooms was different from 
the summer rooms ; and Vitruvius expressly states 
that these winter apartments had plain cornices, 
and were without carved work or mouldings, in 
order to allow the soot to be easily and frequently 
cleaned away. "J" At great entertainments it was 
usual to have watchmen stationed to be ready to 
extinguish any (ire which might happen ; the 
smoke issuing from the kitchen windows being so 
great on these occasions, that it was common to 
speak of this great smoke as synonymous with a 
great entertainment.^ The utmost care, how- 
ever, was taken to prevent the smoke as much as 
possible, and to procure wood which gave the 
smallest quantity of smoke in combustion. A 
great deal of the firewood used by the Romans 
was procured from Africa. § The bark of the 
wood was peeled off ; the wood was then suffered 
to lie a long time in water, and afterwards dried 
and anointed with the lees of oil, which was con- 
sidered the most effectual way to prevent it from 
smoking. 1 1 

(278.) In the time of Seneca (a.d. 64), another 
method of heating buildings was adopted; which 
consisted of pipes built in the walls, that conveyed 
the heat from a furnace, constructed in the earth 
under the edifice. These pipes or flues were con- 
ducted to the different rooms; and the upper end 

* Fosbroke's " Archaeology," vol, i., p. 237. 

t "Vitruvius," lib. vii., tap. 5. Betkmaiin'a " History of 
Inventions," vol. ii., p. 74. 

1 " Beokmanu," vol. ii., p. 71. 

§ Ibid., vol. ii., p. 300. 

|| Adams's " Horn an Antiquities," p. 454. " Beekinanii 
Vol. ii., p. 79. 
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was often ornamented with the representation of 
a lion's or a dolphin's head, or any other figure, 
and it could be opened or shut at pleasure. These 
pipes, however, were liable to become full of soot ; 
and as they were very likely to catch fire by being 
over-heated, laws were made forbidding them to 
be brought too near to the wall of a neighbouring 
house.* 

(279.) The Persians used a stove consisting of 
an iron vessel sunk in the earth in the centre of 
the apartment. After a fire had been kindled, and 
had well wanned the place, a wooden top, like a 
small low table, was placed over the hole in the 
floor which contained the stove, and this top was 
then spread with a large coverlet quilted with 
cotton, which hung down on all sides to the floor. 
Those people who were not very cold, only put 
their feet under the table or covering ; but those 
who required more heat, put their hands under it 
also, or crept under it altogether.! The Jews 
likewise used such stoves in their houses, and the 
priests had them also in the temple :J in fact, 
throughout the East this mode of warming apart- 
ments appears to have been commonly adopted. 

(280.) In China, a very elaborate system of flues 
has been long in use, by which the floors of the 
rooms are heated by a furnace constructed below, 
with a moderate expenditure of fuel. A very 
equable temperature appears to be maintained by 
this means, notwithstanding the winter tempera- 
ture of some parts of China is so low that the 
thermometer nearly reaches the zero of Fahrenheit's 
scale. Father Gramont described this mode of 
heating in 1771, § but the date of its introduction 
does not appear to be known. 

* " Beekmann," vol. ii., p. 90. 

t Ibid., vol. ii., p. B3. \ Ibid., vol. ii., p. 85. 

§ Philosophical T\-ansactions, 1771, p. 61. 




(281.) Although the Romans must have intro- 
duced their methods of warming buildings into 
England at a very early period, as appears by 
various remains which nave been excavated in 
recent times,* the inhabitants of Britain long con- 
tented themselves with contrivances of the rudest 
and simplest character. Among the ancient Bri- 
tons, in each dwelling there was only one place for 
a fire, which was merely a hole in the centre of 
the floor. In the time of the Anglo-Saxons, the 
ordinary plan was to place the ignited fuel on the 
hearth in the middle of the floor, and an opening 
in the roof, immediately above the hearth, per- 
mitted the escape of the smoke. In the better class 
of buildings, an ornamented turret was erected in 
the centre of the roof for carrying off the smoke, 
while in ordinary houses the opening in tho roof 
was merely defended from the weather by louvre 
boards, in the manner now practised in many of 
our commonest buildings used for manufactories. 

(282.) The invention of chimneys necessarily 
made a great alteration in the mode of heating 
buildings. The date of their introduction has been 
much debated : but there appears to be no positive 
evidence of their existence before the middle of 
the fourteenth century ; the earliest record being, 
that an earthquake at Venice, in 1347, threw down 
a great many chimneys, f Twenty years after this 
they appear to have Tbeen unknown at Rome ; for 
in that year Francesco da Carraro, lord of Padua, 
came to Rome, and, finding no chimneys at the inn 
where he lodged, he caused two chimneys to be 
built by workmen whom he had brought with him ; 
and over these chimneys, the first ever seen at 
Rome, he caused his arms to be affixed.^ This 
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■■'- l'h, ]:,:-i, j,hi,-<d Transact iaiw, vola. sxv. and xli. 
| Botikmiinn'a " History of Inventions," vol. ii. 
\ Ibid, p. 99. 
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slow communication of such an important inven- 
tion, so closely connected with health and comfort, 
contrasts moat strangely with the rapid promulga- 
tion of every discovery and improvement of the 
present time. 

The introduction of chimneys into England 
appears to have been in the reign of Richard II. ; 
and one of the first is supposed to have boon at 
Bolton Castle, built in this reign.* It was long 
before they came into general use; but in the 
reign of Elizabeth most rooms in respectable 
houses were furnished with them, and apologies 
were made to visitors if they could not be accom- 
modated with rooms with chimneys, "f 

(28o\) It is uncertain at what time stove-grates 
wero first used, though probably they were not 
invented till coals became the ordinary fuel. For 
though coals were known to the Britons before the 
arrival of the Romans, their use was barely tole- 
rated in England till the seventeenth century, as 
it was supposed that the air was renderea un- 
wholesome by their use.J 

After the improved method of burning fuel 
under open chimneys was introduced, they were 
used not only as the receptablo for tbe fire, but 
they also became tho ordinary place of resort for 
conversation and conviviality for all tho inmates 
of the house. The chimney-corner was the post 
of honour; and the custom of the whole family 
sitting under the chimney-breast is not even yet 
entirely exploded in some of our rural districts. 

(284.) The earliest writers who endeavoured to 
improve the construction of stoves were Keslar, 
of Frankfort, in 1614; Savot, in 1625; Glauber, 
in 16G9; and Delesme, in 1686. In 1713 (or 

* Fosliroke's " Archaeology," vol. i., p. 113. 

f Bid., vol. i., p. 112. 

j See chapter vi., Art. 382. 
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perhaps even in 1709), M. Gauger published a 
most excellent treatise on the construction of fire- 
places, which, in 1715, was translated and pub- 
lished in this country by Dr. Desaguliers.* This 
treatise, which is now scarce, contains a most 
lucid explanation of the methods of economizing 
fuel, based on the soundest principles of philo- 
sophy. It wa3 the first attempt which had been 
made to apply the known laws of heat to the con- 
struction of fireplaces ; and though, in consequence 
of wood being the fuel universally used in France 
at that period, and this fuel being always burned 
upon the hearth, the author made no mention of 
stoves, but merely of fireplaces, the translator, Dr. 
Desaguliers, added a chapter on the staves to be 
used in these improved fireplaces ; and the work 
in that new form was a complete epitome of all 
those principles which Franklin, and, after him, 
Count Rumford, so successfully brought under 
the public notice, and which, if strictly carried 
out, would form, even at the present day, the best 
guide to the proper construction of stoves and fire- 
places. An epitome of this little work would be, 
in fact, a recapitulation of all the most approved 
methods of constructing fireplaces, stoves, and 
chimneys ; but most of these principles are now 
too well known to require explanation, and others 

* Dr. Desaguliers, in his " Experimental Philosophy," 
vol. ii., p. 557, published in 1744, mentions this book, and 
states that the author concealed his name, but that he knew 
him to be Monsieur Gauger, of Paris ; and he mentions a 
curious circumstance of a Frenchman ooming over to this 
country, who, although so ignorant that he could scarcely 
read three pages of the book, professed himself its author, 
and applied to the king to grant him a patent, free of expense, 
on account of the great value of the stoves described in the 
book, and that he was too poor to pay for the patent. The 
real author of this book still remains a subject of conjecture, 
and it has been sometimes attributed to the Cardinal de 
Polignac. 
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which are less so will be touched upon in another 
form in the course of this treatise. 

(285.) The word stove is used in this treatise to 
signify either a clone or an open fire-grate to burn 
fuel in; and, in general, this is what the word is 
now supposed to mean. In horticulture, the build- 
ing itself which is heated, and not the place which 
holds the fire, is called a stove, and this expression 
is employed by many old writers. Anciently, 
however, the term hothouse, which we now use to 
signify a building for horticultural purposes, was 
descriptive of a sudorific bath, the use of hot- 
houses for the purposes of horticulture being an 
invention of comparatively recent date. At the 
beginning of the seventeenth century hothouses 
were used for the cultivation of orange trees, and 
were considered a mark of royal magnificence.* 

(286.) The various elegant forms given to the 
stove grates of the present day are quite a modern 
invention. Formerly they were called "cradles 
of iron for burning sea-coal, "f from which we 
should suppose them to be very different in con- 
struction to ours ; and even those described in 
Dr. Desaguliers' work, as late as the beginning of 
the eighteenth century, are nothing more than a 
few bars bent into a semicircle and fastened into 
the back. How far the utility of stove-grates has 
been affected by the modern alterations of form, 
we shall endeavour to show ■ in the following 
chapter ; and subsequently we shall inquire into 
the physiological effects produced by some of the 
modern methods of distributing artificial heat. 

* Fosbroke's " Arehfeology," vol i., p. 275. 
t Ibid., -vol. I, p. 268. 
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of Construction— Errors iu the Cmistnurtkui of Stoves — 
Besistor-StovemaCase — Jeffrey's Stove — Franklin's Penn- 
sylvania Stove — Cutler's Torch Stove — Sylvester's Radiat- 
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German Stoves— Hot-air Stuv.s — (Vickie Stoves — Dr. 
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— Gas Stoves — Joyce's Stoves — Beaumont's Stove — Pal- 
maise Stove. 

(287.) Previous to the publication of M. Gauger's 
treatise (already alluded to, Art. 284) chimney 
fire-places were generally made in the form of a 
large square recess, and the breast of the chimney 
was of the same size as the recess itself. The 
error of this construction was pointed out, in the 
work by M. Gauger, by a reference to the known 
laws of heat. Radiant heat is subject to the same 
law as light, — that the angle of reflection is equal 
to the angle of incidence. Hence it follows that 
a ray of heat, falling perpendicularly on the flat 
sides of the chimney recess, will be reflected back 
upon itself: if the ray forms an angle vertically 
with the side, it must be reflected up the chimney ; 
and if the ray forms an anglo horizontally with 
the flat side of the chimney, this angle must 
necessarily be so small that it cannot be reflected 
forward beyond the jambs of the mantel-piece. 
On these considerations, M. Gauger recommended 
that the back of the recess should be contracted, 



CONSTRUCTION OF STOVES. 



271 



~-CK 



so that the sides should incline outwards at a con- 
siderable angle, by which means the radiant heat 
would be reflected into the rnnin, and much more 
effect produced. The fig. 51 will explain this: 
it is supposed to be the ground plan of a fireplace, 
with straight sides ; 
ABC are the jambs, F 'K- 51 - 

sides, and back of the 
fireplace, and d the 
body which radiates 
heat. If now a ray 
w falls on the side, it 
will be reflected at the •/ 

same angle, and fall 

just within the jamb at x ; but if the side be 
inclined, as shown by the line/, then a ray y fall- 
ing upon it, will be reflected into the room in the 
direction of b, and of course a vast difference in 
the effect will be experienced. 

But this author likewise recommended other 
improvements. He advised a considerable con- 
traction of the breast of the chimney, by which 
less heat would escape through the funnel or shaft 
of the chimney, while at the same time he proved 
that the smoke would escape with equal facility 
as before. Another improvement which he sug- 
gested was in making the hearth and back of the 
fire-place hollow, by means of metal plates, so 
that by having these hollow spaces to communi- 
cate with the external atmosphere, the air in 
passing through them would be warmed before it 
entered the room, and would prevent the cold 
currents of air which otherwise would enter 
through the crevices of the doors and windows. 
This construction of fireplaces was intended for 
the burning of wood, and as the fire was there- 
fore merely laid on the hearth, the effect of these 
hollow spaces, and particularly the hollow hearth, 
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would of course be very considerable, by warming 
a large quantity of air. 

(288.) Subsequent inventors have been much 
indebted to this work by M. G-auger. Franklin 
acknowledged the great assistance he had derived 
from it ; and the methods of economizing fuel, 
afterwards so successfully introduced by Count 
Rumford, in his improved stoves, are all similar 
in principle to the plans recommended by the 
French author. 

(289.1 In the year 1796, Count Rumford pub- 
lished his Essays on the Management of Fire and 
the Economy of Fuel ; and he there described those 
improvements which have ever since that time 
been followed in the construction of stove-grates. 
The error shown by M. G-auger to exist in the 
construction of fireplaces, by making the sides 
parallel to each other, was, at the time that 
Rumford wrote his treatise, still continued. Id 
pointing out the error of this mode of construction, 
he showed that, in order to obtain the greatest 
effect from the fuel, the sides of the fireplace 
ought to be placed at an angle of 135° with the 
back of the grate, or (which is the same thing) 
at an angle of 45° with a line drawn across the 
front of the fireplace. This angle must neces- 
sarily reflect the greatest number of rays into the 
room ; the difference of effect between this mode 
of construction and that of the parallel sides being 
very great. The reduction in the size of the 
throat of the chimney was likewise another im- 
provement which he effected, though this also 
had been recommended by M. Ganger nearly a 
century previous. The angular covings for the 
sides of the fireplaces, Rumford considered should 
not be formed of iron, but of some non-conducting 
substance, such as fire-clay, in order that more 
heat might be reflected from them into the room. 
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A circular form for these sides or covings, lie con- 
sidered produced eddies or currents, which would 
be likely to cause the chimney to smoke ; and he 
likewise objected to the old form of registers or 
metal covers to the breast of the chimney for the 
same reason, and because by their sloping upwards 
towards the back of the fireplace, they caused the 
warm air from the room to be drawn up the 
chimney, and thus impeded the passage of the 
smoke. These registers are now made so as to 
be lower at the back than at the front of the 
stove; but, in general, they aro placed far too 
high up. And the very same reasons which 
decide the angle of greatest effect for the cheeks 
or sides of the fireplace to be 45°, also apply to 
this case ; and a large quantity of heat now lost 
by the ordinary register stoves would be saved if 
the register top were placed at this angle, and 
sufficiently low down to allow it to reflect the 
heat from the fire into the room. The dimen- 
sions of the fire-grate itself Count Rum ford recom- 
mended to be much less than formerly ; and the 
best proportions for the chimney recess he stated 
were that the width of the back should be equal 
to the depth from front to back, and the width of 
the front, or the opening between the jambs, 
should be three times the width of the back. 

(290.) Although the best form for register-stoves 
has now for several years past been adopted, the 
desire for novelty has caused the true principles 
of const ruction to oe fre- 
quently departed from ; Fl °;, 52, 
and we accordingly 
find, in theinost modern 
stoves, considerable de- 
viations from these 
principles. Fig. 52 is / 
a section of a register 
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atove constructed on the best possible plan for 
diffusing heat into the room. The sides are 
a right angle of 90° a b c ; and the bars d e 
described a quadrant of a circle whose r:nlms 
is just half the length of the side a b. If now we 
wish to follow Rumibrd's rule of making the back 
one-third the width of the front, we obtain this 
by taking one-third of the length a b, which will 
give b/; and then if we draw the line f g, we 
shall obtain exactly the required dimensions. By 
this arrangement it will be perceived that the 
sides of the stove form an angle of 135" with the 
back; and all the rays of heat which fall upon 
these sloping sides will therefore he reflected into 
the room, directly in front of the stove, in right 
lines. The falling cover, or register top, should 
also form an angle of 135° with the back, bv 
which a largo portion of heat will be radiateii 
downwards into the room. These proportions 
however, cannot well be adopted in stoves of very 



large ; 



they will be found to throw the 



stove rather too far back ; but for all moderate 
sized stoves no form can be adopted which will 
produce so good an effect, 

(291.) Various methods have been contrived to 
render available some further portion of the heat 
which is given off by the fuel during combustion 
in these stoves, in addition to that which is ob- 
tained by radiation. These contrivances are 
nearly all of them mere modifications of that 
pointed out by JVI. Ganger, by means of the 
double back and hearth of his improved fireplaces. 
Notwithstanding this invention is at least l§l 
years old, it has, during the last thirty years, 
been repeatedly brought forward, and more than 
once patented, by different persona, as a new in- 
vention. The principle has been the samo in all 
the different cases, with but very little difference 
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in the mode of applying it. A current of air is 
brought from the external atmosphere, and is 
Bowie to pass through a small box at the hack of 
the stove ; the back of the stove itself forming 
one side of the box ; and in order to prevent the 
air from escaping into tho room before it is suffi- 
ciently warmed, the lx>x is divided by several 
partitions so as to cheek the passage of the air, 
wliich is carried successively through them all 
before it eseapes into the room. This mode of 
wanning the air ia exceedingly useful, and is 
capable of various modifications ; and it is not 
only economical in fuel, but frequently is very 
efficacious in remedying smoky chimneys, and in 
preventing those cold draughts from doors and 
windows which are so exceedingly unpleasant and 
unhealthy. 

(292.) A most efficient mode of applying this 
principle is to enclose the whole of the register 
stove in an ornamental case. In this way the 
stove stands forward in the room a few inches, 
and the case forms an air-chamber entirely round 
the back and sides of the stove, by which a very 
large heating surface is obtained, which moder- 
ately warms the air, while the whole effect of the 
radiant heat is obtained from the open fire, the 
same as in an ordinary register stove. When the 
air-chamber communicates with the external air, 
this forms a very excellent stove, and the atmo- 
sphere is purer than when the air of the room only 
is made to pass over the heated surface. 

(293.) A stove invented by Mr. Jeffrey (the 
inventor of the well-known instrument called the 
Respirator) accomplishes the same object in a 
somewhat different manner. This stove stands 
extremely prominent in the room, without being 
at all sunk in the wall as fireplaces usually are. 
The entire hack of the stove above the fire con- 
t 2 




sists of a series of flat tubes, one inch wide, and 
about nine inches deep from back to front, which 
are placed edgeways, one inch apart from each 
other, so as to present alternately a close and an 
open space of one inch in width. These tubes 
are about eighteen inches long, and reach quite 
to the top of the stove, and pass just through the 
mantelpiece. The only way by which the smoke 
can escape into the chimney is by passing through 
the openings left between these flat tubes, which 
are so connected at the top as to prevent the 
smoke passing into the room. The lower end of 
these tubes opens into a small air-chamber which 
communicates with the external atmosphere, and 
the air therefore passes from this chamber through 
the flat tnbes, and escapes at rather an elevated 
temperature into the room from the upper part of 
the tubes ; having been warmed in its passage 
through the tubes by the heat which has been 
abstracted from the smoke passing between them. 
Nothing new in principle is obtained by this 
arrangement ; the only difference between this 
plan and that of the many previous contrivances 
for the same purpose is, that the heat which 
warms the air is derived from the smoke, in the 
others it is obtained by bringing the air into con- 
tact with the surface that is heated directly by 
tho fuel contained in the stove itself. The method 
employed by Mr. Jeffrey appears very likely to 
cause the chimney to smoke, unless the draught 
is particularly good ; for the smoke must have so 
large a portion of its heat abstracted by passing 
between the flat tubes, that its power of ascending 
must necessarily be very much reduced. The 
stove also presents some practical difficulties in 
removing the soot from the chimney ; for which 
purpose a part of the jamb has to be removed. 
(294.) Dr. Franklin, in 1744, invented a stove 
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for burning wood, which he called the Pennsvl- 
vania stove; in which ho introduced the principle 
of heating the air very much in the manner first 
recommended by M. Gauger, by means of a double 
or hollow back. This stove* was in the form of 
an oblong box with the front removed. At about 
three o* tout inches from the back of this box, a 
flat close chamber was fixed, three inches deep, 
the whole width of the stove, and reaching t<> 
within about four inches of the top. The smoke 
escaped over the top of this flat chamber, and 
passed downwards between it and the real back 
of the stove, and thence passed into the chimney. 
This hollow chamber communicated underneath 
the stove with a tube opening into tho external 
atmosphere, and a considerable quantity of air 
thus passed through the flat chamber, and escaped 
into the room through small holes left at the sides, 
after traversing the length of the chamber three 
or four times by means of divisions placed across 
it for that purpose. The heated surface of the 
stove itself also warmed the air of the room, and 
a large quantity of radiant heat was also given 
oft' from the burning fuel. This stove is very 
economical, and it was a good deal used in 
America, and some of them have been used in 
England, in those parts of the country where 
wood is abundant. 

(295.) An ingenious stove was proposed in 1815, 
by Mr. Cutler, and called the torch stove.t It 
possessed an open fire, exactly like an ordinary 
register stove, but it was made to consume its own 
smoke on a very ingenious principle. Below the 
bars of the grate there was a deep box which sank 
down into the hearth, and which contained the 
fuel. The fire was lighted at the top, and as the 

* Franklin's " Works," vol. ii., p. 225, et seq. 

t Repertory of Art*, vol. sxviii. (Second Series), p. 203. 



fuel tamed away, the bos was wound up by : 
chain passing over a ruck and pinion, placed ou 
of flight, in the interior of the stove. By thi 
means the fuel burned only at the top ; and thi 
quantity of heat could be regulated at pleasure 
according to the height to which the fuel wat 
supplied from the box below. For, as the sides 
of the box were solid, and therefore no air eouh 
pass through the fuel it contained, the combustion 
took place only in that part of the fuel which i 
raised up to the level of the fire-bars ; and as 1 
part of the fuel always burned clear, the raw coa 
below was gradually and slowly heated, and tin 
gaseous parts were consumed while passing slowh 
through the ignited fuel at the top. This stovt 
was rather cumbrous in appearance, and there wan 
an inconvenience attending its use, arising from 
the trouble of relighting the fire and rilling thi 
box with fuel, when the latter did not contain : 
sufficient quantity to last the entire day ; am 
which alone is almost sufficient to prevent it 
general use. The principle, however, of lighting 
the fire at the top, and supplying fresh fuel from 
below, is undoubtedly good, as it affords the mos 
perfect control over the intensity of the fire, an* 
consumes nearly the whole of the smoke. To 
obviate the inconvenience of supplying the coal 
in this way, and still retaining the advantage c 
burning tho fuel from the top, downwards, Mr 
Dowson patented a plan* for supplying the fres" 
fuel below the ordinary bars of the grate, whil 
the fire was burning, by a peculiar apparatus 
which delivered the fresh coals at the bottom o 
the grate ; but neither this, nor the plan propose* 
by Mr. Cutler, ever came at all into extensive 
use, as both are troublesome and expensive. Dr 
Arnott has very recently (1854) again revive* 
* JReptrlo-ry of Aria, vol sxix. (Second Series), p. 76. 
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Mr. Cutler's plan of the torch store, and hai pro- 
pond it as a remedy for the tnconveiuenees, real 
and imaginary, which tiro attributed to our ordi- 
nary open grates or ti replaces. There is not the 
least probability that this plan will ever come into 
general use ; for its greater cost, its complicated 
management, its practical inconvenience in re- 
plenishing the fuel, and its somewhat difficult 
adaptation to existing fireplaces, all militate 
against it, even were itn advantages greater than 
tin a- really are. In faet, the plan, somewhat 
modified, has been several times brought forward. 
Several years ago it was proposed in America, by 
simply making each side of the stove consist of a 
hollow box, of which the hob formed the lid. 
The bottom of the box was level with the bottom 
grate of the stove ; and an opening from the side 
of the box, close to the bottom, allowed the coals 
which wore put into these side boxes to he pushed 
under the burning fuel in the grate, and thus 
produced the same effect as the winding box of 
Cutler's stove. This plan, like each of the others, 
is attended with difficulties in practice ; for, 
although descriptively it appears very easy, in 
practice it is found extremely difficult to force any 
sufficient quantities of fuel under a mass of burning 
coals. 

(296.) Another modification of the register 
stove is the invention of Mr. Sylvester. In this 
stove the hearth consists of a great number of 
tallow bars fitted into an appropriate frame. The 
hollow bars not only form the hearth, but at their 
extreme end the fuel is placed, and the bars thus 
form the grating on which the fuel is burned. The 
air to support the combustion passes through the 
hollow bars, and also through the front of the fire. 
The ends of these bars on which the fire is placed 
become hot, and the remaining part of the bars 
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also becoming heated by the conducting power of 
the metal, a radiation of heat into the room is 
produced by the bars which form the hearth. The 
fire being placed as it were on the hearth, the 
cheeks or sides of the stove are of much greater 
length than usual, and a larger quantity of heat 
is radiated into the room. The smoke escapes 
through openings in the back, which are placed 
something like louvre boards. The ashes from 
the stove fall into a box below the hearth, whi<* 
requires to be occasionally emptied by remo' 
the loose bars forming the hearth. 

The principle of this stove is extremely good. 
but the arrangement is much too expensive ; and 
there are several inconveniences which must 
prevent its general use, not the least of which is 
the extensive alteration in the brick-work and 
wood-work which surrounds the fireplaces, in 
order to adapt them to rooms not purposely built 
for them. But there is ample room for im- 
provement in the ordinaiy open fireplaces, and 
many ingenious inventions already exist for this 
purpose. The great obstacle, however, to their 
general use, even supposing their merits greater 
than they really are, is the extensive alterations 
generally required when they are made to replace 
stoves of the old construction. For while several 
of the modern stoves economise fuel to a con- 
siderable extent, their expense puts them beyond 
the reach of those to whom this economy of fuel 
would be important ; and to those who can afford 
the expense of their application, the economy of 
fuel is a matter of indifference. The old principle 
of open stoves is undoubtedly wasteful of fuel, as a 
large portion of heat escapes up the chimney; but 
it is doubtful whether any of these modern inven- 
tions yet accomplish great economy of fuel, accc 
panied with moderate cost and easy application 
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(297.) The stoves which come now to bo men- 
tioned are of a different character, and form that 
clnss (the only one known in many parts of 
Europe) whicli heat the air by contact with their 
surfaces, and not by radiation directly from the 
fawning fuel itself. In most of these stoves the 
fire is wholly concealed from view ; while in a 
few, of modem invention, a part of the fire is 
dimly seen through talc placed in the front. 

(298.) In the North of Europe, close stoves are 
alone used for heating buildings. In Russia and 
Sweden, the stove is generally made of brick, 
tiles, or stone, and it occupies 11 large space at one 
end of the room. It is usually either square or 
oblong, and is divided by partitions into different 
compartments, so as to increase the surface over 
which the smoke and heated gases pass before 
they finally escape into the chimney- The ma- 
terials which compose the stove, being slow con- 
ductors of heat, they retain the heat for a long 
time when once warmed ; and these stoves seldom 
require replenishing with fuel more than once a 
day. They usually burn wood for fuel, and are 
supplied by a fire-door exterior to the room in- 
tended to be warmed. M. Guyton endeavoured 
to introduce these stoves into France at the close 
of the last century, and paid much attention to 
the best form of construction and the compara- 
tive cost of fuel, the results of which were pub- 
lished in the Annates de Chimie.* 

Mr. Oundy took out a patent in this country, 
in 1844, for a stove made of fire-clay, which it 
was supposed would combine the advantages of 
an open fire with the mild heat from earthen or 
pottery surfaces. The large size which such a 
stove requires to be, in order to afford sufficient 
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* See also Repertory of Arts, vol. xvi., p. 254, et stq. 
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heating surface for a building of any considerable 
extent, must necessarily prevent its general appli- 
cation; and it lias not hitherto proved generally 
successful where large areas are required to be 
heated. 

(299.) In Germany, iron stoves are used, which 
heat the air by contact with their surfaces. A very 
superior stove is also used, made of glazed earthen- 
ware, which is very similar to the Swedish stoves 
just described, and which gives a mild and agree- 
able heat. This stove necessarily occupies much 
room ; but it is decidedly the best construction for 
a close stove, as the quality of the air is less injured 
by it than by the heated metal from ordinary close 
stoves. With all these close stoves it is usual to 
employ a vase of water to supply moisture to the 
air, to prevent the unpleasant (.'fleets which would 
otherwise be experienced, and which will be 
noticed in the following chapter. 

(300.) In this country, hot-air stoves constructed 
of iron have been usually employed for warming 
large buildings, until the introduction of the plan 
of warming by steam and by hot water. 

The hot-air stove is too well known to need 
description. It may be observed, however, that 
the great defect of these stoves is that they heat 
the air too highly, and thereby render it unwhole- 
some ; and whatever plan of construction tends to 
increase the heated surface exposed to the air 
without increasing the size of the fire-box itself, 
will of course lower the temperature of the surface 
which heats the air, and thereby render the stove 
less objectionable. This has been accomplished 
in a very ingenious manner by Mr. Sylvester, by 
means of covering the cast-iron ease, which receives 
the heat from the fire, with iron ribs projecting 
tlrree or four inches beyond the surface of the 
case. These ribs greatly increase the surface, 
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and thereby reduce tlic temperature, which is the 
great desideratum in these stoves. 

(301.) The method Of heating by cockle-stoves is 
but little more than a modification of the ordinary ■ 
hot-air stoves adapted to a larger scale. Mr. Strutt, 
of Belper, m Derbyshire, appears to hays been the 
first person to introduce an improved method of 
heating by cockle-stoves ; and from the year 1792, 
when ho hrst warmed his large cotton factories in 
this manner, various improvements have been 
made in these stoves, which, without at all altering 
their principles, have rendered their application 
more general. 

The cockle-stove consists of a very thick iron 
case, which forms the top and sides of the furnace. 
This case, or cockle, is enclosed in another case of 
brick or stone, placed so as to allow a space of 
three or four inches, or more, between them in 
every part ; and appropriate openings are left for 
the admission of cold air at the bottom, and for 
the emission of the hot air at the top, which is 
from thence conveyed through channels or pipes 
to any place which is required to be warmed. A 
vast number of ingenious contrivances have been 
proposed for the improvement of this apparatus, 
and for many years it was the principal method of 
warming all the large buildings in England. It 
has been sometimes called the Belper stove, after 
the name of the residence of the inventor. The 
unwholesome effects of these stoves, however, have 
caused them to be now nearly superseded by the 
use of hot-water pipes, which, from their lower 
temperature, are free from the injurious tendency 
which the hot-air stoves have always been found 
to exhibit.* 

* The heating power of these cockle-stoves is very eon- 
siiliriiltle. Mr. Sylvester states, in his work " On. Heating the 
Derby Infirmary," that a cockle which has 17 square feet of 
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(302.) A stnve invented by Dr. Nott, of Phila- 
delphia, has been found to produce very consider- 
able effect with but a small expenditure of fuel, 
and requiring very little attention. This stove 
is usually something of a pyramidical form. The 
lower part, which forms the fire-box, is lined with 
fire-bricks, and the stove is divided vertically 
into two compartments. The fuel is put into tins 
stove through an opening near the top, which 
forms a reservoir for the fuel, and occupies the 
front part of the stove, and the smoke passes 
downwards tlirough a grating placed at the 
bottom, and then escapes through the back part 
of the stove into the chimney. The air for the 
support of the combustion enters the stove prin- 
cipally on the top of the fuel, and a small portion 
also enters below. As the fuel burns but slowlv 
in consequence of the small quantity of air ad- 
mitted, the fire-box and reservoir, when once 
tilled, will supply fuel for several hours, "and give 
a very great heat. In fact, the heat is generally 
so considerable, and the air is thereby rendered 
so arid, that it is extremely unpleasant and un- 
wholesome to those who are exposed to its in- 
fluence. 

(303.) One of the most economical stoves as 
regards the consumption of fuel, that has yet been 
invented, is that which has been introduced by 
Dr. Arnott. This invention is an improvement 
(in some respects) upon Dr. Nott's stove above 

heating surface warmed 3 44,600 cubic feet of air 56° in twelve 
hours, with the consumption of 60 lbs. of coal. This is equal 
to 26,7C>K cubic feet raised 1° per minute by 17 square feet of 
heating-surface, or 1,574 cubic feet of air raised 1° per minute 
by each square foot of the surface of the cockle. This is just 
7 times the effect produced by hot-water pipes (see Art. 9'J and 
105) ; but in economy of fuel it is inferior, being in the pro- 
portion of about 19 to 22. For a full description of the cockle- 
stove, bob chapter x., part i. 
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described, the principal difference being the 
limiting the admission of air by which the com- 
bustion is regulated, and by separating the burn- 
ing fuel more perfectly from actual contact with 
the heating surface of the stove, by which means 
the excessive heat of Dr. Nott's stove is in a great 
measure avoided. The plan used iu these stoves 
for regulating the admission of air was, long pre- 
vious to its application by Dr. Aniott, employed 
for limiting the intensity of the heat of furnaces; 
for which invention Dr. Ure, some years sinco, 
obtained a patent. Dr. Arnott's stove consists of 
an external case of iron, of any shape that fancy 
may dictate; within this case a fire-clay box, to 
contain the fuel, is placed, having a grating at 
the bottom, and a space is left between the fire- 
box and the exterior case, so as to prevent, as 
much as possible, the communication of too much 
heat to the exterior case. The pedestal of the 
etove forms the ash-pit, and there is no com- 
munication between the stove and the ash-pit, 
except through the grating at the bottom of the 
fire-box. A small external hole in the ash-pit, 
covered by a valve, admits the air to the fire, and 
according as this valve is more or less open, the 
vividness of the combustion is increased or 
diminished, and thence the greater or less heat 
produced by the stove. The quantity of air ad- 
mitted by this valve is governed by a self-regu- 
lating apparatus, either by the expansion and 
contraction of air confined by mercury in a tube, 
or by the unequal expansion of two bars of dif- 
ferent metals riveted together, on the plan pro- 
posed by Dr. Ure.* The smoke escapes through 

* This ingenious and simple invention consists of two thin 
narrow liars, one of brass or copper, and the other of iron, 
about eighteen inches or more in length, riveted together at 
each end. On subjecting this compound bar to heat, the 
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a pipe at the back of the stove; very little smoke, 
however, is eliminated from these stoves, tin- fuel 
being always either coko or anthracite coal, llv 
adjusting the regulator so as to admit only u 
small quantity of air, the temperature of the 
stove Jb kept within the required limits ; and 
owing to the slow-conducting power of the fire- 
clay, of which the fire-box is formed, the heat of 
the fuel is concentrated within the lire-box, and 
the fuel burns with less air, and therefore more 
slowly than it would otherwise do. 'I'd is slow 
combustion of the fuel, however, produces a bttttt 
quantity of carbonic oxide, which is liable to 
escape into the room, and being a strong narcotic 
poison, is attended with considerable danger to 
those who breathe it. The escape of this gas 
from these stoves has been experimentally ascer- 
tained by Dr. Ure, by attaching to the ash-pit of a 
stove a glass vessel containing a solution of sub- 
acetate of lead, which was speedily acted upon by 
the carbonic gas, and formed into the insoluble 
carbonate of lead.* Carburetted hydrogen gas is 
also frequently formed in these stoves, and many 
dangerous explosions have in consequence oc- 
curred, and many calamitous fires have been 
produced by them, and they require, therefore, 
to be used with the utmost caution. The endea- 
vours to prevent these explosions have hitln 
been unsuccessful ; and so long as the princij 

brass expands considerably more than the iron, and the 
elongation of the bars eaiiNert them to open in the centre and 
recede from each other (forming a bow), in consequence of 
tbeir being riveted together at both ends. The greater the 
heat, the more the centres of the bars recede irom each other, 
or the greater the arc of the bow becomes ; and by comhining 
together a series of these bars, almost any extent of motion 
may be obtained Cur the purpose of opening or closing valvi 
or air-passages of furnaces or ovens. 

* Ure's " Dictionary of Arts," &c. ; art. " Stove. 
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of the extreme slow combustion and small ad- 
mission of air is preserved, it will probably be 
impossible to prevent them occasionally talcing 
place. They appear to arise from the inflam- 
mable gases generated during the combustion of 
the fuel, being detained in the stove and in the 
chimney, by the want of sufficient draught; and 
they are particularly liable to occur when the 
chimney is very large, or it' it consists merely of 
an iron pipe, and is much exposed to the cooling 
influence of the atmosphere. In such cases the 
heat which escapes into the chimney is insufficient 
to cause the ascent of the liberated gases ; they 
therefore collect in the stove, or in the chimney, 
and the explosive effects become visible whenever 
the air and the gases mix together in certain pro- 
portions. The compound thus formed is similar 
to the gas known in mines by the name of fire- 
damp ; and this mixture will explode whenever 
the carburetted hydrogen is not less than one- 
twelfth and not more than one-sixth of the whole 
mass. The explosion of carbonic oxide only takes 
place under particular circumstances ; but red-hot 
charcoal will cause it to explode when mixed in 
the proportion of two measures of oxide to one of 
atmospheric air ;* and Dr. Dalton has remarked 
other circumstances under which this gas may 
explode when mixed with atmospheric air, the 
carbonic oxide being not less than one-fifth, and 
the oxygen not less than one-thirteenth of the 
whole mixture, f Many plans to remedy these 
evils have been proposed, principally by the ad- 
mission of air above the fuel as well as through 
the ash-pit in the usual manner ; but occasionally 
this increases the evil, during certain stages of 
the combustion, though generally the effect is to 

I Dr. Henry's "Chemistry," vol. ii., p. 3i7. 
Dr. Daltou'a " Chemical Philosophy," p. 373. 
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increase the temperature of the stove so much a* 
to render it extremely unpleasant, and liable to all 
the objections which exist against the old hot-:iir 
stores. The immense number of serious accidents 
which have occurred from these stoves ought to 
render those persons who use them extremely cave* 
lul. The great source of danger arises from their 
fancied security ; and this erroneous notion has 
caused them to be placed in situations not suffi- 
ciently protected ; and either by explosions, or by 
the stoves from accidental causes becoming red- 
hot, many buildings have been set on fire, and 
most serious damage sustained.* 

(;t04.) A very excellent contrivance for a stove, 
which burns coal, and at the same time consumes 
its own smoke, was invented by Dr. Franklin, in 
the year 1771. Nearly a century previous to 
that time, M. Delesme, a French engineer, de- 
scribed an exceedingly rude contrivance on a 
similar principle, which was afterwards mentioned 
by Dr. Leutmann in a work mi stoves, published 
by him in Germany, in 172:1. Dr. Franklin ex- 
pressly acknowledged that this stove of Deleerae 
gave rise to his own invention. This stove is in 
the shape of a large vase, of which fig. 53 is a 
section, and it is fully described in Dr. Franklin's 
wojkw.f Near the bottom of the body of the 
vase a grating c is placed, on which the fuel 

* The author is in possession of mi extensive list of accidents 
caui-odby those stoves, smjiu involving total destruction of tha 
building", and many more of serious damage. In one of the 
former three lives wore lost ; and among buildings totally 
destroyed is to bo reckoned Okulmmntoii Cliurch, and (almost 
beyond a doubt) the Armoury at tho Power of London ; fiowtj) 
Castle, near Dublin; Lorkfield House, Sussex; and a vast 
in mi I">t of other private and public buildings have hud narrow 
oseupes from destruction from this cause. And wherever these 
stoves aro used, the utuiunt caution ought to be observed t 
keep them insulated from everything of an inflammable ft 

f .Franklin's " Works," vol. ii., pp. 2!)ii — U00. 
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ts, and the top a b opens 

the purpose of supplying 
: fuel : d is a square box 
ming the pedestal of the 
ve, at the bottom of which 
)ther grate is fixed to allow 
i ashes to fall into the box 

This latter box is open at 
! back, and communicates 
;h the hot-air passages// 
1 ff g, through which the 
ited gaseous matter given 

from the fuel passes before it enters the 
mney. It will be perceived that the draught 
this stove is downwards ; that is, the air enters 
a small hole, about one and a half inch dia- 
ter, at the top of the stove, passes through the 
1 in the vase, and escapes, together with the • 
teous products of the fuel, through the pedestal 
the box e, and the hot-air passages// and g g. 
at portion of the fuel which lies on the grate c 
ilways red hot ; and the smoke from any fresh 
1 having to pass through this heated medium, 
xrasumed, and the gases pass off in a clear and 
lost invisible state, so that no smoke lodges in 
! air-passages, or in the chimney. Like all 
ves with a downward draught, the fire is trou- 
some to light in the first instance ; but when 
:o lighted, it can be made to burn for almost 
j length of time without attention, by merely 
usting the opening at the top for the admission 
air, and the consumption of fuel is extremely 
all. 

This stove, with some slight alterations, has 
m brought before the public on more than one 
asion since Franklin's time, as a new in- 
ition; and within the last four or five years 
las been again brought forward with arrange- 
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merits very decidedly inferior to those proposed 
by Franklin. As designed by hini, this stove is 
the best and most economical of its class, superior 
to Dr. Arnott's stove in its equality of tempera- 
ture, economy of fuel, and permanence of action; 
though like the latter, and all others of the same 
general character, the want of ventilation, and the 
peculiar effects produced on atmospheric air by 
highly heated iron, render it undesirable for con- 
stant use in rooms for ordinary and domestic 
occupation. 

(305.) The application of a method of burning 
carburetted hydrogen or coal gas, for the produc- 
tion of artificial heat for warming buildings, is an 
invention of rather recent date. The apparatus 
in which this is effected is very simple. 
metallic ring, pierced on its upper side with 
great number of holes of very small size, is ci 
nected with a pipe communicating with the gas 
main, and is placed within a double drum or 
cylinder of iron, raised an inch or two from the 
floor on small legs. This double drum is so made 
that there is a space between the inner and outer 
cylinder of about two inches ; and in this space, 
near to the bottom, the ring pierced with holes is 
fixed. A stop-cock in the pipe connecting the 
pierced ring with the gas-main shuts off the 
supply of gas when the stove is not in use. 
opening this cock, and applying a light to tl 
pierced ring, a brilliant ring of flame is immc 
diately produced, which soon warms both the 
inner and outer case of the stove by the heat gene- 
rated during the combustion of the carburetted 
hydrogen gas. The top of the drum is covered 
with a large open ventilator, by which the heated 
air that passes through the inner cylinder is 
allowed to escape into the room ; but the produi 
of the combustion, having no means of 
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pass downwards from the bottom of the stove into 
the room. This having been found exceedingly 
unwholesome, a plan has been contrived by which 
a considerable portion of the products of the com- 
bustion are carried off by a pipe inserted between 
the two cylinders, which conveys away the gase- 
ous products into the open air. 

A moderate size stove of this description burns 
from 12 to 1-5 cubic feet of earburetted hydrogen 
gas per hour ; and this is converted into two new 
compounds — water and carbonic-acid gas. The 
quantity of water formed will be 2'6 cubic inches 
for each eubic foot of earburetted hydrogen, or 
;ibi nit a pint to a pint and a quarter of water per 
hour; and from 12 to 15 cubic feet of carbonic- 
acid gas, and eight times that quantity of nitrogen, 
will be tlio constant products of the combustion, 
and produce the most serious deterioration in the 
quality of the air. But when these gaseous pro- 
ducts are carried off by a chimney, the loss sus- 
tained will be very nearly one-half the total heat 
which is produced by the burning of the gas. 

(306.) Dr. Daltou's experiments have proved 
that the combustion of one pound in weight of 
earburetted hydrogen generated sufficient heat to 
melt 85 lbs. of ice. A cubic foot of this gas weighs 
292 "89 grains ; and a stove burning 15 cubic feet 
an hour, for 15 hours a day, will consume 225 
cubic feet, or 9 - 41 lbs. of gas, which therefore 
would melt 799 lbs. of ice ; and the cost of this 
quantity of gas, at the present price of five 
shillings per 1,000 cubic feet, would be one 
shilling and three halfpence. The latent heat of 
water being 140", the same quantity of heat that 
would melt 799 lbs. of ice would heat 179-2 cubic 
feet of water 10°. And as one cubic foot of water 
will raise the temperature of 2,990 cubic feet of air 
as many degrees as the water loses (Art. 97), 
u 2 
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the combustion of 225 cubic feet of earburetted 
hydrogen gas would raise the temperature of 
585,808 cubic feet of air 10°. This, then, will 
be the- total effect of a stove of tins kind. But 
we find (Art. 94), that 15-91 lbs. of coal will pro- 
duce exactly the same quantity of heat, the cost 
of which, at 21 shillings per ton, will be only 
about twopence, or, to allow for waste and im- 
perfect combustion, say the coal will cost three- 
pence; it therefore appears that the cost of fuel 
tor a gas stove without a flue will be about five 
times as much as a hot-air stove that burns coal, 
and about ten times as much as for coal, if the gas 
Btove has a flue for carrying off the products of 
the combustion.* Sir John Robison, who did 
much to improve the gas stoves, and particularly 
in applying them to the purposes of cooking, in a 
paper read before the Society of Arts for Scotland, 
after describing some of his improvements, con- 
cluded by stating, " on the whole, it may be 
assumed that this mode of heating apartments is 
the most expensive, the least efficient, and, ex- 
cepting that by Joyce's charcoal stove, the most 
insalubrious that can be resorted to."t 

(307.) The stove invented by Mr. Joyce, for 
burning charcoal, has been so universally admitted 
as too unwholesome for use, that it would be 
almost unnecessary to describe it, were it not for 
the vast interest it excited on its first announcement 
to the public. The stove consists of a thin metal 
case, generally in the form of an urn or vase. 
Through the bottom of this, there is a small pipe 
which rises for two or three inches into the body 
of the stove, and terminates about the centre in a 
conical-shaped funnel, closed at the top, and 
pierced full of holes. This pipe conveys air to 

* See note to Art. 66, ante. 

\ Mechanics' Magazine, vol. xsxii., p. 292. 
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the fuel ; and at the top of the stove there is a 
valve or regulator, by which the rate of combustion 
can be controlled ; for no more air will enter the 
lower pipe than is sufficient to replace the volume 
of gas given oft' from the valve at the top of the 
stove. A small quantity of ignited charcoal being 
placed in the stove, the remaining space is fillod 
up with eharooal not ignited ; and the combustion 
is slowly carried on by the air, which enters at 
the lower pipe, and can be continued for a vast 
number of hours without any attention. The 
whole of the charcoal is converted into carbonic- 
acid gas, the effects of which are fatal to animal 
life. Little or no smell is emitted by these stoves ; 
the charcoal being deprived of its usual pungent 
quality by reburning it thoroughly in a close 
oven, and quenching it while hot with an alkaline 
solution. Independent of all other considerations, 
these stoves areamost expensive mode of producing 
heat, owing to the high price which charcoal 
always bears in this country. 

These stoves are remarkable chiefly for the 
extraordinary interest they excited on their first 
introduction to public notice. Before the speci- 
fication for the patent was enrolled, one of these 
stoves was publicly exhibited for several weeks ; 
and probably no invention ever excited bo much 
attention in so short a time; as the nature of the 
fuel and plan of combustion were strictly kept 
secret, and it was supposed a new era in the 
production of artificial lieatwas about to commence. 
No sooner did the stoves come into use, however, 
than their deleterious effects were apparent. 
Several persons were suffocated by using them ; 
and the high anticipations which at first were 
entertained of them were quickly dissipated, and 
"Veir use reduced within very narrow limits. 

(308.) An immense number of stoves have been 
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lit before the public during the lad 
yearn. of which the novelty consists iii nothing 
but their name*. T«. describe them would be 
useless. Like other ephemeral productions, they 
will mostly sink into oblivion, and pvohtbiv W 
succeeded bv others a.- J* i . iiiality. 

There is still room, however, for great in | 
mente in the product i-.'ii of store heat; but, until 
the salubrirv of the ojien firegrate can be coni- 
bined with the greater economy oi thi close store, 
there does not ap]«ar much f satis- 

fying the required conditions, as all which hare 
hitherto been invented are deficient in one or other 
oi these particulars. 

(309.) The same objections also, to a greater or 
less extent, apply to all the methods of heating by 
flues. The extremely unequal temperature of the 
flues causes an inauraoantable objection to their 
general adoption, even it' their great expense and 
difficulty of adaptation to dwelling-houses or pub- 
lic buildings did not operate against them. One 
of the best systems of flues was proposed a few 
years since, by Mr. Alfred Beaumont, in which 
the principal novelty consisted in the furnace 
being built above the flue, and having a down- 
ward draught. By this means the smoke from 
the fire was nearly or quite consumed, and a 
very great evil of common flues thereby pre- 
vented; as the surface of the flues being by this 
means free from soot, which is a non-conductor 
of heat, a more free distribution of heat took place 
than hy the old flues, and the fire was also much 
more under control. The principle, already de- 
scribed, for downward draughts applies equally 
to this plan. The furnace (in some cases) was 
merely a circular hole sunk in the floor, about two 
Or three feet deep. The bottom, when in use, 
wan a solid plate ; which was moveable, to take 
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away the ashes. About three inches from the 
bottom there was an entrance into the flue ; 
through this the flame and the products of com- 
bustion passed to the flues, and the fire being 
always bright at the bottom, the combustible 
gases from the fresh fuel, by passing through this, 
were converted into other products, which did not 
deposit smoke. In other cases, a stove made of 
fire-clay was raised on the floor ; and the flame 
and heated gases passed into the flues, which 
formed the stone flooring of the room to be heated. 
In all these cases, the principle was the same ; 
and several public buildings were heated on this 
plan, which is probably the best of any system of 
flues. 

The Palmuise system of heating was, a few 
years since, a great favourite with some persons 
who anticipated from it results which a very 
slight acquaintance with true science would have 
shown to be utterly fallacious. This plan was in 
reality nothing more than the old mode of flue- 
heating, with a very slight modification in the 
form and construction of the furnace. The plan 
is now so completely abandoned, that it hardly 
merits more than a very casual description. The 
furnace was merely a plain square or oblong box 
of fire-brick, with a strong cast-iron plate form- 
ing the entire top ; and beyond this were the 
usual flues, such as ordinarily used in the old plan 
of heating green-houses. The only novelty, 
therefore, consisted in using a cast-iron plate to 
cover the top of the furnace ; and this plate be- 
coming intensely heated, the air was brought in 
a continued steam over it, thus imbibing heat in 
its passage into the room or building to be heated. 
It is useless to point out the defects of this plan ; 
they were numerous and palpable. It combined 
all the defects of the old flue system, added to 



THE rAI.MAISH .SYSTEM, 



those of the cockle-stove, and others peculiar to 
itself, arising from its primary construction, which 
rendered it so liable to accident and derangement 
that it was found utterly valueless for any prac- 
tical purpose. Its name was derived from a small 
town in Scotland, where this particular form of 
flue-heating was first used ; and its supposed 
cheapness of construction obtained for it at first 
many advocates, who, however, shortly found 
that its want of durability rendered it unsuitable 
for general use, while in other respects it was 
decidedly inferior to the old system of heating by 
flues. 



CHAPTER III. 



ON THE CHANGES PRODUCED IN ATMOSPHERIC AIR, BY 
HEAT, COMBUSTION, AND RESPIRATION. 

Necessity for Ventilation — Constitution of the Atmosphere — 
Ventilation first proposed in Sixteenth Century — Subse- 
quent Inventions For Ventilating — Effects of Contaminated 
Air on the Human Frame— EffoctH of Climate on Health 
and Longevity — Cause of Miasmata — Effects of excessive 
Moisture and Excessive Dryness of the Atmosphere — Re- 
spiration : its Products and Efieuts — Imjjuro Air — Carbonic- 
acid Gas — Vapour from the Body — Effect of Diminished 
Pressure — Electric Condition of the Air — Production of 
(hone — Decomposition of Extraneous Matter in the Air — 
fects of Hydrogen, Carburottod Hydrogen, and Carbonic 
ride — Quantity of Air required for Ventilation — Import- 
e of the Air to Animal and Vegetable Life. 

(310.) Probably no subject connected with the 
health and vigour of the mind and body deserves 
more and receives less attention than the con- 
dition of the internal atmosphere of our houses 
and apartments. Attempts are indeed occa- 
sionally made to introduce some system of venti- 
lation in public buildings, but they are far more 
frequently unsuccessful than otherwise, in conse- 
quence of the arrangements not having formed 
any part of the original plan, and being mere 
additions of a very imperfect character. In 
private dwellings, however, ventilation appears 
never to be considered as at all necessary; but if 
the contaminations and impurities that are fre- 
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quently contained in the air, which forms 
pabulum vita; of human beings, could be seen by 
the eye, in the same way as contaminations or 
impurities in ordinary alimentary food, the evil 
would not be endured for even the smallest period 
of time. 

(311.) The real constitution of the atmosphere has 
been known, comparatively, but a short time ; the 
experiments of Priestley, Scheele, and Lavoisier, 
in the latter part of the last century, having first 
made known its true nature. More than twenty 
centuries previously, however, Hippocrates wrote 
so justly on the immense importance of breathing 
pure air, of the great influence which it exerted on 
health and longevity, and laid down such excellent 
rules upon the subject, that few writers, even of 
tbe present day, appear to have more correct 
notions of the vast and important effects which 
the air produces on the human frame, than were 
possessed by this great father of medicine.* 
Agricola, however, in the sixteenth century, 
appears to have been the first writer on artificial 
ventilation ; he having recommended the ventila- 
tion of mines by producing a current of air by 
fire, much in the same manner as has been prac- 
tised in the ordinary ventilation of mines ever 
since his time. Nothing of any considerable im- 
portance occurred after this, until Desaguliers, in 
1727, proposed a ventilating pump,"f" which some 
years afterwards Dr. HalesJ applied in a better 
manner, and to a considerable extentj in the 
ventilation of ships, hospitals, prisons, and other 
places, which were found to be unwholesome by 
confined air. In 1734 Desaguliers invented a 

* "Hippocrates," lib. "De Aere, Aquis, et Locis." 

f Philosophical Transaction*, 1727, vol. xixv., p. 353. 

\ Ibid., 1743; and Dr. Halea "On Ventilators. " London, 
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centrifugal ventilating wheel, or fan ; and in 
1739 Sutton proposed a plan of ventilating whips, 
which consisted in drawing the air required for 
the combustion of the fuel in the ship's cooking 
apparatus, through pipes leading from the hold, 
and other confined places,* precisely on the same 
plan that has been repeatedly adopted since his 
time, and has also been applied to the present 
Houses of Parliament. Since the time of Hales, 
many plans have been proposed for ventilating 
buildings, but they are mostly modifications of 
one or the other of the methods here described, 
and these methods, if properly applied, are amply 
sufficient to accomplish all that is required. 

(312.) Few persons have any notion of the vast 
consequences which result from impure air; and 
how seriously the duration of human life is affected 
by want of proper attention to this important sub- 
ject. Dr. James Johnson, f speaking of the effects 
of impure air, says, " that ague and fever, two of 
the most prominent features of the malarious in- 
fluence, are <w a drop of water in the ocean, when 
compared with the other less obtrusive but more 
dangerous maladies that silently disorganise the 
vital structure of the human fabric, under the 
influence of this deleterious and invisible poison ; " 
and experience proves that multitudes shorten 
their lives by breathing impure air, and many 
more lay the foundation of diseases, accompanied 
by years of pain and sorrow, by neglecting to 
avail themselves of the bountiful provision of 
nature, which spontaneously affords to all who 
choose it an unlimited supply of this important 
element, and requiring merely an unrestricted 
and free passage to diffuse itself abundantly in 
every direction. 

* Pkilotophical Tnimactimis, 1742, vol. xlii., p. 42. 

| " Diary of a Philosopher." 
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(.313.) The powerful effects which are produced 
on the animal functions by certain deleterious gases 
are very imperfectly known, as they are generally 
found in so diluted a state as to render their action 
slow and almost imperceptible. But to be aware 
of their real nature and influence, we should see 
their effects in a more concentrated form. Dr. 
Christison, in his work on Poisons, quotes from 
Halle - a description of the effects of the gases 
from the fosse (VAisance of Paris, on those who 
inhale them ; and Dr. Kay gives the following 
account of them in his work on Asphyxia.* 
"Often the individual exposed to them perishes 
in a moment, his head and arms falling, and the 
trunk being doubled up from the instantaneous loss 
of muscular power. If death does not immediately 
occur, the victim, when he recovers from the first 
effects of this exposure, is affected with pains in 
the head, nausea, fainting fits, severe pains in the 
stomach and limbs, and constriction of the throat. 
Sometimes he utters involuntary cries, or lapses 
into delirium, accompanied with the sardonic 
laugh and convulsions, or tetanus ensues. The 
face is pale ; the pupil dilated and motionless ; 
the mouth filled with a white or bloody froth ; 
respiration convulsive ; the pulsation of the heart 
irregular ; the skin cold ; until at length' complete 
asphyxia and death terminate the scene of suffer- 
ing." The gases which produce these effects are 
combinations of ammonia, sulphuretted hydrogen, 
and nitrogen ; and all these gases are occasionally 
to be found in the contaminated air of close ill- 
ventilated rooms, though of course in smaller 
quantities. The effects of climate are of the same 
kind. The impurity of the air in certain localities 
produces the most frightful results. Cretinism, 

* Dr. Kay'a "Physiology and Treatment of Asphyxia," 
p. 326. 
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although its cause is not positively ascertained, is 
ascribed by medical writers to confined air and 
other agencies ;* and so frightful and revolting is 
this state of degeneracy of both body and mind, 
that Dr. James Johnson's description of the disease 
fully realizes the character which he has given it, 
that " Goitre (or the enlarged neck), on such a 
scale as we see in the Vallais, is bad enough ; but 
Cretinism is a cure for the pride of man, and may 
hero be studied by the philosopher and physician 
on a large scale, and in its most frightful colours."t 
The picture is almost too frightful to copy, and is 
only second to his description of another scourge, 
Pellagra, arising from the same cause, which 
afflicts nearly one-seventh of the inhabitants of 
the Loinbardo- Venetian Plains,^ and the wretched 
victims of which rot away in a state so painful 
and disgusting, that the description absolutely 
sickens the reader, and prepares him for the an- 
nouncement that multitudes of these wretched 
beings end their state of hopeless misery by 
committing suicide, which they generally do by 
drowning. 

(314.) The statistical reports laid before Par- 
liament by the War Office, on the sickness and 
mortality of the troops of the United Kingdom 
stationed'in different parts of the world, prove 
most clearly the immense effect upon human life 
produced by small and almost inappreciable 
differences in the quality of the atmosphere. For 
on the same class of persons performing the same 
duties, and placed as nearly as possible in the 
same circumstances, the average mortality varies 
in different parts of the world from 137 per cent. 

* Dr. Hawkins's "Medical Statistics," p. 198. 

f Dr. James Johnson's " Change of Air ; or, The Pursuit of 
Health," &c, p. 56. 

J Ibid., p. 75. 
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per annum to 66 - 83 per cent, per annum ; or the 
mortality is nearly forty-nine times as great in 
some localities as in others.* The morbific 
influence of certain gaseous emanations from the 
earth, in various parts of the globe, is well known. 
" The banks of the Nile about Sennaar," says 
Bruce, " resemble the plcasantest part of Holland 
in the summer season ; but soon after, when the 
rains cease, and the sun exerts his utmost influence, 
the dora begins to ripen, the leaves to turn yellow 
and to rot, tho lakes to putrify, smell, and "be full 
of vermin, and all this beauty suddenly disappears 
— bare-scorched Nubia returns; and all its terrors 
of poisonous winds and moving sands, glowing 
and ventilated with sultry blasts, which are fol- 
lowed by a troop of terrible attendants — epilepsies, 

* These reports present the result of twenty years' observation, 
and were laid before Parliament in the years 1838, 1839, and 
1840, being respectively for " The "West Indies," " The United 
Kingdom, the Mediterranean, and British America;" and 
" Western Africa, the Mauritius, &c." The following list is 
extracted from these reports, and gives the mortality per cent, 
per annum, among white troops only, exclusive of native troops : 





Per Cent. 


Per Cent. 


British Guiana 


. 8-4 


Sierra Leone 


48-3 


Trinidad . 


. 10-63 


Cape Coast Castle 


66-83 


Tobago 


. 15-28 


St. Helena . 


3-3 


Grenada 


. 6-18 


Cape of Good Hope 
Cape of Good Hope, 
Frontiers 


1-37 


St. Vincent's 


. 5-49 




Barbadoes . 


. 5-85 


0-98 


St. Lucia . 


. 12-28 


Mauritius . 


2-74 


Dominica . 


. 13-74 


Ionian Islands . 


2-52 


Antigua, &c. 


. 4-06 


New Brunswick . 


1-47 


St. Kitts . 


. 7-10 


United Kingdom 


1-4 


Jamaica 


. 12-13 


Canada 


1-61 



These interesting reports give many particulars relating to 
the climate of each place. The principal characteristic of 
Sierra Leone and Cape Coast Castle is the extreme humidity 
of the atmosphere. In the year 182S upwards of 313 inches 
of rain fell in three months at tho former place; and in the 
following year the quantity was 144£ inches in six months; 
but owing to the registers being imperfect, the annual mean 
quantity has not been exactly ascertained. 
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apoplexies, violent fevers, obstinate agues, and 
lingering and painful dysenteries, still more 
obstinate and mortal."* So pestilential is this 
spot, that " no horse, mule, ass, or any beast 
of burden will breed or even live at ©ennaar, 
or many miles round it. Poultry does not live 
there. Neither dog nor cat, sheep nor bullock, 
can be preserved a season there. They must all 
go every half-year to the sands."f Dr. James 
Johnsons graphic account of the Campagna di 
Roma,J and its poisonous exhalations, and Signor 
Gaetano Giorgini's account of some other pesti- 
ferous localities, § give a sufficient idea of tho 
effects of apparently small corruptions of tho 
atmosphere. And these accounts, to which vast 
numbers of others might be added, all prove how 
very small an alteration in tho constitution of the 
atmosphere materially affects the health of all who 
expose themselves to its influence. Professor 
Daniell has lately ascertained some facts, which 
render it probable that many of the localities 
desolated by malaria owe their unwholesomeness 
to small quantities of sulphuretted hydrogen, 
produced by decomposition of tho sulphates 
contained in sea-water by decayed vegetable 
matter. || 

(315.) We have seen the effect of climate on 
the military, by the returns from the War Office, 
already alluded to. The duration of life among 
the inhabitants of different countries is not less 
remarkable. The average deaths annually, through- 

* Bmce's " Travels," vol. vi., p. 387. 

| Ibid., vol. vi., p. 381. 

j Dr. James Johnson's "Change of Air," &c, pp. 117 and 
219. 

§ Ann. ds Chimie, vol. xxix. ; also, London and Edinburgh 
Philosophical Magazine, vol. six., p. 15. 

H Daniell " On Sulphuretted Hydrogen," &c. ; London and 
Edinburgh Philotophical Magazine, vol. xix., pp. 1 — 19. 
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out England and Wales, are in tlie proportion of 
one for every sixty inhabitants ; and they vary 
in every country,* being nearly three times more 
numerous in some parts of Europe, than in England. 
Very remarkable differences occur also in localities 
differing but very little from each other. M. 
Quetelct, in his celebrated work on Man, states, 
in reference to the effects of climate on the duration 
of life, that the deaths annually in the different 
localities are as follow : — 
Departement de 1'Orne . 1 death in every 524 inhabitants. 

„ de Finisterre 1 ,, 3U-4 „ 

Province of Namur . . I „ 51*8 ,, 

,, of Zealand ) , ,„., 

(Netherlands) j ' " * 9 a 

This great excoss of mortality in the last-named 
place, M. Quetelet attributes to the extreme and 
constant humidity of the atmosphere, which pro- 
duces an immense number of fevers and other 
maladies.j" The observations of M. Bossi also 

* Dr. Hawkins, in hie " Medical Statistics," pp. 30 — 74, 
gives the following average of the animal deaths in different 
localities : — 



England 
Pays de Vaud 



Holland 
Prance . 
Prussia . 
Kingdom of Napl< 
Wirteruberg . 
Eussia . 
Venetian Provinces 
United States . 
Nice 

This average for Engl 
year 1821, does not qui' 
founded on the Eeport 



. 41 



Naples . 

Leghorn 

London 

Manchester 

Binninghan 

Paris and Lyi 

Strasb u rg & Bare elona 

Madrid 



Amsterdam , 

Vienna . . 1 in 22i 

and, which is stated to extend to the 
ss agree with more recent calculations, 
the Eegistrnr-(ioneral; and the differ- 
ence probably arises from some variations in the mode of taking 
the averages. 

t Quetelet " Sur l'Homme, et le Devcloppemnnt de ses 
Facultes," &c. ; and London Statistical Journal, vol. i., p. 176. 
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confirm this opinion ; tor, by dividing the De- 
partement de VAin into four districts, lie found the 
deaths annually to be as follow :* 

In the Mountainous Farls . 1 death in every 383 inhabitants. 
On the Banks of the Rivers 1 ,, 26-6 „ 

On the level Parts sown j , „,,„ 

with Com J " " 

In Parts interspersed with i , „-.,, 

Ponds and Marshes . j " 

And it can bo shown that, in England also, the 
rate of mortality follows nearly the same ratio, 
from the same causes :+ and in the reports on the 
mortality among troops already alluded to, the 
excessive unwholesomeness of some particular 
districts is attributed entirely to the excessive 
moisture of the atmosphere, particularly when 
accompanied by high temperature. All physiolo- 
gists have agreed as to the injurious effects of a 
heated atmosphere saturated with moisture. Hip- 
pocrates, by a comparison of the prevailing diseases 
with the state of the weather, and particularly as 
respected the moisture of the air, drew conclusions, 
which the observations of succeeding ages have 
fully confirmed. Excessive dryness, however, not 
less than an extraordinary degree of moisture, 
equally destroys the salubrity of the air ; though 
the diseases produced by these opposite states 
are, as might be imagined, of a very different 
character. J The monsoon, or rainy season of 
India, the campsin, or southerly wind of Egypt, 
and the simoom, or hot wind of the Asiatic con- 

* London Statistical Journal, vol. i., p. 177. 

| Dr. Buckland, at a public meeting (March, 18-14) stated 
that in the parish of St. Margaret's, Leicester, containing 
22,000 inhabitants, one part was effectually drained, some 
parts partially so, and others not at all. In the latter the 
average duration of life is 13J years, while inthoso parts par- 
tially drained the average duration is 22£ years. 

\ Dr. Arbuthnot, " On the effects of Air on Human Bodies;" 
and Dr. Paris, " Fharmaeologia," vol. i., p. 197, 325, &c. 
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tinent, more rapidly destructive than either of the 
others, and which sometimes strikes down ita 
victims with instant death, are some among the 
numerous instances which might be adduced to 

f>rove the effects of various excessive degrees of 
leat, moisture, and dryness of the air, upon the 
animal system. 

(316.) The effects produced on the hygrometric 
condition of the air by various modes of artificial 
heat are of much importance. Dr. Ure has de- 
scribed* the result of his examination into the 
effects produced upon a great number of the gen- 
tlemen in the Long Room of the Custom House, 
London, arising from the use of the powerful hot- 
air or cockle-stoves, used for heating that esta- 
blishment. He found they were all affected with 
the same sensations and complaints ; tension or ful- 
ness of the head, flushings of the countenance, fre- 
quent confusion of ideas, remarkable coldness and 
languor in their extremities, feeble pulse, and other 
sensations of an unpleasant character. The stoves 
he found were frequently red hot, and the air pass- 
ing over them was sometimes heated to 110°, and 
was thereby rendered intensely dry. The animal 
and vegetable matters floating in the air were de- 
composed, and imparted a disagreeable smell to the 
atmosphere. This apparatus was found to be so 
pernicious that it was removed, and a different 
mode of heating adopted. But these effects, de- 
scribed by Dr. Ure, are by no means uncommon. 
The author examined a school heated in the same 
manner ; and it was found to be so pernicious to 
the health of the children, that they occasionally 
dropped off their seats in fainting fits ; and when 
this did not occur, they suffered so much by the 
debilitating effects of the intensely heated atmo- 
sphere that they constantly required the relief of 
* Philosophical Transaetiom, June, 1836. 




KITECTS Ul'' UK.sfl RATION. 



going for a few minutes into the fresh air. The 
usher of the school, a strong healthy young man, 
also suffered in the same way ; and on one occa- 
sion he fainted away in the school-room, and it 
was with difficulty that animation was restored. 
These pernicious effects, though generally in a 
somewhat less degree, always result from the use 
of intensely heated metallic surfaces. They are, 
however, much modified by tempering the air by 
the evaporation of water. In Russia and Sweden, 
the Apennines, and other places, where close 
stoves are used, an earthen vessel of water is 
always placed on tho stove for this purpose, and 
greatly mitigates the oppressive effects which 
would otherwise be experienced. The desiccating 
power of the air increases with its temperature, 
to a very great extent. Air at 32° contains, when 
saturated with moisture, yJoth of its weight of 
water ; at 59", it contains Ath ; at 86°, it contains 
Mh ; its capacity for moisture being doubled by 
each increase of 27° of Fahrenheit.* But when 
air is heated artificially, without being in contact 
with water, it is prevented from acquiring this 
additional quantity of vapour, and it then pos- 
sesses a harsh and arid feci, the effects of which 
we have already seen. This extreme aridity of 
the air causes it rapidly to absorb moisture from 
the skin and lungs of persons exposed to its influ- 
ence ; and the evaporation, by its refrigerating 
effect, contracts the blood-vessels at the surface, 
while other parts, not being exposed to this influ- 
ence, become in consequence surcharged with the 
fluids which are repelled from the extremities. t 

(317) A comparison of the dew-point of the 
air, made at those seasons of the year which are 

* Leslie " On Heat and Moisture," p. 123. 
j- "Ore ''Oa Ventilation," &u. : i'liilv^jphieal Tranmetiom . 
1836. 

X 2 




toatam artificial! v f 

flw atmosphere will be ob» 

point of toe air U not lea* t 




Fahrenheit, lower than the toaperstaR of the 
mow. When these limit* are exceeded, the ah* 
will be either too dry or too damp far healthy and 
■ sal e abl e respiration ; and a tten tion to the hrpto- 
metric condition of the air would, perhaps, tend 
more to the amelioration of that numerous chut 
of pulmonary complaints which to peculiarly dis- 
tinguish the inhabitant* of this country, than any 
otb* t remedial measure. 

(318.) 'Die decreased consumption of oxygen, 
when a highly heated atmosphere is breathed, is 
ulfto another circumstance which exerts consider- 
able influence on health. The experiments of 
Hcguui, Crawford, and lie la Roche,* on this sub- 

i'ect, show thiit, under these circumstances, the 
ilood in not so thoroughly decarbonised, as when 
a colder atmosphere is breathed ; and this, as we 
shall presently have occasion to show, quickly 
operates on the nervous system, affecting the 
animal functions as well as the mental faculties. 
In winter fully one-eighth more oxygen is con- 
mimed, than in the summer during the same 
|ierio<l.| 

(810.) The cojitiuitiitiition of the air, produced 
by respiration and by artificial heat and com- 
bustion in very considerable. Wide-spreading as 
iu> the consequences of the malarious influences 
of climate, the effects produced by the contamina- 
tions of the nir, by the causes now to be described, 
lire icfireelj lews extensive, though less capable of 
being immei i-nl|\ determined; and as the pro- 
gress of civilization causes larger numbers of 

* Murray'* " Chemistry, " vol. ir., p. 480. 

| tisbiga " Animal Chemistry," pp. 16, 17. 
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persona to congregate together, the necessity for 
attending to these effects becomes continually of 
greater importance. 

(■i'2<>.) Respiration is a never-ceasing and most 
extensive source of contamination of the air, and 
the theory of its operation has long engaged the 
attention and divided the opinions of physiologists. 
The opinion held by some of the most eminent is 
that inspiration is involuntary, being caused by 
the pressure of the air on the lungs; while expi- 
ration is the effort of the lungs to discharge the 
air after it has been changed in its nature, and 
become hurtful to them.* The effects produced 
by breathing over again a portion of this mephitic 
air depends upon the constitution of the indi- 
vidual who is exposed to its influence, and upon 
the amount of the contamination which the air has 
sustained. Considerable differences exist in the 
experiments which have been made upon the 
changes produced by respiration on atmospheric 
air : but this is unavoidable, on account of the 
very different capacity of the lungs of different 
individuals, and also in consequence of the mephitis 
itself differing in the same individual during the 
various stages of digestion, exertion, or repose, 
and according to the nature of the ingesta which 
he receives. 

The contamination of the air is produced not 
only by respiration but by animal exhalations, 
which are given off by both the lungs and the 
skin. That which is produced by respiration is 
chiefly by the formation of carbonic-acid gas, and 
by the vapour which is exhaled from the lungs. 
The proportion of both the vapour and the car- 
bonic-acid gas has been variously estimated by 

* bluraenbach's " Institutes of Physiology," by Eliotaon, 
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different experimentalists. Dr. Prout* has col- 
lected together the results of the different experi- 
menters on the quantity of carbonic acid given off 
in respiration. His own experiments give a mean 
of about three and a half per cent, as the quantity 
expired by himself, and four and a half per cent, 
when his experiments were made on another 
person. Sir Humphry Davy's estimate is about 
four per cent. ; Menzies, five per cent. ; Mr. Murray, 
six por cent. ; Allen and Pepys, eight per cent. ; 
Dr. Fife, eight and a half per cent. ; Goodwin, 
and also M. Jurin, ton per cent. But Dr. Prout 
has shown that the quantity varies greatly at 
different periods of tho day, and that the maximum 
quantity is given off about noon, up to which 
period it gradually increases from the beginning 
of twilight ; and after noon it as gradually de- 
creases till evening, and is at its minimum during 
the night, f Some recent and extensive experi- 
ments have confirmed these results generally ; 
but it appears the times of maxima and minima 
depend principally on the state of digestion and 
the periods of taking food. J 

The quantity of vapour given off from the 
lungs has also been very variously estimated. Dr. 
Menzies calculated it at six ounces ; Mr. Aberne- 
thy, nine ounces ; Sanctorius, eight ounces ; and 
Dr. Hales, twenty ounces in twenty-four hours ; § 
and the average is supposed to be about three 
grains per minute. The amount of vapour given 
off from the skin was found by Thenard to vary 
from nine to twenty-six grains per minute. Keil 
found it to amount to thirty-one ounces in twenty- 
four hours, or ten and a half grains per minute. 

* Annals of Philosophy, vol. ii., p. 336. 
Ibtd., p. 330. 

L<mdvnand Edinh>j,ri)li ['hilowphical Mmjazine,vo\, xiv., p. 401. 
Dr. Paris'e "Medical Chemistry," p. 316. 
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Seguin ascertained that it varied from eight to 
twenty-four grains per minute; and it is generally 
considered that the average quantity is about ten 
grains per minute, which agrees with the experi- 
ments of Lavoisier. 

(321.) It is also found that the quantity of 
oxygen consumed in respiration varies with the 
state of exertion or repose. Lavoisier found that by 
a man, while engaged in strong muscular exertion, 
compared with the same individual while in a 
state of repose, the consumption of oxygen was 
as 33 to 14. It is also ascertained that the quan- 
tity of oxygen consumed in respiration exceeds 
the bulk of carbonic-acid gas which is expired 
from the lungs; the remainder unites with the 
hydrogen derived from the food, and forms the 
vapour given off from the lungs and skin : and 
these proportions differ so greatly with the nature 
of the food, that while some animals expire a 
quantity of carbonic acid equal to that of the 
oxygen consumed, others do not expire more 
than half as much carbonic acid as the oxygen 
consumed would produce.* 

(322.) Notwithstanding these differences of opi- 
nion among physiologists respecting various points 
connected witli respiration, there are certain funda- 
mental facts which are agreed upon, that we shall 
find amply sufficient for the illustration of the sub- 
ject before us. 

(323.) The quantity of air admitted into the 
lungs varies in different individuals, and even in 
the same individual at different times, being 
greatly influenced, as already stated, by the 
relative amount of exertion or repose. Some 
experimentalists have estimated that as much 
as 800 cubic inches of air enters the lungs per 
minute ; but it is more generally supposed to be 
* Liebig's " Animal Chemistry," p. 26. 
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about 330 rubic inches per minute under ordinary 
circumstances :* and this air, after passing through 
the lungs, returns charged with carbonic-acid gas 
and vapour of water, as already stated. 

(324.) Whenever the same portion of air is 
breathed a second time, a great sensation of un- 
easiness is experienced. 'lnis arises from several 
causes. The quantity of oxygen contained in the 
air, when in its natural state, varies from 20'58to 
21-12 per cent;t but it is found impossible to 
separate the whole of this oxygen by respiration, 
on account of the affinity which exists between 
the gases; and, however often the air is breathed, 
only about fine-half of this quantity of oxygen can 
be separated from it. If, therefore, the process of 
respiration consumes (in forming the carbonic acid 
and the vapour) a quantity of oxygen, varying 
from six to eight per cent., by merely passing the 
air once into the lungs, it is evident that but very 
little can be afterwards abstracted by any further 
process of respiration.^ Carbonic-acid gas con- 
tains its own volume of oxygen ; therefore, when 
any deficiency of oxygen occurs, the proper quan- 
tity of carbon cannot be given off" from the lungs 
— a process which is absolutely indispensable for 
the preservation of life. 

(325.) The physiological effects of a deficiency 
of oxygen are very remarkable. When the lungs 

* Menzies and Goodwyii estimate tho quantity of air taken 
into the lungs, at each inspiration, at [2 cubic inches ; Jurii), 
at 20; Cuvier, at 16 or 17 ; Davy, at 15; and Thomson, at 33. 
— (Dr. Kay, " On Asphyxia," p. 123.) The number of inspi- 
rations ina minute, rinllrv ermsiili'i's to be about 20; Men- 
zies, 14, Davy, 2G or 27 ; Dr. Thomson, 19 ; and Majeudie, 15. 
—(Dr. Paris's "Medical Chemistry," p. 315.) 

f Dalton "On the Atmosphere:" Loudon and Edinbtirfk 

Ir/tUotophical Magazine, vol. xii., p. 402. 
J See the experiments of Messrs. Allen and Pepy's, Phih- 
tophical Transactions, 1808; and Nicholson's Journal, vol. x 
p. 204. 
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are not sufficiently supplied with oxygen, sangui- 
fication ceases to be performed ; and the arterial 
blood retaining the dark colour of venous blood, 
circulates in this state through the system. Bichat 
proved by experiments,* that when venous or 
dark-coloured blood is injected into the vessels ot 
the brain through the carotid artery, the functions 
of the brain are immediately disturbed, and in a 
very short time cease entirely; the heart instantly 
loses its motion, and death speedily follows. 
Bichat considers the effect of the venous blood 
circulating through the brain to be similar to the 
action of a narcotic poison ; and this takes place 
when the air is impure, and does not perfectly 
oxygenate the blood. When the lungs receive 
. impuro air, imperfectly oxygenated blood is cir- 
culated through the brain, producing a cessation 
of the functions of that organ, by which respira- 
tion is immediately affected, and the heart ulti- 
mately ceases to act. Sir B. Brodie also found 
by experiments made with various active poisons, f 
that when the action of the brain is impeded by 
other causes than that produced by the blood, a 
similar result obtains : for the instant the brain 
loses its action, respiration stops, the heart gra- 
dually fads of its power of contracting and pro- 
pelling forward the blood, and death speedily 
ensues. But it has been found that, after the 
brain has ceased to act, if an artificial respira- 
tion of pure air be produced, and continued for a 
short time, the functions of the brain will be 
restored, and the animal ultimately recovers. 

(326.) The effects so speedily experienced by 
some persons in close and ill-ventilated rooms 
are by these experiments easily accounted for. 
Headache is usually the first sensation of un- 



* Bichttt "Eechercheaphyaiologiqueeei 
f Philosophical Transactions, 1811 ; pp. I 
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easiness which is experienced ; and the succeed- 
ing symptoms of languor, uneasy respiration, 
faintness, and syncope, are all clearly referrible 
to the same cause as that which produced in 
Bichat's experiments the cessation of the vital 
functions. These effects always result from 
breathing air containing any considerable quan- 
tity of carbonic-acid gas.* When the quantit 
of this gas is very considerable, it produces sue 
a painful irritation of the epiglottis, as imme- 
diately causes it to close spasmodically on the 
glottis, and thus prevents the entrance of the gas 
into the lungs ; but this also prevents the en- 
trance of the atmospheric air, and thus produces 
immediate suffocation. 

(327.) Physiologists are divided in opinion as 
to the precise nature of the action on the human 
frame, exerted by carbonic-acid gas. Sir Hum- 
phry Davy, Dr. Christison, Dr. Bird, and Dr. 
Pans appear to consider that it acts as a strong 
narcotic poison. Dr. Thomson, and some others, 
entertain a different opinion, and think it only 
acts on the animal economy by preventing the 

{)roper quantity of oxygen from entering the 
ungs, and thence producing suffocation. 

(328.) The greatest proportion of carbonic-acid 
gas which may be breathed with impunity has 
not been exactly determined, and opinions re- 
specting it are very various. But it is evident 
that a given quantity of the gas produced by re- 
spiration or combustion will reduce the propor- 
tion of oxygen in atmospheric air to a much 
greater extent than the same quantity of carbonic- 
acid gas added by simple mechanical mixture. 
For, in the formation of a given quantity of car- 
bonic-acid gas, either by combustion or respira- 

* Keport of British Scientific Association, 1839, p 
Experiments by Coathupe. 



FROM THE HUMAN BODY. 315 

tion, exactly the like volume of oxygen is 
consumed — carbonic-acid gas being a compound 
of one volume of gaseous carbon united to one 
volume of oxygen ; therefore, by these modes of 
forming carbonic-acid gas, we both reduce the 
quantity of oxygen, and increase the quantity of 
carbonic acid ; and it has been estimated that 
two per cent, of carbonic-acid gas produced by 
combustion, deteriorates the air as much aa 10 
per cent, added mechanically by simple mixture.* 
But in ill-ventilated rooms this is by no means the 
only cause of the oppression and inconvenience 
which are experienced. The vapour given off from 
the lungs and from the skin forms a very impor- 
tant source of contamination ; and, being charged 
with animal effluvia, its effects in contaminating 
the air are verv considerable. The baneful effects 
of the niephitic exhalations from animal respira- 
tions are not confined to the human frame. The 
glanders, of horses; the pip, of fowls; and a 
peculiar disease to which sheep arc subject, all 
arise from the bad air generated by their being 
too closely crowded together ;t and in no case can 
animals be confined in a vitiated air for any length 
of time, without serious injury resulting, although 
the effects may be shown in various ways. In 
ordinary cases the contamination is insufficient to 
produce these violent and fatal effects ; but the 
slow and insidious effects of a less deteriorated 
atmosphere are matters of far more importance 
than most persons believe ;£ and we have already 
seen, by the unerring evidence of statistical facts, 
how fearfully human life is shortened by even the 

* The Lancet, for December, 1838. 

f Paris, " Medicid Chemistry," p. 309. 

\ Some most excellent observations on this Bubject may be 
found in Dr. Combe's " Principles of Physiology," 4th edition, 
op. 236—238, and 244—248. 




smallest conceivable differences in atmosphi 
and climatic influences. 

(329.) The quantity of vapour given off _ _ 
the body (which, we nave already seen, averages 
about 12 or 14 grains per minute) is greatly in- 
fluenced, not only by the different degrees of 
muscular exertion and repose, but also under the 
ever-changing hygrometrio condition of the at- 
mosphere : for the greater the quantity of vapour 
which the air contains, the less will the air be able 
to carry off' from the human body. For the air 
possesses a desiccating power on the human body; 
but, of course, that power is lessened in pro] 
tion as it is nearer to the point of saturation. 

(330.) The hygrometric condition of the atmi 
sphere is ascertained by the deto-point* The 
lower the dew-point, the greater will be the 
quantity of moisture carried off from the lungs 
by the air in respiration ; and therefore less will 
be given off by perspiration from the skin, than 
when the dew-point is higher. This is often the 
case in very cold weather, when a large quantity 
of vapour is carried off from the lungs, and but 
little by perspiration. When air is respired from 
the lungs it is nearly of the temperature of the 
blood, which is 98° Fahrenheit ; and it is then 
charged with a large quantity of vapour. If 
ascertain the quantity of vapour which the 
contains when expired, and deduct what it pi 



we 

t 



* The dew-point is that thennometrie temperature of the 
atmosphere at which vapour is condensed. By exposing a 
cold body to the air, a fine dew is deposited on its surface, 
and by observing the temperature of this cold body, we know 
the exact quantity of vapour contained in the air at that time. 
Warm air contains a larger quantity of vapour than that 
which is colder ; for air has the property of taking up water 
in solution in a quantity proportional to its temperature. The 
Table II., Appendix, shows the quantity of vapour that the 
air contains when the dew-point is obtained in this manner. 
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sessed before it was inhaled, we shall learn the 
amount given off by the lungs ; the quantity of 
air breathed per minute being known. Now, 
suppose the temperature of the air, before it is 
inhaled, to be 40°, and the dew-point 30°; as 330 
cubic inches of air is the average quantity breathed 
per minute, t^> of a grain* of vapour will be re- 
ceived into the lungs with the air per minute. 
But when the air is again expired, the tempera- 
ture will be 98", and the dew-point is always 
found to be 91°; it will then contain 3 - 07 grains 
of vapour in the 330 cubic inches; so that up- 
wards of two and a half grains per minute are 
given off from the lungs under these circum- 
stances. But if the dew-point of the air before it 
is breathed be 50°, which is frequently the case 
in damp or warm weather, then a less quantity of 
vapour will be given off in the same time. Dr. 
Dalton states that, in the torrid zone, the dew- 
point sometimes rises to 80°, and that even in 
this country it occasionally reaches to 60°, while 
in winter it is sometimes below zero. This 
easily accounts for the variable quantity of mois- 
ture which is exhaled from the body and lungs at 
different times. 

(331.) Tho atmosphere, during damp weather, 
when it is frequently nearly in a state of satura- 
tion, is unable to carry off the full quantity of 
vapour from the body. This causes the oppres- 
sive sensation that is so often experienced under 
such circumstances ; and the slightest exertion 
eauses the perspiration to condense upon the 
surface of the body, and a degree of heat is 
experienced much greater than the simple ther- 
mometric temperature would occasion. 

(332.) Although the carbonic-acid gas given off 
from the lungs is rather more than 37 per cent. 
* See Table II., Appendix. 
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heavier than the oxygen which is consumed; 
still in consequence of the dilatation of its volume 
by the increased heat, and the greater levity of 
tho vapour given off from the lungs, the air is 
specifically lighter at the moment of its expiration 
than at its inspiration. For 800 cubic inches of 
pure air at the temperature of 60°, and the dew- 
point 40", will weigh 243-395 grains; but 800 
cubic inches of air at 95°, containing eight and a 
half per cent, of carbonic-acid gas,* and 56 
grains of vapour, with the dew-point 85°, will 
only weigh 232*450 grains; being nearly five per 
cent, lighter. Hence air, when expired from the 
lungs, always rises upwards, and will flow through 
ventdators m the ceiling, or the upper part of the 
walls of a room, if such be provided for its escape; 
but otherwise, the vapour condenses, and the 
volume of the air collapses as it cools ; it then 
becomes heavier than the substrata of air, and 
sinks to the lower part of the room, contaminated 
with impurities. 









* The quantity of carbon given off from the lungs being 
considerable, we cannot wonder thru the subject of its orie 
has been a deeply disputed question. Supposing 26 cu 
inches of carbonie-aiid frri^ to be given off from the lungs ] 
minute on an average, that quantity will contain 3'3 groins 

Sire carbon, which in 2-1 hours will amount to 1 1 ounces. 
eBides this, if the quantity of vapour from perspiration and 
pulmonary transpiration lie taken at 10 grains per minute for 
the former, and three grains for the latter, they will amount 
to 42 ounces in 24 hours, making the vapour and carbon 
together amount to nearly 33 lbs., besides other excre- 
jnentitioua matter from the body. Some other source, then, 
besides the food, must exist for obtaining the matter which 
supports vitalily, and this probably iB the air. Liebig has 
shown {Animal Chrmiutnj, p. 287), that a man takes in with 
his food about 13-9 ounces of solid carbon daily; and that 
the more food he consumes, the greater quantity of oxygen lie 
inspires. It has boon ascertained by Dr. Prout, that ~ 
vegetable diet diminishes tho quantity of carbonic-acid 
given off, and, of course, reduces the quantity of oxyi 
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(333.) The sensation of uneasiness produced by 
breathing impure air is an indication of the in- 
jurious effects that result from it, which is too 
often neglected. When the air is not sufficiently 
pure to effect the complete decarbonization of the 
blood, we have seen that the result is the circula- 
tion of venous blood through the brain ; the re- 
spiration then becomes impeded, and the nervous 
system deranged ; the extent of these effects, of 
course, varying with the amount of the exciting 
cause, aud with the peculiar constitutions of the 
individuals exposed to their influence. Dr. 
Harwood remarks on this subject, " The want of 
wholesome air, however, does not manifest itself 
on the system so unequivocally, or imperatively; 
no urgent sensation being produced, like that of 
hunger, and hence the greater danger of mistaking 
its indications. The effects of its absence are only 
slowly and insidiously produced ; and thus, too 
frequently, are overlooked until the constitution 

consumed ; because carbonic -acid gas contains exactly its own 
bulk of oxygen, united to the given weight of pure carbon. 
The accuracy of Dr. Prout'a experiments haa been confirmed 
by divers, and persons making use of the diving-bell. In all 
hot climates also, where from the rarefied state of the air, legs 
oxygen is received at each inspiration than in the higher 
latitudes, the inhabitants fool but little desire for animal food, 
and use principally a vegetable diet; while, on the contrary, 
the inhabitants of the Arctic regions use animal food almost 
exclusively. Dr. Richardson, who accompanied Capt. Frank- 
lin on his voyage of discovery to the Polar seas, says that 
himself and the other individuals who composed the expe- 
dition, never felt the slightest wish for vegetable diet, but 
desired the most stimulating animal food, and in much larger 
quantities than they hud ever before been accustomed to. In 
such a climate, in consequence of the coldness and density of 
the atmosphere, the quantity of oxygen inhaled is much 
greater than in warmer regions, and therefore allows the 
larger quantity of carbon to bo carried off, which the dieting 
nn animal food produces. These results, therefore, accord 
with Dr. Prout's experiments. 
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is generally impaired, and the body cqu 
feebled."* 

(334.) The diminished pressure of the air in in- 
habited rooms, caused by rarefaction, by chimney- 
draughts, or by exhaustion of the air by mechanical 
means for the purpose of ventilation, has been sup- 
posed by some physiologists to produce consider- 
able effects on tho health of persons exposed to it« 
influence. It cannot, indeed, be doubted that a 
diminished pressure of any considerable extent 
would be productive of great inconvenience, and 
cause considerable derangement of the animal 
economy. But the diminution of pressure from 
these causes seldom exceeds a quantity equal to 
about tha of an inch of the common mercurial 
barometer, and generally it does not reach sia of an 
inch. The ordinary fluctuations of the barometer 
produced by meteorological causes, amounts to 
upwards of two inches and a half in the altitude 
of the mercurial column ; and this difference is 
not found generally to produce any remarkable 
effects on the animal functions— a difference of 
pressure so very far exceeding anything which 
can occur in consequence of the rarefaction of the 
air in an ordinary room, that it cannot be con- 
ceived possible that this is the cause of the patho- 
logical effects which are experienced by persons 
much confined within doors. 

The extremely small differences of pressure 
which occur by the rarefaction of the air in inha- 
bited rooms by heat and ventilation, can only be 
detected by experiments with the differential 
barometer. But the natural differences of pressure 
which occur in many parts of the world are very 
great. At Mont Louis, in Roussillon of the Pyre- 
nees, one of the highest of the inhabited parts of 

* Harwood's "Curative Influence of the Southern Coast of 
England," p. 282. 
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Europe, the mean height of the barometer is only 
24:-Ga inches,* which is more than five inches 
below the standard mean height in London ; and 
many other places might be named where the 

pressure of the atmosphere is much reduced below 
our own standard. .Some physiologists, indeed, 
have been of opinion that the inhabitants of places 
and districts, of which the height abovo the level 
of the sea is such as to cause a pressure consider- 
ably less than ours are subject to peculiar diseases 
arising from this cause. Even the comparatively 
small differences which occur in the several parts 
of our own island have been supposed to produco 
very marked pathological effects. Dr. Harwood 
has written at largo on this subject;* and Drs. 
Wells, Darwin, Jieddoes, and Cullen, and also 
Mr. Mansfield, have given similar opinions. From 
the facts they have collected, it appears that the 
inhabitants of high situations, where the atmo- 
spheric pressure is, of course, reduced, are more 
liable to pulmonary consumption than those re- 
siding in low, and even in marshy districts. Uut 
whether these effects are attributable or not to 
a diminished atmospheric pressure, the small 
difference which is caused by rarefaction and 
ventilation, wholly inappreciable as it is by the 
ordinary test of the barometer, can scarcely be 
supposed capable of producing any important 
results : while we possess tho most ample evidence, 
that in the vitiated atmosphere, and altered hygro- 
metrie condition of the air, there exists abundant 
cause for the languor and deficiency of vital 
energy which are so frequently experienced by 
persons exposed to their influence. 

* Kirwan "On Temperature," p. 89. 

* Harwood " On the Curative Influence of the Southern 
Coast of England." 
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(330.) Another cause, however, exists, which 
probably exertt fiw greater inHumee than that 
arising; from altered pressure ; a more accurate 
knowledge of which would pnable us to account 
for frequent apparent anomalies in the sensations 
experienced in buildings which are artificially 
heated. The electric condition of the air, and iU 
influence on the nervous system, are sulijerts 
apparently of the highest importance ; but unfor- 
tunately our knowledge at the present time is Bo 
imperfect on this interesting and important branch 
of science, and almost daily experience of new 
discoveries convinces us wc have still so much to 
learn respecting it, that it is difficult at present 
to assign to this agent its due place among tlie 
operative causes, which undoubtedly combine to 
render many methods of artificial heat peculiarly 
prejudicial to the animal economy. 

(336.) Experiments of a very extensive character 
have shown that the electric state of the atmosphere, 
when no peculiar disturbance takes place, is 
always of that kind which is known by the name 
of positive or vitreous electricity. The* quantity of 
electricity contained in the air appears to be far 
greater than is generally supposed, as the experi- 
ments of Mr. Crosse, Mr. Sturgeon, and Mr. 
Weekes, clearly show.* The quantity undergoes 
diurnal variations, there being two maxima and 
two minima in twenty-four hours ;■"■ the greatest 
quantities being a few hours after sunrise, and 
after sunset ; and the smallest quantities being 
just before sunrise, and again a few hours before 
sunset — or, as some suppose, about mid-day and 
midnight. 

* Nonrt's " Electricity," pp. 89—102. 

JiStf., p. SKI; Darnell's " Chemical Philosophy, " p. 253 

Scimitar's "Ki'searchea:" Quarterly Journal of Science, vol. 
ii., p. 416. 
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(337.) The experiment! which have been made 
i the electric state of the air of close and ill- 
ventilated rooms, have shown that m these cases 
the electric condition of the air is reversed, and 
that, instead of being positively electric, the elec- 
tricity of the air is of that kind which is called 
negative or resinous electricity. This subject has 
generally excited so little attention, that but few 
experiments have been made upon it ; and the 
causes of interference are so numerous, that it 
requires much delicacy both in tho instruments 
and in the manipulation to arrive at satisfactory 
conclusions. The similarity of the effects produced 
on tho human frame under these circumstances, 
compared with the effects which are frequently 
experienced during the passage of thunder-clouds, 
when the air is generally negatively electric, or 
else in a constant state ot oscillation between tho 
positive and negative, also leads to tho conclusion, 
that the electric state of the air of close rooms 
performs a very important part in the production 
of those unpleasant effects which are generally 
experienced in such cases. In the natural state 
of the atmosphere, the earth is always found to be 
negatively electric with respect to the air (the air 
itself being positively electric), and of course all 
conducting bodies in communication with the 
earth are in a similar electric state. But when 
the air also becomes nefpilively electric, tho earth 
still retains its original condition, and the human 
body thus becomes charged with electricity ; the 
air in this condition being unable to cany off the 
electricity, as would bo the case with a moderately 
moist atmosphere positively electric. The body 
in this case receives a charge of electricity similar 
to what is called the electric bath, produced by 
placing the person on a glass stool, and commu- 
nicating a charge from an electric machine. The 
y 2 
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effects of the electric bath, when it is continued 
for a considerable time, are similar to those which 
result from the atmosphere of close rooms — 
headache and nervousness. Drowsiness, which 
is another frequent consequence of close rooms, is 
produced by a different cause, arising from the 
imperfect arteriahzation of the blood circulating 
through the brain, as we have already seen (Art. 
325). Whatever therefore increases the positive 
electricity of the air, also relieves to a considerable 
extent the unpleasant effects of close, ill- ventilated, 
and highly-heated rooms. Evaporation of water, 
and, at certain periods of the day, vegetation, both 
tend to relieve the oppressive effects of close rooms; 
and both are known to produce positive electricity 
of the air.* So greatly does evaporation affect 
the electric condition ot the air, that the diurnal 
variation in the quantity of electricity' follows 
nearly the same course as the exhalation of 
moisture, and evaporation is considered to be the 
principal source of atmospheric electricity.")" But 
evaporation, by adding to the moisture of the air, 
also renders it a good conductor of electricity ; 
while dry air, on the contrary, is an extremely 
bad conductor ; and hence it follows, that evapo- 
ration of water in a highly-heated and desiccated 
atmosphere must produce salutary effects, in re- 
lieving the un]jleas;mt effects experienced in close 
rooms. It must not, however, be understood, 
that adding moisture to the air is at all times 
desirable. Sometimes the air may be deteriorated 
by any additional moisture, and the proper quan- 
tity of moisture is a question of great importance 
on health, as the fluids from the body cannot be 
carried off if the air be too moist; while, on the 

* Thomson " On Heat and Electricity," pp. 440 and 5i 
t Noad'a "Electricity," pp. 92 and 100. 




THE ATMOSPHKHK. 



325 



other hand, the electric condition of the body will 
be disturbed if the air be too dry. 

(338.) The disturbance of the electric condition 
of the air certainly adds another link to the chain 
of causes which produce the unwholesome and 
depressing offects of ill- ventilated rooms. Dr. 
Faraday* considers that the deterioration of the 
air under these circumstances " depends as much 
or more on matters communicated to the air by 
the living system, as by any direct injury to tho 
air due to the deficiency of oxygen or presence 
of carbonic acid ; " and as electricity is produced 
by every change of state, both respiration and 
the vaporization of. the fluids of the body must 
produce considerable effect upon the electric con- 
dition of the atmosphere of rooms, where large 
numbers of persons are congregated together. It 
is also probable that other causes of deterioration 
of the air may be discovered ; for various reasons 
appear to point to tho existence of a distinct sub- 
stance being found mixed with atmospheric air 
when analytically searched for under these cir- 
cumstances. Dr. Faraday has on more than one 
occasion alluded to the probable discovery, that 
some new substance may be formed in atmo- 
spheric air under the circumstances we are con- 
sidering; and all that is known respecting tho 
formation of ozone, renders it highly probable 
that to this newly discovered agent in chemistry 
many of the injurious effects of close rooms and 
a contaminated atmosphere are referrible ; and 
tiiat most important results to the animal system 
are produced by it, even whon it exists in the 
smallest possible quantities. f And we may look 

* " Report of Select Coininitte on Ventilation of Houses of 
Parliament," p. 21. 

f Faraday's " Lecturea oa Non-Metallic Elements," 
delivered at the Ttuyal Institution ; with Notes, &c, hy Suroffern 
(1853), pp. 105—116. 
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IltlUg 

influ- 

us to 



to the farther discoveries in ozone or ozonized oxygen. 
for an elucidation of many of the effects which 
have hitherto baffled philosophers in account] 
for various phenomena produced by gaseous 
enre.s op the animal functions. 

(339.) The preceding remarks will enable 
estimate the comparative wholesomeiiess of various 
methods of distributing artificial heat. Many of 
these methods arc highly injurious to the animal 
economy, and cannot be persevered in without per- 
manent derangement of the health of those who 
are exposed to their influence. 

(340.) There are always suspended in the air 
myriads of particles of animal and vegetable mat- 
ter; but these almost unheeded atoms possess a 
high philosophical importance, however they may 
generally be disregarded. They are the evidences 
of the unceasing changes which the material world 
is continually undergoing — the. irrefragable proofs 
that the visible matter of the universe is slowly 
and almost imperceptibly passing through a series 
of transmutations, which affect both organic and 
inorganic nature. Many of these particles are 
easily decomposed by heat, and are then resolved 
into the various gases, either in their elementary 
or mixed state. Hence many of the methods of 
producing artificial heat arc materially affected, 
as regards their wholesomeness, by the fact of 
their being able or not to decompose or chemi- 
cally alter these floating particles of matter. To 
this cause is mainly attributable the unpleasant 
smell produced by several modes of warming 
buildings by highly -heated metallic surfaces; and 
we have already seen that the hygrometric and 
electric condition of the air is also altered by the 
same means. All the different descriptions of 
hot-air stoves are more or less liable to these 
objections ; as also the high-pressure system of 
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hot-water apparatus, and still muni the cockle 
or hot-air furnaces* Dr. Nott's stoves, unci also 
the Russian and German stoves, are subject to 
this inconvenience; and asphyxia is frequently 
produced in Russia by the use of tlieso stoves.* 
The cockle or hot-air turnace is particularly liable 
to these objections ; for not only will it act power- 
fully in decomposing the floating particles of ex- 
traneous matter contained in the air, resolving 
thsnt into sulphuretted, phosphurettcd, and eur- 
buretted hydrogen, with various compounds of 
nitrogen and carbon, but it will likewise decom- 
pose a portion of tlio vapour contained in the 
air, absorbing the oxygen and liberating the 
hydrogen. 

(341.) These various gases thus exhaled into 
the air cannot be breathed without considerable 
inconvenience. Signor Cardone made some ex- 

Irerimenta on breathing hydrogen gas. lie in- 
uilcd 30 cubic inches, winch is about one-ninth 
part of the total quantity of air contained in the 
lungs ; and the almost immediate effects he ex- 
perienced were an oppressive difficulty of breath- 
ing, and painful constriction at the superior orifice 
of the stomach, followed by abundant perspiration, 
tremor of the body, heat, nausea, and violent head- 
ache ; his vision became indistinct, and a deep 
murmur confused his hearing. Some of these 
symptoms lasted a considerable time, and were 
with difficulty got rid off Sir Humphry Davy 
tried the effect of inhaling carburctted hydrogen. 
He made three inspirations of the gas. " The 
first inspiration produced a sort of numbness and 
kiss of feeling in the chest, and about the pectoral 
muscles. After the second inspiration, he lost all 
WOT of perceiving external things, and had 



power ot p 

; 



* Dr. Kay, "On Asphyxia,' 
I Annals of Bttente, vol. xxv 



p. 344. 

i., p. Ii9. 
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distinct sensation, except a terrible oppression on 
the chest. During the third expiration this feel- 
ing disappeared, and he seemed sinking into 
annihilation, and had just power enough to drop 
the mouthpiece from his unclosed lips." The 
effects of this experiment lasted for several hours, 
producing excessive pain, extreme weakness, 
nausea, loss of memory, and deficient sensation.* 
Carbonic oxide is still more prejudicial in its 
action on the animal system. Sir Humphry 
Davy, on trying the effects of inhaling a small 
quantity of it, was seized with a temporary loss 
of sensation, succeeded by giddiness, sickness, 
and acute pains in different parts of his body, 
and it was some days before he entirely 
recovered ; but Mr. Witter, of Dublin, who 
tried to repeat the experiments, was immediately 
affected with apoplexy, and was restored with 
difficulty.! 

This last-mentioned gas is generated by all 
stoves which are constructed so as to burn with a 
very slow draught ; and Dr. Arnott's stove has 
been found peculiarly liable to produce this 
deleterious gas, which escapes into the room 
through the ventilator in the ash-pit, and is ex- 
tremely unwholesome in small close rooms. The 
earburetted hydrogen is abundantly produced by 
the gas stoves, in consequence of a portion of the 
gas escaping unburned from the stove ; and this 
unburncd gas, when combined with the large 
quantity of vapour which is produced by the com- 
bustion of earburetted hydrogen, as already de- 
scribed (Art. 305), renders these stoves peculiarly 
unwholesome. All these causes of deterioration of 
the air affect different persons in very different 

* Daly's " Researches on Nitrous Oxide;" also Paris, "On 
Diet," p. 296. 

f Tire's "Dictionary of Chemistry," art. " Carbonic! Oxide." 
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degrees; but wherever the causes exist, the remit 
will necessarily be derangement of the animal 
system, however robust the persons may bo who 
are exposed to their influence ; but, of course, 
the sensations will be soonest experienced by the 
delicate and the valetudinarian. 

(342.) It remains to estimate the quantity of 
air which is required to be changed by ventila- 
tion, in order to preserve the purity of the air 
when deteriorated by respiration and tho exhala- 
tions from the human body. 

(343.) The quantity of air necessary for respi- 
ration is very much less than is required to absorb 
the vapour given off from the skin and from the 
lungs. The amount of vapour from this cause, we 
have already seen, is about 19 grains per minute, 
when the individual is not making any particular 
muscular exertions. If the temperature of the 
room be 00°, the air will absorb 5 '8 grains of 
vapour per cubic foot ; but the average dew-point 
being about 45°, the air will previously contain 
■i'5 grains; so that each cubic toot of air will be 
able to absorb only 2£ grains of vapour. Under 
these circumstances the perspiration from the body 
will saturate 5J cubic feet of air per minute. But, 
in estimating the quantity of air which is to be 
warmed in order to allow of sufficient ventilation, 
this amount may be considerably reduced; be- 
cause, as 45 u is the average dew-point for the 
whole year,* it will be much lower in winter and 
higher in summer, and probably will not exceed 
20° or 25° on an average, during the time that 
artificial heat is required. Every cubic foot of 

* This is for the neighbourhood of London. It varies of 
course in different places, and is much influenced by the pre- 
vailing winds. An easterly wind travelling to as from the Con- 
tinent of Europe, and across the dry anil arid countries of the 
Asiatic Continent, must necessarily part with much of its 
moisture, acquired from the Pacific Ucoan, before it reaches UB, 



IJ30 QUANTITY OF AIH REO.UIHED FOB VENTILATION. 

air will then absorb an additional quantity of 
about 3 J to 4 grains of vapour; and we may 
therefore estimate the quantity of air which is 
requisite to carry off the insensible perspiration 
at 3i cubic feet, and for the pulmonary supply 
a quarter of a cubic foot per minute, for each 
individual. 

This calculation is sufficient for estimating the 
quantity of air which in winter is required to be 
warmed per minute, as explained (Art. 105). But 
for the purpose of summer ventilation a larger 
allowance should be made. As the dew-point is 
much higher in summer, the air will absorb less 
moisture from the body, while at the same time 
the exhalations from the body are considerably 
greater in summer than in winter. For summer 
ventilation, therefore, from five to ten cubic feet 
of air per minute, for each person, ought to be 
changed, in order to maintain the purity of the 
room. 

(344.) Other causes of deterioration of the 
quality of the air exist, such as the consumption 
of oxygen and the elimination of extraneous 
gases by the burning of fires, candles, lamps, &c.; 
but aa all gases are capable of absorbing equal 
quantities of vapour, it follows that, when air has 
been deteriorated by these causes, so as to be less 
fit for respiration, it is still just as capable of 
carrying off the vapour from the surface of the 
body as pure air ; and therefore no allowance 
needs be made for these causes of vitiation. 

(345.) Some persons have calculated the quan- 

and therefore it will be to us a dry wind ; while, on the con- 
trary a westerly wind is always cliar^d with a large quantity 
of moisture, absorbed during its pussago from the American 
Continent, across the Atlantic. Its passage over this ocean— a 
distance of 3,000 miles — oirupi^s a period varying from 3 to 
10 days, during which time it is constantly imbibing moisture 
from the ocean. 
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tity of air which is required for ventilation at a 
much greater amount than is here stated. Dr. 
Reid considers that ton feet por minute ought to 
be allowed for each individual; and in some of 
his experiments, at tho House of Commons, he 
states that 30 cubic feet, and sometimes even 60 
cubic feet, per minute, has been allowed.* Such 
cases of extreme ventilation are by no means noeos- 
sary;t and although in the House of Common*, 
where these experiments were made, a larger pro- 
portionate amount of ventilation is requisite than 
m almost any other caso, it is very difficult, if not 
impossible, to avoid the effect of draughts when 
such excessive ventilation is produced. In all 
ordinary cases also, the expense of providing 
such a great amount of ventilation would he an 
insuperable objection ; though, in such buildings 
as the Houses of Parliament, the expense is per- 
fectly unimportant, provided tho desired object of 
an improved atmosphere be obtained. 

(346.) The important changes in the chemical 
constitution of the atmosphere, which wo have 
seen result from respiration, lieat, and combus- 
tion, imperatively demand a constant change in 
the air, in order to maintain its purity, and to 
enable it to support organic life. It would bo 
difficult to describe this fact in more forcible 
language than that which formed tho concluding 
lecture, at the Ecolc de Medicine, by M, Dumas, on 
" The Chemical Statics of Organized Beings." 
From this most interesting lecture some very 
short extracts can alone be given ; but those who 
have the means of consulting the document at 



* Reports of the Jiritixh Scientific Association, vol. vii., p. 131. 

f Wyinaji " On Ventilation," p. 296, considers that in hos- 
pitals 20 cubic feet per minute is necessary to maintain proper 
purity of the air. 
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large will derive both pleasure and instruction 
from itw perusal.* 

"We liave proved, in fact," says M. Dumas, 
" (hat animals constitute, in a chemical point of 
new, a real apparatus for combustion, by means 
nf which burnt carbon incessantly returns to the 
atmosphere under the form of carbonic acid; in 
which hydrogen, burnt without ceasing, on its 
Bart continually engenders water; whence, in 
line, free azote is incessantly exhaled by respira- 
tion, and azote in the state of oxide of ammonium 
by the urine. Thus from the animal kingdom, 
considered collectively, constantly escape carbonic 
acid, water in the state of vapour, azote, and 
oxide of ammonium; simple substances, and few 
in number, the formation of which is strictly con- 
nected with the liistory of the air itself. Have 
we not, on the other hand, proved that plants, in 
their normal life, decompose carbonic acid for the 
purposes of fixing its carbon and of disengaging 
its oxygen ; that they decompose water to com- 
bine with its hydrogen, and to disengage also its 
oxygen ; that, in -fine, they sometimes borrow 
azote directly from the air, and sometimes in- 
directly from the oxide of ammonium or from 
nitric acid, thus working, in every case, in a 
manner the inverse of that which is peculiar to 
animals ? If the animal kingdom constitutes an 
immense apparatus for combustion, the vegetable 
kingdom in its turn constitutes an immense appa- 
ratus for reduction ; in which reduced carbonic 
acid yields its carbon, reduced water its hydrogen, 
and in which also reduced oxide of ammonium and 
nitric acid yield their ammonium or their azote. 

" If animals, then, continually produce carbonic 
acid, water, azote, oxide of ammonium— plants 

* Translated in tlie London and Edinburgh Philo&ophiail 
Mayazim, vol. six., p. 338, et tiq. 
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incessantly consume oxide of ammonium, acote. 
water, carbonic acid. What tlie one class of 
beings gives to the air, the others take back from 
it; so that, to take these facte ;ii die loftiest point 
of view of terrestrial physios, we must say that as 
io their truly oryunie elements, plants and aiiinuds 
spring from air — are nothing but condensed air." 

These views have been beautifully investigated 
and explained in the lecture of if. Dumas, here 
alluded to, and also by M. Liebig, in his excellent 
works on animal and vegetable chemistry. The 
effects of animal respiration we have already ex- 
amined at some length. The respiration of plants 
is a subject of much interest to tlie horticulturist, 
although several points connected with it are still 
undecided, and remain matters of dispute oven 
among men of the first rank in science. 

(.■J47.) The effects of a factitious atmosphere are 
less injurious to vegetable than to animal life. 
Vegetables appear to have a power of accom- 
modating their functions, in some degree, to the 
nature of tlie gaseous elements by which they are 
surrounded. That solar light has a powerful 
effect on vegetables has long been acknowledged; 
and under this influence they exhale large por- 
tions of oxygen and moisture. Dr. Daubeny has 
ascertained that the same action is produced in 
the absorption of moisture by the roots, and tho 
exhalation of it by the leaves of jdants, whether 
they are exposed to a strong light, or with a 
smaller degree of light they receive a consider- 
able portion of radiant heat.* So powerful, 
indeed, is the action of light, that M. Condolle 
has found that plants, during the day, and when 
exposed to the light, are wholly uninjured by the 
action of gases, which quickly destroy them at 
night ; and even the application of chlorine and 

* Report! of the British Srientific Association, vol. iv., p. 73. 
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other deleterious substances to the roots of plants 
is innocuous during the day, though they are 
presently destroyed by similar treatment at night, 
Sulphuretted hydrogen, nitrous acid gas, muriatic 
acid gas, and chlorine, were severally tried in 
this manner, with similar results in each case.* 

It has been generally supposed that plants 
exhale carbonic-acid gas during the night ; but 
this, by Dr. Dal ton's experiments, appears doubt- 
ful : for he states that, by numerous analyses of 
the air of hothouses, he has always found it to 
contain during the day, as well as during the 
night, the same proportions of carbonic-acid gas.| 

The action of fruits on the air has been stated 
by M. Berard in his Essay, which received the 
prize from the French Academy of Sciences, to 
produce a constant elimination of carbon, under 
all circumstances.^ This opinion has been con- 
troverted, and, as it is supposed, successfully, by 
M. do Saussure, who states that green fruit has the 
same influence on the air as the leaves have — the 
action of the former being rather less intense ; 
but, in proportion as the fruit ripens, its power to 
decompose carbonic-acid gas becomes feebler.§ 

Although it would appear that the purity of the 
air is not of so much importance to vegetation as 
it is to the animal economy, still, as many of the 
gases which are innocuous to plants during the day 
are deleterious to them in the night, it is necessary 
to prevent any considerable deterioration of the 
air, m order to preserve them in a healthy state. 
Hence it becomes an important matter, when it is 

* London, and Kdiiihtrqlt Philosophical Ma</a~ine, vol. iv., 
p. 316. 

t Report) of the British Scientific Association, vol. vi., p. 58, 

I Annates de Chunk, vol. xvi., p. 152 ; and Quarterly Journal 
of Science, vol. xi., p. 395. 

§ Quarterly Journal of Science, vol. xiii., p. 152. 
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an object to obtain fruits mid flowers of the finest 
descriptions, to employ only such moans of pro- 
ducing artificial heat as do not eliminate extra- 
neous gases to the air ; and experience has proved 
that, since the general introduction of the plan 
of heating buildings by hot water, horticulturists 
have found their plants to bo more healthy and 
productive, than with the old methods of wanning 
buildings. 

The general principles of physiology, which 
have hero been discussed, will enable a correct 
opinion to be drawn as to tho effects on organic 
life of any method of producing artificial heat. 
It is not to any particular invention that these 
remarks apply — they equally affect all ; and when 
any new plana for heating buildings are brought 
under the public notice, it will be well for those 
who value their health to test the merits of these 
inventions by the general principles which have 
here been explained. That a vast amount of ill 
health, and great consequent physical suffering, 
is produced solely by ignorantly using noxious 
modes of artificial warming, is certain ; and it is 
really lamentable sometimes to see persons slowly 
and surely undermining their health by persisting 
in the use of some of these modern inventions, 
and thus sacrificing the greatest blessing which 
Heaven bestows on man, by wilful ignorance of, 
and even setting at defiance, those laws which 
bind man to the whole physical universe, and of 
which not even the smallest can be violated with 



impunity. 
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ON THE VARIOUS METHODS OF PRODUCING 

YE.VnLATKW. 



Spontaneous and Mechanical Methods of Ventilation— Cause 
of Motion in Spontaneous Ventilation — Velocity of Dis- 
charge-— Effi.n-ts of unequal height of Discharge Pipes- 
Defects in Ventilation of Churches— Proportions of Induc- 
tion and Abduction Tubes — Quantity of Air discharged 
through Ventilators— Ventilation by lleat and by Chimney 
Draughts — Mechanical Ventilation by Fans, Bellows, and 
Pumps — Quantity of Air discharged by these Means- 
Calculation of Power expended. 

(348.) The different modes of producing venti- 
lation may all be classed under two general heads 
— the natural and the mechanical. All the methods 
of spontaneous effusion, produced by the unequal 
density of two columns of air, whether caused by 
chimney draughts or otherwise, belong to the 
former class ; while the various methods of venti- 
lating by fans, bellows, pumps, and other similar 
contrivances, belong to the latter class. Of these 
different modes, the mechanical is the most effec- 
tive ; the natural generally, but not always, the 
most economical. 

(349.) The primary force which produces motion 
in spontaneous ventilation is the difference of 
specific gravity of the two columns of air. If a 
column of air contained in a tube or chimney be 
heated, it expands according to an ascertained 
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law, applicable to all gaseous bodies, namely, 
that the expansion is equal to .b of its volume for 
each degree of Fahrenheit that the temperature in 
raised from 32° to 212". If this column of air be 
10 feet high, and havo its temperature raised 20°, 
then it will expand A%, or A of its bulk ; so that its 
specific gravity would be diminished, and it would 
require a column of air 10 feet 5 inches high to 
balance a column of the external air 10 feet high, 
when the temperature of the latter is 20° lower 
than that of the former. But as the height of the 
heated column is limited by the height of the 
tubo or chimney, which we suppose to be only 10 
feet high, the colder column presses it upwards 
with a force proportionate to this difference in 
weight, and with a velocity equal to that acquired 
by a body falling through a space equal to the 
difference in height that two columns of equal 
Witgkt would occupy, which in this case is five 
inches. Now the law of gravitation is this : 
that the velocity of descent is relatively as the 
square root of the distance through wliich the 
body falls; and as a body falls 16A feet in a 
second (or 10 feet neglecting the fraction), the 
velocity will be, agreeable to the well-known law 
of gravitation, equal to eight times the square 
root of the height of descent, in decimals of a 
foot ; or 2 */ ff . h, where y is the distance through 
which a falling body descends in one second of 
time, namely, 16-00 feet, and h the height of the 
descent.* 

In the case we have supposed, five inches is the 
height of the effective descent of the heavy column 
of air. This fall of five inches is equal to "416 
of afoot; therefore, by the rule, 2 y 16'09 x -410 

1174 feet per second, or 310 feet per minute, 
be the velocity with which the heated column 
* See Chapter V., Part II. 
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of air would be forced through the tube or chimney 
under the circumstances we have supposed. It, 
therefore, the tube were one foot square, there 
would pass out 310 cubic feet of air per minute. 
This rate of efflux, however, is subject to certain 
corrections, on account of the contaminations 
which increase the specific gravity of the escaping 
air, and also in consequence of friction, arising 
from various causes, but more particularly in con- 
sequence of angular deviations in the tubes. In 
straight tubes the friction is found to be in all 
cases directly as the length of the tube, and 
inversely as the diameter. In general practice a 
deduction of from one-fourth to one-third of the 
initial velocity is necessary to compensate fur 
these several effects, and to represent the true 
rate of efflux. The velocity of discharge per 
second through ventilating tubes, or chimneys, 
will therefore be found (after the difference in 
height of the two columns of air has been calcu- 
lated in the manner already stated) to be equal to 
eight times the square root of the difference in height of 
the two columns of air in decimals of a foot : this num- 
ber reduced one-fourth, to allow for friction, and 
the remainder multiplied by 60, will give the 
true velocity of efflux per minute ; and the area of 
the tube in feet, or decimals of a foot, multiplied 
by this latter number, will give the number of 
cubic feet of air discharged per minute. 

(350.) In calculating the rate of efflux of the 
air from any room or building, it is not merely 
the height of the room which must be considered, 
but the total height of the column of heated air. 
Thus, if the ventilating tube .passes through 
another room or loft over the room to be ventilated 
before it discharges the vitiated air into the at- 
mosphere, the total vertical height from the floor 
of the room to the top of the tube is the- effective 
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height of the column of heated air. If the tube 
in its course passes horizontally, this additional 
length may be neglected in the calculation in ;i 1 1 
ordinary cases, as it makes no other difference in 
the result except that of increasing the friction by 
so much additional length. The vertical height 
is that which alone governs the rate of the dis- 
charge, and the horizontal length of the tube is 
merely one of the fortuitous circumstances which 
slightly modify the result.* 

(351.) As the vertical height of the column of 
heated air governs the velocity of discharge in the 
ratio of the square root of the height of the column, 
it is necessary, if more than one ventilating tube 
or opening for the escape of the heated and 
vitiated air be made, that they shall all be similar 
in height, otherwise the highest vent will prevent 
the efficient acting of the lower one, and the dis- 
charge may even bo less through the two tubes 
than it would be with the upper one alone. The 
cause of this apparently paradoxical effect is not 
difficult of ex jil a nation. If we suppose a tube, 
open at both ends, to be filled with heated air, it 
is evident the velocity of the ascent will be pro- 
portional to the height of the tube and the excess 
of temperature of the air which it contains, the 
weight of the external air pressing the lighter 
column upwards, as already explained. But if 
another opening be made at the side of the tube, 
at one-half the total height, then this opening at 
the side will not omit any portion of the heated 
air, but will, on the contrary, admit a quantity of 
cold air ; and the velocity of its admission will be, 
like that of the cold air at the bottom of the tube, 

* This remark must be taken with its proper limitation, 
for eases may arise where the friction caused by the horizontal 
tube may become a very important element in reducing tho 
velocity of the discbarge. 

z 2 
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in proportion to the height of the heated column 
of iiir in the tube above the opening. Now, as the 
column of air above this opening is only one-hall' 
tho height of that above the former opening at the 
bottom of the tube, the velocity with which the air 
enters it will be, compared to the velocity with 
which it enters the opening at the bottom, as the 
square root of the height of the heated column of 
air above the respective openings. Both these 
openings will therefore admit cold air at the sai 
time ; but, by tho admission of the cold air at 
middle of the tube, the temperaturo of the supei 
cumbent atmosphere above the lower opening will 
be reduced, and the velocity with which the air 
enters the lower opening will therefore be dimi- 
nished ; the excess of temperature of the air in tl 
tube being the primum mobile of the efflux. Tl 
interference of the different currents will likewi 
reduce the quantity of air discharged ; and the 
total result will be that somewhat less air would 
bo discharged under these circumstances tin 
if the whole of the air had entered at 
bottom. 

(352.) Precisely the same effects as here d< 
scribed take place in the ventilating of rooms by 
openings of any height above the level of the floor. 
The highest opening alone will act as the abdi 
tion tube, and all openings below this will act 
induction tubes, reducing the discharge by Iow< 
ing the temperature of the air in the upper pt 
of the room, and also by causing in it counter- 
currents. Some modifications of this result will, 
however, occasionally occur, as, for instance, when 
the abduction tube is too small ; in which case, 
the next lowest opening will also act in carrying 
off the heated air. On the other hand, wh< 
the openings for the admission of cold air t 
too small in proportion to those for tho egress 
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the hot air, then the current of cold air will de- 
scend through part of the hot-air tube, and the 
hot air will ascend through the other part of the 
same tube. 

These effects are frequently very sensibly felt in 
churches and other buildings, where part of the 
ventilation is effected by means of the windows. 
The cold air entering at these windows generally 
descends upon the heads of those who are placed 
near them. The effect of this entering current is 
to lower the temperature of the vitiated air, which 
parts with a portion of its heat to the fresh air 
entering the building, and the vitiated air being 
heavier than fresh air of the same temperature, it 
falls by its greater specific gravity, and is again 
breathed by the persons assembled, instead of the 
pure air which they would have received, had the 
openings for the admission of the fresh air been at 
or near the floor of the building. 

No plan of ventilation can be worse than that 
just described, which, however, is the method 
adopted in a very great majority of churches and 
other large buildings. Notwithstanding this plan 
baa obtained such extensive adoption, it is certain 
that it is opposed to every sound principle of 
science, and lias had its rise in the most perfect 
ignorance of the physical laws ; and no better 
proof than this needs be adduced to show how 
very little the true principles of ventilation have 
been studied, and how erroneous any conclusions 
on this subject are likely to prove that are not 
based on the known laws which govern the 
motions of fluids. 

(353.) In all the methods of ventilation, it is 
advisable to make the aggregate area of the open- 
ings that admit the fresh air larger than the 
aggregate openings for the efflux of the vitiated 
air. This becomes necessary notwithstanding 
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the increase of volume which takes plai 
heated and vitiated air. If the opposite course t 
adopted, and the abduction tubes be larger tha 
tho eduction, then a counter-current takes place in 
the hot-air or ventilating tubes, and the cold air 
descends through them ; but by making the induc- 
tion tubes numerous, and of a large total ares 
the velocity of the entering current is reduce* 
and unpleasant draughts are avoided. It is ab 
expedient to divide the entering current as much 
as possible; for by so doing it prevents the dan- 
gerous effects of cold draughts, when the enter- 
ing current is colder than the air of the room; 
and when it is hotter than the air of the room, :' 
prevents the air from rising too rapidly towaj 
the ceiling, and therefore distributes it more 
equally tliroughout the apartment. Provided the 
aggregate openings tor the admission of cold air 
be not less in size than those for the emission t ' 
the heated air, the quantity of air which entei 
a room depends leas upon the size or number ( 
the openings which admit the fresh air than up< 
the size of those by which the vitiated air : 
carried off. This will be evident when it is con- 
sidered that, the room being always absolutely 
full of air, no more air can enter until a portion 
of that already in the room be removed. But as 
soon as a portion of the air which previously 
occupied the room is removed, a similar quantity 
of fresh air rushes in to supply its place, the 
quantity entering being exactly equal to that 
which escapes.* The only exception which occurs 
to this rule is the slow interchange among the 
* This description, perhaps, scarcely gives the exact circum- 
stances of the case ; for in spontaneuuB ventilation a email 
portion of the cold air will enter before any discharge taken 
place from the room ; for it is the compression produced by 
the fresh air entering which causes the heated air to flow 
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particles of air which takes place, according to 
the laws of gaseous diffusion, through the lower 
as well as the upper openings of the room, and 
which continues so long as any inequality exists 
either in the specific gravity or in the composi- 
tion of the gaseous matter. 

(354.) The following Table will show the dis- 
charge per minute through a ventilator one foot 
square, for various heights and differences of tem- 
perature, the allowance which has already been 
stated (Ait. 349) having here been made. The 
discharge through a ventilator of any other size 
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lie of the Quantity of Air, in Cubic Feet, discharged per 
Minute through a Ventilator of which the Area ia out 
Square Foot. 
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* # * The above Tablo shows the dischargo through a venti- 
lator of any height, and fur any difference of tomparature. 
Thus, suppose the height of the ventilator, from the floor of 
the room to the extreme point of discharge, Ui be 30 feet, 
and the difference between the temperature of the room and 
of the external air to be 15°, then the discharge through a 
ventilator one foot square will be 347 cubic feet per minute. 
If the height be 40 feet, and the difference of temperature 
20°, then the discharge will be 465 cubic feet^cr minute. 
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may easily bo calculated, because, as the area is 
bore IN square inches, we have only to multi- 
ply tin.' number of feet found by the Table by 
the number of square inehea in the area ef the 

proposed ventilator, and then, by dividing that 
number by 144, the quotient will be the quantity 
Bought, which will represent the number of cubic 
feet of air that will be discharged per minute by 
the proposed ventilator. 

(355.) As the discharge through any given 
height and size of ventilator ia less in proportion 
as the difference between the external and in- 
ternal temperature is smaller, it follows that it 
will be most difficult to obtain ventilation in hot 
weather. In summer, either the number or the 
dimensions of the ventilators should be increased ; 
otherwise a room which is well ventilated in win- 
ter will bo extremely uncomfortable in summer. 
The increase in size can he effected by having 
moveable ventilators, which can be contracted at 
pleasure; and the actual size of the trunk or 
channel which conveys the air away should be 
sufficiently large to carry off the greatest quantity 
of air required for summer ventilation. 

(356.) The method of spontaneous ventilation 
which has been described requires, in every case, 
that the air of the room to be ventilated shall be of a 
higher temperature than the external air. In very 
hot weather, and with crowded assemblies, this 
method is generally insufficient to secure a whole- 
some and comfortable state of the atmosphere. 
But artificial means have long been in use for 
increasing this effect. This is accomplished in 
two ways : either by heating the air in the upper 
part of the ventilating tube, which causes it to 
ascend with greater rapidity, and thereby to draw 
it out of the room or building; or by causing the 
air of the building to pass through a furnace, 
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from which all other supply of air is excluded. 
Both these plane have been extensively used, and 
both answer the intended purpose. The principal 
theatres in London are ventilated by the former 
method, advantage being taken of the heat of a 
large chandelier placed near the ceiling in the 
tre of the house. The heat of this chandelier 
uses a great rarefaction of the air and increases 
ie draught ; and it thence passes out through 
tubes into the open atmosphere, the building being 
supplied with fresh air from below. The method 
of ventilating by causing the vitiated air to pass 
through a furnace lias also been long and exten- 
sively employed.* In many manufactories, this 
method is economically applied, where fire-heat is 
used either for steam-engines or other purposes. 
All that is necessary is to conduct the air from 
the rooms requiring ventilation, through tubes, 
into the ash-pit of the furnace, all other supply 
of air to the ash-pit being prevented ; and the 
draught of the fire causes a rapid abstraction 
of air from the building, which is immediately 
supplied by fresh air, aud produces a thorough 
ventilation. 

(357.) The most extensive application yet made 
of this principle has been by Dr. Reid, for the 
ventilation of the temporary Houses of Parliament, 
For this purpose a large chimney was erected, with 
a furnace of proportionate size, and the air was 
* 'awn off from the ceilings of the buildings with 
.t rapidity, passing through a tunnel into the 



In 1730, Mr. Button proposed tins plan of vrmtilation ; 
rat Dr. Desaguliers, iti 172:3, appears to have adopted a plan 
somewhat similar for vcntilnting lhr> House of Commons 
(Desagulier'e Exptiimi ntul Philosophy, vol. ii., p. 500); though 
in reality the invention of applying fire-heat to produce a 
draught of air was luu^ prist bo either of these dates, and was 
first proposed by Agritola, in the sixteenth century. (See 
Chapter IU , Part II.). 
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bottom of the furnace, and thence through 
fire. The quantity of air thus withdrawn 
governed by the force of the fire. In this case 
is very great, for by means of this furnace 
whole air in the House of Commons could 
changed in a very few minutes. 

(358.) The ventilation of the old House of Com- 
mons was, for many years, a subject of complaint, 
and it engaged the attention of many practical 
and scientific men. The apparatus which was 
erected for this purpose in the temporary House 
of Commons appears, however, to be a most ex- 
pensive and cumbrous contrivance for accomplish- 
ing an object obtainable by far easier means. 
The thorough ventilation ot such a building as 
this can only be procured by two methods — 
draught by heat or mechanical ventilation by a 
fan : but the latter of these methods possesses so 
many advantages over the former that it appears 
surprising it should for so many years have been 
neglected ; and that, of all the numerous plans 
which have been tried for ventilating the late 
House of Commons, the draught by heat, though 
applied in various ways, has been the principle of 
them all. Dr. Ure has written a useful memoi 
on the subject of ventilation,* in which he coi 
pares the advantages of these two methods ; ai 
he estimates the relative cost of ventilating by 
a fan, compared with that by chimney-draught, as 
about 1 to 38. In his calculations on this subject, 
however, he lias apparently being led into an 
error. His experiments on the consumption of 
fuel to produce a given effect by chimney-draughi 
were all made on furnaces used either to: 
boilers or for brewers' coppers. But, as it coi 
only be the residual heat of the furnace which 
came available in his experiments, after the pi 

* Proceedings of Royal Society, 16th June, 1836, 
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cipal part of the heat given off by the coal had 
been absorbed by the boiler, it is certain that any 
calculation founded on the effect produced in this 
manner must he considerably below the truth. 
But although the relative cost of fuel will not be 
so greatly different as Dr. Ure supposes, under 
any circumstances the difference between the two 
methods must he very considerable. 

(359.) The efficiency of the mechanical method 
of ventilation by a fan, turned by machinery, has 
been proved so extensively in some of the hirjjcsl 
manufactories in the kingdom, that it appears sin- 
gular Dr. Heid should have adopted so cumbrous 
and expensive a contrivance as that which he 
erected at the temporary House of Commons. 
The new House of Lords is most perfectly venti- 
lated by a large fan, which supplies any required 
amount of fresh air that can be required ; and the 
whole of the arrangements for wanning and ven- 
tilating this building appear to have been most 
successfully carried out under the direction of Mr. 
Meeson, and they seem to accomplish all that can 
possibly be desired in such a building. 

(360.) The Marquis de Chabannes, about the 
year 1810, extensively applied the other mode of 
ventilation which has been alluded to, by arti- 
ficially heating the air by means of stoves after 
it has passed through the ceiling, and by which 
means the draught is greatly increased. This 
plan was applied to several very large buildings, 
and among others to the old Houses of Parlia- 
ment. It has boen fully described by the Mar- 
quis, in a pamphlet published by hmi ; but it 
appears now entirely to have fallen into disuse ; 
and although, perhaps, on a very small scale, it 
might occasionally be beneficially employed, it is 
neither economical nor particularly efficient for 
large buildings. 
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(361.) The mechanical method of ventilation 
appears to possess many advantages. It is of 
course only suitable for extensive buildings, on 
account of the cost of erection and maintenance 
of the apparatus being too great in any case, 
except where a large quantity of air is required 
to be withdrawn. The usual plan is either to 
employ a rotary fan to draw out and discharge 
the air, or a pump or bellows, which answers the 
same purpose. A rotary tan was used as long 
ago as the year 1734, by Dr. Desaguliers, for 
ventilating hospitals, prisons, and other build- 
ings;* though the plan he recommended appears 
to have been but little used for that purpose. In 
fact, although the principle was good, it failed 
in consequence of the trouble attending its use. 
About the year 1741, Dr. Hales introduced his 
method of ventilating by bellows; and it was 
applied in many cases with great success. Several 
of the prisons, hospitals, and other buildings of 
the metropolis, as well as nearly all the ships in 
the navy, were successfully ventilated by this 
apparatus, which was extremely simple in its con- 
struction and operation-t It consisted of a large 
box with valves opening inwards, and other valves 
opening outwards, which alternately admitted ;tnd 
discharged the air, when an internal diapliragm, 
fixed by leather hinges to the centre of the box, 
was moved up and down by a handle passing 
through the upper part of the box. One defect, 
however, was common both to this apparatus and 
that of Dr. Desaguliers; they were both made 
dependent for their operation on manual labour, 
and therefore their use was limited both in dura- 
tion and extent. For, however efficacious the 
operation might be, the trouble attend 
* Philosophical Transaction*, 1735, vol. xxxix., | 
f Dr. Hulea, " On Ventilators." London, 1743. 
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when tho whole effect was produced by manual 
exertion, rendered it inconvenient, expensive, 
and uncertain. The extensive introduction of 
machinery throughout every department of manu- 
factures has again, after a lapse of many years, 
brought into use both these methods of venti- 
lating buildings. The ventilating fan of Dr. 
Desaguliers, with some improvements suggested 
by modern discoveries and experiments, is now 
extensively used in the manufacturing districts of 
England; the fan being turned by the steam- 

flower employed in the manufactories. The bcl- 
ows of Dr. Hales, slightly altered in their form, 
have also again been recently brought into use. 
The late Mr, Oldham, the engineer i<> the Bank 
of England, applied this principle of ventilation 
to a part of that establishment with complete suc- 
cess. This apparatus differs, however, slightly 
from ■ that of Dr. Hales, particularly in being 
fitted with a piston instead of a moveable dia- 
phragm, which gives it more of tho character of a 
pump, though the difference in its construction is 
very inconsiderable. In this case also the motive 
power is steam, the powerful machinery con- 
stantly in use at the Bank being employed to 
work the pump which ventilates the building. 
Both tliese methods of ventilating, when thus 
applied, are unerring in their operation, and 
appear to accomplish all that is necessary or 
desirable on this important subject. For the 
quantity of air discharged can, by both methods, 
be either increased or diminished at pleasure, by 
the mere shifting of the band which drives the 
pulley. 

(362.) By these methods of ventilation, the 
rarefaction or diminished pressure of the air can 
be effectually prevented. In the method adopted 
at the Bank of England, instead of the vitiated 
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air being drawn from the building by the appa- 
ratus, the operation consists in forcing in fresh 
uir, which in cold weather is warmed by passing 
through a steam-chamber ; and the vitiated air 
escapes from the room in consequence of its 
greater levity ; the quantity which escapes being 
equal to that which is forced in by the pump. 
By this means no diminution of pressure can 
arise ; but, from what has already been stated 
(Art. 334), it may be questioned whether the 
small diminution of pressure which occurs under 
ordinary circumstances is a matter of any im- 
portance. 

(363.) The fans that were used by Dr. Desagu- 
liers were seven feet in diameter, and one foot 
wide. They revolved in a concentric case, close 
in every part, except an opening at the centre, 
which communicated by a pipe with the room to 
be ventilated, and another pipe at the circum- 
ference, by which the foul air that was drawn in 
at the centre was thrown out with considerable 
force by the rotating leaves of the fan. This 
construction, however, has been found objection- 
able. Considerable loss of power accrues from 
employing a fan moving concentric with the case, 
on account of a large quantity of air being car- 
ried round by the leaves of the fan, instead of 
passing out through the discharge-pipe at the cir- 
cumference. The most advantageous form is 
when the case is eccentric to the revolving leaves 
of the fan, the discharge-pipe being placed at that 
part of the circumference of the case where the 
eccentricity is the greatest ; the air being admitted 
at the centre, in the same manner as before stated. 
In this form there is comparatively little loss of 
power ; but, owing to the inertia of the air, some 
loss must always occur between the calculated 
and the actual discharge, the difference being 
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always greater in proportion to the greater speed 
with which the tan revolves.* 

(U64.) The mode of calculating the quantity of 
air discharged by any mechanical method, as also 
the power expended in discharging it, is necessary 
to be known, in order to apportion an apparatus 
of a proper size to any particular building, Both 
these subjects have been investigated by Dr. Ure,t 
who has made various experiments connected with 
this branch of inquiry. The mean velocity of the 
portion of the vanes of the fan by which the air 
is discharged is about seven-eighths of the velocity 
of the extremities of the leaves ; but, owing to the 
inertia of the air, there will be a further loss in 
the velocity of the issuing current, increasing with 
the greater velocity of the vanes ; so that, under 
ordinary circumstances, the current will be dis- 
charged with a velocity equal to about three- 
fourths of the velocity of the extremities of the 
leaves. This velocity, in feet per second, mul- 
tiplied by the area of t lie discharge-pipe in square 
feet, will give the number of cubic feet of air dis- 
charged per second. To estimate the force 
necessary to cause the rotation of the fan, the 
following method of calculation, founded on the 
ordinary mode of estimating steam-power, will be 
found sufficiently accurate. Suppose the effective 
velocity of the vanes of the fan to be 70 feet per 

* The fun which ventilates the present House of Lords is 
30 feet in diameter, and the air is thrown into the regulating 
chamber from the circumference of the vanes of the fan as it 
revolves, without any exterior caning on the circumference of 
the fan. The effect of this arrangement is to throw an im- 
mense volume of air into the chamber under very slight 
pressure. 

\ Philnxnphii'iil TYansactiom, 1836. See also Peclet, " Traite 
de la Chaleur," 3rd edition, p. 100, et seq., for some useful 
calculations on the relative cost of various methods of dis- 
charging air for ventilating purposes. Also Wyman " On 
Yentilation," p. 169. 
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second, and the sectional area of the eduction 
tube to be 3 square feet, then 70 x 3 = 210 rultic 
feet will be the quantity of air discharged per 
second; and this number, multiplied by 60, will 
give the quantity per minute. As a cubic foot of 
air weighs 527 grains, there will be about 13 cubic 
feet of air to a pound ; therefore ^12*!!? -_ 0,(30, ] ds _ 
is the weight of air put in motion per minute with 
a velocity of 70 feet per second. The height 
from which a gravitating body must fall in order 
to acquire a velocity of 70 feet per second is 
~* = 76*5 feet, which, multiplied by the number 
of pounds weight moved per minute, will give 
the power necessary to be expended in order to 
discharge this quantity of air at the stated velo- 
city; and this product divided by 33,000 (the 
number of pounds weight that one horse will raise 
one foot high per minute) will give the amount 
of steam-power required. Therefore ' fi a a 3 x ^ 6 - = 
2'24, or nearly 2i horses' power, will be Decenary 
to discharge the given quantity of air at the velo- 
city stated. 

The quantity of air discharged by bellows is 
easily calculated. The cubic contents of the box 
(or that portion of it which is tilled and emptied 
at each alternation of the handle), multiplied by 
the number of strokes per minute, will, of course, 
give the quantity of air discharged ; making such 
deduction from this amount as may bo necessary 
for imperfect fitting of the diaphragm. The ven- 
tilating pump differs from the bellows simply in 
making the whole diaphragm move up and down, 
instead of one end being fixed. The force re- 
quisite for discharging the same quantity of air 
by either of these methods is the same as with a 
fan. For, suppose a ventilating pump three feet 
square, and five feet high, and that the piston 
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makes 25 double strokes per minute, each four 
and a half feet long, in this case 2,025 cubic feet 
of air per minute will be discharged ; and if the 
valve for its discharge be 10 inches square, the 
velocity of its discharge will be equal to 48 '6 feet 
per second. This quantity of air reduced into 
■weight will be -J~ s = 155 lbs., put into motion 
every minute at the rate of 48'6 feet per second; 
and therefore wo shall have i^|j = 36-9 feet, as the 
height from which a gravitating body must fall to 
obtain the velocity of 48-6 feet per second; and 
Tg52s^ = *17, or one-sixth of a horse's power, as 
the nccessaiy force to discharge this quantity of 
air at the stated velocity. 

(365.) The Archimedean screw has recently 
been proposed for the ventilation of buildings, 
and its application to this purpose has been 
secured by a patent. In comparison with a fan, 
it appears to be every way inferior ; for neither 
in quantity nor in velocity can it at all approach 
the performance of the fan in discharging air 
from buildings. By the fan almost any velocity 
of the discharged current may be obtained ; but 
by the Archimedean screw the velocity of the 
discharged air must be comparatively small. The 
friction between the air and the threads or 
spirals of the revolving screw must be the power 
which produces the discharge; but so soon as the 
pressure or condensation of the air between the 
spirals equals the friction existing between the 
air and the surface of the spirals, any further in- 
crease in the amount of the discharge ceases ; and 
the screw might revolve with any increased velo- 
city without increasing the quantity of air dis- 
charged, and a loss of power in turning the screw 
would then necessarily occur. The plan, there- 
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fore, appears to be only suitable for discharging 
comparatively small quantities of air, and at a 
moderate velocity. 

(:i<i(i.) ( lonsidering the great importance of ven- 
tilntion, it is much to be regretted that so little 
attention lias generally been devoted to the sub- 
ject by scientific men. The treatises which have 
been written upon it are extremely few, and those 
generally but too indefinite and inconclusive. In 
the year 1835, a Committee of the House of 
Commons was appointed to report upon the best 
plan of ventilating the Houses of Parliament ; but 
the various scientific men who were then ex- 
amined were unable to point out any public 
building of which the ventilation was at all 
deserving of the consideration of the committee, 
as a model for adoption. In fact, it is not merely 
the method, but the amount of ventilation which 
is desirable, that appeal's to have been hitherto 
unascertained. When Sir Humphry Davy ven- 
tilated the House of Lords, in 1811, he used a 
pipe only one foot diameter to convey away the 
foul air. In 1813, this was increased to three 
feet diameter; an alteration which allowed nine 
times the quantity of air to escape ; but oven this 
was found quite insufficient for the purpose. And 
the various experiments of Watt, Rumford, Davy, 
Chabannes, and others, in ventilating various 
public buildings, prove that their methods were 
inadequate for the purpose, notwithstanding their 
plans might be considered as improvements upon 
preceding arrangements. The subject of ventila- 
tion has now, however, attracted more of public 
attention; and we may therefore hope that this 
important means of improving the public health 
will henceforth bo more fully considered ; and 
that the time may come when architects will 
consider it as great a defect to neglect providing 
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the means for the admission and discharge of tho 
iiir required for ventilation, as they would to omit, 
tlie doors and windows of the buddings they are 
called upon to design and erect The vast 
importance of ventilation was most forcibly de- 
monstrated by the evidence taken before tho 
Committee of tho House of Commons on the 
Health of Towns, in the year 1840. Scrofulous 
diseases are stated by the medical witnesses to bo 
the result of bad ventilation ; and that in the case 
of silk weavers, who pass their lives in a more 
close and confined air than almost any other class 
of persons, their children are peculiarly subject to 
scrofula and softening of the bones.* Most of the 
witnesses state that a deterioration of the race 
undoubtedly occurs among those classes most ex- 
posed to defective ventilation ; and they consider 
that bad air deadens both the mental and bodily 
energies, f The statement of some of the diseases 
produced by bad air is absolutely sickening ; and 
presents the consequences of violating tho physical 
laws, in a point of view, which will scarcely rind a 
parellel.J These are undoubtedly extreme cases; 
but although the ordinary effects of defective ven- 
tilation are less marked, it is certain that no viola- 
tion of the physical and organic laws, however 
slight, can possibly be allowed, without the con- 
sequences becoming apparent in the deteriorated 
health of those who violate them ; and it will be 
well when this fact is as universally acted upon, 
as it is generally assented to. 

* "Report on the Health of Towns," pp. 18 and 201. 

t Ibid., pp. 54 and 201. 

J Ibid., Mr. Walker's Evidence, p. 21 1, et itiq. 
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(307.) In the preceding chapter the theoretics 
determination of the flowing of air and other gases 
through apertures lias hcen given, and its utility 
in calculating the proper size of ventilators pointed 
out : it will hero bo desirable to show the grounds 
for believing that this theory truly represents the 
case, with the accuracy required for determining 
a physical law. 

(3f>8.) Tho theoretical determination of the 
velocity with which gaseous fluids are disehiii-^cd 
through tubes and apertures under pressure, lias 
often been submitted to mathematical investiga- 
tion ; and tho subject being of importance in 
various branchos of practical science, it is to be 
regretted that considemblo differences exist in the 
result* of tho several formulae which have been 
propounded for its elucidation. I_)r. Papin,"|" in 
1686, first showed that the efflux of till fluids 
follows a general law; and that tho velocities arc 
invor-Boly as tho squaro roots of the specific gra- 
vities. Dr. Gregory has likewise given various 
formula; for calculating tho velocities of air in 
motion under different circumstances ; and Mr. 

* This chapter contain r tho paper by t.lio author, whieh was 
rend before the [mtitutiou of Civil Engineers, May, 18-11), 
"On tho Efflux of Gaseous FIiuiIh under Pressure." 

{ f'/'ilnitipliiinl Triiiixm-liimi, KiSG. 
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Davies Gfflbartt Mr. Sylvester, Mr. Tredgold, and 

many other writers of equal authority, have also 
investigated the subject. 

(369.) The hydrodynamic law of spouting fluids 
has by all writers been applied in the calculations 
for the detenni nation of this question. This law, 
it is well known, is the same as that of the acce- 
lerating velocity of falling bodies ; and is propor- 
tional to the square root of the height of the 
superincumbent column of homogeneous fluid. 
liut, although the various writers all agree in this 
fundamental principle, they differ materially in 
the mode of applying it, and in the several cor- 
rections introduced in their theorems; and the 
results they have airived at are of a very contra- 
dictory character. 

(370.) Dr. Gregory's forniulsa for calculating the 
velocity with which air of the natural density will 
rush into a place containing rarer air, is based upon 
the velocity with which air flows into a vacuum. 
Tins is equal to the velocity a heavy body would 
acquire by falling freely from a height equal to 
iitatwhieh a homogeneous atmosphere would have 
whose weight is equal to thirty inches of mercury. 
The height of this homogeneous atmosphere is 
27,818 feet : and the velocity which a body would 
acquircby falling fr< mi this height (and consequently 
the velocity with which air will flow into a vacuum) 
is V (27,818 x 6-1-30) - 1,339 feet per second. 
The density of the rarefied air divided by the 
density of the natural atmosphere, and this number 
subtracted from unity, represents the force which 
produces motion ; and the square root of this 
number multiplied by 1,3 3 9 feet (the velocity with 
which air rusnes into a vacuum) is the velocity 
with which the atmosphere will rush into any 
place containing rarer ah'.* 

* Gregory's "Mechanics," vol. i., p. 515. 
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(371.) The method employed by Mr. Davies 
Gilbert in also based upon the velocity witli winch 
air rushes into a vacuum, when pressed by a homo- 
geneous atmosphere, equal to the weight of the 
natural atmosphere at the earth's surface. This 
supposed homogeneous atmosphere is, according to 
Mr. Daviee Gilbert's calculation, 2(5,058 feet: and 
the velocity with which air would rush into a 
vacuum when pressed by this weight, will be 
V (26,058) x 8 = 1295 feet per second. When this 
calculation is applied to two columns of air of un- 
equal density — as for instance, the discharge of 
air through a chimney-shaft — the height of the 
heated column of air divided by the height of this 
homogeneous atmosphere, and the square root of 
this number multiplied by the velocity with which 
air flows into a vacuum, and this product again 
multiplied by the square root of the number repre- 
senting the expansion of the heated ah-, will give 
the velocity in feet per second, The expansion of 
air when heated is found (by Mr. Gilbert's method) 
by raising the decimal 1 '002083 (which represents 
a volume of air expanded by one degree of 
Fahrenheit) to the power whose index is the 
number of degrees which the temporature of the 
air is raised ; or it is equal to the fraction ~ 
n being the number of degrees of Fahrenheit which 
the temperature of the ascending column exceeds 
that of the external atmosphere.* 

(372.) Mr. Sylvester's method of calculation pro- 
ceeds upon the supposition that the respective 
columns of light and heavy air represent two un- 
equal weights suspended by a cord, hanging over 
a pulley ; and this mode of calculation gives a 
result very much less than by any other method. 

The unequal weight of two columns of « ' 

* Quarterly Journal of Science, vol. xiii., p. 1 13. 
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found by Mr. Sylvester nearly in tlio same manner 
M by Mr. Gilbert. The volume of air expanded by 
one degree of heat, is equal to 1 '00208 ; and this 
number, when raised to the power whose index 
is the excess of temperature of the heated column, 
gives the expanded volume of the air ; and assum- 
ing the atmospheric density to the unity, we have 
1 - «^i i= d ; e being the excess of tempera- 
ture of the heated column, and d the difference of 
density between the two columns. This difference 
of density multiplied by eight times the square 
root of the height of the tube or shaft containing 
the heated air, gives the velocity in feet per 
second.* 

(373.) In Mr. Tredgold's theorem for calculating 
the efflux of air, the force which produces motion 
is assumed to bo the difference in weight of a 
column of external and one of internal air, when 
the bases and heights are the same. The difference 
of temperature of the two columns by Fahrenheit's 
scale, divided by the constant number 450 plus the 
temperature of the heated column, and this quotient, 
multiplied by the height of the tube or shaft, gives 
the difference in weight. Then by the common 
theorem for falling bodies, eight times the square 
root of this number will give the velocity in 
feet per second ; or, accurately, V = V - 45( | V~ t ■ 'r 
h being the height of the tube, t the temperature 
of the internal, and x the temperature of the 
external air. J 

(374.) The method of calculation proposed by 
Montgolfier appears, however, by recent experi- 
ments to be the most accurate, as it is also the 
most simple of all the modes of determining this 
question. The difference in height must be ascer- 

* Annals of Philosophy, vol. xix., p. 408. 

t Tredgold, " Oil "Warming Buildings," p. 76. 
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tained which two columns of air would assume 
when the one is heated to the given temperature, 
the other being the temperature of the external 
air ; and the rate of efflux is equal to the velocity 
that a heavy body would acquire by falling freely 
through this difference of height. 

The space which a gravitating body will pass 
through in one second, we know to be 16"09 feet; 
but, by the principle of accelerating forces, the 
velocity of a falling body at the end of any given 
time is equal to twice the space through which it 
has passed in that time ; or the velocity is equal to 
the square root of the height of the fall, multiplied 
by the square root of G-4'36 feet ; or, again, to the 
square root of the number obtained by multiply- 
ing 64*36 feet by the height of the fall in feet. 

When the vis viva is the difference in weight 
between two columns of air, caused by the expan- 
sion of one of these columns by heat, the decimal 
•00208, which represents the expansion of air by 
1° of Falirenheit, must he multiplied by the num- 
ber of degrees the temperature is raised, and this 
product again by the height of the heated column. 
Thus, if the height of the column is 50 feet, and 
the increase of temperature 20", we shall have 
20 x -00208 x 50 = 2"08 feet ; or 52-08 feet of 
hot air will balance 50 feet of the cold air, and 
the velocity of efflux of the heated column when 
pressed by the greater weight of the colder column 
will be equal to V (2-08 x 6-t) = 11-55 feet per 
second.* 

* This mode of calculation supposes an equal expansion of 
air by equal increments of temperature, which is generally 
assumed to lie true at all moderate differences of temperature. 
There can, however, he hut lilt Id douht that air expands more, 
proportionally, a I hi^li Lemper at uvea than at low ones, for equal 
increments of heat; hut, as all other hodies expand even more 
irregularly than air, we possess no means of measuring this 
deviation from regular expansion. Mr. Davies Gilbert's aud 
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The efflux of air under any given pressure can 
also be calculated by the same means. For the 
pressure being known, it is only necessary to cal- 
culate the height of a column of air which would 
be equal in weight to this pressure. Thus, if the 
pressure be equal to one inch of mercury, water is 
827 times the weight of air, and mercury 13"5 
times the weight of water; therefore, 827 x 13*5 
= 11164 inches, or 930'3 feet; and according to 
the preceding formula V (930-3 x 64) = 244 feet 
per second for the velocity of efflux under this 
pressure of one inch of mercury. 

(375.) In all those ruses tin- velocity thus ascer- 
tained is independent of any loss by friction ; a 
certain deduction must be made for this loss, which 
will vary greatly, according to the nature and size 
of the tube or shaft through which the air passes, 
as well as with the velocity of tho air. Like all 
other fluids, the retardation of the air by friction, 
in passing through straight tubes of any kind, wdl 
lie 'llrrcllif as the length of the tube and the square 
of the velocity, and inversely as the diameter. 
This question, however, becomes very compli- 
cated under these circumstances, and particularly 
so when there are angular turns in the tube through 
which tho ah- passes. The present state of our 
knowledge on this subject does not allow of any 
very accurate determination of the amount which 
ought to be deducted for friction from the initial 
velocity obtained by calculation ; and it is only by 

Mr. Sylvester's mode of calculating the; expansion of air already 
given, supposes a very considerable increase in the rate of 
expansion, and the following formula is uaed by Dr. Gregory : 
The expansion of air for 180° is -376; therefore, any other 
temperature will be (1-876) Tia X (1-376)' = (1-0018) X 
(l'376) r = V ; j: being the temperature required, and V the 
volume of the air at this increased temperature (Gregory's 
" Mechanics," vol. i., p. 48fi). This mode of calculation gives 
a lesa expansion than that of Mr. Gilbert. 
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empirical means we can arrive at an estimate of 
its amount. 

(370.) We shall prococd now to ascertain how 
far those theoretical calculations agree with the 
results obtained by experiments. 

In some new furnaces which Sir John Guest 
has lately added to his extensive iron works at 
Dowlais, some experiments have been made on 
the quantity of blast injected into the furnaces. 
In these experiments, the machinery employed 
being- new and of tho best construction, the loss 
occasioned by the escape of air through imper- 
fections of the apparatus, was, perhaps, as small as 
possible. The engine for blowing the furnaces 
made, at the time of the experiments, 18 double 
strokes per minute. The diameter of the blow- 
ing cylinder was 100 inches, and the effective 
length of the stroke seven feet six inches. From 
these dimensions, therefore, it appears that 1-1,72(5 
cubic feet of air was taken into the blowing 
cylinder per minute ; and the tubes through which 
it was discharged from the receiver were six of 
four inches diameter, and six of one and a quarter 
inch diameter ; the area of all these tubes was 
therefore '57-47 of a square foot, and .the pressure 
of the blast, measured by a mercurial gauge, was 
equal to four and a half inches of mercury. Cal- 
culating by tho formula already given, we shall 
have V (827 x 13-58 x 45 -r 12 * 64) = 519-2 
feet; which is the velocity per second; and this 
number multiplied by 60, and then by the area of 
the tubes, will give 519-2 x 60 x -5747 = 17,903 
cubic feet of air discharged per minute. From 
this amount some deduction must be made for 
friction. The velocity of the discharged air is 
354 miles per hour ; and with this immense ve- 
locity, and through such small pipes, the friction 
is no doubt considerable. By deducting 18 per 
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cent, from the Calculated amount of 17,903 cubic 
feet, we shall have 14,081 cubic feet, which atn*eai 
within b fraction (namely, 45 feet) with the quan- 
tity obtained by measurement. 

(377.) In other experiments made at the same 
place, the following were the results: The quan- 
tity of uir which entered the blowing cylinder WW 
the frame as before; namely, 14,720 cubic feet; 
the total area of the tubes which discharged the 
blast was '5502 of a square foot, and the pressure 
of the blast was equal to four inches of mercury. 
The calculation, therefore, will be V (827 * 13-58 
x 4-H 12 X 04) = 489-5 feet per second: and 
therefore 489*5 x 60 x '5502 = 10,15'j cubic feet 
discharged per minute. The velocity of the blast 
iu this case was 333 miles per hour, and if wo 
deduct for friction, nine per cent, from the calcu- 
lated amount, the remainder is exactly the quan- 
tity of air which is ascertained by experiment to 
bo discharged through the tubes. 

(378.) In a work published in 1834 by M. 
Dufrcnoy, being a Report to the Director General 
of Mines in France, on the use of the Hot Blast in 
the Manufacture of Iron in England, the results 
are given of many similar experiments to the 
above; but with two exceptions, the details are 
not sufficiently ample to found any calculations 
upon. The two exceptions named are the fur- 
naces at the Clyde, and at the Butterly Iron 
Works, when they were blown with cold air. 
Both these blowing machines are described as 
having been in use for several years ; and it is 
therefore natural to suppose the various parts were 
more worn, and fitted less accurately than in those 
experiments already described. The experiments 
were also made with less care. They show a 
different result to those already detailed ; as in 
these the calculated quantity of air appears to be 



364 ON THE THEORY 

less than the quantity which entered the blowing 
cylinders, in about the same proportion as it ex- 
ceeded it in the former cases. This difference, no 
doubt, arises from the imperfect fitting of the 
piston of the Mowing cylinder, which by allowing 
a portion of air to escape, would diminish the 
apparent pressure on the mercurial gauge, placed 
at the further extremity of the apparatus, and 
thence the calculated rate of efflux would of course 
be diminished. 

(379.J In the experiments at the Clyde works, 
the quantity of air which was discharged into the 
furnaces, when estimated by the quantity that 
entered the blowing cylinder, was 2,827 cubic feet 
per minute. The pressuro of the blast was equal 
to sis inches of mercury, and the area of the tubes 
■0681 of a cubic foot. Calculating the discharge 
of air under this pressure, it amounts to 2450 cubic 
feet, being 13 per cent, less than the measured 
amount, supposing no loss to occur by imperfect 
fitting of the apparatus. 

(380.) At the Butterly works, the quantity of 
air discharged into the furnace, estimated by the 
contents of the cylinder, was 2,500 cubic feet per 
minute. The pressure of the blast was equal to 
five inches of mercury, and the area of the tubes 
■0681 of a cubic foot. The quantity, by calcula- 
tion, appears to be 2,235 cubic feet, being less by 
IO4 per cent, than that shown by experiment. 
In both these last cases, however, there is but 
little doubt that the loss of air from the cylinder 
caused the pressuro on the mecurial gauge to be 
less than it would have been, had the apparatus 
been perfectly tight ; and a veiy small diminution 
in the observed height of the mercury woidd 
account for a much greater difference in the velo- 
city of efflux than is here shown. 

We are fully warranted in the conclusion t 
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these experiments, that this method of calculation 
is as accurate as any theoretical determination of 
such a question can be ; but, from the results so 
obtained, an allowance must always be made for 
friction, which will necessarily vary with the 
peculiar circumstances of each case. 

The following Table will exhibit the results of 
the preceding experiments at one view. 

Table XXIX. 
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Butterly, No. 4 


60 


'0681 


372 


2500 


2235 


— 10-fl 



In order to show the results of the several modes 
of calculation, which different mathematicians 
have adopted, the following Table has been cal- 
culated from the data given in experiment the 
second of the preceding Table ; and it shows how 
far the several modes differ from each other in 
their results : — 

Table XXX. 
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4 -6602 


14726 
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15162 


148S5 


6017 
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Considering the amount of friction which must 
result from the discharge of air at the immense 
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vl'M'itv winch was obtained in this experiment, 
nanii.lv, ■!■(-( miles pox hoar, and also that some of 
the tubes were only 1 i inch diameter, it will pro- 
bably be considered that the highest of these cal- 
culations is the nearest the truth, as it only allows 
of a deduction of nine per cent, being made for 
friction, to reduce the calculated amount to the 
quantity obtained by experiment. It mav, there- 
fore, be concluded that the method which gives 
this result is the most accurate, as it is also t" 
most simple for general use. 
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02 CHEMICAL CONSTITimON OF COAL, AND 
THE COM11U8TION OF SMOKE. 
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Effects of Rarefaction of the Air— Effects of Hot Air- 
Quantity of Air required for Combustion — Methods of 
admitting Air — Combustion of Anthracite Coal — Descrip- 
tion of various Plans for consuming Smoke — Artificial 



(381.) Tire value and importance of coal, 
whether considered in its commercial or its phy- 
sical character, or in the effects it has produced 
upon civilization, are sufficient to render all in- 
vestigations concerning it singularly interesting. 
The changes which have heen effected in the 
social condition of man by the instrumentality of 
this valuable substance are as instructive as they 
arc interesting ; and great as are the other mineral 
riches of England, they would be comparatively 
valueless without the possession of that substance 
which, under the generic name of coal, is so 
extensively distributed throughout its various 
districts. 

Important, however, as coal has now become, 
its value has been fully recognised for compara- 
tively but a few years ; and the apathy and in- 
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difference with which it was formerly re^ 
contrasts most singularly with the present 
portance wliich it assumes. 

(382.) The ancient Britons were acquainted 
with the use of coals before the arrival of tho 
Romans. The Anglo-Saxons also knew and partly 
used them ; but they are not mentioned by any 
of the writers in the times either of the Danes or 
Normans, till the reign of Henry III, who, in 
1234, granted a charter to the inhabitants of New- 
castle to work them. In 1306, they were pro- 
hibited at London as a nuisance; but in 1321, 
they were used at the Palace, and became soon 
afterwards an important article of commerce. 
They, however, gradually fell into disuse except 
among the poor ; and even in the seventeenth 
century their use was confined to the lower orders, 
except for the working of metals.* Sucli a pre- 
judice existed against them in the middle of the 
sixteenth century, that, in tho reign of Elizabeth, 
an attempt was made again to prohibit their use 
in London, even for manufacturing puqjoses, 
during the sessions of Parliament ; it being sup- 
posed that the air was rendered unwholesome ' 
the smoke which they produced. 

Previous to the commencement of the 
teenth century, the smelting of iron and 
metallic ores was performed with charcoal ; but at 
that period the large consumption of wood for 
making charcoal had so thinned the country of 
timber, that a probability appeared that many iron 
works would be stopped for the want of fuel. An 
important era now commenced. In 1619 a patent 
was obtained by Dudley, for smelting iron with 
the coke made from bituminous coal ; which in- 
vention was applied on a limited scale for seven 
years. Shortly previous to this, other porst 
* Fosbroke's " Archreology," vol. i., p. 72. 
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had attempted the same process without success. 
Sturtevant in 1012 and Ravenson in 1613, both 
obtained patents for methods of using coal in 
blast furnaces for smelting' iron ; hut both failed 
of success. Many years, however, elapsed before 
the use of coke, for this purpose, became general ; 
but, from the period of the middle of the seven- 
teenth century the use of coal became common, 
both for domestic and manufacturing purposes, 
in all cases where heat was required to be pro- 
duced ; and its consumption has steadily increased 
from that period. 

These few historical remarks on the use of coal 
show, in a striking point of view, the neglect with 
which this valuable substance was formerly treated; 
and it contrasts most singularly with the vast im- 
portance which is now attached to it. And when 
we consider the gigantic effects produced by its 
agency in our own times, and the still greater 
effects of which it yet gives promise, we can 
scarcely credit the apathy with which it was re- 
garded at a period so little remote from our own age. 

(383.) Ihe several properties of coal are the 
result of two distinct substances, which are com- 
bined in different proportions in the specimens 
obtained from different localities. Carbon and 
bitumen are the two substances which give to coal 
its distinctive characters, though other substances 
exist in it in a greater or less degree ; some being 
extraneous and the result of mere local situation, 
and others partaking of a more generic character. 
In discussing this subject we shall proceed to con- 
sider — first, the chemical character and composi- 
tion of coal ; secondly, its properties as a com- 
bustible ; and, lastly, the methods of consuming 
the smoke given off during its combustion, and of 
rendering it available in increasing the calorific 
s of the fuel. 

u a 



370 ooifBCvnon of coal. 

(384.) Some chemists have objected to the 
opinion that coal is a compound of carbon and 
bitumen. No process baa yi been denied by 
which it has been possible, in the analyses of coal, 
to resolve it entirely into these two substances; 
but, together with them, there is always obtained 
a quantity of gaseous matter. Some portion of 
this gaseous matter readily distils from coal with 
comparatively a very sligut increase of tempera- 
ture ; while other portions, evidently resulting 
from the decomposition of the bitumen, require 
for their elimination a much more intense heat. 
No specimens of coal yet discovered are entirely 
free from these gaseous products. The only kinds 
which may be supposed to be exempt from them 
are the anthracites ; but these all contain a small 
portion of volatile matter, considered by some to 
be merely water, or its elements ; but by others, 
on more accurate analysis, decided to be similar 
in composition, though far less in quantity, to the 
products obtained from bituminous coal. 

Considerable discrepancies exist in the analyses 
by different chemists of some varieties of coal. 
Enough, however, is known to afford very valuable 
information in the successful application of coal to 
the various useful purposes of the arts ; though it 
must be confessed that hitherto the operations of 
the practitioner have availed far more than the 
theories of philosophy. 

(385.) No accurate analyses of coal were made 
previous to those of Dr. Thomson, in 1819. The 
method previously employed, by ascertaining the 
quantity of residuary carbon left, after the volatile 
matter was driven off, was necessarily veiy inac- 
curate ; because the gaseous products of the coal 
carried off a considerable portion of carbon in the 
form of carburetted hydrogen and carbonic oxide, 
by which the quantit}' of carbon in any given 
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specimen appeared to be considerably less than 
reall y existed. Such a mode of analysis, however, 
is not without its use ; because it shows, more 
accurately than any other, the quantity of coke 
which can practically be obtained from any given 
specimen of coal, and which by any other mode 
can only be found bv calculation. 

The earliest anafysea of coal by this process 
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52*882 
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4*286 
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9-500 
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9100 
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Anthracite, Llanellv . . 

1\\ MillV.r.1 Lower Vein 

Do. American 


89'3 
90-1 
90-03 
777 
41-62 
86-74 



gazine, vol. xxxii. p. 140. The same 
author haa recently increased this list by some hundreds of 
analyses of difieri'iii con Is, and published the results in his 
" Papers on Iron and Steel." 

4 Annah of Philosophy, vol. xiv., p. 81 ; and vol. xv., 
p. 334. 

t Hid., vol. xxvii., p. 104. In this analysis the volatile 
matter is considered to be entirely composed of water. 
B B 2 
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which have been published, with the exception o 
hose by Kirwan, were made by Mi-. Mushet 
;hey are given in the preceding Table, together 
with, several other more recent analyses by differ 
Bnt experimentalists. 

These analyses show the very great difference 
which exists in the composition of the various 
descriptions of coal. This difference not only 
exists between the several species of coal, bu 
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6-171 

3-33 
2*43 
3*92 
4-18 
3-66 
3-37 


15*96 
6-26 
in ■•>-_ 
13*72 
0-0 
2-8 


4-58 

\-'-r„i 

2-93 
0*0 
24-80 
2105 


1 
l 
1 


V,:, 
■'.■;■: 

!2H 


j Dr. Thomson." 
j Dr. Ure.+ 

Richard son. J 

Reynault. $ 

Jacquelain.]| 
Schafhaoutl.l 


10-457 
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11-923 
5-416 
9*036 
2*53 
2*45 

tie 

2*12 
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Ditto, Roldue 

Ditto, Wales 

Ditto, Pembrokeshire 


91-45 
89-43 
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* Annuls of Philosophy, vol. xiv., p. 95. 

\ "Chemical Dictionary," Art. " Coal." 

J London and Edinburgh Phitonophiod Mit/iizi'iie, vol. xiii., p 
131. 

§ Annahs <fo Chimie, vol. lxvi., p. 337. 

|] London and Edinburgh Philosophical Magazine, vol. xvii., p 
213. In this analysis the coal contained 1*36 per cent, o 

f Hid., p. 21.5. In the aBhes of this analysis -12 per cent 
a sulphur. 
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likewise in the different specimens of the same 
species, obtained from different localities. This 
is particularly the case with the anthracite coal, 
which passes through every stage of difference, 
from nearly a pure carbon down to the state of 
ordinary bituminous coal. 

(386.) A more intimate knowledge of the 
nature of coal was obtained by Dr. Thomson's 
analyses, before alluded to, by which the exact 
constituents of the volatile matter were ascer- 
tained. The preceding Table gives these analyses, 
together with the results obtained by other 
chemists in determining the nature of the gaseous 
products obtained from coal. 

By comparing together the results of Dr. Thom- 
son's analyses given in the preceding Tables, we 
shall see how greatly the nature of the volatile 
matter contained in any specimen of coal affects 
the resulting quantity of coke. By Table xxxii. 
it appears that the aggregate quantity of the 
gaseous products of caking, splint, and cherry 
coal, are very nearly similar ; while by Table 
xxxi. we perceive that the quantity of coke ob- 
tainable from these several species varies more 
than 45 per cent. This, however, can readily be 
accounted for, when we ascertain the nature of the 
gas which predominates in each species : for, where 
hydrogen and oxygen abound, a large quantity 
of carburetted hydrogen and carbonic oxide is 
formed, at the expense of a certain proportion of 
the carbon ; while in such specimens as contain 
azote in the largest proportion, a far smaller loss 
of the carbonaceous portion of the coal is sustained. 

(387.) Of all the volatile constituents of coal, 

the azote is that which quits it with the greatest 

difficulty. Professor Proust* considers that coal 

always contains azote, even when reduced to coke ; 

* I/ieholton's Journal, vol. xviii., pp. 166 and 173. 
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for when coke is treated with potass, a prussic 
lixivium is always obtained ; and the same he 
even found to be the case with anthracite coal. 
The prussic radical is a compound of azote and 
carbon ; and it may be a question, whether any 
part of the difference which is known to exist in 
the heating power of " oven coke " and " retort 
coke," is owing, in the former case, to the presence 
of a larger portion of nitrogen. Some of the 
prussic compounds are very inflammable, and n 
therefore be supposed to produce some caloi 
effect by their presence. 

Sulphur, which is another substance retained 
with the greatest pertinacity by coal, exists in 
nearly all the species in a greater or less degree, 
It is, perhaps, the only one of their constituents 
which, according to our present knowledge, is 
wholly valueless. Its injurious tendency is not 
more remarkable than the tenacity with which the 
coal retains it. Generally it exists in combination 
with iron, in the form of pyrites. In the process 
of coking, a portion of the sulphur escapes in the 
state of sulphuretted hydrogen gas ; but no degree 
of heat is sufficient to drive off the whole of the 
sulphur ; and many beds of coal are rendered 
almost useless, in consequence of the large quantity 
of sulphur which the coal contains preventing its 
use in metallurgy, and many other processes in tl 
arts. The presence of sulphur, indeed, is general 
more perceptible in coke than in coal : the mass 
volatile matter which escapes from the latter dis- 
guises the presence of the sulphur in a great degree; 
while, with coke, the fumes of sulphurous acid are 
generally very perceptible. No mode, practically 
applicable, has yet been discovered for freeing coal 
from the sulphur it contains. By treating it with 
nitric acid the pyrites are dissolved, and the a 
and the iron may be washed out ; but the 
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converted by the operation into a bulky coke, and 
is entirely changed in its character, and ceases to 
afford the same gaseous products as before.* It is 
probable that some kinds of anthracite coal are 
nearly tree from the presence of sulphur; and, 
indeed, several kinds afford no evidence of its ex- 
istence. 

(388.) The application of coal to the purposes 
of fuel depends, like that of all other combustible 
bodies, on the chemical change which it undergoes 
in uniting by the agency of heat with some body 
for which it possesses a powerful affinity. In all 
ordinary cases this effect is produced by its union 
with oxygen ; and we shall therefore inquire into 
the modes of effecting tins is the best manner. 

When coal is entirely consumed, the carbon is 
wholly converted into carbonic-acid gas, and the 
hydrogen into water — the latter being in the state 
Of vapour. The air supplies the necessary oxygen 
for this purpose ; and m tins state the products of 
the combustion are nearly or quite invisible, both 
the products being colourless fluids. Smoke, there- 
fore, is always the result of imperfect combustion. 

(389.) It has generally been considered that 
when coal is carefully coked, the residuary coke 
will produce as much heat when applied as a fuel 
as the original quantity of coal would have done 
from which it was produced. This of course can 
only bo taken in a general sense ; because much 
must depend upon the method of coking and the 
prevention of waste, as well the extent to which 
the process of coking has been carried. Many 
experiments confirmatory of this general view of 
the relative values of coal and coke have been 
made ; the most recent are those of Mr. Apsley 
Pellat, Mr. Parkes, and the Count de Pambour. 
But it should be observed that in the residuary 
* NkkoUon't Journal, vol. xviii., p. 170. 
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coke from the process of gas-making, the peculiar 
mode of carbonization lessens its heating' power to 
a considerable extent ; and it is prinripullv to what 
is known as " oven-made coke" that this remark 
will therefore apply. 

We have the (dearest evidence from the fact of 
the great difference in the heating powers of equal 
weights of coal and of coke, that the waste must be 
very great in the usual modes of burning coal. We 
know that a large proportion of the gaseous pro- 
ducts of coal — which we have already seen consti- 
tute on a rough average about one fourth of its 
total weights— consists of matter which is capable 
of producing the most intense heat : and yet we 
find, practically, that its effect in furnaces is abso- 
lutely negative. This can arise only from some 
imperfection in our methods of combustion ; and 
we may obtain a tolerably accurate notion of the 
extent of the loss thus sustained, by a reference 
to the analyses of coal already given. Let us take 
as an example the caking coal, according to Dr. 
Thomson's analysis in Table xxxii. — which is the 
Newcastle coal so generally used. We find that 
in every 100 lbs. of coal there are contained 4'18 lbs. 
of hydrogen, and4-581bs. of oxygen. Wnen these 
gaseous products are driven on by heat, they will 
both combine with a portion of carbon. ' The 
quantity of carbon which combines with the 
hydrogen is very variable ; differing with the 
degree of heat to which it is exposed. When the 
temperature is very high the hydrogen will com- 
bine with three times its weight of carbon, forming 
the true carburetted hydrogen ; but, from a coke 
oven, a large portion of the hydrogen escapes 
nearly in an uncombined state, and therefore the 
quantity of carbon thus abstracted will be only 
about one half the quantity which would con- 
stitute true carburetted hydrogen ; or about 6 lbs. 
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of carbon may be assumed as the quantity carried 
oft' in the latter ease. Dr. Dalton ascertained that 
the combustion of 1 lb. of hydrogen would melt 
320 lbs. of ice; therefore, -i'lS lbs. would melt 
1337 lbs- of ice ; and the heat produced by 6 lbs. 
of carbon will be sufficient to melt 376 lbs. of ice, 
hi cording to the. average of the experiments of 
Watt, Rumford, and Black.* The 4-58 lbs. of 
oxygen contained in the coal will combine with 
3-0 lbs. of carbon, and form 8*08 lbs. of carbonic 
oxide. According to Dr. Dalton, 1 lb. of this gam 
will melt 25 lbs. of ice; therefore, 8'08 lbs. will 
melt 202 lbs. of ice. These results amount together 
to 1015 lbs. of ice melted by the heat obtainable 
from these several substances ; which number 
multiplied by 140 degrees, the latent heat of ice, 
and this product divided by 7020, the number of 
pounds weight of water which can bo raised 1 
degree by the combustion of 1 lb. of coal, we shall 
find the total heat of these several gaseous products 
are equal to the calorific effects of 38 lbs. of coal. 
It is not known whether the azote winch the coal 
contains produces any heating effect ; nor will the 
heat necessary for its expulsion from the coal cause 
any loss which is appreciable, even if the whole of 
it be driven off by beat, widen, however, wo have 
already seen, is not the case. By the experiments 
of Berard and Delaroehc, on the specific heat of 
gases, we find that to raise the temperature of the 
15 - 961bs. of azote to the temperature of 500 de- 
grees Fahrenheit, will only require 4'9 ounces of 
coal — a quantity too small to be taken into account. 

* The average of the experiments of Watt, Rumford, and 
Black, gives M lbs. of water raised 180 degrees, by the oom- 
bustiou of 1 lb. of coal ; or 7020 lba. of water raised 1 degree. 
The latent heat of ice being 110 degreea, this will be equal to 
melting 50-14 lbs. of ice with 1 lb. of coal ; and the heating 
power of coke, compared with coal, being as 10 to 8, 1 lb. of 
coke will melt 627 lbs. of ice. 



378 



COMBl'STION OF COAL. 



The loss, therefore, by the escape of these gaseous 
products at the coal, amounts, by these calcula- 
tions, to 38 per cent. ; and the coke which remains 
Will be of the description known by the name of 
" oven coke," and will produce the same calorific 
effect as the original quantity of coal would have 
done, provided the latter were burned in the usual 
manner. 

Another method may be employed for ascer- 
taining the loss sustained by the escape of the 
volatile matter of coal, by calculating the heating 
power of the various products obtained from coal 
in the process of gas-making. The quantity of 
carburetted hydrogen gas obtainable from 100 lbs. 
of caking coal, of good average quality, may be 
stated at about 450 cubic feet ; of which the 
specific gravity is about - 50 to *55. Twenty-four 
cubic feet of this gas will weigh 1 lb. ; and as 
1 lb. weight of this gas will melt 85 lbs. of ice, 
according to Dr. Dalton's experiments, we shall 
have W x 85 = 1593 lbs. of ice melted by the 
combustion of the gas obtainable from 100 lbs. of 
coal. Reducing this, as in the former case, to 
the mean of the results obtained by Watt, Rum- 
ford, and Black, we shall find that it is equal 
to the total effect of 31 '76 lbs. of coal. In addi- 
tion to this there will be about 8 lbs. of tar 
obtained from 100 lbs. of coal. This, when 
decomposed by heat, yields about 100 cubic feet 
of an impure hydro-carburet, mixed with about 
one-third by weight of carbonic oxide. Reckon- 
ing the heat of this by the data already given, it 
will be equal to the effect of 10*4 lbs. of coal. 
The other product of the distillation is ammo- 
niacal liquor. Of this about 7J lbs. will be 
obtained from 100 lbs. of coal ; consisting of 
5| lbs. of water, and 1| lbs. of ammonia; the 
former containing in its composition "64 lb. of 
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hydrogen, and the latter '291b., making together 
•93 lb. of hydrogen ; and the heat obtainable 
from this quantity of hydrogen will be equal to 
5*93 lbs. 01 coal. These several results amount 
together to a loss equivalent to 4309 lbs. of OOal ; 
but as the residuary product of the distillation 
will be only " retort coke," which is inferior to 
even coke in its heating power to the extent of 
12j per cent., according to the experiments of M. 
de Pambour, we must deduct from the above 
amount the difference between the heating power 
uf this coke and that which was supposed to be 
obtained by the former mode of calculation — the 
quantity being considered the samo iu both cases. 
We shall therefore find the statement will stand 
as follows : — 

1U. of Cool. 
Heat obtainable from 460 cubic fent of carburetter] hydrogen = 3W6 

^Do. 61ba. of tar = 1040 
Do. -93 Ilia, of bydrogen, contained in the i _ fi . pa 
ainmoniaoid Liquor . . , ) 
48 OB 
net difference in beating power of residuary coke, viz., 1 ,. 

751ba., at 12$ per cent J = M a/ 
Total loss . 38-72 

By this method of calculation, the loss occa- 
sioned by the non-combustion of the volatile 
products of the coal amounts to 38j per cent., 
which is an extremely near approximation to the 
result obtained by the former method. We can- 
not, however, consider that the whole of this 
amount is always lost by the escape of smoke in 
the combustiou of coal. With open tires, no 
doubt, this is the case, as well as other sources of 
loss peculiar to this method of combustion. But 
in furnaces, however imperfectly they are con- 
structed, some portion of the smoke is alwa* 
consumed ; and by that amount, whatever it m; 
be, the loss is diminished. The smaller tu 
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quantity of volatile matter which the coal con- 
tains, the less will be the loss in this way ; but 
the kind of coal selected for these calculations is a 
quality which may be considered to afford a fair 
average. 

(390.) But, in addition to the loss of calorific 
effect which is here shown by the escape of un- 
consumed smoke, there is another source of loss 
which always exists in a greater or less degree, 
arising from the formation of carbonic oxide. It 
is of importance to understand correctly the 
theory of tho formation of this carbonic oxide, 
as it materially affects the question of economy in 
the combustion of fuel. 

(391.) When atmospheric air comes in contact 
with coal or coke at a very high temperature, the 
combination of the oxygen of the air with the 
carbon of the fuel, always forms carbonic-acid 
gas, and produces the phenomenon of combus- 
tion.* Such is the effect of atmospheric ah' 
entering through the grate-bars of a furnace, 
on the lower stratum of fuel, lying immediately 
on the bars. But while this carbonic-acid gas 

E asses upwards through the upper strata of the 
eated fuel, a further portion of carbon combines 
with it, and it becomes converted into carbonic 
oxide — carbonic acid consisting of two volumes of 
oxygen and one volume of carbon; while car- 
bonic oxide is composed of equal volumes of 
oxygen and carbon. 

The result of this conversion of carbonic-acid 
gas into carbonic oxide, by passing the former 

* The lowest temperature at 'which this combination of 
oxygen and carbon taltes place, ia a little above the boiling 
point of mercury. At this temperature carbonic-acid gas is 
formed without any luminous appearance ; at higher tempera- 
tures true combustion occurs, and carbonic acid is produced 
with great rapidity. (Davy's " Experiments on Flame," 
Philosophical Magazine, vol 50, p. 10.) 
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through highly-heated carbon, is a considerable 
loss of heat when the carbonic oxide escapes from 
the furnace in this state ; for a given weight of 
Dubon, converted into carbonic oxide, only pro- 
duce half the heat which it would do were it 
converted into carlionic-acid gas. The combus- 
tion of fuel, therefore, cannot he perfect where 
any considerable quantity of carbonic oxide 
escapes undecomposed ; although it may often 
happen that no smoke is visible even when there 
is a large escape of carbonic oxide. This is par- 
ticularly the case when coko is used as fuel. 
There is in tliis case no smoke ; but if there is 
a deficiency of atmospheric air to supply the 
necessary amount of oxygon to convert the pro- 
duet of the combustion wholly into carbonic-acid 
gas, a large quantity of carbonic oxide is formed, 
which not only causes a very great loss of fuel, 
but it is probably even more unwholesome than 
the most dense smoke. No system of combust inn 
can therefore be perfect which does not provide a 
supply of atmospheric air above the fuel, sufficient 
to reconvert the carbonic oxide (which has been 
formed by passing the- carbonic acid through the 
mass of burning fuel) into carbonic acid ; and 
in this process it absorbs just its own volume 
of oxygen, and it gives out another measure 
of heat exactly equal to that already pro- 
duced by it in the furnace, the heat from a 
given volume of carbonic acid being just double 
what is obtained from the same volume of car- 
bonic oxide. The combustion of the furnace is 
therefore produced by the oxygen of the air 
forming carbonic acid with the lower stratum of 
fuel lying on the furnace-bars; this is changed 
into carbonic oxide aa it passes through the super- 
stratum of heated fuel ; and this carbonic oxide is 
again reconverted back again into carbonic acid, 
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by bringing the oxide into union with a further 
quantity of atmospheric air. 

(392.) In the case of bituminous coal, the 
economy of fuel must necessarily consist both in 
consuming the smoke and in preventing the 
escape of un decomposed carbonic oxide. Smoke 
always arises from one of two causes — deficiency 
of air, or an insufficient degree of heat to cause 
the chemical union between the constituents of 
the fuel and the oxygen derived from the air ; 
and sometimes it arises from both these causes 
combined. The loss arising from the carbonic 
oxido is almost entirely owing to deficiency of 
oxygen. In open fireplaces the smoke is caused 
by deficiency of heat ; in close furnaces it is gene- 
rally caused by deficiency of air ; and all the 
different methods which have been proposed 
for consuming smoke in close furnaces, however 
variously these plans may be applied, are all 
based on the principle of supplying additional au- 
to the burning fuel. Two or three plans, indeed, 
for destroying smoke have been proposed, which 
will presently be mentioned ; but we shall first 
inquire into the methods of beneficially applying 
the combustion of the gaseous products of coal to 
the ordinary purposes of fuel. 

(393.) A vast deal of misconception upon a very 
simple subject has occurred from parties interested 
in particular inventions, discussing the general 
question of the combustion of smoke in the way 
best calculated to recommend their own inven- 
tions and to depreciate those of others. The in- 
quiries as to whether hot air or cold air is most 
advantageous for consuming smoke, or whether 
smoke is really capable of being consumed after it 
is once formed, or whether the only remedy for it 
is to prevent its formation, are entirely of this 
kind. But that which will be found to be the 
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fact is, that smoke is as capable of being con- 
sumed as any other combustible, and that there 
are many methods of accomplishing this both by 
hot and by cold air. 

The combustion of smoke, and indeed of any 
other substance, is not to be supposed to involve 
its total annihilation ; for matter of all kinds, so 
far as our knowledge extends, ie indestructible. 
But the combustion of smoke is that change of 
state produced by chemical union with other sub- 
stances, which entirely alters its character and 
appearance. 

(391.) The constituents of smoke can be accu- 
rately judged of from a knowledge of the chemical 
composition of the coal which produces it. Nitro- 
gen, oxygen, hydrogen, and carbon, with the 
various combinations of these bodies, namely, 
carbonic acid, carbonic oxide, carburettcd hy- 
drogen, ammonia, and vapour of water, together 
with minute portions of various resins, salts, 
earthy matters, and volatile inflammable vapours, 
must necessarily constitute the substance known 
under the general name of smoke. All these sub- 
stances, except the carbonic acid, are capable of 
further combinations with atmospheric air, by 
means of a high temperature ; and practically 
they do all undergo a change, except that the 
nitrogen exists in too large a quantity to enable 
any considerable proportion of it to combine 
chemically with the other substances. Thus, 
then, there is nothing to prevent a "true com- 
bustion of smoke" from taking place; by which 
means chemical combinations are produced, the 
principle being that the uncombined carbon 
which gives the black colour to smoke unites 
with oxygen derived from the air, and becomes 
converted into the colourless carbonic-acid gas ; 
while the carbonic oxide is also changed into 
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the same chemical compound — namely, carbonic 
acid. 

As Kgards the actual destruction of the black 
colour of smoke, it matters but little whether hot 
or cold air be admitted into the furnace ; for so 
long as the furnace is sufficiently hot, and the 
quantity of air is sufficiently abundant, the com- 
bustion will take place. But before the air can 
enter into combustion, it is necessary tbat it be 
raised to a high temperature; in most cases, 
about 800° or 900° of Fahrenheit being required 
for this purpose.* When the air is not heated 
previous to its entrance into the furnace, this 
heat which is necessary for its combination is 
obtained from the bodies with which it combines; 
their temperature is therefore necessarily lowered, 
by parting with the requisite heat to raise the 
temperaturo of the air to that great degree at 
which it will enter into chemical union with the 
gaseous and solid matter of the fuel. 

(395.) The experiments of Sir Humphry Davy 
on combustion,t clearly show the necessity of a 
high temperature before active combustion can 
take place, and the advantages tbat must there- 
fore result from extrinsic-ally heating the air which 
supports combustion. They also entirely refute 
the assertions that the rarefaction of the air by 
heat is injurious to complete combustion, bis ex- 
periments having in fact been undertaken with 
the view of testing the accuracy of a theory to 
this effect, propounded by M. de Grotthus and 
others, and which he found to be erroneous. 

When Sir Humphry Davy caused a jet of hy- 
drogen gas, one-sixth of an inch in height, to 
burn in the receiver of an air-pump, the flame 

* See note to Art. 391, ante. 

t " Researches on Flame," by Sir Humphry Davy. Philo- 
sophical Transactions, Part I., for 1817 ; and Philosophical Maga- 
zine, vol. 50, p. 1, et seq. 
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merged U the receiver was exhausted by the 
pump, and was at its maximum when the pressure 
of the air was between four and five tunes less 
than that of the atmosphere ; and when a larger 
jet was used, the same phenomenon oecurred 
even when the air was rarefied ten times. Tliiu 
effect, from a larger jet, was found to arise from 
the increased heat produced : and the conclusion 
drawn from all the experiments was, "that among 
combustible bodies, those which require least heat 
for their combustion, burn in more rarefied air 
than those that require more heat; and those that 
produce much heat in their combustion, burn, 
other circumstances being the same, in more 
rarefied air than those that produce little heat." 
The experiments also proved that " by preserving 
heat in rarefied air, or giving heat to a mixture, 
inflammation may be continued when, under 
common circumstances, it would bo extinguished." 
When these mixtures were heated before com- 
bustion, Sir Humphry Davy found " that expan- 
sion by heat, instead of diminishing the com- 
bustibility of gases, on the contrary, enables them 
to explode apparently at a lower temperature; 
which seems perfectly reasonable, as a part of the 
heat communicated by any ignited body must be 
lost in gradually raising the temperature." It 
was also found that " the cooling power of mix- 
tures of elastic fluids in preventing combustion 
increases with their condensation, and diminishes 
with their rarefaction ; at the same time the quan- 
tity of matter entering into combustion in given 
spaces is relatively increased and diminished. 
The experiments on flame in rarefied atmosphe- 
rical air show that the quantity of heat in com- 
bustion is very slowly diminished by rarefaction, 
the diminution of the cooling power of the azote 
being apparently in a higher ratio than the 
c c 
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diminution of the heating powers of the burning 
bodies." When the rarefaction of the air, how- 
ever, is produced by heat, not only is there no 
loss whatever in the available heat produced by 
combustion, but the extensive application of 
heated air by means of the " hot blast " to the 
smelting of iron, proves that there is an enormous 
increase in the effect, both on the solid matter of 
the fuel as well as on its gaseous products. And 
the same result will necessarily occur with respect 
to all kinds of furnaces for the combustion of fuel. 
The heated air, when carefully kept from im- 
bibing moisture, will always enter into combus- 
tion more readily than cold air ; will cause a much 
greater heat in the furnace ; and will produce more 

Eerfect combustion of the fuel. And Sir llumphry 
>avy not only proved "that the combustion of all 
gaseous mixtures is increased by rarefaction by 
heat," but he ascertained by his experiments, 
that a general law obtained " that at high tem- 
peratures gases not concerned in combustion will 
have less power of preventing that operation, and 
likewise, that steam and vapours, which require a 
considerable heat for their formation, will have 
less effect in preventing combustion (particularly 
of those bodies requiring low temperatures) than 
gases at the common heat of the atmosphere." 
The well-known effect of cold frosty air, in 
causing fires to burn clear and bright, in no way 
militates against these conclusions. The effect 
produced by cold air arises from the decreased 
quantity of moisture which it then contains, and 
not from the greater density of the air : for Sir 
Humphry Davy found that even with atmospheric 
air condensed to Jive times its natural density, 
scarcely any appreciable difference could be per- 
ceived in its effects on combustion. Neither can 
these effects be different, whether the combustible 




COMBUSTION OF COAL. 387 

solid or a gaseous body; except that the 
latter would be mors easily lowered in its tem- 
perature, and reduced below the temperature re- 
quisite for its accension. 

(396.) The expansion of air by heat, previous 
to its entrance into the furnace, cannot at all 
reduce the quantity of oxygen which combines 
with the fuel. For as air will not support com- 
bustion until it be raised to a very high tempera- 
ture (about 800° or 900"), its expansion must 
necessarily be the same, whother this heat be com- 
municated to it, within or without the furnace. 

(397. ) The quantity of atmospheric air required 
for the combustion of coal is veiy groat. Taking 
Richardson's analysis of Newcastle coal (Table 
xxxii. Art. 386), it appears that 355,376 cubic 
feet of air, of ordinary density, would be required 
for the combustion of one ton of this coal. If 
heated air be used, the number of cubic feet must 
be increased according as the density of the air is 
diminished ; so that sometimes when the air is 
very highly heated, twice, or even three times 
this number of cubic feet of air may be necessary 
for the perfect combustion of the coal. 

The actual quantity of air which enters into a 
furnace, whore complete combustion takes place, 
must be sufficient to convert the carbon into car- 
bonic acid, and the hydrogen into water. The 
former requires 2'66 times, and the latter eight 
times their weight of oxygen to make these com- 
binations ; and the oxygen of the air being one- 
fifth of its total volume, or nearly one-fourth of 
its weight, we can thus calculate the quantity of 
atmospheric air required for the combustion of 
any particular kind of coal.* 

* The constituents of atmospheric air by weight are oxygon 
22-22, and nitrogen 77"77 ; but by volume the constituents we 
oxygen 21, and nitrogen 79, or very nearly these proportions. 

c c 2 
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But this quantity of atmospheric air, large as 
appears its amount, will not be sufficient for per- 
fect combustion ; for this calculation supposes that 
the wholo of tho oxygon is abstracted from the air 
in the process of combustion, a result which ex- 
perience proves is never practically produced. 
Some interesting experiments on this subject have 
been made by Mr. Hunt,* on the furnaces of the 
principal engines in Cornwall ; and the average of 
the analysis of the air, taken from the chimneys 
of the furnaces, after it has performed its office in 
the combustion of the fuel, shows that the mixed 
gases passing off through the chimney contain 
one-tenth of their volume of free oxygen. The 
amount of carbonic acid was also found to be, on 
an average, one-ninth of the total volume of the 
gaseous matter passing through the chimney. 
It appears, therefore, that but little more than 
one-half the oxygen of the air is abstracted 
in the process of combustion ; and these expe- 
riments prove that practically it requires double 
the quantity of air to produce complete com- 
bustion in furnaces, that theoretical calculations 
would give, when based on the assumption of 
the entire abstraction of the oxygen from the 
air. 

(398.) Whenever the gases eliminated from the 
combustion of coal are made to unite with the 
proper quantity of oxygen, and the temperature 
of the mixture be sufficiently high, the smoke 
will be consumed, in whatever part of the furnace 
or flues the admixture takes place. Tins fact has 
been disputed, but without any grounds for so 
doing. It has also been asserted that more atmo- 
spheric air is required to produce combustion of 

* Transaction* of the Cornwall Polytechnic Society, 1843; 
and Olangow Engineers' Jfiiyazme, vol. iii., p. 93. 
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the smoke after it is mixed with the carbonic acid 
formed in the furnace, than would be required 
previous to this intermixture. This is tnn-, theo- 
retically, as the experiments of Sir Humphry 
Davy proved ; for he ascertained that carbonic- 
acid gas has rather a greater power of preventing 
the firing of explosive mixtures than azote would 
have. # Perhaps, therefore, the most advantageous 
place to introduce atmospheric air would be at the 
front of the furnace ; but, in all probability, the 
difference in tin's respect is very small, as we have 
mIuhIv Been that, in ordinary cases of combustion, 
only about one half the oxygen of the air com- 
bines in the process of combustion, arising, no 
doubt, from the difficulty of sufficiently mixing 
the gases togetber during their passage through 
the furnace. But the longer these gases are in 
contact, and the more they arc agitated and mixed 
together by passing through the different obstruc- 
tions of a furnace, the more likely is the oxygen 
of the air to be abstracted, and chemical combi- 
nation to take placet And, contrary to the 
opinion that smoke, after it is once formed, cannot 
be burned, a recent paient has been obtained for 
burning the smoke of furnaces by passing it over 
a second fire, at a considerable distance from the 
principal tiro, with a fresh supply of atmospheric 
air ; and, however distant this second fire may be 
from the primary one, the combustion of the 
smoke is complete, and an immense heat is de- 
from these gaseous products, which, under 
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1815 ; and Philo- 



' Philo&ophi-rtl 7hi-Hsiii'/)on», Part II., 
topkical Magazine, vol. xlvi., p. 449. 

t See Parliamentary Report on " Smoke Prevention," 1843, 
for much useful information on this subject. Also three lie- 
ports nn Coals suited to the Royal Steam Navy, published by 
the Museum of Practical Geology. 
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ordinary circumstances, would only produce the 
black smoke of common furnaces.* 

(399.) The actual quantity of heat produced by 
different qualities of coal does not exactly depend 
upon the quantity of oxygen with winch they 
combine. Dr. Ure made experimentsf on the 
actual amount of heat given out by several quali- 
ties of coal, when consumed in a calorimeter of 
very perfect construction ; by which, as nearly as 
possible, the entire heat from the coals was ob- 
tained ; and taking the number of pounds of water 
raised 1" by the combustion of one pound of c< 
as the standard of comparison, J the propoi " 



Lambton'a Wall'K End 
Llangennech Coal 
Anthracite Coal 



. 7,500 
. 9,000 
. 12,000 
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The cause of the less degree of heat by 
combustion of coals containing large quantities 
of hydrogen, Dr. Ure considers to arise from the 
great amount of heat rendered latent by the for- 
mation of steam and carburetted hydrogen gas ; 
though the experiments of Dalton, Davy, La- 
voisier, and Crawford all proved that the beat 
produced by the combustion of hydrogen is 
greater than from any other substance.§ All ex- 

Eeriments, however, agree in proving the great 
eat which is derivable from the combustion of 
anthracite coal. Considerable difficulty attends 
its combustion, on account of this kind of coal 
always breaking up in the furnace into small 
pieces, except it be very gradually heated ; and 

* See Collier's "Patent," Art. 456. 

+ Reports of ihe British Scientific Association, vol. viii. (1839), 
p. 2u. 

J These numbers represent the number ■ 
water heated 1° by 1 lb. of coal. 

Ure'a " Dictionary of Chemistry," Art. ' 
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unless this precaution be adopted, the draught of 
the fire is wholly stopped. The breakage of the 
coal arises from its slow-conducting power, which 
causes the outride surfaces to expand more than 
the inner parts, when exposed to a high tempera- 
ture : and this expansion causes the exterior parts 
continually to separate from the interior, until the 
whole substance is broken up. The elasticity 
which bitumen gives to coal prevents this result 
with the ordinary qualities of bituminous coal. To 
remedy this inconvenience with anthracite coal, 
various plans have been proposed for supplying it 
with vapour of water, in order to render it less 
brittle. The advantages of this operation, how- 
ever, are very questionable. For, in America, 
where large quantities of anthracite are burned, 
experiments have been made in order to ascertain 
the cause of the corrosion which sometimes occurs 
to boilers, iron chimneys, and stove pipes, by the 
combustion of anthracite coal : and from a report 
of the Franklin Institute of Pennsylvania,* it ap- 
pears that in these cases the ashy deposit has been 
found to contain muriate and sulphate of ammo- 
nia ; sometimes as much as three-fourths of the 
deposit consisting of these salts. Where moisture 
is present, the action of these salts must be much 
increased in activity ; and it therefore deserves 
serious inquiry whether by the addition of vapour 
of water, all descriptions of anthracite become 
in some degree corrosive, or whether the effect is 
peculiar to the coal of certain districts, f It is 

* Mn'/tanics' Magazine, vol. xxxvi., p. 439. 

t Experiments have led the author to conclude that this 
effect is not pecidiar to anthracite coal, but that coke whec 
burned with moisture produces the same results. The circum- 
stance is interesting in a chemical point of view ; and if more 
careful and extensive experiments show this opinion to _ be 
correct, they may give rise to important inquiries concerning 
the compound nature of certain (so called) simple substances. 
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probable, that the destructive effect which is some- 
times produced on thin copper boilers by par- 
ticular kinds of fuel may arise from something of 
this kind. "Where the boiler is of such a form 
that the fire acts particularly on the sharp edges 
which form the connection between the bottom 
and sides of the boiler, instances have repeatedly 
occurred of the corrosion being so active, that the 
bottom has separated from the sides as though it 
had been cut with a chisel ; and in other cases, 
the surface of the boiler, when very thin, has been 
so corroded as to become full of holes in the course 
of a few months' wear (Art. 75). 

Tho inventions wliich have been brought for- 
ward for consuming and for preventing smoke 
are very numerous. The following list will give a 
tolerable idea of the plans which have been pro- 
posed, and of the general methods by which the 
object is sought to be obtained. Those of which 
a description is known to have been published 
have a reference to such description ; but the list 
is not given as a perfectly accurate account of all 
the inventions for this purpose, as no doubt there 
are others wliich have escaped the author's notice.* 
(400.) The first attempt at consuming smoke 
appears to have been made by M. Delesme, some 
time prior to 1669, by means of a stove with a 
downward draught ; but it was not at all suitable 
for furnaces. (Philosophical Transactions, 1686.) 

(401). Dr. Papin (1695) proposed a plan for 
forcing air down a shaft upon the fuel, in order to 

* In the following descriptions of the various inventions, 
ire are several which profess to accomplish results utterly 
unattainable by the means proposed. The statements are 
chie0y taken from the published accounts of the various plans, 
and several of them are totally contrary to the principles of 
science. The descriptions given must, therefore, not be taken 
as t' v'b explanation of the operations or the effects, 

jj^^l >f the several inventors. 
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bum the smoke of furnaces. {Philosophical Transac- 
tions, 1697). 

(402.) James "Watt (1785), patent for consuming- 
smoke by admitting air through openings in the 
front of the furnace-door, and also by gradually 
coking the coals. (Repertory of Arts-, vol. iv. 
(1796), p. 226.) 

(408.) 0. W. Ward (1792), patent for condens- 
ing smoke by drawing it, by means of an air- 
pump or bellows, through cold water. {Rcperh>ra 
of Arts, vol. i. (1794), p. 373.) 

(404.) W. Thompson (1796) proposed a fur- 
nace to burn smoke, by letting air in behind the 
bridge. {Repertory of Arts, vol. iv. (1796), p. 316.) 

(405.) Roberton, of Glasgow (1800), patent for 
admission of heated air in thin streams over the 
fire-door; for coking the coals in front of the 
furnace ; and also a hopper to supply the fuel. 
{Repertory of Arts, vol. xvi. (1802), p. 364.) 

(408.) M. do Prony ("1809 or 1810), Report on 
apparatus erected at the Royal Mint, Paris, for 
consuming smoke, by two pipes passing from the 
front of the fiirnace-aoor and delivering hot air at 
the bridge. He also states that this plan had 
previously been used by MM. Clement and 
Desonnes, and others. {Annales de Chimie, and 
Retrospect of Science, vol. v., p. 439.) 

(407.) Wm. Sheffield (1812), patent for hollow 
or split bridge, which delivered the air in a hori- 
zontal stream towards the front of the furnace. 
{G-iWs Technical. Repository, vol. i., pp. 16 and 42.) 

(408.) J. Wakefield (Manchester), a similar 
patent to the above, and of subsequent date. 
(Ibid.) 

(409.) Wm. Johnson (Salford), a similar and 
subsequent patent. {Ibid.) 

1(410.) Losh (1815), patent for dividing the for- 
ce into two parts, lengthways ; the two com- 
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partments being supplied with fuel alternately, by 
which the smoke from the fresh fuel passed over 
the more perfectly ignited fuel, and was thus con- 
sumed. 

(411.) Brunton (1810), patent for revolving 
grate and feeding hopper; by which the fuel was 
equally distributed over the furnace, and in small 
quantities at a time, and thereby preventing all 
dense smoke. (Mechanics' Maquzine, vol. i., p. 121.) 

(412.) John Gregson (1816), patent for bring- 
ing air down a shaft, near the bridge, to promote 
combustion. Mechanical means were used to 
supply the fuel by a snail wheel, moved by 
springs. {Quarterly Journal of Science, vol. iii., 
p. 348.) 

(413.) Josiah Parkes (1820), patent for split 
bridge, precisely similar to Sheffield's patent of 
1812. (Mechanics' Magazine, vol. ii., p. 250.) 

(414.) W. Pritchard (1820), a patent for a regu- 
lating weight to close gradually the furnace-door 



so as to vary the quantity of air passing into the 

■ol. : 
p. 140.) 



furnace. (Repertory of Arts, vol. xxxix. (1821), 



(415.) Mr. Marsh (1824) consumed the smoke 
of furnaces by leaving two openings in the flue at 
the back of the furnace, ( Gill's Technical Reposi- 
tory, vol. vi., p. 213.) 

(416.) Chapman (1824) described a plan for 
hollow'furnace-bars, that conveyed heated air into 
the furnace through a split bridge which projected 
the heated air horizontally. Also a hopper to 
supply the fuel. (Transactions of the Society of 
Arts, vol. xlii., p. 32; and Quarterly Journal of 
Science, vol. xix., p. 138.) 

(417.) James Nevill, patent for a fan fixed in 
the flue, which produced a rapid draught up the 
chimney. 

(418.) Stanley's patent for a feeder for furnaci 



furnaces. 
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which consisted of a hopper, and grooved rollers 
to crush the coal. Two revolving pans scattered 
the coal over the lire in small quantities at a time, 
and thus prevented the dense smoke. 

(419.) Jeffries (1824), patent for destroying 
smoke by a shower of water. Two chimneys are 
used, and the smoke passes up one and down the 
other, in which latter a shower of water falls from 
a colander, and carries the smoke in the form 
of soot into a drain. (Mechanics' Magazine, vol. 
xxxiv., p. 198.) 

(420.) Mr. Oldham, of the Bank of England, 
employed a plan of rocking-bars, moved by a 
small eccentric on a shaft worked by the engine. 

(421.) Gr. Chapman, of Whitby, plan for con- 
suming smoke by the use of hollow furnace-bars, 
delivering heated air at the bridge of the furnace, 
1825. (Repertory of Arts, vol. xlvi., p. 360.) 

(422.) J. Gilbertson (1828), patent for making 
the sides of the furnace of hollow plates, through 
which the air passes, and is delivered in a heated 
state at the back of the furnace. (Repertory of 
Arts, vol vii. (1829), p. 65.) 

(423.) Win. Taylor (1830), patent for con- 
suming smoke, by forcing it through the fire, 
mixed with atmospheric air by means of an air 
pump. Also for a mode of passing the smoke 
through red-hot pipes placed in the furnace 
among the fuel, which pipes form the only outlet 
to the chimney. (Repertory of Arts, vol. i. (1834), 
p. 282.) 

(424.) J. C. Douglass (1833), patent for two or 
more sets of bars. The smoke from the first set 
passes downwards below a bridge, and then up- 
wards through a second set of bars, on which 
burning fuel is placed. (Repertory of Arts, vol. v. 
(1836), p. 346.) 

(425.) J. G. Bodmer (1834), patent for tra- 
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renin? bus, moved by machinery, which i 
the fad from a feeder," and discharge the ■ 
the farther end of the furnace. 

(423.) Richard Coad (1835), patent for heating 
the air by pawing it through pipes placed in the 
flue*, and* delivering 1 the air at the bridge of the 
farnace. (Mechanic/ Magazine, toL xxrii., p. 

(427.) T. Medley's patent for purifying smoke 
by four or six flues, of which one half ascend 
and the other half descend. A shower of water 
falls through the descending flues and washes the 
smoke, dejK»siting the carbon in the form of lamp- 
black. 

(428.) William Richard, of Leeds, patent for 

r meter applied to furnaces, so that on opening 
furnace-door to feed the fire a passage is 
opened from the gasometer, containing condensed 
air, to a number of holes at the back of the bridge, 
and the supply of air gradually diminishes as the 
fire burns clear. 

(420.) Samuel Hall (1886), patent for cast-iron 

Eipes placed upright in the flue at the back of the 
irnace, and then passing towards the front. The 
air is thus heated to about 300°, and the gases in- 
flame in front of the furnace. (Mechanics' Mitgn- 
xine, vol. xxviii., p. 226.) 

(430.) John Hopkins (1836), patent for a curved 
bridge) by which the smoke and gases are thrown 
buck again upon the burning fuel. (Repertory of 
Ark, vol. vii. (1837), p. 252.) 

(431.) Jacob Perkins (183(1), patent for two sets 
of ban and two ash-pits. The second ash-pit is 
cloned, and supplied with air by a fan, so as to 
give more air to that part of the furnace, and thus 
bum the smoke from the fuel on both sets of 
hars. (Repertory of Arts, vol. viii. (1837), p. i„. 

(432.) Joseph Chanter (1837, &c), sevei 
patents for smoke burning, principally by in 
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clined bars — double sets of bars — air supplied 
through tubes placed under the first set of bars — 
and hot air supplied at the bridge. 

(433.) James Drew, Manchester, patent for two 
sets of bars. The coal is coked on the first set, 
and passed on to the second set, which is then 
raised by rack-work as near the boiler as possible. 

(434.) Paul Chappe, patent for injecting small 
jets of boiling water over the fire, in front of the 
bridge. 

(435.) Ivison and Bell (1838), patent for inject- 
ing small jets of steam into the furnace, and also 
for heating the air by passing it through tubes. 
(Meefutnietf' Mm/mine, vol. xxviii., p. 221, and vol. 
xxs., pp. 69 and 107.) 

(436.) Rodda's patent for a furnace divided 
across in two parts. The fuel is first put into the 
compartment nearest the door, and afterwards 
thrown backwards to the farther compartment. 
The smoke is burned by passing over the clear 
fire of the second compartment. (Mechanics' Maga- 
zine, vol. xxxi., p. 386.) 

(437.) Cb.eeth.am and Bayley, patent for a fan 
which catches the smoke ana forces it, mixed 
with fresh air, through the ash-pit and furnace- 
bars, the ash-pit being made air-tight. 

(438.) Thomas Hall (Leeds), patent for dividing 
the furnace in two compartments lengthways, 
which are supplied with fuel alternately, and the 
smoke thereby passes over red-hot fuel. 

(439.) James Nevill (1837), patent for two sets 
of hollow bars containing water. A downward 
draught is produced by the chimney drawing 
only from the lower set of bars. "and the smoke 
burned by passing through the hot fuel in contact 
with the bars. (Repertory of Arts, vol. xii. (1839), 
p. 220.) 
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the fuel by passing it through highly-heated pipes 
or other surfaces, by which it is coked before it 
passes into the fire, which is effected by mecha- 
nical means. {Repertory of Arts, vol. xiii. (1840 v 
p. 122.) 

(44 1 . ) J. A. Caldwell ( 1 839), patent for a roti 
fan, by which aii' is forced into a closed ash-pit 
the furnace-bars are placed very close together, 
and a moveable damper is applied in the chimney, 
by which the velocity of the smoke escaping is 
retarded, and tho heated gases retained longer in 
the furnace. (Repertory of Arts, vol. xiii. (1840), 
p. 83.) 

(442.) William Miller (1839), patent for rod 
bars, by which each alternate bar is made to mc 
lengthways in opposite directions, backwards ar 
forwards; and thus preventing clinkers, and con- 
suming the smoke by allowing a free passage for 
the air through the bars. (Repertory of Arts, 
xvii. (1842), p. 143.) 

(443.) C. W. Williams (1839), patent for suj 
plying air in jets to the furnace, principally 
behind the bridge, by a diffusion box. The air is 
supplied cold. 

(444.) Andre 1 Kurtz (1840), patent for three sets 
of bars , those at each end inclined, and the middle 
set lower than the others. Hollow bearing bars 
which convey heated air into the furnace. (Me 
chatties' Mayasine, vol. xxxiv., p. 397.) 

(445.) Junius Smith (1840), patent for a doubl 
fan or blower, which passes heated air with the 
smoke through the furnace-bars a second time. 
The heavy gases are allowed to fall by their 
gravity below the fan, which then forces tb 
down, and filters them through gravel or sal 
(Repertory of Arts, vol. xvi. (1841), p. 81.) 

(446.) Baron Von Rathen (1840), patent 
hollow fire-bars, resting upon bearers with ste; 
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forming two sides of a triangle, which allows more 
air to pass into the furnace. Also, a coal-feeder 
placed over the dead-plate, which supplies fuel 
without opening the door. [Mechanics' Magazine, 
vol. xxxv., p. 27.) 

(447.) Godson and Foard (Jan., 1841), patent 
for a box placed below the furnace-bars with a 
moveable bottom. The box being filled with fuel, 
the bottom is gradually raised by a lever, and 
supplies fuel from beluw, the smoke from which ia 
consumed by passing througli the red-hot fuel. 
[Repertory of Arts, vol. xviii. (1842), p. 129.) 

(448.) M. Coupland (Sept., 1841), a patent for 
moveable centre bars which pass downwards into 
a box, nearly similar to Godson's. [Repertory of 
Arts, vol. xviii., p. 207.) 

(449.) F. Heindruckx (1841), patent for a fur- 
nace without bars. The sides of the iurnaee are 
inclined, and a narrow opening is left at the bot- 
tom, the whole length of the furnace, through 
which the air enters, and is regulated by a longi- 
tudinal valve. [Mechanics' Magazine, vol. xxxv., 
p. 366.) 

(450.) J. C. March (1841), patent for causing 
air to be blown in streams on the upper surface of 
the fuel without passing through the fire. No 
furnace-bars are used by this plan. [Mechanics' 
Magazine, vol. xxxv., p. 492.) See also a some- 
what similar plan, Art. 401. 

(451.) John Juckes (1841), patent for a furnace 
grating passing over rollers at each end of the 
furnace like an endless chain. The bars revolve 
by machinery, receiving fuel from a feeder placed 
near the door, and deliver the ashes at the further 
end of the furnace. [Repertory of Arts, vol. xvii. 
(1842), p. 210.) 

(452.) J. Prosser (1842), patent for a furnace- 
bridge, with square holes for the admission of air. 
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The bridge is fixed close against the bottom of 
the boiler. 

ECymer and Leigbtoii (1843,) patent i'or 
diagonal bare resting in small longitudinal troughs 
of water. A dosed ash-pit is used, and a tan 
forces air through the bars and also over the fuel. 
The plan used principally far anthracite coal. 

(454.) Schofield, of Leeds (1842), proposed the 
use of very narrow furnace-bars, quarter of an inch 
wide at top, and as thin as possible at bottom, and 
two inches deep. These bars admit a larger quan- 
tity of air than usual, and thus consume the smoke. 

(455.) E. Billhigsley, of Bradford (1842), pro- 
posed a focal bridge beyond the furnace-bars, and 
a sliding rack or grating in front of the furnace 
to admit air. {Mining Journal, Jan. 7, 1843.) 

(456.) E. H. Collier (1843), patent for the use 
of a second tire at a distance from the usual fire. . 
The smoke, after passing through the ordinary 
flues, is carried over this second fire, and there 
mixed with an additional quantity of air, when it. 
inflames, and is carried through a second set I 
flues before passing into the chimney. 

(457.) Butler's (1845) registered plan for movi 
aide bridge, which opens to regulate supply of a" 
{Mechanics' Magazine, vol. xlii., p. 50.) 

(458.) Whiteley's (1845) registered plan 
feeding apparatus and admitting fresh air. (Mec 
nics' Magazine, vol. xlii., p. 147.) 

(459.) BlackwelPs (1848) patent for a doub' 
chambered furnace for coking the fuel. (Mecftanic 
Magazine, vol. xlix., p. 122.) 

(460.) Acock's (1848) patent for a feeding ho] 
per and other improvements. (Mechanics' Maga* ' 
vol. xlix., p. 554.) 

(461.) Burrow's (1848) patent for a regulatii 
feed-roller to furnaces. (Mechanics' I' 
vol. 50, p. 425.) 
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(462.) James Robertson (1848), patent for per- 
forated tubes to convey air into the furnace. 
(Mechanics' Magazine, vol. 50, p. 429. ) 

(463.) Grist's (1849), patent for revolving fur- 
nace-bars. (Mechanic* Magazine, vol. 50, p. 108.) 

(464.) Newcombe's (1849) reciprocating furnace- 
bars, moved by a cam. (Mechanics' Magazine, 
vol. li., p. 67.) 

(465.) Samuel Hall (1849), reciprocating fur- 
nace-barB moved by eccentrics. (Mechanics' Maga- 
zine, vol. li., p. 286.) 

(466.) Elijah Galloway (1849), oscillating fur- 
nace-bars. (Mechanics' Magazine, vol. lii., p. 239.) 

(467.) Joseph Johnson (1849), patent for heated 
air delivered through pipes, at or near the bridge. 
(Mechanics' Magazine, vol. lii., p. 318.) 

(468.) William Hargreaves (1850), patent for 
oscillating bars combined with a feeding-bed which 
forces the fuel gradually forward in the furnace. 
(Mechanics' Maqazine, vol. liii., p. 335.) 

(469.) D. L. Williams (1850), patent for hollow 
furnace-bars. (Mechanics' Magazine, vol. Iv., p. 1.) 

(470.) T. S. Prideaux (1850), patent for air- 
valve closing gradually to regulate the quantity of 
air which passes into the furnace through perfora- 
tions in the inner door; the air becoming heated 
by passing through them. (Mec.h/mics' Magazine, 
vol lv., p. 18.) 

(471.) George Anstey (1851), patent for passing 
smoke through a series ot apertures to keep it in 
contact with flame. (Mechanics' Maqazine, vol. lv., 
p. 75.) 

(472.) Johann Stierba (1852), patent for feeding 
hopper, and air tubes for delivering air at the 
bridge. {Mechanics' Magazine, vol. lvii., p. 422.) 

(473.) SorrelPs (1852) patent for oscillating 
furnace-bars worked by cams ; a feeding hopper 
worked by a roller ; and for admitting air at the 
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(474.) Gre«r*(lS53) 
be fed alternately, top* 
of floe*. (Jifcicmirt ,V*v*r*W, y 

(475.) Jearrard (1853) hollow perforated'] 
brick aidex, <fcr., for admission nf air to furnace. 
(Repertory of Art*. Julv, Iv.t.l 

(476.) Gilbertson (1854), a perforated iron 
tube over the fuel to deliver air to furnace. ( Re- 
pertory of Art*, March. 1855.) 

(477.) Simpson (1854), stops or inverted bridges 
in the furnace to deflect air on to the fuel. (Re- 
pertory of Arts, April, 1855.) 

(478.) Yates (1854), mechanical feeding appa- 
ratus for furnaces. (Repertory of Arts, March, 
1855.) 

(479.) Taylor (1854), furnace supplied with 
air above the fuel and not through furnace-bars. 
{Repertory of Arts, September, 1855.) 

(480.) Manley's (1854), method of descending 
stream of water, in the shaft or upright flue. 
{Mechanics' Magazine, vol. lxi., p. 205.) 

(481.) W. Woodcock (1854), patent for air- 
tubes at sides of furnace, above the furnace-bars, 
delivering heated air beyond the bridge of furnace 
in jets. (Mechanics' Magazine, vol. lxi., p. 410.) 

(482.) Parker's (1854), patent for a loose or 
moveable box or bridge, pierced with holes, and 

E laced in front of the ordinary bridge, on the 
ars ; by which heated air is delivered to the 
gases as they pass over the furnace-bridge. (Me- 
chanics' Magazine, vol. lxi., page 445.) 

(483.) Galloway's (1854), patent for pipes jiLicoJ 
below the furnace-bars, and delivering air into a 
hollow or double bridge. (Mechanics' Magazine, 
vol. lxi., p. 458.) 

(484.) It appears unnecessary to describe i 
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of these inventions for burning smoke. The 
recent plans have been far less numerous than 
they were a few years ago, partly because almost 
every conceivable form has been patented re- 
peatedly before, and also because since the 
passing of the Act for the consumption of smoke 
in large towns, people appear to have become 
aware that there are many ways of accomplishing 
this object, and that no patent process whatever 
is necessary for the purpose. The process of 
smoke-burning is indeed extremely simple in 
itself, and, with the exception of some very few 
of the preceding inventions, which are clearly 
founded on a misconception of the chemistry of 
combustion, they all attempt to effect the same 
object; namely, to bring a larger quantity of 
atmospheric air into contact with the fuel, or 
with the products of the first combustion. It 
will be remarked that all the later plans, without 
exception, are mere modifications of the very 
earliest inventions ; and that the first six or eight 
plans described in this list contain the gist of the 
many subsequent inventions for this purpose. In 
fact, it will be perceived that the same identical 
plans have been again and again patented by 
different individuals : and it is extremely doubt- 
ful whether any patent of the present day is 
really valid in law, and whether it cannot be 
shown to have been long previously known to the 
world, and free for general use. 

In most of these plans the design of bring- 
ing a larger quantity of air into the furnace is 
obvious. Uut in some few this principle is not so 
plainly developed. Among these latter may be 
noticed the inventions in which a jet of steam is 
thrown into the furnace, and two other inventions 
in which a shower of water falls down the flue 
with considerable velocity. In all these cases the 
D D 2 
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great velocity of the steam and the water give an 
additional impetus to the motion of the gaseous 
bodies within their immediate sphere ; and these 
again communicate their velocity to those which 
are more distant, and thus draw into the furnace 
an additional quantity of air.* There are prac- 
tical difficulties, however, attending the use of a 
shower of water used in this way, which must 
effectually prevent these inventions coming into 
very general use. 

(485.) A second class of inventions are those in 
which the fuel is gradually coked, before it enters 
into combustion. When coal is suddenly exposed 
to a high temperature, a very large quantity of 
gaseous matter is given off, which quantity gradu- 

* This peculiar property of fluids, botli liquid and aeriform, 
to communicate motion to other fluid bodies, not in actual con- 
tact with them, is comparatively but bttle known, and yet is 
most extensively an operative cause in many phenomena pro- 
duced by nature and by art. In very few works on natural or 
experimental science is this principle at all alluded to. The 
peculiar property iu question may be illustrated by supposing a 
pipe of several feet in length, and of considerable diameter- 
say, for example, 12 or 14 inches — and open at both ends; let 
there be also a small pipe of about one inch diameter, inserted 
into one end of lliu large pipe lV>r a short distance, and let there 
be a current of air or steam forced through the small pipe with 
considerable velocity. The action of this current of air or 
steam will be such, that it will continue its course after leaving 
the small pipe for a very considerable distance along the large 
pipe, at its original velocity, and with scarcely any lateral ex- 
pansion ; and it will communicate its own velocity to a very 
great body of air in the large pipe, which will thus have a cur- 
rent produced in it of considerable intensity. The distance to 
which the current passing along the small pipe will proceed, 
without losing its velocity and mixing with the aeriform fluid 
contained in the largo pipe, will depend iipuii the initial velocity 
which is given to it ; but this distance is very considerable, and 
the quantity of air is very great, which may be put in motion 
in the large pipe, by an extremely small jet of air iu the small 
pipe. The currents and eddies of many rivers and lakes have 
their origin in. this cause. The draught caused in the chimney 
of locomotive engines by a jet of steam, the action of all c" ' 
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ly diminishes as the coal becomes more nearly 
inverted into coke. By slowly heating the coal, 
a more equable evolution of gas is produced. This 
result is very effectually accomplished by using a 
large dead or dumb plate in front of the furnace. 
The coals being placed on thie plate are gradually 
warmed, and at last arrive at a state of incandes- 
cence, when ail the gas has been driven off; by 
which gradual distillation of the volatile gases, the 
necessary quantity of air to produce combustion is 
more easily obtained, as the demand for it thus 
continues nearly uniform throughout the whole of 
the process of combustion, instead of the very 
large additional quantity required when a fresh 
charge of coal is thrown on the fire in the ordinary 

>y cowls, and other of the phenomena which occasionally 
themselves in practical science, are due to this fact. In 
of chimney cowls the effect is very remarkable. What- 
ever efficacy any chimney cowl really possesses, arises entirely 
from this cause ; though very few of the contrivers of these 
instruments are aware of the fact. The only inventions for 
chimney cowls which appear to have been specially contrived 
with the knowledge of this principle are those patented by 
Mr. Carson in 1840, and a more recent invention called the 
Himalaya chimney funnel. The former, however, though con- 
structed strictly on this principle, has the disadvantage common 
to all cowls which turn round with the wind, of sometimes 
meeting the current of air instead of being always turned in 
the same direction as the wind ; while the latter cowl or funnel, 
being a fixture, can never be in a wrong direction with respect 
to the wind. This latter invention consists of a double pipe or 
funnel ; the smoke passes through the inner pipe, and the air 
passing between the inner and outer pipe, gives velocity to the 
smoke passing through the inner pipe. Mr. Carson's invention 
is described in the Repertory of Arts, vol. sv. (1841), p. 71 ; 
and in his apparatus the air passes through the inner pipe, and 
the smoke through the outer pipe. Some interesting experi- 
ments have lately been made by Mr. Ewbank on this subject, 
which are given in the Franklin Journal of i'eitntylvania, and 
also in the Meehmive Jfttff<t:inp, vol. xxxvii., p. il72. See also 
Wyman "On Ventilation " (Boston, 1846), for a full descrip- 
tion of the effects of various forms of cowls, pp. 351 — 861. Also 
Ewbank'e "Hydraulics," p. 481, el. aeq. 
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: tiam is however required on the part of 
the fireman, that the fuel on the dead-plate be 
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MtaBH heated. When the fuel is supplied 
through a hopper, placed in front of the furnace, 
the necessity for opening the furnace-door becorm 
much less frequent, and the unnecessary eoolii 
■ it" 1 1 j -. - furnace is thus prevented. Where no 
is admitted except through the fan 
there will, however, always be a considerable 
quantity of carbonic oxide funned during the 
combustion; and although, under the* 
stances, there is no smote, the greatest effect of 
the fuel is not, by this means, produced. A 
moderate quantity of air ought to be introduced 
into the furnace, to mis with the gases distilh 
from the coal, and also to convert the carbon 
oxide formed by the upper strata of eot) Info 
carbonic acid. This air might to be heated l>efore 
it enters the furnace, as it thus more readily in- 
flames, mixes more easily with the heated gases of 
the furnace, and prevents injury by the unequal 
action of cold currents impinging against the bot- 
tom of the boiler. It perhaps matters but little 
in what part of the furnace this air be introdooad \ 
but the more it is diffused the better, as the heat 
is then less likely to become too intense on one 
particular part. Various simple methods of " 
troducing heated air may be used ; and the p] 
of using two pipes in the manner originally e 
ployed at the Royal Mint at Paris (Art. 406), 
long ago as the year 1809, answers the pi 
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extremely well. The apertures to the pipes should 
be furnished with covers which can be partially 
closed ; and by the experiments of Mr. Houlds- 
worth,* it appears that an aperture for the air, 
varying' from 1$ to three square inches, for each 
square foot of the area of the furnace-bars, will 
be sufficient for this purpose, the size of the 
pipes varying with the nature and quality of the 
coals. 

(486.) The gradual coking of the fuel is like- 
wise effected by such plans as those of Drew, 
Godson, and Couplsnd. Godson's plan effectually 
cukes the coal, and is perfectly compatible with 
any method of introducing additional air above 
the fuel to consume the carbonic oxide. The 
plans of Losh, Rodda, Thomas Hall, Collier, and 
some others, in which the flame from one fire 
passes over a second fire of clear bright burning 
fuel, is another mode of accomplishing *' ie same 
object, but apparently less simple in its operation ; 
and the mechanical means of continually feeding 
the fire, used by Stanley and by Brunton, produce 
nearly the same effect as the method of coking 
the coals would do ; as by these means the evolu- 
tion of the gases from the coal is equalised through- 
out the combustion, and the extraordinary demand 
for air, when fresh charges of coal are supplied 
in the common mode of firing, is thereby avoided. 

(487.) The method of supplying heated air 
through a split bridge has been repeatedly 
patented. Mr. Sheffield, in 1812, was un- 
doubtedly the first to propose this plan, and his 
method of making the aperture deliver the heated 
air -horizontally into the furnace, is perfectly cor- 
rect in principle. The defect of these plans has 
frequently been that too large a quantity of air 
Report of the Select Committee of the House of Com- 
on the Prevention of Smoke," p. 105. 
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has thus been brought into the furnace, and the 
effect has been to lower its temperature. Mr. 
C. W. Williams' plan of diffusion would be very 
good, if it were used with hot air, instead of cold 
air, which latter is specially directed by the 
patent to be used ; but by the former method, it 
would approach very near to the prior patent of 
Mr. Samuel Hall, differing only in being more 
simple and inexpensive. It should not, however, 
be overlooked, that it is not so easy to heat largo 
quantities of atmospheric air to a high tempera- 
ture as some persons imagine. When hot air is 
applied to blast furnaces, it is found that to heat 
the air to about 600" Fahrenheit, it is necessary 
for it to traverse a surface of cast-iron pipes at 
nearly a red heat, for a distance of about 5£ feet. 
The mere instantaneous passing of air through a 
heated metallic perforated plate, would therefore 
add but little to its temperature, unless it were 
also made to travel through heated pipes for some 
considerable distance. 

(488.) Probably one of the most effectual 
methods of burning smoke is the plan of Mr. 
March (Art 450), by blowing air downwards upon 
the fuel by a fan, and dispensing with the use o 
furnace-bars. There can be no question that i 
most perfect combustion of the fuel may be thui 
produced ; but it is very doubtful whether the 
additional trouble which this method would cause, 
and the necessity for a mechanical power to pro- 
duce the requisite blast of air, will not prevent its 
adoption to any considerable extent. A similar 
plan to this is stated to have been tried experi- 
mentally in some of the furnaces used in the 
manufacture of iron ; and as the whole of the 
carbonic oxide must, by this plan, be consumed, 
Hot Air in Iron Works of Eoglai 



COMBUSTION OF COAL. 409 

there will necessarily be a considerable saving 
of fuel.* 

(489.) It has been objected to the various plans 
for the admission of air to the gases above the 
fuel of the furnace, that the air, when thus admit- 
ted, prevents to a certain extent the admission of 
the air through the furnace-bars, and thus reduces 
the rate of the combustion of the fuel on the 
furnace-bars. This to a certain extent is true, 
but it can be no argument against the plan ; for 
it can only be when the air is improperly admitted, 
and escapes through the flues in an uncombined 
state, that the total combustion of the furnace can 
be reduced by the admission of air above the fuel. 
And in general it will follow that the heat of the 
furnace being increased by the perfect combustion 
of the gases on the top of the fuel, the draft of the 
furnace will be increased, and therefore there will be 
a greater tendency to the influx of air through the 
furnace-bars as well as through the other apertures. 
The use of heated air, however, in preference to 
cold air, is far more likely to prevent any loss by 
the passing of air in an uncombined state through 
the flues. When cold air is used, this result is 
not unlikely to occur ; for gases, at temperatures 
differing considerably from each other, mix to- 
gether very slowly ; and therefore it may often 
happen that by introducing cold air into a furnace, 
the mixture of the air with the gases will not take 
place until they have passed into the flues, and . 
the temperature become too much reduced to 
cause their accension. 

(490.) The practical result of these remarks is, 

* Soine interesting researches by M. Ebelmen, on the appli- 
cation of the carbonic oxide from blast furnaces, to uaeful 
purposes, have shown that the loss of effect by the escape of 
the carbonic oxide amounts to 62 per cent, of the total quantity 
of fuel consumed in blast furnaces. — Repertory of Art*, 
vol. xviii. (1842), pp. 118—313. 
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that there are many effectual contrivances for the 
combustion of smoke, combining- the advantage of 
great economy of fuel. For this purpose, the 
more simple the apparatus the better ; and with a 
very slight degree of attention on the part of the 
firemen, several of the plans which have been 
described would be certain to succeed in abating 
the nuisance of smoke entirely, and with con- 
siderable economy in the consumption of fuel. 
The saving in fuel would necessarily be very 
considerable. In very few furnaces the saving 
would be less than twenty-five per cent, ; and in 
many which now produce large volumes of smoke 
the saving would be considerably greater. A 
large amount of the present evil of smoke arises 
from most furnaces being overworked, in con- 
sequence of their being two small for the duty 
required from them. But, with a moderate degree 
of attention on the part of the firemen, the pre- 
sent furnaces, with very slight alteration, could 
be made effectually to burn their smoke; and the 
most effectual way would be combine the plan of 
delivering air through numerous small openings 
made in the inner plate of the furnace-door (sup- 
plied by one or two large openings in the outer 
door covered with a slide) ; and also by allowing a 
further quantity of air to pass to the bridge 
through pipes laid along the furnace-bed. For 
small furnaces either of these plans singly will 
suffice; but for larger furnaces the best effect will re- 
sult from the two modes conjointly. Means must 
be taken to stop off a portion of the air at certain 
stages of the combustion, or there will be more air 
admitted than will he desirable. Both these plans 
have long been in use, many years prior to the date 
of any existing patents ; and the necessary altera- 
tions to adapt them to ordinary furnaces need not 
involve anything beyond a very moderate expense. 
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(491.) Before concluding these remarks, a few 
words on artificial fuels may not be amiss. A 
great number of patents have been obtained for 
forming artificial fuel, the principle of them all 
being to combine the small and refuse coal into 
a solid body. As early as 1799, a patent was 
obtained by M. Cliabannes for this purpose, and 
it is difficult to discover in what this patent 
differs from the various subsequent and recent 
ones for the same object. The principal in- 
gredients used in all these compositions are coal- 
dust, coke, peat, bark, saw-dust, tan, clay, sand, 
pitch, coal-tar, alum, nitre, vegetable matter, and 
animal excrement. Different persons combine 
these substances in different proportions, and 
some omit altogether certain of these ingredients. 
A very powerful and efficient fuel can be com- 
posed by mixtures of these substances ; and it 
appears by some experiments reported by Dr. 
Buckland to the British Scientific Association,* 
that when tried against Welsh coal, Pontop coal, 
and Wylam Main coal, the artificial compound 
was found to be very considerably more powerful 
in heating effect than either of these coals. These 
compound fuels, however, are subject to one incon- 
venience when used by themselves in furnaces ; 
that the coal tar is very liable to distil from the 
fuel without being consumed, in which case it 
clogs up the furnace-bars, and partially stops the 
due admission of air. When it is used with a 
certain proportion of ordinary coal, this incon- 
venience is less likely to occur, and probably 
with moderate care it may be avoided. And 
these methods of combining refuse coal, which 
must otherwise be nearly valueless, may in many 
places be most efficiently applied to obtaining a 
powerful and useful fuel at a moderate expense. 
* Report of British Scientific Association, vol. vii. (1838), p. 85. 
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Table I. 



Table of the Expansive Force of Steam in Atmospheres, t 
in lbs. per square inch; for Temperatures above 212° of 
Fahrenheit. 

K.B.— The steam ii supposed to lip in contact with (ha water from wbjcfe. it 
is formed, sod the water and ntea.ni to be alike in tempera tun?. 
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* 1 * The pressures above three atmospheres in the above 
Table are deduced from the experiments of MM. Dulocg and 
Arago. Their calculations esteud only as far an oU atmospheres ; 
from thence the pressures are now calculated to 350 atmospheres 
by their formula, viz. : — (= %J e — 1 

■7153 
where e represents the pressure in atmospheres, and t the tern- 
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peratnire above 100° of Centigrade. In this equation each 100° 
of Centigrade is represented by unity. 

In reducing theae temperatures from. Centigrade to Fahren- 
heit's scale, where the fractions amount to -5, they have been 
taken as the next degree above, and all fractions below -5 have 
been rejected. 

More than twenty different formulas for this purpose are 
given in the Encyclopadia Brilannica, art. Steam. 



Table II. 

Table of the quantity of Vapour contained in Atmospheric Air, 
at different Temperatures, when saturated. 
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%* The above Table is computed from Dr. Dalton's experi- 
ments on the Elastic Force of Vapour. 

The weight of a cubic foot of steam, at the pressure of 30 inches 
of mercury, is 257' 1 19 grains; therefore at any other pressure p, 
the weight will be „. ~ — = x. But as vapours expand 4 J 
for each degree of Fahrenheit, this equation must be corrected 
for the difference in the expansion of the vapour at tlie tempe- 
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ratureof 212°, and the temperature /t, in the preceding equation. 
Therefore, the volume of lie vapour at the temperature p, will 
bel + 4 g„; the volume at 212°, being 1 + ^=1-441, when the 
volume is assumed to be unity at zero. The weight of a cubic 
foot of vapour will therefore be -. , p =ur. 



Table of the Expansion of Air and other Gases by Heat, when 
perfectly free from Vapour. 



Temperature, 




Temperature, 




Fahrenheit's 




Fahrenheit' a 
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1354 


85 
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1372 


90 


1132 


212 


1376 


95 
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%* The above numbers are obtained from Dr. Dalton'a 
experiments, which give an average of 7 J a part, or -00207 for the 
expansion by each degree of Fahrenheit. Gay Lussac found it 
to be equal to ^ part, or -002083 for each degree of Fahren- 
heit ; and that the same law extends to coudensible vapours 
when excluded from contact of the liquids which produce them. 
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Table TV. 




Table of the Specific Gravity and Expansion of Water a 




different Temper at urea. 
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diminution of specific gravity is calculated by this e 
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-0000022 f— 00000000472 f*. In both equations, 
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Table VI. 



TABLE OF THE EFFECTS OF HEAT. 



Fahrenheit's 

Scale. 

3945° 

3280 

2786 

2016 

1996 

1873 

1750 

1690 

1672 

1552 

1534 

1446 

1392 

1272 

884 

800 

802 

790 

773 



Soft iron melts (Clement and Desormes) . 
Maximum temperature by Daniell's Pyrometer 
Oast iron melts 
Gold melts 
Copper melts . 
Silver melts 

Bronze melts (copper 1 5 parts, tin 1 part) 
Brass melts (copper 3 parts, zinc 1 part) 
» (copper 2 parts, zinc 2 parts) 

Diamond burns 

Bronze melts (copper 7 parts, tin 1 part) 

,, (copper 3 parts, tin 1 part) 

Enamel colours burnt 

Iron red-hot in daylight . 

„ in the twilight 

,, in the dark . 

Charcoal burns 

Heat of a common fire 

Zinc melts (Davy 680°) (Daniell) 

Mercury boils (Black 600°) (Crichton 655°) (Dalton 

660°) (Petit and Dulong 656°) (Irvine 672°) 

(Secondat 644°) 660 

Linseed oil boils 640 

Lowest ignition of iron in the dark .... 635 
Lead melts (Guyton and Irvine 594°) (Crichton) . 612 
Steel becomes dark blue, verging on black . . 600 

„ a full blue 560 

Sulphur burns 560 

Steel becomes blue 550 

purple 530 

brown, with purple spots . . 510 

„ brown 490 

Bismuth melts 476 

Steel becomes a full yellow 470 

,, a pale straw colour .... 450 

Tin melts 442 

Steel becomes a very faint yellow . . .430 

Tin 3 + lead 2 + bismuth 1, melts .... 334 
Tin and bismuth, equal parts, melt .... 283 

Sulphur melts 218 

Bismuth 5 + tin 3 + lead 2, melts .... 212° 

E E 
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Table of the Effects of Heat (continued). 











Fahrenheit's 


Scale. 


Water boils (barometer 30 inches) . .212 


Wax melts 








149 


Spermaoeti melts 










112 


Tallow melts (Nicholson 127°) . 










92 


Acetic acid congeals . 










50 


Olive oil congeals 










36 


Water freezes .... 










32 


Milk freezes .... 










30 


Vinegar freezes .... 










28 


Sea-water freezes 










28 


Strong wine freezes 










20 


Oil of turpentine freezes 










14 


Mercury congeals 
Sulphuric aether congeals . 










. —39 










. —47. 


Natural temperature of Hudson's Bay 






. —51 


Greatest artificial cold 






. —91 


%* See also many other effects of heat in Chapter XI. Part 1. 
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VII. 











Table of the Quantity of Water contained in 100 Feet of Pipe, 

of different Diameters. 



Diameter 


Contents of 100 Feet 


of Pipe. 


in length. 


Inches. 


Gallons. 


i 


•84 


1 


339 


1* 


7-64 


2 


13-58 


2* 


21*22 


3 


30-56 


4 


54-33 


5 


84-90 


6 


122-26 
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Table Vm. 

Table of the Strength, or Cohesive Force, of different Sub- 
stances. By Mr. George Rkxkip. 

Bars of six inches long and a quarter of nn inch square will 
break with the following weight suspended lengthways : — 

lbs. por wjuarr inch. 

Cast Iron (horizontal) . 1166 equal to 18,656 lbs. 






Ditto (vertical) 
Cast Steel (tilted) 
Blistered Steel (hammered) 
Shear Steel (ditto) 

Swedish Iron 
English Iron 
Hard Gun-metal 
Wrought Copper (hammered) 
Cast Copper 
Fine Yellow Brass 
Cast Tin 
Cast Lead 

Per Quetelot. 

Iron Wire, -0769 inches diameter, bears 432 to 615 lbs. 

Copper Wire ditto . . . 302 to 386 „ 

Per Committee of the Franklin Institute.* 
Iron Wire, l-3rd inch diameter, bears 81,387 lbs. per square 

inch, and 14 per cent, less when annealed. 
Best Cable Iron . . . 59,105 lbs. per square inch. 
Ditto ditto (hammer hardened) 71,000 lbs. „ 

Russian Iron .... 76,069 lbs. ,, 



1218 „ 19,488 „ 

8391 „ 134,256 „ 

8322 „ 133,152 „ 

7977 „ 127,632 

4504 „ 72,061 

3492 „ 55,872 

2273 „ 36,368 

2112 „ 33,792 

1192 „ 19,072 „ 

1123 „ 17,968 

296 „ 4,736 

114 „ 1,824 






Table of the Eelative Cohesivo Strength of Metals. 

By Sickenger. 

Gold 150,955 

Silver 190,771 

Platinum 262,361 

Copper 304,696 

Soft Iron 362,927 

Hard Iron 559,880 

By MuSCHENBROEK. 

Copper 6 + Tin 1 . 41,000 

Swedish Copper 6 + Malacca Tin 1 . 64,000 

Brass 51,000 

Block tin 3 + Lead 1 10,200 

Ditto 8 + Zinc 1 . . . . 10,000 

Tin 4 + Regulus of Antimony 1 12,000 

Lead 8 + Zinc 1 . . . 4,500 

Tin 4 + Lead. I + Zinc 1 13,000 

* For strength of iron, &c, at various temperatures, see Chap. XI., Part 1 

E E 2 
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Table IX. 

The following Table of the relative values of various sorts 
of fuel is compiled from Marcus Bull's Experiments on Fuel. 
In these experiments all the smoke was consumed. 



Name. 



Hickory Charcoal 
Gannel Goal 
Liverpool Coal . . 
Newcastle Goal 
Scotch Goal .... 
Karthaus Goal . . 
Richmond Coal 
Stony Creek Coal 
Maple Charcoal 
Oak Charcoal . . 
Pine Charcoal . . 
Coke 



Specific 
Gravity. 



•625 

1-240 

1-331 

1-204 

1-140 

1-263 

1-246 

1-396 

•431 

•401 

•285 

•557 



Weight 

per Bushel. 

lbs. 



32-89 

65-25 

70-04 

63-35 

59-99 

66-46 

65-56 

73-46 

22-68 

21-10 

15-0 

29-31 



Relative 

Heating 

Value. 



166 
230 
215 
198 
191 
208 
205 
243 
114 
116 
75 
126 



The bushel measure in this Table is much smaller than the 
English Imperial bushel. 
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Table X. 



Velocity of chimney draught at different temperatures, the 
external air being at 32° Fahrenheit. From Peclet's " Trait6 
de la Chaleur," p. 79. 



Tempera- 
ture of 
Warm Air, 
Fahrenheit 


Relative 
Velocity. 


Tempera- 
ture of 
Warm Air, 
Fahrenheit 


Relative 
Velocity. 


Tempera- 
ture of 
Warm Air, 
Fahrenheit 


Relative 
Velocity. 


86 


493 


356 


809 


608 


8-25 


104 


5-51 


374 


814 


662 


8-21 


122 


5-98 


392 


817 


752 


8-13 


140 


6-35 


410 


821 


842 


803 


158 


6-66 


428 


823 


932 


7-92 


176 


6-92 


446 


825 


1022 


7-80 


194 


713 


464 


8-26 


1112 


7-62 


212 


7-33 


482 


8-27 


1202 


7*56 


230 


7-48 


500 


8273 


1292 


7-44 


248 


7-62 


518 


8-278 


1382 


7-33 


266 


773 


527 


8-279 


1472 


7-22 


284 


7-83 


536 


8-276 


1562 


711 


302 


7-92 


554 


8-275 


1652 


7-00 


320 


7-98 


572 


8-27 


1742 


6-90 


338 


805 


590 


8-26 


1832 


6-80 



It will be seen from this Table that the velocity of chimney 
draught diminishes at the extremely high temperatures 
consequence of the very great expansion of the air. 
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Anthracite coal, its combustion . . . . . . . . . . 391 

Arnott, Dr., his stove described . . . . . . . . . . 278, 285 

Archimedean screw, its power of ventilating . . . . . . 363 

Artificial fuel, composition of .. .. .. ..411 

Ascending pipes may be smaller than descending . . . . 65 

„ should pass to highest levels first .. .. 166 

Atkinson, Mr., early use of hot- water apparatus . . . . 5 

Atmospheric pressure, column of water equal to . . 19 

Axphyxia from impure air. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 

Bacon, Mr., early use of hot- water circulation. . . . . . . . 6 

Beaumont, Mr., his method of flues .. .. .'. . . .. 294 

Bends and elbows, effect of, in water pipes . . . . . . . . 33 

Bends sometimes advantageous . . . . . . . . . . . . 165 

Bellows, ventilating, described . . . . . . . . . . 348, 362 

Bernhardt' a hot-air apparatus . . . . . . . . . . . . 208 

Biot, M., his experiments on sonorous bodies . . . . . . . . 27 

Boiler, description of what constitutes a good one . . . . 69, 81 

„ various forms described . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 

„ heated by gas described . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 

„ surface, calculation of its heating power. . . . . . . . 77 

„ surface, its proportion to the furnace ban . . . . . . 90 

„ pressure on, by increased height of pipe. . . . . . . . 20 

„ for hot water not liable to burst . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Boilers used in the Scotch distilleries . . . . . . . . . . 82 

„ effect of projections on their fire surface. . . . . . 83 

„ absorptive power of fire and water surfaces . . . . . . 84 

„ heated by gas . . . . . • . . . . . . 73 

„ of small capacity, effect of . . . . . . . . . . 74 

„ various methods of setting them . . . . . . . . . . 93 

Boiling point of water at different pressures . . . . . . 131 

Boiled water easily freezes . . . . . . . . . . 166 

Bonnemain, M., first used hot-water circulation. . . . . . . . 6 

Bottom heat in hothouses, remarks on . . . . . . . . . . 161 

Branch pipes, any number may be used . . . . . . • . . 21 

„ difficulty when heights vary . . . . . . 57, 166 

Buildings, various, proper sizes of pipes for . . . . . . . . 68 

„ quantity of pipe required to heat . . . . . . 113, 120 

„ time required to heat various . . . . . . . . 117 

„ early methods of heating . . . . . . . . . . 262 

Capacity of boilers, remarks on . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

Carbon, quantity exhaled from the lungs. . .. .. .. .. 318 

Carbonic oxide, its effect in furnaces . . . . . . 100, 381 

„ its dangerous effects . . . . . . . . . . 328 

Carbonic acid, its effects on respiration .. .. .. . . ..314 

Carbonic acid gas, quantity produced in combustion . . . . . . 388 

„ „ exhaled by respiration .. .. .. ..311 

„ „ effect of breathing . . . . . . . . . . 314 

„ „ temperature at which it is formed . . . . . . 380 

„ „ its effect in preventing combustion . . . . . . 389 

Carbonic oxide, heat of, in blast furnaces . . . . . . . . 409 

Carburetted hydrogen, effect of breathing 327 

Cause of circulation in hot- water apparatus . . . . . . . . 10 

Cements for joints of pipes .. .. .. .. .. ..170 

Centigrade thermometer, its relative scale . . . . . . . . 219 

Chabannes, Marquis, hot- water apparatus used by . . . . . . 6 

Chambers or vauits, loss of heat in . . . . . . . . . . 168 

Chimneys, rules for the size of . . . . . . . . . . 101 




Cond 
Cond 
Cond 

CoriBi 
Cooli 



hot- water pi pee 

now 10 calculate its velocity .. ., .. 31 

_ „ when there are dips in the pipes . . , . 39, 163 

„ „ below bottom of boiler .. .. .. .. 43 

„ „ is sometimes reversed .. .. .. ,. 16 

„ „ through, pi] es, length of .. .. ., .. 46 

„ „ affected by alterations in size of pipes .. ,. 56 

„ „ the motive power calculated .. .. .. 26 

Cisterns for regulating the circulation .. ,. .. ,. ,, 60 

„ expansion and supply .. ,. .. .. .. 49 

„ increasing emulation 43, 163 

Climate, ita effect on longevity 302 

Cool, its healing power estimated .. .. .. .. ..IDS 

quantity required to warm any tmi: 

quantity consumed in a steam npparatun .. ,. .. .. iai 

quantity burned per square foot of furnace bars . . . . . . 90 

its cost compared to heating by gas ,, .. ., .. 291 

its early use in England 368 

table of its analyses 371 

loai of effect by the esc&ipo of =mrike ,. .. .. .. 370 

heat produced by different qualities .. .. .. .. 390 

tiud coke, their relative beating powers .. .. .. .. 370 

e-stove, Sylvester. 201 

„ heating power of . , 

Cocke for stopping pijjcs. their si^e 
Coko, its effect compared with coal 
Cold produced by rarefied air 

Colour, effect on" radiation 

of furnace bars 



,, Daw's experiments un 

.;■:■:■■■ : ■ ' .";■■ ■■: i:v :: !i>i : n. ! 

„ qnitttity M air :> Quired for combustio 

Compression of water extremely small . . 
r<unli'ii*fi! wutiTin >"e'.iui jii|n.^. r/ffect of 

valvo for 
Conduction of heat, its proportion to radiation 
Conducting powers of water and air 
Conducting power of different substances 
Connection pipes, proper size of .. 

C sumption of fuel m furnneea 

Cuuliiig of healed Bin-faces, relative rate of 
Cooling, velocity of, at high temperatures 
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Cooling experiments with iron pipes 
„ with glass . . 

„ power of wind 

„ of bodies in air and in vacuo 
Copper boilers injured by particular fuels 
Copper, its strength affected by heat 
Cowls for chimneys 
Cundy's fire-clay stove . . . . . . # _ 

Currents of air, their effect on heating apparatus 

„ in liquids affected by light and sound 

„ in aeriform fluids, peculiar effect of . , 
Cutler's torch-stove 






D alton, Dr., his experiments on vaporization . . 
Damp walls, their cooling effect 
Daniel], Professor, experiments on evaporation . . 
Davy, Sir H., experiments on combustion 
Deaths, comparative, in different localities- 
Deposit in boilers from hard water . . . . 

Dew-point, mode of ascertaining . . 

„ its effect on health 

Descent of pipes below bottom of boiler 
Discharge of air from pipes 
Dip-pipes, below doorways . . . . 

„ their depth estimated . . 

„ sometimes may be made smaller 

Dip in the pipes affects the circulation 
Discharge of water through pipes, theory of . . 
Doorways, mode of passing under 
Drains or trenches, for containing hot- water pipes 
Drainage, its effect on mortality 
Draughts in churches, cause of . . 
Dry air, its effect on health 
Drying-rooms, quantity of pipe required for . . 
„ moisture, how evaporated from . . 

„ necessity for ventilation 

Dumb plate, its use in furnaces 
Dutrochet, M., his experiments on light and sound affecting circulation 
of water . . . . . . . . . . 

Dwelling-rooms, quantity of pipe required to heat 
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Early method of using hot- water circulation . . 

„ methods of warming buildings .. 
Eckstein and Busby's rotary float circulator 
Effect of alterations in size of pipes 
Efflux of fluids affected by heat 
Elasticity of the air, its effect on conduction of heat 
Electric condition of the air, important effects of 
Elbows and bends, effect of in water pipes 
Elongation and expansion of pipes 

,, „ „ how compensated 

Evaporation of water by highly-heated metals . . 

in drying-rooms 

its laws determined 

its velocity and quantity ascertained 

is produced at all temperatures . . 
Expansion and supply cisterns, size of . . 
Expansion of pipes 
Experiments on cooling iron pipes 
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Heat regulator, Dr. lire's. . 

Heated bodies, how they become cooled 

Heated air, its effect on health 

Heating different floors, failure in 
„ by gas, relative cost of . . 
„ buildings, early methods of 

High-pressure hot- water apparatus 

pipes, their temperature measured 
steam does not scald 
apparatus worked by oil , 

Hot- water apparatus, its permanence of temperature 

Hot iron, repulsion of, to water 

Hot-blast apparatus for heating and drying 

Hothouses, quantity of pipe required to heat . . 

Hot- water circulation, origin of its discovery . . 
„ „ cause of . . 

Hot-air stoves and cockles, their heating power. . 
,, flues, difficulty with horizontal 

Hot- water pipes, quantity of heat from 

Hot-air stoves, their construction 

Horizontal pipes at different levels, how supplied 

Human body, quantity of heat from 

Hydrogen gas, effect of breathing 

Hydraulic experiments referred to 

Hypocaustum of the Romans 

Hydrogen gas, its heating power 

Hygrometic condition of air, its effect on health 

Impure air its effect on human life 
Inclination of pipes not necessary 
„ glass roof, effect of 

Inhabited rooms, quantity of pipe required to warm 
Iron at high temperatures repulses water 

„ itd strength impaired 

Iron, strain it will bear when cold 

change of structure produced by heat 

crystallization of 

wrought and cast, effect of oxidation on . . 

pipes, experiments on the rate of cooling . . 

its temperature ascertained by colour 

temperature of its greatest strength 

alteration in structure by heat 

table of cooling of . . 



a 
>» 
a 
tt 
tt 



it 



tt 



tt 



Jointing pipes, cements for 
Jeffrey' 8 stove described 
Joyce's charcoal stove 

Kewley's siphon principle of heating buildings 

Latent heat of steam 

Latent heat, laws of, and table of effects. . 

Lead paint, its effect on radiation 

Length of the circulation of water in pipes 

Light, its effect on the circulation of water 

Liquids, their fluency increased by heat . . 

„ conducting power of 
Longevity relative of different localities . . 
Loss of heat by water exposed in pipes . . 
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MAiK-riPBi, proper riw of 

„ difficulties when 

Materials, strength of, affer led by bent , . 
Metals, heated, effect in repelling water . . 

„ conducting powtT fi>r best 

„ reflective power for heat 

Moisture, its effect in lowering temperature 
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,, deposited on window*, cause of 

Motive power of the circulation 25 

,, „ how increased . 

Motivr flower in a hot- water pipe 
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Ojygen, quantity consumed in respiration 
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„ great strain they will hear 
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„ discharge of water through 
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„ proper size for different buildings. . 
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„ inventions for burning 392 
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Steam boilers, how proportioned 188 
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Stoves, rules for their construction . . . . . . . . . . 271 

„ Romford's improvements in . . . . . . . . . . 272 

„ Franklin's „ 276—288 
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Stoves, Cutler's torch-stove 

„ „ reinvented by Dr. Amott 

„ Sylvester's improvements in 

„ Cundy'a fire-clay . .' 

„ Dr. fcolt's improvi'mrm* in 

„ cockle. their heating power estimated . . 

„ pas, their BO M tr u clion and post of burning 

„ Joyce's charcoal .. 

„ earliest writers on 

„ with hollow sides and back 
Stone-float apparatus for steam boilers . . . . , . . . . . 1S1 

Strength of materials affected by heat . . . , . . . . . . 2*8 

Burface of boilers to lies! a (riven quantity of pipe 
Surface of boilers, (he menpiirep of Iheii- ]-i»'ir . . 
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Surface of bodies, its effect on radiation 

Siphon principle of hot-water apparatus 127 

Siphon, itn principle explained .. ., , , .. .. .. 31 

Sylvester's cockle-stove . . 201 

Sylvester's radiating register-stove . . . , . . . . . . 279 
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boiler surface to heat pipes .. .. .. .. 79 

area of furnaoe bars 89 

quantity of pipe to hent any building .. ., ., .. 116 

quantity of coal to heat any building 12S 

radiating power of different substance* . . , . , , . . 22a 

r-OTidiicting power •>!' different -ubstanees . , . . 231, 232 
reflection of heat by different substanoea 

specific heat of different Rubstinic.es 239 

Intent bent of different substances .. .. .. .. 2*0 

evaporation nt all temperatures . . . . . . . . . . 213 

strength of iron at high temperatures 2*9 

bent evolved by compression .. .. .. .. .. 218 

strength of copper at. high temperatures 

experiment* on cooling iron pipes 

experiment* on cooling glass 

cooling power of wind on glass .. 

ciioliiiR iron plates .. .. .. .. ,, .. 259 

quantity of air rlisehnrceJ through ventilators. . . . . . 3*3 

analysis of coal 371,372 
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vapour contained ir 

expansion of gases by beat 

specinc gravity and expansion of water,. .. ., .. 415 

general specinc gravities and expansions 

effects of heat 

quantity of water contained in pipes 

cohesive strength of materials .. .. .. .. 419 

Tank system of beating .. ,. .. ., .. .. .. 161 

Temperature of ordinary fin nsoes . , 
„ spring and autumn 

„ the high- pressure hot-water apparatus. . .. .. 134 

„ hot-air stovea 205, 207 

Temperature, permanence of, how obtained . . . . . . . . 67 

„ of gases affected by sound 

„ of perfect combustion 

Thermometer of contact, a peculiar one .. 
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Thermometers, relative scales of . . . • . . • • • • • • 219 

Time required to heat buildings . . . . . . . . . . • * 117 

Time of cooling pipes containing steam and water . . . . . . 64 

Trenches or drains, loss of heat by pipes in . . . . . . 167 

Troughs open for producing moisture . . . . . . . . . . 154 

Upright pipes, relative size of • • . . . . . . . . . . 55 

TJre, Dr., his heat regulator described . . . . . . . . . . 285 

Ure, Dr., his experiments at the Custom House 306 

Valves and cocks, size and use of . . . . . . . • . . 59 

Vapour in the air, laws which regulate . . . . . . . . . . 155 
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„ its formation in drying-rooms .. .. .. .. .. 178 
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„ quantity given off from the lungs and skin .. .. 310,316 
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Vase-stove, Franklin's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288 

Vaults or chambers for heating, loss of heat in . . . . . . . . 168 

Velocity of circulation, how to calculate . . . . . . . . . . 32 

„ affected by Motion and other causes . . . . 33 

Velocity of air passing through furnaces. . . . . . . . . . 89 

„ of air discharged through ventilators . . . . . . . . 337 

„ of wind, its effect in cooling . . . . . . . . 109, 258 

„ of circulation, increased by height . . . . . . . . 18 

Vegetable and animal life, their relation* • . . . . . . •. . 332 

Vegetable life, effect of different gases on . . . . . . . . 334 

Venturi, his experiments on enlargement of pipes . . . . . . 55 

Vents for air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16, 47, 160 

Vertical height of pipes, effect on circulation . . . . . . . . 19 

„ angles, their effect on circulation . . . . . . 35, 163 

„ dip pipes, their depth ascertained . . . . . . . . 39 

,, pipes, relative size of . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Ventilation, quantity of air required for. . . . . . . . . . 329 

rule for calculating . . . . . . . . .... 338 

by chimney draughts . . . . . . . . . . 345 

by fans and bellows . . . . . . . . . . . . 348 

early contrivances for . . . . 298 

necessity for, in drying closets . . 178 

quantity of air discharged by 343 
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